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British arbitrator, formed the very highcst
opinion of Sir John's ability, and expressed
the " great vialue bis presence on t he com-.
mission hand been in the considoration of
difficuit: questions that arose, boili legal
and international, whichi were ixed up
with the subjects at issue." Charles
Russell, one of the solicitors for the
13ritishi Governiment, " w~as struck with bis
wonderlul judicial calncess. 1-Je very
seldomi spoke, iii 'his respect clifféring
from tbe United States arbitratorsi
especially, but when lie did spealz, it ;vas
alw..ys to the poin t, and his remnarks al-
ways inivariably settled the point then under
consideration. He was kindness and
urbanity itself. I féel that iii bis deatb
the B3ritish Emipire bias iost a worthY son,
a great niian."' Hon. Wilfred Laurier:
" He was my hated political rival, but my

wvarniest friend. 1-e %vis one of tbe ablest
of C- nada's sons, a man of profound con-
victions, of great valour, and of iianv
brilliant parts. Emiinently patriotie, bis
mmnd equalled bis lie.-rt, and bis mmiid
%vas broad. H-e cared nothing- for the
al)proval cf the populace; hoe feit only the
satisfaction of d uty accompi ished. Could
1 do othcrvisc than admire such a mnan,
the finest ornament of Canada?

It is said tbat Sir Jobin Thompson's
favourite character in B3ritish history wvas
Sir Tbomas M\ore, and in reading the
biography of that plain, unselfish, bligh-
minded maan, there are niany points of
i eseniblance. Sir Tbomas %vis "a Catiiol ic
by religion, wbo, taking the position iii
th;e world to which God had called him,
hiad wvorked out for hmnself, hy bis owvn
energy and talents, a carcer tbat would
satisfy the uiost anibitious. 11e rose froni
ai simlple citizen to a highi subject, and by
steady application to tbe duties of bis
office had oarned for hirnself a distinguishced
reputation. His life wvas nîarked by an
ardent devotion to bis famnily. He wvas a
thoroughi Catbolic and iet was bis custorn-
ary habit bciore uindertaking any iattor
of imlportance, to confess." There is ait
epitorne of Sir John's life. "With groat
ability lie united nîodesty; with exalted
p)osition, rectitude."

V/e worider at bis phenornenal success.
But wvhy? Renienber the words of Holy
V/rit: -" Seok ye irst the kingdonî of God
and Ris justice, an-d ail things else shall be

added unto you." Religion to hirn Nvas
somiething real and vital. It wvas the guiding
force of bis daily life. lie wvas essentially
a man of prayer, and am-id, the distrac-
tions of bis higb office, lie neyer forgot bis
religious (luties. It is %vell here to ploint
out the genuine an-d sincere catholicity
of the manî, and for that reason we shahl
divert from the trend of our remarks to re-
late sotne of. the incidents in connection
witb tbe rcligious side of bis life, whichi are
dcserving of remiembrance.

Ho becamne a couvert to Catholicity in
1871, at tbe age of twenty-seven. That
bie made tbe change delîberately and
under circuistances rnot dissimilar to
Newman and Manning, wve know ; for bis
intimiaté friends relate that lie %vas debat-
ing the miatter for years before the final
step) was taken. 'l'lie saine deliberate
%%-eiging of ar-gument that characterized
lits whole life, lie emuployed at that criti-
cal pericd. 0f tbe sincerity of that con-
version, tbe l)ractice of bis adopted
religion anifply proves. Indeed, lie re-
niarked hiimself :"I have everything to
lose fromn a worldly standpoirit by the step)
I ani abiout to take. Buit tiever mmiid, 1
kntowv stenogra phy, and can scratch a
living for my family, even thoughi it be a
poor one."y

We hiave said lie w~as a man of prayer,
and as an evidence of bis simple, abiding
faith, a faitb as pure and positive as that
of the sainily peasants of Jreland, w~e
shaîl quote bis ow'n words. It is iii con-
nection with bis firstandmnemiorable speech
in defence of the govornmient on the exe-
cution of Riel. "I1 would have given aIl I
possessed ifi could liavetold a cild at school
iii Halifax to do a certain thing for nie that
ni-lit. I nmoved the adjourrnient of the
debate, and, to mrite, 1 knew my letter
could not reach Halifax in tiimi-, and to
telegrapbi would -nover do. 'l'le child
wvas niy son, and wliat I wished hini to do

-for mie at that most critical period of my
life, wvas to go to confession on Saturday
and to receive Communion with the in-
tention that I mîghit acquit myseif in a
minner wvorthy of the important task,
and with credit to nîyself as a Catholic.
Shortly bof ore I rose to speak I received
a letter froni that child, saying that lie had
read in the Halifax papers that Mr-. Blake
was to speak on Friday and that 1 was to
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