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LECTURES ON PREACHING.

o
DY IENRY WARD BEECELR.

In July, 1871, & Leotureship wns founded by Mr.
Henry W. Sage at Yalo College, and named by him the
Lyman Beccher Lectureahi, ok Preacling, A cousse of
twelvo loctures is annnally to be delivored on this foun-
dation bofore the classes m Theolugy, by preachers
selected and appointed hy the Faculty of tho Divinity
Schoo] of Yalo College. Tho following aro extracts from
tho Sixth Lecturg on “Rhetorical Drill and Goneral
Training :"—

Therd i3, in éortnin_ quarters, s projudico existing
against persohinl training for preaching, in so far asit
is nffected by posture, gestures and the like, ~ Thero is
a feefing abrond in regurd to it, ns thongh it would make
a dramatic art.out of that which should be & sacred iu-
spiration.  Yoiknow that a man needs aendemical aud
professional efluention in order to preach his best, DBut
the enne cousiderations that mako 1t wise for you to
pass through a hberal cdacation, make 1t also wise fur
you to' pass through aliberal d@rill and training in all
that pertuius o oratory.

THE VOICE.

1t is, however, n matter of very great importance what
end you seek by such traimung, If & man is attempting

to make himself simply n great orator, if his thought of
preaching is how to present the most admirable pre-
sence beforo thepeople, and how to have tonesthat sliall
be most ravishing and melting, and if he tho
gesture that is approprinte to this and that. sentence—
in short, if hie studies as an actor studies, and as an
actor properly studics, too,—he will make-a great mis-
take, for what are the nctor'sends are Lut the preacher’s
means. On the other hand, as a man’s voico is that
instrument by which the preacher- hes to performn his
whole work, its eficiency is well worthy of study. For
mstauce, the veics wast by elastic, su thut 14 canbe ased
for long periods of time without fati,ue, and the habitual
spenker should learn to derive from it by and by tho
power of unconscious force. There 1s_just as much
reason for n, preliminary, systematic and scientific drill
of the voice as there is for the training of the muscles
of a man’s body for any athletic exercise. A man often
lins, when he begins to preach, a feeble and low voice ;
cach one of his sentences seems liko a poor scared mouse
running for its hole, and overybody sympathizes with
the man as he is hurrying through his discourse in this
way, rattling one word intothe other. A.little judicious
drill would hiave helped him out of that, If his atten-
tion is called to it before hie begins has mnistry, 1s it.not
worth while for him to forin a better kadit? A great
many'men commence preaching under a nervous organ-
ism. They very speedily.rise to a sharp and hard mono-
tone; and then they go on through their whola.sermon
as fast 29'they ean, Bever lebting their voice go ahove or
below theéir falsé pitch, bt always stickiug to that,
unil everybody gets tired out and they among the rest.
:VARIOUS -VOOAL- ELEMENTS.

If o man ean.be-taught inthe beginning of liis min. '
isiry something .about suppleness of voice, and the
method of using i, it i3 yery much to lis advantage.
For example, I'have knoin scores of preachers that had
uot the slightest knowledge of the explosice tones of the
voice. Now and then a man fulls.anio it “ by nature,”
as it is said ; that Is, Lp stumbles into 1t accidentally.
But the acquired power of raising tho voice at will i 1ts
ordmary range, then explosively, and agaw in its higher
keys, and the knowledge of -its possibilities: under theso
different phases, will be very helpful. It will help the

reacher to spare bothr himself #id to spare his people.

t will help him to accomplish results, almost uncon-
sciously; when'jt Hins"hecoine & habit, that could not bo
gained'in‘any Gtherwny. '

Therd ate a great niany effécts in public speaking that
you mukt fali‘into the conyersational tone to make.’
Everyman ought to'lmdw'thié chari thero isin thattone,
and especinlly when usitigwhat e ¢all the vernacular
or idiomatic:English:phrasés, I have-kdown a-great
many moxrt-admirablo prenchers.wholostalniostall their
sympaphetic hold,upon their congrégations, because thoy
were too-literary, too peripinastic,.and too scholasti in:
their d,x:qtipu. Thoy-always preferred. to use: large lam:.
guage tather than good.SaxgnEnglish. . Butlet mo tell:
you, therais a snbtle charm inthe use of plaindanguago.
that pleases people, thoy scarcely know why. It gives
bell-nofes syhich Hng out suggestions 1o the popular,
heart? "T}xex;e‘m;gvordé that men have heard when boys

a¢ home, ‘arcund:thd Liearth ind the table, Fords that

are full of -fathey and 6f mother, and fll’ :t " éommon
¢ s o common |

and domdstiddifp. Thicke d¥é:the words tHat afterward,
when-bronght info our dis¢onrse,Wwill- produce & strong
influence on yolur auditors, giving an elomentof suctess; |
words that-will. have an:éffect that your liearors:tho:
selves. eaunot.acconnt-for..- For,aiter all, simple lans

d-down and stamed throughswithsthe -best
- Now;bewgsure that:

your -thems is-one of inte and. worked .ot with
thought, if you take Ianguage of tha} kindapd msp it in,

|-of opposing

)
colloquial or familinr phrases, you must adapt to it
quiet and natural inflection of voice—for almost all the
sympathetio part of the voice is in the lowor tones and
in a convorsationnl strain—nand you will eévoke n power
that is triumphant in reaching {he heart, and in mnking
your Iabours successful among the multitudes.

But there is a great deal besido that. Where you are
not enforeing anything, but are persuading or_encour-
rging men, you will find_your work very difficnlt if you
speak i alond tonc of veice.  You may fire nn audienco
with g loud voice, but if you wish to draw them into
sympathy and to win them by persuasion, and you aro
near enough for them to feel your magnetism and soe
your cye, so that you need not hinve to strain your
voico, you must talk to them as n father would talk to
his child. You will draw them, and will gain their as.
sout fo your propositions, when you could do it in no
other way, nnd certainly not by shouting.

On tho other-hand, where you are in eager oxhorta-
tion, or speaking on publie topics, where your theme
calls you to denuncintion, fo inveotive, or anything of
that kind, it is then that the sharp and ringiug tones
that belong to the uppu 1egister aro suimetimes woll-
nigh omuipoteat. Thel6 are cases in which by asingle
oxplosive tone & man will drive home a thought asa
hammer drives a nail; and there i3 no eseapo from it.
I recollect to hinave heard Dr. Humphroy, President of
Amberst College, who certainly wasnot nrhelorician, on
,one aceasion speaking in respect to the trentmontof the
-Indiang, He used one of the most provincial of provin.
cialisms, but he used it with an explosive tone that:
fastened it in my memory, and not only that, but it
gave an impulso to my whole life, I might say, sud af-
fectod e in my whole course and Inbour as a reformer.
It was the effect of but o single word.  He had Leen de-
seribing the shameful manner iu svhich our Government
bad broken treaties with the Indians in Florida and
(Georgin, under the nfluence of Southern statesmanship,
He went on saying what was just and what was right,
and camo to the discussion of some oritial point of
policy which had been proposed, when he suddenl
censed lus argument, and exclammed, * The voico of the
people will be hited up, and they shall say to-the Gov-
ernment, YOU SHAN'T! " Now, *shan’t” is not very
good English, but js provinoial, colloquial, and very
familiar to every Luy. It carriea a home fecling with
it, nnd wo all knew what it meant, He lot it"out liko
bullet, and the whole chapel was hushed for the mo-
mcnt, and then that rustle followed which showed that
the sbot had struck. It has remained-in my memory
ever since.

(Z'0 be continued.)
————
THE PLEA OF INSANITY.

The frequency with which the plea of insanity is
advanced in the trial of murder cates, aid the in-
.crensing disposition of juties tv -entertain it favour-’
:ably, are becoming, both here-and.in England,,
prominent features-of modern criminal’ practice.
The explanation of thesé facts need not pre-suppose
the existence of anu 1 amoviit of insanity.at
the present day ; other.and sufficient reasons.are
easily found. A refined civilization quickeningand
exagerating ‘the ‘sympathetic sentiments and ‘sus-'
coptibilitics, has developed in this generation a
sttong repugnance to the infliction of severe and
revolting punishments, such as the.death-penalty.
The horror of condemning a inan to a terrible doom
thus -often outweighs the feelings of indignation
aroused by the commission of a bloody deed,as well
-as the known necessity of condign punishments to
‘prevent future outrages and repress the insolence
of crime.

This general. sentiment inclines juries to avail
-themselves of any reasonable pretext to avoid con-
“Yicting of a-capital offence. The plea of insanity is
50 general and successful, because it furnishes a
-very available an’ defensible, ground.for indulging
:this mexciful disposition, a .purpose for which it is
eminently. calculated by:virtue of thé.confusioniex-
isting in the popular, and it may.be added, the
“dcientific mind on the-entire subject of .dementia;

Physicians and' phgsiqlogists are called-upon:the
_stand ; are- examined and cress-examined ;. every
difference of opinion magmfied-ten-fold by the art
counsel-~until finally 2 mass of: the.
"'most.incongruous and contradictory: dicta has-been.
!Aélicitei.i_ gflt of this n hopelessly-confused jury -is

“t0:construct a verdict on which a man’s life depends,

What' wonder, that'men in ‘such:a predicament’
-refuse to talie upon themselves the responsibility of-

the criminal’s denth, and ncquit him rather than
incur the risk of visiting with hnmah vengenice one
whom the judgment of God has st apart.

There is, i{ may bo truly said, no subject in the
mixed domains of mordl and physical pathology, at
onco 50 full of inherent difficulties, and much en-
veloped in quackery and smpiricism, as insanity.
The whole border-land of sanity and insanity is in
fact utterly befogged. ', What constitutes mental
integrity, and when does the mind become unsound?
At what point does an idiosyncrasy becono a noio-
mania 1 When do eccentricitie8 beogin to indicato
mental derangemont? Mov: far in fact is a marked
individuality itself perfect!; consistent with unim-
peachable sanity? Theso are all questions full of
the mostsubtle embarrassments, xequiring for-their
correct determination a council of psychologists and
physiologists, but which in fect must be settled.to -
the best of their knowledge and beliof by-the first
dozen impartialanen that can be found.

When may o person be called well, and when
called ill? Upon reflection, this appears to be by
1o means a simple question. TFor the daily neces-
sities of mutual comprehension, we broadly describe
each other ns. gick or well, and yet wo know that
few persons are in perfect health, andfew so-sick
that all their physical functions are perverted, It is
a question of infinite degrees, shading imperceptibly
into each other. It would be impossibge-to state,,
except by some arbitrary rule, the preciso point nt
which a man ceases to bo well, and becomes sick.
Now, if wo suppose the life of the man-to depend.
upon the decision of a precisely similar quqskiqg
concerning his mental state, wo can vividly imaghio
the nature and difficulty of the problom before &
jury, sworn to make true deliverance between the
-Commonwealth and a murderer pleading insan-,
ity. Wo must, however, further remember that a
question of sanity or insanity is far shoto difficult
than any question of the.5la{e o relations of our
‘bodily faculties, by reason of the mote subtle gnd
complicated nature of the mental-and moral attri-
butes. Nor should we forget that moral insensi-
bility is not, in the eye of the law, to be confounded
with moral ineapacity 3 for-the formerimplies.only
depravity—the latter, légal-insanity. This distiic-
tion is, indeed, clearer in theory than in application,
but it is very material, since without it every har-
dened villain might claim impunity by virtue of the
| very induration. of Lis conscience: Nor, on the:
other hand, does unquesiionable insanity imply*en-
tiro inability of self-control and insensibility.to:the
influence of ‘rewards, and punighments ; for in- all
\‘vieu-mannggdvinsshe asylums the inmates axe chigfly
controlled by a system-of rewards.and deprivations: .
_consequent upon conduct.

Theé incertainty involving the subject-of insanity
is on the whole &0-groat, that in theory-it appoars-
capable of bringing the entire ddministration of jiis-
tice into andnavchical condition. ~But pragtically
‘the comnion senso of the Commuiity—a criterion

ot t0 bo:expresied in rules of genersl dpplication,

‘but fitting itself like a plastic measure 0 the pecit
Yiarities of individual cases-~will.doubtless prevént.
such a result, except whero the, death penaltyrim-~-
-pends,,and any.%lnusible argument:for. acquittalis:.
“easily ieredited .by merciful juries, -and:generally
uiesced in'by-the public, The. tardy- inBiction.
and frequant-ultimate -evasion or:remission:ofrthe.
extreme penalty, still further- indicates thd general
sentiment -on- this.subject. It is:hvttdo mich to
say that at present homicides stand more chances'of:
‘escaping the.vengeance of the law:than. any other
‘class of criminals. N
The only:remedy-for this state ‘of ‘things is the:
substitution for the -death-penilty of kome punish=
‘ment—such as perpetual imprisonnicnt—wliich; niot
being so excessivély repugnantto the humare spirit
of this.generdtion, shall have some chance.of being:
‘enforced.  We should tlien .doubtless. witness. o
“marked falling-off in the number.
ers; and. ‘ experis” in.inganity—
as the English call them—would find:their
judicial occupation gone. . . ., Ve
There is one other point:: Aminsanepersontwith
a'mania‘for;homicide, althougli-not fully ameriable
10 law, may still- be:as.dangevoits +o thia.community:
.28 the:most'cdol-headed.of Thugs, andithere is.no
-more right for:sturning lhim:loose upon lis- fellow
.mon,;than-there would haye:been for.hanging hijo.
Our law imperatively-xéquires' amerndmient: in: this.
réspect. A jury-acquitting a Homicide :for whom
insanity-has been. plended, -shotld: be..required .to’

-gpecify whether~they ‘had'-acquitted him' on¥ {lat--



