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They aiso attributed to Frc Thouglit mlany thingys which we canuoi;
legritiiîuatcly refer to'it. For inistanlce thiey said that the disappearance of
the belief iii witchcraft, andl othier fornîs of superstition were due to its iii-
flaence. 'Ihey also, saidl i-isioiary activity cait be traced to 'Free T'flig1t.
Thiese beniefits arose fromn the fact tliai. a purer faitlî and a deeper spiritual
life werc fouiffd atinoing the peole. And timis faîtlî aifîd spirituial life arose,
not f romi the rcjectioiî of tlie authority of scripture, but fromn a clearer ap-
preciation of its triiths.

We dIo niot say that Frec rilouglît -%vas an uîialloyed cvii. But wc dIo
contend tlîat its jredoîniiiait iinflîv.nce upon tie chiurchi was of a highlly
iijuriouq nature. We dlo not dleîy that it produted( ind(irectly sonie ])elle-
ficial resits, but the evii far outweighis the good. There are three vays.
andà onlly three, iii Nvich tile chutrch is susceptible of influence, either for
good or cvil, by any agency ai. work aînong men.Fisyread g h
expression of lier doctrine, and the apologretie literature iii defence of thal;
dloctrinie. Secoiy-iregardling the wvork of extendiîig the Christiani re-
ligion ait home anîd abroad. Tliirdly*-regairdinga t.he moral and religionis
flic ofi lier people as nîanifested iii timir l)ractical life. In order to estiîuatv
the inifluenice of Frc Thoughit ]et uis look at these three spheres.

L. Free Tlioiight lias been one of the ineans which have caused tliv
elhurchi to express lier doctrinie in clearer ternis. When Uich doctrines wcrv
:attackedl the chutrchi cxprcssedl herseif more deflnitely on tiiose particullar.
sublecets; aid( after dloing so, shie fortifiedl lier positioni by able apologetie
Nvorkzs. Youi xviI prol)ahly hiave nioticed that this wvas the stroniges. argut-
mient adi(vantccd by the allirmative to-niight. rIhcy pointedl to the works; of
the apologists which are mnonumients of hutniani geilins. T' i osi. of tbeir
other arguminents related to Uic benlefits derived in otiier departmuiets of
life and activity from the influence of Free Th'1oiight itibt we' nîust, col]-
sider tîxe inifluence of 1'rcc Thioughit uipon the chiurclh, miot uipon scienice, nor)I
archeology , nor literature. At the sainec timc wve niust uîot forcet tiat auil
the apologetic literature and alil the ecarer expressions of doctrine wvere imct
due to Froc 'flioîtt bu,.)tt a great dc;d wvas due to the adaptation of our î-
ligion to the wamits of cachi particullar agre. But the chutch dloes inot (le-
penid upon apologetic literature iior uponl dogina for lier growth. A.poîlogies
are nccessary for defence, but it tic living Spirit of God, d1welling Ili alnd
wvoriciiîg tlirough consccrated men aifd %vonien, that fornis. the power ili
Clhristian life anîd iii ail Chiristiai;- conquest.

Ir. 1l stated'that soîne beilefit wzas derived by the churcli in the express-
joli of doctrine, ai 'fd iii hie line, of apologetical literature. Stcp by stelp
downl throughi tlie aiges the Chutreli advanced, andl fougit her -%va -ai. ever-y
step. But thc iijury to, the chu rchl bore arose f romn the faci. tlîat the


