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Gospel freeman ; they were calculated to lead the Church back agrin to
Popery, and therefore such bridgeways to apostacy should be broken
down ; and, above all, xmony tae people accustomed to asenb= to them
a magical virtue, and regard them with superstitious teveeence, they weee
opposed 1o the progress of Nis nussion—to wat, the diffasion of spiritunl
holiness=and must theeefore be destrayed,  From the same wiative he
saccensively assailed, and, for a tme, ovedtlizew the Prelacy of the Church,
and the Arminianism of hes pulpits. He knew from fnatury that godancss
Aourishes not under the baauetat shadow of the one 3 and he knew fron ins
owau heaet that the creatuce mietit and uncertamty of the other, blights the
bloomn and beauty of holinsss in the sonl.

But, besides this he had another object, which we may exprese in the
wotds of the memorable inseoption borne on the banner of Wilham of
Ocange— The Proteatant Religion and the Taberties of Bagland - Dar.
ing the dyunasty of the Stuarts, the Puritans came promptly nto the polie
tical world, ‘The policy of these princes waa ever directed to the esta-
Wishmeut of civil despotism and the restoeation of Popery. Uhe latter
was the object dreaded by the Paritan,  With James the contest was
waged by Parliament, then decidedly Pucitanie, refunng supphes lor the
exigencies of goverament, without assurances that the consitwtion would
be observed  With the refgn of Chacles [, came the ensis; aml to the
Long Patliament was entrusted the gnardianship of theie country's consti-
tutional freedom.  We would love to linger awlle with that lngh priest.
hood of British liberty, but ouz space permits us merely to Jook in upon
them, and pass on. There is Selden, to whom, on aecount of his learn.
ing, the litecati of Eutope have given the title ** Bngland's glory 3* there
is Hampden, who, when the nution sighed in captivity of her freedom,
was the fiest to dispute the tyranny of the despot, and won the glorious
cognomen, ** Father of his country ;" and there is Cromwell, the farmer
of Huntingdonshire, in whose great heart, love for his country iy only
supaseed by love for his God, intellect is shining ou his brow, and genws
glancing from his eye.

Space docs not permitus to dwellon the lessons which even our passing
glance at this noble people is caiculated to inpart.  We love not that
sickly sentimentalism which delighis in waundering among the graves ot
history, only to inscribe on the tombstone of the past the lament, ** Icha-
bod, thy glory is departed”—which visits a ruined temple only to iause on
the magnificence of its olden grandeur, and wail among the broken music
of its shattered eolumny. ‘I'hic mowto of the Church is—* Fver upward,
everonward ;” and if we would buing her to meditate on the past, it is only
that she may catch from it an inspitation for the present hour ; if we would
lead her down to the sepulchres of the great, it is only that, like the dead
man cast into the prophet’s tomb, ahe may come furth with new hfe.
The cycle of events has placed us in circumstances vomewhat similar 10
those of the Puritanic age. Popery is boldly rasing its hydra front in our
land. It is senting itself on the benches of Putlianient, and under the sha-
dow of Prelacy, is undermining the pillars of our country’s Protestantizm.
Without, the Autucrat of Russia, uniting in Jus person a civil and eccle-
siastical tyranay, and Popery, allied with the despotic powers of Spain,
Austris, and France, ate marching on the Potestantisin and liberties of
Burope. That the Church, under such circumatances, inay be enabled 10
1ift the standard of a noble testitnony, let her copy the Puritan, and hive in
closer communion with her Divine Head—let her cultvate a loftier holi-
ness among her memberzhip, and light up her temples witih a brighter
spirituslity—let lice stir the homesteads and councils of the kingdom with
her shout against the Man of Sin; in a word, let her ginl herself i the
might of the Puritan’s faith, and then her banner shall float trivmphaat
in the breeze of the coming battle, uuder the sanle of the Puritan’s God.

FAMILY DEVOTIONS OF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS.

The several members of a Christian family wese accustomed to ri-e
very early in the moraing, and address their thoughts to God by silent
ejaculations, by calling to mind familiar passages of Scriptures, and by
secret prayer. Clement of Alexandria, A. D. 188, was accustomed,
when he awoke, to call to nind the words of Chniat ; and often untici-
pated the dawning of the day in these devout exercises. * One must
artise,” says Basil the Great, « before the twilight of the morning, 1o greet
with prayer the coming day.” * Let the sun at his rising find us wath
the word of God in hand.” *¢ Let the day begin with prayer ¢ Svon
as the day returns, and before leaving lus chamber, the Christian should
address Lis prayer to his Saviour; and before recutniog his daily labour
begin the work of righteousness.” <« Let the cluld be accustomed, early
in the morning, to offer prayer and praise to God ; and at evening ayain,
when the day is past and gone, let him end his labour by bringing lus
evening offering to the Lord.”

After their private devotions, the family met for united prayer, which
was accompanied with the reading of the Seriptures. The recital of such
doctrinal and practical sentiments as might best fortify thein against the
prevailing scandals and heresies of the times, constituted also, ay it would
seem, part of their devotional exercises. In the family, s in all their de-
votions, the primitive Christians delighted to sing their sacred songs.

At the table they reverently sought the blessing of God. Several of
these examples of prayer before meals are given at length in the fathers.
Here slso they rehearsed some portions of Scripture, and sang praises to
God ; a custom which Clement of Alexandria and Chrysostom eatnestly
recommend. The meal being ended, they concluded with prayer, giving
thanks for the blessing received, and supplicating a continvance of the

Divine merey.  ** As the body requites daily sustenance,” says Chrysos.
tom, * g0 tho soul needs to be relreshed with epiritual food that it may
be sirengthiened £ur sts warfare against the flesh.”

The day was closed by devotions, renewed in tuch the same mavner
as the mormng.  Such was the prons care with wlich these Christians
ardered theie houscholds in the fear of the Lord.  Chrysostom made it
the first duty of the minster of the house " 1o seck 20 to speak, and so to
act, that the spintual good of the whele household might be promoted ;
and of the tustrers o the fanily, wiile she oversees her domeate atlaite,
esprenliy to see tha all actin the fear of God, and with seicrence to the
kingdom of heaven,”

Thete is extant & representation of one of these sacted scence of do-
meztic worship in the fannhies of the primitive Chtistinns ; & view of which
may fitlv conclude our remurks on this subject. 1t §s a Intge snrcophagus,
whieh Munter, with the approbation alze ot Dorner, refers to the middle
of the second cenwry, on which is extubited the religious worship of &
Chtistian fanmly. On one side of this sarcophagus ate three women
standing ronud @ younget fetnale who is playing on a lyre; on the right
side stand four men with apparent rolls of music m hand, from which
they are singing.  Tlus mteresung monument indicates not only the ex-
jstence at that eatly penod of a collection of sacred musie, but the ure of
that dehghitfal portion of teligious worship, sacted pealmody, in the devo-
tions of the famaly~ 2r. Coleman.

TIRED OF GIVING.

“ T cannot do it eaid Mr. A, when he wae invited to give for a cer-
tain good object, ** I have always had to give for these things. 1 have 1o
keep giving, giving, all the e, and I cannot do 0 much.”  And yet
Mr. AL was a good mnn, a more than commonly good man, 8 man that
you would i0ve 1f you knew him as 1 do. 1t was true that he had always
had to give, that he had thus far kept giving, nud had given willingly too,
But tow lic felt poor.  Perhinps he had met w Ji some loss that day.—
Perhaps business perplexed hom,  Perhaps e tiad just bheen thinking how
prices had risen, while wages—{or lic wa« 8 man on wagrs—had siot tieen
in propottion.  Fot & wowent a ehade fell on him, a8 on Jooah, and he
was almoat teady [0 sy, 1 do well to be—stingy, But it did not last
long. He put down his name and the figurcs, and then when the time
came to pay, he paul more than he had pronused 1o, I knew he would,
1t was just like him.  Grace has soon gotten the better of nature.

My brother, do you feel as Mr. A, did?  So many calls,and you have
to give to thein all,and have to keep giving and giving till you are almont
tired of giving, and nlmost afraid you shall wrong yeurself and your fa-
mily by giving? You do not feel so slways ; but sometimes, just fors
monient, the dack shadow falls upon your face nnd your heart, and juet
for a moment you are loth to give, snd you lose the comfort and the joy
of griving.

But, fxy brother, {s this demand for constant giving peculiar to Christ's
cause I Do you not have to keep giving for yourself and your househoM ?
1 do for mine,  Latle mouths openug every day to be fed.  “The ward-
tobe as well as the table to besupplied ; books to be purchased ; things for
family use and for mdividual advantage every day called for. Giving,
giving, all the time.  And yet § hope you are not tired of giving! You
do not meam to let your children go hungry to-day,becavee you fed them
yesterday ' You do not niean 10 deny yoursdlf all the comaforts of Jife in
time to come, hecavse yon have lLestowed go many on yourselfin past
time!  You mean to keep giving, giving to ycurself and your children, 1
hope, as long as you live. Do so by the Lornd's cause.

Moreover, what else can you expect but to keep giving?  You would
not have misionaty operations stop, would youl When esery other
power on eatth is spreading itself, you would not have Christs king-
dom shrink 1 Say, wlich schoel would yon have dishanded, which sta-
tion broken up, which church seattered, which inissionary called home,
which fit young man discovarged from emering on the work 1 Not one,
Tam sure,  You would have the streamn that has begun to flow, flow on
wider and wider, deeper and deeper, and the bght which now gilds the
mountain tops, rise lugher and bigher, 6l the landscape shalt be flooded
with its beam<,  You inean to gtand by Christ's servants in this matter.
You mean to keep giving till heaven receives you.

Indeed, wias hiardship is it and what evil, that you must keep giving 1
An cvil? Why, it is the greatest good that could happea to you, God
weaus by it ta develope your Christiau principle and Christiun affection,
to train you to a charscter which he can approve, and to a preparntion
for « the Joy of your Lord. the joy that comes of self-denial and benevo-
lent achuevement, with all their happy results.  Accordingly, he makes
one appeal to you on this side, and another on that, sends you one objeet
of charity to-day, and two to-morrow, and keeps throwing the necessi-
tous multitudes in your way, and asking you, for his sake, to help them.
He wants you to keep giving, and giving all the time, till you shall know
how good it isto give; till you will do anything, and submit toanything ra-
ther than not give, till selfishness shall die out, and a Christlike benevo-
lence shall gain full possession of your soul.

You have to keep giving, it is true, but there is one other thing you
have 10 do. You have to keep receiving. ** What hast thou that thou
didet not receive 1  Rockon up for yourself—I need not for you—the
things which you' have received, are receiving, and hope to receive.
How many! how various! how sich! “FxesLy ye have received,

* FRRELY give.” God keeps giving. Did he not begin with giving his



