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Mrs. Hutcheon has written a very practical little book (7),
and wo shonld be glad to know of its being widely circulated.

Mr. Kiugston, in his new book (8), has excelled bimself.
Ve all know his style, so fresh and vigorous, which has d(}~
lighted tho hearts of ‘‘Tho boys” for years past, and this
isst venture, intended more especially for girls, 1s fully equal
to his previous efforts, though written, of course, in a very
different strain.

Young men would do well to read and take to heart the
addresses just reissucd by Dr. Landels {9). They are ful)
of life and vigour; practical, homely, aud searching, and
thoroughly up to the times. .

An exceedingly good bnok, though somowhat plagiaristic,
is Duncan Macgregor’s  *‘ Mariner Newman” (10), wntten
very much on tho lines of the Pilgrim’s Progress. The author
has given us some very striking thoughts, clothed with a
naintness which adds no little charm to the whole.

«Village Methodism ' (11) basfound a worthy chronicler in
the Rev. J. Colwell. His sketches are well written, and true
to life.

Mr, Longley has just issued a third edition of Whittle’s
Memoir of Bliso (12) which has been justly called *“a charm
ing mewmoir of a charmiog man.” The cuover alone of thi«
pew igsue (1. edition) ought to sell the book ; it is the most
effective we have scen fora long time.

Very simple yet very earnest aud even pathetic, is the
story of two brothers (13), which Mr. Shenton has just issued.
1t is exceedingly cheap, and is just the book we should hike to
gee in every village library in the kingdom.

We have reccived The Duties of Wesleyan Stawards, by
Rev. E. Workman (Wesleyan Conference Oltice) Thoughts on
Immortality, by R. Brown (Stock). T'he Promiscis to You.
(Stack). The Ritualistic Conspiracy. A very trenchant pam-
phlet. (**Kock’ Oflice.) Iattic and Nancy, and Jtagyed Jim's
last Song, two simple and very interesting Jittle bovks for the
sounger ones (Wesleyan Conference Office).
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HE Bishop of Manchester, in a letter to Mr. W, Birch, of
that city, says:—‘‘There may possibly be cases in
which war may be the only rewedy of some foul or crying
wrong, and may be accepted as the lesser of two evils. But
modern warg, which bave been mostly prompted by greed, at
jealousy, or fear, have rarely had this motive for their justifi-
cation, or can be regarded by iutelligent men as other thau
rade 2nd barbarous methods of attaining an end. . ., .
e are certainly on the lines of our duty when we teach our
congregations to pray that God would tuin the hearts of ‘the
peoplo that delight in war,””

A memorial window to the Jate Sir Titus Salt, Bart., is to
bs inserted in the north transept of Lightcliffe Cungregativnal
Charch. Sir Titus attended this church, and was much
interested in its erection.

The exhibition illustrative of the origin and development of
tho art of printing, in connection with the Caxton celebration
in Londun, was opened by Mr. Gladstone, at the South Ken-
sington Museum, in the presence of a large concourse of
vistors. At the déjediner which followed, Mr. Gladstune, who
presided, gave an address. Her Majesty has coutribuied a
volume—the ¢ Mentz Psalter,” dated 1457—whichis valued at
£3000. In addition to the service in Westminster Abbey, a
festival service, commemorating the introductivn of prioting,
has been held in St. Paul’s Cathedral.

Owing to the quantity of poor children who during the
summer months frequent the Temple Gardens, and thus have
the privilege of breatbing a purer air than that of their own
strerts and courts, it has been decided to keep the gates open
till nine o'clock. Many of the squares, grecns, and other
open spaces of the metropolis have been provided with seats.

The Mildmay-park Confctence was held as usual, and ex-
tended over three days. It wasattended by large gatherings.
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Mr. Stoveneon Blackwood presided over most of the meotings.
The subjects for conzideration were, ** The Acceptable Sucri-
fice,” ** The Travsformation,” and *‘ The Acceptablo Wil of
God " {Rom. xii. 1and 2), which severally vceupied the con.
iid.clmtiun of tbe Confercnce on Wednesday, Thureday, and
Priday.

The number of members now in the English Church Union
is 16,498, agaivst 13,877 last year.

Tne Church Assuciation has opened 42 now brauches since
last year's aunual meeting—the number of branches now
buing 280.

Mr. ‘Thomas Spurgeon, son of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, by
the advice of hia wedical attendant, 18 now ou lus way to
South Australia, fur the benetit of bis Lealth, Previous to
his departure, he preached a farewell sermon in his Mission
Chapel at Wandsworth. e will be absent irom England
about twelve months.

The Bible Christian Conuexion reports an increase of 1100
members over those of last year.

The Primitive Methodist Cenference has been held at Scar-
borough. The retiring president was the Lev, J. Dickinson,
The Rev. T. Smith, governor of York College, was elected
president, and tha Rev. I1. Phillips vice-president. The mem-
bership numbers 180,634, au increase of 3520. Next year's
Cunference will be held in Manchezter.

The Methodist New Couunexion Conference has this year
heen held in Leeds. The retining presudent (the Rev. C. D,
Ward) preached the official sermon on Sunday morring, and
on Monday the Conference astembled for business. The KRev.
J. Medicraft was elected presideut for the ensning year by a
majority of seventeen votes over those for the Rev. G. Hallett,
The Rev. W, J. Townsend was elected general seerctary. The
new president then gave an address. He vindicated their
principles, and spuke hopefully of the day when the Old Con-
nexion and the New, which had been divided by priuciple,
should be reunited on principle.  The increase of members for
the year was 1161, but the actual number added to the church
had been between 3000 and 4000.

The Irish Wesleyan Conference was held at Cork, and wa
presided over by the Rev. Alexander Macaulay. ‘The subjec
of the union of the Primitive Wesleyan Body with the Insh
Wesleyan Conference formed one of the most important quess
tiour under consideration, and progiess was made towards that
desirable end. This Couference will have an lustorical -
terest, from the fact of its being the tirst mixed Conference of
Metbodism in Ircland.

St. Albans Abbey is now the cathedral of a new diocese,
and the ancient town will henceforward be designated the
“city " of St, Albans, At the mvestment of Dr. Claughton
as first bishop of the fce were assembled a large number of
Church digmtaries, and the ‘‘city” and cathedral were
crowded Dby visitors. It was remarked that thero had not
been such an assemblage within the abbey walls since 1115, 1n
ahich year the church was consecrated, and the ceremony was
witnessed by Heary I. and Matilda, who, with many abbots,
prelates, and nobles, were eutertained in the abbey for cleven
Uays.

})r. Lindsay Alexander has resigned his position as pastor
of tho Augustine Church, baving accepted the Chawr of
Theology (newly endowed) in tho Congregational Hall,
Edmburgh.

The Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund approaches
£20,000.

Mr, Spurgeun has been forbidden by his medical advisers
from making any cngagements beyond those relating to his
own work. Speaking of s inability to keep those he has
already made, be says that *‘the choice tcems to hie between
being laid aside prevty frequently with depression of spint and
pain of body, and steathly keeping on with home duties.”

Her Maiesty the Queen has expressed her desire to award
the Albert Medals to the Welshmen who so gallantly released
their fellow water-imprisoued miners,

Praver UxioN.— the Rev. Juhn Thomas, of 39, Warwick-
laue, London, writes :—** I shall be obliged if you will kindly
allow me to call the attention of your readers to the Penuel
Prayer Union, of which I have the privilege to bo the
honorary secretary.  This Union is instituted for the purpose
of securing the co-cperation of members of all evangelical
denominations of Christians, in united prayer for the Divine
blessing upon Christian work and workers, and for definitely
stated subjects ; also for the systematic study of the Word of
God. As our first year is now drawing to a close, I shall be
very pleased to hear from any of your readers at once, and will



