
CHURCH W'ORK.

are Io bc faitiffuly prepared in tlue
exl)lallation of tlie principal formiu-
laries of tho Church, and then u'lien
they showv ihat t/i -r hearts are
chaniirrd, or, in Apostolie phrase,
t-bat thoy are the Sub1jeets of pleren-
tance towards GoD, and Faith in
our Lord. Jesus Christ, they are to
corne forward in their ownl person
ini the. Rite of Confirma-ýtion."

PUBLIC WORS1[uP.

ITS BENEFITS AND 'ITS OB3LIG;ATION-,.

The Church of Christ, fo11oevingy
the plainest intimations of Qed
WiIl, has erected in every land,
Holy Temples te Ris Naine; has
arraniigced Solemin Services wvith
which to worship, and bias talîlt
hier oidren the importance of
offeringy Public Prayers and Praises
to Go;p.

The moral value of attention to
tliis point cannot he over estimated.
Eve1ry aýssemblv in The Lorcl's
House; every Tbianksgýriiving, to His
Naine; every Public Prayer; every
Hyînn of praise, is a tLestiînony to
the Faith; is a confession of oui,
belief *in GOD; is an acknowlvedg-
iient of oui' depondence uponà Ris
Providence ; is proof that -ve value
the blessings already grivena, and
tlesire those that are promnised.

lIt would seeiin rost natural then,
that Uverv believer should nýost carè-
fuliy aittend to his duty. Love,
g-ratitude, hope. reverence, slîould
combine to keep bini in rememn-
brance of this obligation, and te
urge upon Iiirn a faithful perfoî'nî-
ance. IBut> ink point of fact, we
flnd iii this nuatter very grleat indif-
ference and neglect ; any reaisouî,
even the rnost trva, is accepted,
whîchi offers the slighltest excuse for

absence frorn Goii's lloiise. The
lbeat, the coli, the dust, ilie rain, all
are in turui enu ployecl as argumien-th
for such neglect : they are set over
ag'ainst the positive commnands of
Almighty GOn and are too Ofte-U
al1owec to influence condluct'anid
reguilate human action.

The effccts of such a course are
not sufficieutly conisiderod. Neg-
leot of Public Worship indicates
centenîipt fur GOeD and Ris Laws.
It is a plain act of dîsobedience -ami
tends directly to ,romocte irrevei-
ence. It withd(rawis a Ili-tu from
contact -with a m1os: efflen leans
of gtrace. He fails ho hear Gou's
Law"s relicarsed and crocs aga in ho
bis ivork wvitbiott the warning which
sncli declaration wou]d have left
upon his nirid. lie loses thie bene-
fit of tne Miany striking excamples
broughit to *notice in Il oly Scrip-
tures and which iwere written for our
leariaing. Roeplaces Iimself bey oni.
the reacli of the nessagre of Pard as
delivered by the anîbassador of
Christ ; and so dloes not hear the
summons to repent, the lovinig call
of the Shepherd as Hie seek this
lost sheep. N-\o mian can ýabsent
1îimnself, even once, frein the Public
Worship of GoD) -vithout losu-ng-
some lesson ; sonie wvarning.; sonue
entireaty, wbiich was inteuded to hielp
him forward in bis Claristiall course.
"\or doos the cvii end liere. lis
exaniple is injurions to all with
whorn lie comes in contact. It de-
presses the poor sinner Etrugglitug ho
be saved;- it cheers lu-le enenulies of
the Cross of Christ. Especially in
the fanuily circle ýare its injurious
effeots seen and feit. No mian can
expect his children ho perf'orr a
d.uty ivhichi he laimself hîabitually
negl1ects. No argunilei ts ina the
wvorld will convince them that lie


