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mount. stili persevered undaunted, deterniined
either to revive the lodges wvhich had surrender-
eil or organise nev ones. Franklin Lodge ln ail
matters, necessarily became a law~ unto itself,
conducting Its business as to It seenmed most
liiczely to promote the interests of the Ordeix

On A»ril l2th. 1866. at the instance of the
Y inancial Scribe, Thomas Hamilton, a commlttee
of five wvas appointed, %vhose duty it %vas to be
to canvass the city of Washington, with a view
to organise another Lodge. The committee con-
sis-ted of Brothers Hamilton, Lawson, Cook,
King and Sehiief, wvhose efforts %wvre crowned
w!th speedy success, as at thie folIo%%io meet-
in. April 9th, these Brethren reptirted having-I
socured fifteten naines of gentle-rt-i v ho desired
to form a new Lodge. It must be reînembered
that althoughI the so-called Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia had terminated its some-
w-bat liniited and precarious existence, yet
Pranklin Lodge, No. 2, xnaking a virtue of nec-zs-
sity. maintained the apostolic succession, and
nssumed all authority the case demanded.
Clainiingq that right, on the regular meeting held
.April lSth. 1866, the Past Chancellors of No. 2
approved the aplication of the gentlemen whose
narnes the coînmittee had reported on April 9th,
if-sued a Charter to a body to be kr.own as
MUount Vernon Lodge, No. 5, and Initiated and
irstructed the members in the rites and cere-
nonies of the Order.

Duning the early part of 1866, increased inter-
est manifested itself, a nd the Order seemed. to
talce nev life, and, as t'ime progressed, it again
became evident te, the then existing membership
that it 'vas absolutely necessary to make the
1Z'itual more attractive and impressive. and a

*cotinmittee was appointed -%vith a view to, the
rlivision of the wvork. The committee consisted
of Past Chaýncelions J. H. Rathbone, Clarence M.
L3arton. Ed'vard Dunn, John W. Cross, Thomas
W\%. Cook, Financial Scribe Lawson and Brother
C'ooksey, of Franklin Lodge. No. 2, and John
1. D)owns. Venerable Patriarch, and Richard T.
Sýears, Financial Scribe of M1ount Vernon Lodge,
Xo. 5.
The labor of the revision in this as in nearly ail

-eases, devoived upon one man, and Brother- Jus-
tus E. Rathbone wa.s selected to performn the
-duties unde-r the supervision of the committee.
lirother Rathibone seems to have accomplished
the task proml)tly. and the resuit of his labors,
after due examination by his colleagues, wvaz
aî>provedl unanimousiy, and on M-\ay 15th, 1866,
at a joint meeting of Franklin Lodge, No. 2,
and Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 5, it wvas re-
celved and adopted. giving to the Order the
Ritual -whlich from that time until the promul-
-gation of the new wvork in 1872, continued to be

-i.he officiai guide in conferring the degrees of
the 1ýnights of Pythias.

The record also states that at this joint meet-
-in.- thiese Lodges concluded to makîe an effort to
organize the Grand Lodg--e of the Di!itrict of
-Columbia, which had practically been a dead
.'etter fromn its organization.

On May Ist, 1866, Past Chancellor Justus H.
Rathbone, Clarence M. Barton, Edward Dunn,
-Johni H. IRin, Thomas W. Cook and Levi Beech,
-of Franklin Lodge, No. 2, together with Past
-Chancellor John 1. Downs and Representative
F. Stromberger, of M.\ount Vernon Lodge, No.

r., met for the purpose of re-organizlng the
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia.

17 nder the old system. arnong others, there
wieoffleers known as Grand Marshal, Herald,

l'relate and Inner and Outer Guardian, whlch.
at the re-organi zation wvere dispensed wvith, as
-%viil be seen by the following, wvho were then
elected:

.Iustus H. Rathbone, Grand Chancellor; Ed-
wvard Dunn, Vice Grand Chancellor; Clarence M.
l3arton, Grand Recording Scribe; John I. Downs,
Grand Financial Scribe; John H. King, Grand
Banker; Thomas W. Cook, Grand Guide; Levi
Y:eech, Grand Inner Steward; John W. Cross,
Grand Outer Steward.

Tne Grand Officers named at this time -vere
elected to serve for the rernaining unexpired
term of those whose tenure of office had ceased
%vhen the Grand Lodge of the District of Colum-
Zbia became defunct inJune, 1865. At this meet-
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