
in Jertisalem. and into the temple," the
multitude following, "and the children cry-
ing in the temple, Hosanna Io the Son of
Datvid." (Johin xii. 13, Lauke xix. 37)
mark xi. 9-11, Matt. Xxi. 15).

For four days our Saviour retired to
spend the niglit with the family at Bethany,
but niorning by moruing hoe ««came carly
ta the temple," probably at the time of the
morning sacrifice, to attend upon the saered
rite witlî its service of praise. But Ilou the
flrst day of unleavened bread, whent the
even was corne, lie sat down witlt the
twvcive" to cat the passovar, tua lest which
hie was te observe with themn. Ris inter-
course with them wvas about to close, and
more, that niglit the Levitical economy was
to be fully accoînplished. In that passover
its services were virtually ta expira, and it
is interesting to note that it closcd -vîth
sacred sang. Il Mien tliey had sung an
hyin they wvent out into the Mount of
Olives.'> According to the traditionas of the
Jews the Plsalms from the 113tli to the
ulStlh were sung at the conýlusion of the
pasehal feat, and it may have beau thesa
wvhichi were sung on that occasion.

In turning to the establishment of the
&ew Testament we fiad that Judaism and
Christianity for a time ovcrlapped. Instead
of et onea totally destroying the Jewvish
systcmn and planting Christianity on ground
thus loft vacant, God was pleased to allow
the two to co-exist for a tima. From the
day of Pentccost, or froin the death of
Christ, till tho destructiont'of Jerusalem was
aperiod oftransition. The old temple ser-
vices stili ivaut on, and the members of the
church, gathered as it was nt flrst among
the Jews, still observed the aId rituel with
new perceptions of its signification, and
with more elevated emotions of joy, (Acta
ii. 46, iii. 1, xviii. 21, xx. 16Y &c.) but hav-
iug their own assemblies, in whieli the sim-
ple ordinancas of the new dispansation wcre
observed according ta Christ's appoiutment.

Inecxamining the New Testament *e do
not fied in regard to this any more than in
regard ta othar important christian ordi-
Itances, everything exactly prescrihcd by
express statuto as under the Old. But we
6nd enough to showv nat only that singing
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to the praise of God still occupies n place
in Christian worsbip, but elso the principles
by whiahi it is to hc rcgulaed, and the im-
portance which is attaclied to it.

At the very outset of the New Testament
dispensation, wlien the fuiness of the Spirit
'vas enjayed in the glorious scexies of P'en-
tecost, wva have the connexion of this axer-
cise, wit1s a state of elevated OChristian feel-
ing, as well us the influence of suitl a state
of things ou othars, strikingly exprcsscd in
the deseription given of the condition of the
infant church. "11They coutinuing daily
with one accord ine the temple and hraaking
bread framn house to hanse, did eat their
ment with gladness and singleness of heart,
praising God and having favour with the
the people. And the Lord added to the
churcli daily such as should bo saved,"
Acts ii. 46, 47.

The importance attached to this ordi-
nence wvîll eppeer from the facts of the pro-
vision mnade for the new l'salmody o? the
churc'h by the supernatural gifts o? the Spi-
sgit. The apostie Paul, writing ta the
Corinthiens, and referring to the variaus
superuatural gifts of the Spirit, and the
irregularities, connectcd with their exercise,
says, (1 Cor. xiv. 26) IlWMen ya coma to-
gether every oae of you lîat a Psalrn, hath
a doctrine, hath a tangue, bath a revalation,
ltath an interpretatian. Let ail things ha
doue unto edifying." The divine gift fal-
ing upon the hieart o? the Christian prophet
came forth in a song o? praise, as ia the
case o? Miriaml Deborali and Sinicon, and
this the church, Nvas to use for its edification.
The first Psalmody of the Cliurch must
have consisted o? the ancient hynins of the
swect singer of Israel and his conipanions.
By the Jewish portion of the eburch these
would ha sang with new views o? their
meaning and under ricîter feelings o? devo.
tien, and to the Gentiles tite words and the
sentiments would bo alike new. But hy
this gift o? the Spirit the newly fornied
cammunity hed a Psalmody o? its own,
front the Spirit of God. It is probable that
the tirst Christian «hymns owcd their enigin
ta the gifts ot those thus endo'ved, aad
somne of these zaay have continuedl t the
sabsequent ages. Eusehius testifles ta the
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