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*and fear flot. Off %ve go! At the end of
the first second w~e are i90,000 miles
awvay froni boere; 380,000 at tie next.
O,îe minute ; two minutes ; ten minutes.
Great God ! where are we ? Steady again;
wve rise in the beavens. \Ve cross the
plains of that acrial and illimited ocean.
We -.iscover nie% spaces and nev worlds.
Heavens succeed to heavens, spheres to
sl)leres, deserts open) after deserts, iiii-
mensity after iniensity, and the human
mind bewildered and exhausted haits on
the tbresliold of creation as if it lind made
no advance. Our v'ery beart shudders
with terror and we ask W'hat can sucli
a. universe bc whichi expands in propor-
tion as our conceptions do, and whiclî ab-
sorbs our boldest concep.tions as the ocean
swallows pl the pebble tlirowr into it.

Now, gentlemen, you begin to realize
that our globe is but a grain of that seed
wbicb the Almiighty lias scattered througb
the vast fields illumined by the sun, that.
it should bud, blossoi, and bear fruiat.

Man very nîuch overrated the imipor-
tance of theceartli in the general working
and govertnment of the universe, %vhien lie
considered our globe as the rentre of crea-
tion and 1retended îlîat the sun, the moon
and tic lîlaxiets wvere but secondary bodies
cosnpelled by la%'s divine to revolve be-
fore tic tlîrone of our motionless home
for the pleasure of its inliabitants, to illu-
mine lier days and give lier niglîts a soft
and mellow liglit. Notlîing more untrue
than this proud notion of ours ! The
earth is but one of the pîlanes of the solar
systemn, and one of the smiallest too.

l)etach yourselves froni the earth; stand
as an observer in Uic upper regions and
consider this planet carried onwvard, not
as a sliip sailing on a tenipestuous ocean,
but on a sea where aIl is calmi and serene
and wlîere no commotions ever arise to
disturb its motion. Borne along witb a
velocity wbicli is commnon to everytlîing
around us, "'e are in a state somiewvbat
simiilar to that of a person in a ship) swift-
ly sailing in a si-ooth current. He feels
no motion except Miîen a large wave liap-
pens to dash against the vessel; he fancies
hinmself at rest, wluiie the shore, tlîe build-
ings and tIie huIs appear to move. You
wonder at the great sîîeed of railroads arn j
balloons; 6o miles an hour for the foirmer
and go for the latter. A niere trie!

One beat of your pulse carnes you 20

miles fromn where the preceding'one had
left you ; and you can bardly believe that
on your rising in the morning, aCter six
hours sound sleep, you have travelled
400,000 miles witlîout being conscious of
it. Our globe, witlî its eloyen hundred
millions of inliabitants, its oceans, count-
less islands and nîounitains, noves through
tlîe fields of spac.e at the rate of sixteen
liuîdred tlîousaîîd miles a day.

A few wvords about the sun. lIs dimien-
sions are secnuiuîgly the sanie as tliose of tle
moon 'wlîiclî i 50 tunies snialler than tlîe
eartlî. 'l is an error 1 'l'lie sun iE 11400,-
ooo timies larger ilian tic cartb and 96
millions of miles distant frouîî us. A mnere
tnifle!1 It would takec a nîan 2,000 years
to reach tic sun supposing lie travelled
day and niglit at Uic rate of 6 mîiles an
lîour, and i0 years wvould be required for
a cannon bail travelling, witlî a speed of

.)35o miles an lîour. The sun is Uic cen-
tre of the îîlanots that revolve around it
and lîorirov froni it liglit and hîcat. It is
the suni that producos and regulates the
days, tlie seasons and tlie years. 'Tis lie
tlîat clotlits the earth iii tlîe sprincl time
wvith a nicli green garnient enanielled w-vh
beautiful and fragrant flowers. It is the
sun tlîat ripens our lip-'ests, generates the
cooling breeze, Uie iurious winds, and
causes light, lieat, beauty and life.

Astronomiers di fier amion- tlieniselves
as to the nature of tic king of day. The
imîmense distance thiat lies between us and
the sun doos not pernmit thiese learned
meni to bu positive in thîcir assertions con-
corning tliat body. Tliey generally agree
on this, tlîat tic sun is, like the earth, an
opaique body surrounded îy a lumninous
atniosph ere of phiosph orescen t clonds.
And, now, is that nîa.jestic nionarcb, the
source of liglît and beauty, wholly fault-
less and free fron ail blemnishi? No.
Sonie 280 years ago the scientific w'orld
lîcard with bewilderîîient that the sun 'vas
charged with flot being witliout spot or
wrinkle. At first no one gave credence
to tie accusation, and the provincial of
the Jesuits told Scheidler, who had seen
these spots, that it must be a mistake,
that these spots were flot really on the
sun, but rather in his own eyes, or in the
lenses of bis telescope. What!1 Spots on
the sun I Ala.ç, yes!1 Subsequent obser-
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