
TUEl FAL OP THE AZTF.EC EitipiUE.f

fell littie short of those of the besieged. A daily, and often
nightly combat wvas sustained with equal obstinacy and des.
peration by Spaniards and Aztecs*. The former resolved neyer
to quit their post until Mexico aclcnowledged allegiance to
Spain, and ivas completely humbled in the diist. The Aztecs
fought for freedom, lionor, and their sacred r.ghts-for ail that
makes liWe dear. Guatemozin made the most active prepara-
tions for the defence of the capital ;-every bouse wvas a for.
tress-every inhabitant a 'varrior. The city wvas weli gar.
risoned with provisions-the lake teemned with barkis and
canoes., wbich, though they could flot stand before the Spanisk
brigantines, wvere of great service in bringing in succors from
the neighboring Province. Guatemozin exhibited great ability
in the direction of bis forces. Possessed of undoubtcd courage
and presence of mind, ho was ever on the alert te take advan.
tage of any accident favorable to, his cause. The chief of the
Aztecs cer!ainiy dlaims much of our admiration and sympathy,
as with a caim heroism, net exceiied in any agre, he summnoned
ail his poivers te repel the invaders, or perish in the attempt.
Rie would listen to ne terms of capitulation, howvever favorable ;
would enter into no treaty ývi1b the enemies of bis country ;
and wvhen his peopie ivere perishing by thousands around hlm)
in ail the horrors of famine, he stili maintained the same un.
daunted bearing. At the commencement of the siege, Cortés
divided bis force into three detachments, commanded by Alva-
rade, 'Sandoval, and himself'. TFo these officers he assigned a
particular Iocaiity in the suburhs of the city, at some littie dis.
tance frein each other, directing. them stel) by step ta mnake
their way into the heart of the city, where, eventualiy, he in-
tended the wvhoie force to, meet.

To force an entrance was matter of great difficulty. Every
inch of grour, was fiercely disputed, and flot unfrequently wouid
they lose in the night the labor of the day. Cortés, finding littie
progress was mande, resolved to, level ail before him, and flot ta
advance one step farther tlian he had cempieteiy cleared thie
ground, filledl up ditehes and canais, and ieft a wide and epen
space suitabie for the effective manoeuvres of the armny. Puring
the siege, the Spaniards met with some severe checks. At one
timne Cortés himself was in the mest lnminent peril. In one
of the many assauits, the Aztecs appeared te give way, and of-


