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responsibilitics are, to all devout souls,
a call to prayer.

Missionary work has made marked
advance during t1he past 100 years,
but still two-thirds of the human race
lie outside the allegiance of Christ.
The great work which yet remains .o
be done is another call to prayer.

The spirit of materialism which has
invaded national and social life, 1he)
cousequent 1relaxation of the sense of !
personal responsibility, the power and!
influence of sins which lower national
character, such as intemperance, gam-
Bling, and self-indulgence, and the|
thoughtless and indolent acquiescence !
in grave, public evils—these thinp;sl
which sadly contrast with the bless-|
ings and advantages given to us of!
God, loudly call us to prayer.

Moreover, we cannot disguise from
ourselves that the greatest hindrances
to the advance of the Xingdom of
Christ among men are to be found in
the bosom of Christendom itself,
Next to the inconsistent lives and ir-
religious spirit of many professing
Christians, perhaps the chief hindrance
is to be found in the unhanpy divisions
of the Church of Christ. The divisions
of Christendom, the present troubles in
ow own communion, and, more griev-
ous still, the acrimonious temper which
too often characterizes religious coatro-
versy, are deplorable impediments to
the progress of the Gospel. All these
hindrances are again a call to Praver.

In addition ‘o these considerations,
which it had W.c« previously in our
mind to bring nerore you, the conflict
in which our country is now engaged,
the sorrows and anxieties that accom-
pany the conflict, and the many grave
national and human interests involved,
constitute a specially solemn call to

raver.

Moved by the remembrance; of these
thingss we feel constrained to invite
to unifed prayer all who 1Jove the
name of Christ. We venture with all
affectionate respect to suggest that
this closing year of the centurv should
be consecrated to special nraver for
the outpouring of the spirit of love,
zeal, amd brotherliness, for the remov-
al of all that hinders godlv union oand
concord, for a fuller realization .n
practice of the spirit of Christ, and
for a greater readiness among His fol-
ziowers to do what he would have them

0.

We suggest further that the first

Sunday in each month of the year and

the Monday following, should be set
apart for special and recurrent suppli-
cations. We would add an earnest re-
quest, the fitness of which will be
~vident, that during such a year of
self-communing and prayer, controver-
sial questions should he as far as pos-
sible kept in the background, and that
all warfare in bitter words should be
put away, that so we may promote
the spirit needful for united praver.

We commend this invitation to
faithful of our own
to all brethren in Christ, who may
find it in their hearts to join their
prayers with ours, reminding both
ourselves and them of the many and
clear promises which encourage us to
seck thus in prayer the unfailing and
all-sufficient aid of God, who is the
Saviour of all men, and specially of
those who believe.

The following subjects for prayer are
moreover suggested in a separate paper
signed by the two Archbishops :—

i. SUGGESTED SUBJECTS FOR
PRAYER.

. the
communion, and

1. General—

t. For the spirit of prayer.

4. For recognition of our shortcom-
ings and sins—e.g., forgetfulness of
God, materialism. luxurious living,
intemperance. imnurity. gambl ag,

3. For the realization of the work-
ing of the Divine Spirit.

4. For the grateful sense of God's
goodness to nation, Church and n-
dividual,

5. For wisdomy to make use of fresh
opportunities.

2. Divistons of Christendom—

1. For the spirit_of brotherly love.

2. For a simple love of truth.

3. For a recognition of diversities of
gifts.

4. For grace in the use of gifts.

3. Spiritual Character—

1. For more Ctristlike lives.

2 Tor the realization of responsi-
bility and courage to meet and to
hear it—e.g., in use of wealth,
righteous testimony, abilities, &c.

4. Misstorary—

1. For the heathen world.



