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Thc-re is a qua]ity of /u"i ,' ini Certain bkswhichi bring-S us
into feelings of immediate intimiacy with their authors. It Cali
be counterfeited nieither by, cleverness of thoughit nor trick of~
style. This force of true, personality is seldoin so -srigyfeit
as in a perusal of the wvritings of Oliver \Vendell ilolmes.
\Vhat reader of his Breakfast Table Series lias not feit towardl
that iuspired writer-conversatioinalist, auti ever-deepening friend-
shiip ?

Saddening, as must be our flr-st realization of death's eall tu
to the last figure of thiat grand Ne w Englan1 group-Enerson,
Bryant, ]Longfel low, Lowe il, \Vhittier an d 1ol nes~-we are not
wvitliout our 1)reselît Solace. Thiotighi the ]ife-worni octogyenariani
lias finishied biis - good fighit," there yet lives withi us, iii as 'al
a sense as lie ever live.L our friend, tie Autocrat, Poet and
Professor. Having touchced bis personality not inerely throughi,
but -in, the written expressions of bis thiouclit, we shaîl have
ever in our xniidst. the presence of an enduringy friend.

Mie inid of the writer will ilw«,ays revert withi a glow of
renîiniscent gratefulness and pleasure to biis first introduction
into this, now ]ongY-establishied, friendship. It was one of those
excessively hiot .June days, upon a wveek or so of whichi our erratie
Canadian sununer sometimes, expends the stored-up enerýgy
righitfülly dlue to the next fortnighit or two. A lazy-looking
individual, hie lay srretchied upon the Iloor iii a city dwellinm,
holding with languid grasp a ýsinal green volume. At lengthi ini
perspiring indecision hie openied at the first page, and directed
hiis eyes dIrearily towdrd the openilgc sentences of the Autocrat.

Mie first paragrapli, to a drow'sy consciojusniess, seemied .Un
apalling cinbination of psychiology, mathieinaties, and inieta-
physics, but with sleepy perseverance hie contiiîued to the

secnd. He, too stared whien " they aIl st-ired.-," and contii ed
to dIo so ws witli rowving attention, lie turnedl eachi successive leat'.
Whiat a breakfast of intellectual ainbrosia followed this arousing
of bis lialf-slumbering iiientality! Interesting thoughl instruc-
tive, amusingr yet tender, playfully didactic but neyer perlantic,
in mnanner at once celighitfully contemplative and brigrhtly
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