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MNONG warlike
JICopIlcs, fents of
strcngthi, speed ilîd
coduranc-e hanve

ever exciteci ad-
roiralion and coin-

mecnt of national gaînes. Festive days
were dedicaied bytenietscsoe
national dcity and gaines wverc hicld cithier
to amuse the mulntitude or to satisfv the
%vill of the gods. IFor the comprl)(titors
thiere 'vas no other inducenient tItan emuii-
lation or at best the prospect of a sniall
reward.

'l'le nations most conlspicuious anion.
the ancients (oir thecir igility -ind cclclbrity
iverc (;reccrc and Ronic. To these nations
then wve mîust look for dt earliest forni
and füllest d( ;clopinenit of ancient -aines.

In (*;rcc-, the gaies werc genierally
coînnectcd %vithi, or formled ])art of sonie
religiotus observance, celubr:itud at fixed
intervals of timie, and conncictedl ny nîyth
or lecgcnd withi sonie hiero, dlcnii-god, or
locil dcitv. *Fhc iinost notcd place for
the -ailles was Olympia, ain enclosure in
the richi plain of Euls. 'lle cclebrity of
thc Olympia mies lcd to the institution
oi several othiers, similar in nature, but
less in impilortaniice, sucli as the Nenîcan,11
Istliîinian and Pythian gaines.

An interniational law proclainicd a
gencrai suspension of hiostilities w'vic reby
ie ,rcks front ail îxtrts wvere enalbled to

attend the fcsti'als& 'vithout dancr or
inrîc.Anothier :twv nîainly regarded

the itliîctcs. hl obli-cd themn to undcr.
go a course of training- for ten nio-nhls in
aymnaisiuni before entering any contest,

andl to appear l)Cfore a tribunal on tlic
[estive day to provec by witncsses that they
%vere of pure I-lellenic blood, and hand nu
stain, religious or civil, on tlieir chair.ctcr.
Atterwvards they sworc flint ilhey wvoîld
refratin froni employing frauitd or guile iii
a»>' of the sncred cositesis. At tlîe ap-
jîrorich of a grcat festiva-.l heralIds pro-
cilinicd (romi the inounitain fastnless of
lliessndy to the rcînotest colonies of

Cvrenie anîd MN-arseilles the truce and ait
Warlhare ceased. A safle conduct, duriuîg,
the sacrcd interval %vas assured to ail andi
the difft..rent trihes assembled and fornîcd
a band of union amongf the I oric race.

''le contests, at thie festivals consîsied
o! exhibitions, displaying aIl modes ut
bodiîy activity, the lirinCiffle bewng racus
on foot. wvith l:orses and chariots, con-
tests in leaping, %vrestlingr boxing and
several oitiers of inior importance. TFhe
!amcns were incrcased accordimr tD the
înterest and popularity they gained. At
O1lymia, a fustive day %vas hceld evecry
fourth year, aînd the different evenits of
dit: prog'rammie ivere contested ini the
lollowving order-

b-'otrcc.-.I*his usually attracted muchi
attention, and the nuiber of comî>i)!turs
entered fur it %vais qgenerally large. 'l'le
distance atl irst wsvasto lîundrcd yards
afterwards it wvas extended to tuur lîundred
yards,and finallyrat the iftecth Olymipiad
il. 'as te-tciided to thiree miles. Tradition
lias hianded down no records for any of
thîe distances, but certainly thîe speed dl%-
layed %vas not, above tie ordiiary aniong

mtoderun atlilctcs. 'l'lie runlner relied
wholîy upon is strcnothi andi endurancu,
igîoriîîg both style anîd forin of rtiniing.

Tlie enictiiubcred race 'vas, as rit prcsezît.
vcry excitiiîg and frequcîîtly elicited dte
niiost enitlhusiastie apill.tîse especially
froin Uhec frieîîds of the contestants. At
prescut, tlîis contcst is ternîed the f.atiîîaîîi's
race. Auiong thie Greeks il, was custoni-
ary, if at nian did tiot corne tip to the
required weiglît, to 'vear a, leavy arniour.
I'lato higlîly recoîîîïeided tIlis as a pre
parition for î'nil itary service.

'lle Clia ri ot-riýce. -Tlh is 'vas consider-
cd] the iîiost important of thc nation ai
contests. Rich nd poor -ilike competed
in it. Il 'vas introcluced iu the t venty
third Olynipind and lield in the hiipix%-
droie, a race-course, laid otut on the lest
side of the hlîll of Kronîos. ThIe cuurx
'vas notcd as hiaviîîg one sliarp) turn, %i; fi
brought: death to, man> a liero. Soutec-
tiine~ twenty charTiots cntered one r.av
anîd the danger the cliarioteers; 'erc
exposed to 'vas apixilling. Pausan.âs
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