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The report ai \V. A. C,îrlyk, Provincial niineralag.
î'st, ou filte Sloéhn. Nelsoîn aîîd Ainsworth dîsbtîi.cts. is
ju-'t tn a .Il. It ks înost coinpkte and coiprehcensivc
andi will prove cxceedingly tisef t. l11 lus introdluc-
tion 'Mlr. Carlyle says:

-he faiîne of the large and unique gold.bcarinug
deposits tif 1Zoýl:tnd1 lias nowv spread far atied. witlî
iht! restilt tuaii during the past year ilhe attention of
inuning nien and cîpit:îlists front ail parts of the
Warid lias Lecn drawîî to Britibli Columubia. landcI manv
have hecu lucre and bouglit tunîing prapcrty. or %vill
retorn nexi venir to seck itivttiiieiit, for %lîiclî this
province wvitîouît geradv'entuîre iieîv offen, inosi favor-
aille nti ativani a.g-ots <pportunhties.

-The ntnîgindustrv or liritibik Columibia, it inust
he renieînlbered, apart froîn tlie Placer. gold and coal
iiing. is of very recent inccption. Utitil eiglit oir

utine vears ago rte great extent of tlie inotintainous
couiutrv situtti af the Cauudiau I>jcitic IZ;ulw.,y tai tlle
buudary file, %vas a %vîildnipss knouwu ta kew save
Ille Indi.ins antd hîîniors, or the prospecûs for gtuid
diggini!s, but the fiiîiing af silver-capper ore on Trond
Mnointain, and rte begifining of work an thce silver.
ltad are? depasits ont the cast af lZtotenuv lake, dis-
covcrc<I inany years aga by meni iirte litudson Biay

cmn;.i* ipio>'. %viti rie sub.,cîueit d.scovery
a:nong rte siruontains ric.r b> of other silver leth.es,
siinali.ecd the commnencemient af iiiiining in Kootenny.
flut it tas îlot util 1g90.91 Oint thi±se silver veius
wverc bcgiuning ta attraCt mnuii len ta this provinîce
froînt tlro,tql, and active aperations %vert: geîtiug, wel
trader w.vde-pète the dîWuicîuius andi gttdt cost o!
iuriuging in supplics or tr.îisporuing orc tai the sinelt-
ers, ivlîcn ait prg ress %vas l'or il tinie staoupeti and
hople crushedt(l) ite stidden collapse in !,ilver values,
occ.usionctl h)v the of~i a rte I ndîau inîlltb ta the
fret: caii.igct of ilis ntctial.

"tar.icevertlieless. on sorie of tîte velus wvas per-
sevtre<I lit, atid In I1894 uearly S %voo vrtli of ile
arc waz. stit q1u: of Kootciîay. *flîeîi bctttr înc.au ai
cnîimunwie; on litcre provideui, and in 189)5 thle pira-
duiction of tUic daffcet kinis o! silvcr ore îucrcabud
tu over ;I,ço,ooo, %% iii prod Uctiait lias becît doobied
in î896.

*Mea~witiethe gu(id.lîeairiug pyrriuotite depasits on
Tratil Crcçlk wec bi ig exploiteti under maîîy vicissi-
ttutde>. tutti! the bh:iiiitiilts of p.1v ore. litî9~ ta the
vaulue -if 4 5,aoo. .19ui1 OfKcaI tcn tîînes tis- aîîî,uîît
in 1&)5 froînt rte large ore bodiecs of Ille Le Roi and
War 1-*;-.lc. casinma-ndcd wvidesprcatl iutcrcst by
re.ia o its heiiîg gold are and very profitable, aiid
ia 1896 liai been s.-ea a grett ititlu-x o! captiiitals rcpr.-
senuatives and iiininîg men, îvho arc liai oulv secur-
ing go:d praperties, b>ut are iitvesting in silver as
wetl.

"Teproduction o! rtet Kaotenay mines, wlîcn coin-
pareid %vitl tisat of îuîany of the suiuîug centres ia
otiier coauntries, wuli fot appear 50 veny large ta a
casu.il re.1der, but %V111:1 aIl the conditions are uîîdcr-
stoud, tiat anr cntirc)y.uiew caunîtry af large territorial
extent is bcing rapidly opcncd up under dîficulties;

flint the supply of ueedee' .ca*pi!al, util recepitly * lins -- treated-aupasiectcfpdcto an sî!tg
been lîleagre , I~nd t1îai in reality nôtt a single mneî is certainlv tuast ericotiragiug ta tli.ose interested ia
lias lîad tinie ta (la sufflicnt' deveiopmýeuî ta put if on tud po!jtcîropositious of Kootcuay.
a reahly proper hasis for extraction a! are and fuîrther Thei . %ocn it h lin area 15 by 25 miles, Mr. Car.
exploratory %vork. tlîis produtionai %vili dieu be scen ta lyle cliaracteriz--s as the most productive iiuiiîg
affirs.ti atu t fur shing and hîopcfi condition o! districttt i h province. Thtis Nv*nter nealy fi!ty

"As to he fut re krci no%- ua doubt but thiat tlie âble itesurhls and a large nuInber of other dlaims beiïîg
nuniber ofpayiug mîines andic aeine outptut vill -opened uip.
steadilk incrense in the disti-icts tto lé described, biîr ". *Vtring I896, 18.215 tons yidided 2,i4i,o88. ounces of
îlot virl tliat extravagant rate of iucrease predicted silver and i 1,210,667 paunds of fead iand an avcragec a!
1wv soin - at lcast not util tiiose conditions exist tliat 117,4 otunces o! silver per ton and 52.7 per cent fend
%vill permit the extracti!on o! a miucli greater tonnage giviug a net profit O! $75 lier tari. Mlazy carloads of.
af are. Such contIitione are bciug sîipplied, and judg- ore shipped yieldcd as hi-fi as 300 anc joo ounces o!

in riîtesîpnt lcd ud i u c ei, silver per tan. Tite Slocan Star wlîicb lias the larg-
whlicli exce•il tiiose o! ;iny previuis y'ear for flic cor- eýt chte of higit grade are in tire district received
respt.iiding timne, Ille outpîut front Kootenay for 1897 front the sincîiters, front 11.52g tons ai are and concez-
ivili show a vert substautial rirease. -trats sold duiriug tue last tlîrec years, 912,00 ounlces

"For saille rine back thcre lias existeri -t strong of a silver and 13,482,oooýpounds of leacL.
antipathv tai silver praperties, and forciga investors Ia spcakiug of the Ainsworthl disirR ri r. Carlyle
especialiy have refuseu ta cîttertain any proposition says it is recoverin- r apidly front flie set back follow-
tlîat %%,as îlot on a gald basis, buit now the fact is beiîîg ing flic decline of silver prices aiîd nine mines ship.
rcahized flint '%viil silver even nt its greatiy reduiccd "ped ore duriag 1896, avera.ging 3o or 40 ounices ini
value, if thiere is a sufficieut nuier o! ounces of this .silver.

whiite ictai iii tire are, a silver or sîlver-lcad mine is Thei mines shîipping are duriug tire hast season
(ftilte as profitable antd as <esirable as a goid mine, were: Siocan, 42; Nelson, 4; Ainîsworth, 9. Tire
and the handsoine rcîuîrns fron flic very luighi gratte miner -at wvork wcre: Siocan. boa;. Ainsworth. '200;
silver ares heiug inind in rite districtstrobe described, Nelsn. 35o. The are slîipped ivas: Slocan, 2,316'561
are attracting inecasing attention, as is testi!ied Iuy Ounces Of silver. 17,778.384 pounds o! lcad, value $2,-
the nuinhbers noie seeking sîlver properties and thie 085,445 against $942.094 inii1895. Nelsoni, s86.143
transactions recorded. as Ûlaiuy minecs or claims have otunces o! bilver anîd 2,010,29)4 pouîîds af lead. value
becu boîîgiit or bonded by Englislî, Aiucrican anti $493,225. agaiust $34J120 lu 1895. Ainswoftlî, 2o3,897
Canadian iîîvcstors duirijg tlie p;ust seasoli, flot only aUlîces o! silver. 2,476,972 ponnds o! Icad, value
wîithin tiiese districts, buit otiier parts of Britiush $zi,98 " gis el 467i 85 tefli~ofi
Coluimbia. tiîis district bcing (Ile ta the stoppage o! ivark aut the

"1he out]ool, for the caîuîiug Venir is cspecialiy loce Bird, tîluere tlie are had becoine ratller lowv
bright, as mny praperties are beginning thei neiv grade for prescrit conîditions.
ycar wvitl are in siglit. ucw ines have been added ta TALI.KNG ÂItîT Ct>NuITIONq.

the list. vcry pronîisiug prospects arc beiug opcucd up,
andi duiring i&)1 neariy evcry claimn froîn îvlîiclu are
lias been thîppeti in the past, will be an thic list o!
slipprs. Thierc praîttises ta ite a steady incrense in
tr,- aiouiut a! the are extracteci anud sold and iît tire
alîotoot of develapunient doue, bîît it is both iîwise
aîud liurtful ta predict very large anîd siîddcn advasites
lu tlicnminerai output. as it mnust ho rceillnibercd tlîat
a greatly increased outp>ut reqoircs also a grently in-
crenscid ainatint o! under-ground work, îîîîlcss large
bol!u.s o! iery higli grade ore are unîcovered. E x-
trat agamit propltesies inay tra% ei far, anîd if flic actu.il
resoîts do îlot approach tire ainouint tlios !oretold,
harîin unustly a mine or district in wliicli tlic pragress
lias becu most favorable and satisfactory, qui-c equal
ta tlîc expctatiauls of tiiose best qualificd ta know."

A teature o! tue repaît whiiclî %vill prove af intercst
is the statciuîent o! are prouctionî anti values fr-oui
tire producing mines o! the Siocan anid Ainswvorth
districtb. Tite impression t

sprevaiied that tlîe are
o! thîe Silver Kinig mîine %vas t-ery riciî, but tiîis idca is
dissipuateil by Mn. Cuariylcs lii;tires, wliich sliv thuat
the rettîras f raiî îttarly 30,000 touts O! Silver King ore
titre appraxiiîiatehy 2j ounces a! siver and 3 7-la pe .r
cent. copper. Tire fact that sucli are is successfuliy

l'lie Ottatva corresponîdent O! thic Warld tvires titis
paper as folloiws: "It is cuirri'utl rcportedl in poiU-
cal circles tliat negatiatiaus arc lu progrcss betîveen
tlie goverîuîttent aud the Caîtadian l>acific Railway
Comnpany for the construcdtion of tht Crows Nest
Pass Railway, -It is-said Mr. Blair realizes tlint a liue
throuîg-h tlîe Crowv's Nest couid not be buiht by tht
gavernînent as cheapiy as by an intlejbeîdent. cor-
poration, but tliere stands lu his way tire feeling la
Alberta, as wîelI as lu Britishi Coltumbia, ln favor o!
ritie construction and operatiolî o! tlie uine under gav-
erîtitient auspices. Mr. lilair is amixiaus ta piacate
the feeling lu ture Territories and Biritish Columbia
before coininitting thîn gavemient tai nid tire Canad-
ian Paucifie in tItis unatter. Ile wants a dcr6nite under-
standing la tlie matfer o! freight rates, flot only over
ilie Praposedl ncv fiue, buit over ail tire fiues o! tlic
company. The contention of the caîîîpauy lu the
past lins been that its rates are tint unreasonable, and
tvhihe it .s flot staied precisely. wvh.t MNr. Blair's
%visites ;ure, ait excellent authority it is Icarned tiiat
lue wiIl not causent tothe acquisition o! tlic charter
for flic Craw's fine by tlie C. P. R., and governient
assistance towards is canstruction, util a defluite
arranlgement rçZarding local and througli rates, has
been seccured %vîtl the conipainy."
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