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A more important thing than
making a living is aaking a life.
—Ruslin.
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history of HAnnapolis.

Amapolis iz the name of a Nova
Scotia County and of its shire town. |
The Viecory of Annapolix is not lo- |
cal history. Tt takes us back to!
the first permanent European col- |
ony on the North America contin-
ent, to the centre of political intlu-
ence during the French regime in}
Acadia and to the first capital of |
British  North  America. Before
the English settlements were stab- I
lished in Virginia. three years be-|
fore & white man had settled at
Quebee, long Lefore the May-flow-
er came to Plymouth, Annapolis:
was a European village. There first |
on this continent white mené
cultivated the soil. There was built
the first American Mill, There
was Jaunched the first vesszel built
on this continent. Itsshores wit-
nessed the first conquest made to
Christianity, and echoed the first
notes of poetic song heard in Brit,
ish America. Tts waters were red-
dened with the first blood shed in
the struggle of France and England
for possession of the continent.
Formore than a century, Aunapolis
was the centre of civilization and
progress in Acadia.

Such is the claim with which the
historian of Annapolis opened the
story which he was not spared to
complete. The late W. A. Calnek,
well known as a local historian
was earily impressed with the re-
sponsibility that rested on him to
give the world a conneeted history
of his own country. Some fugi-
tive chapters he had printed from
time to time. A complele but
brief sketch he offered as his con-
tribution in the Kings Collage com-
petition.  He gathered a large am

ount of historical wmaterial for a

more ambitious work. and might
have completed it, but that divert-
ed from his original plan, he un-
derook to prepare a volume of re-
cords of early Englich settlers in
the country. This work he was
carrying forward concurrently with
the larger enterprize when failing
Lealth and finally death cut short
his laborious.

Mr. Calnek’s death in 1892 left
the historical work to Le comiplet-
ed and edited by another. Tt was
not until ather resources failed that
Judge savary was induced to {ake
it up.  Though born in the neigh-
boring country, Lie bad become as
familiav with Amnapulis a5 a native

mind, a scholar’s training, wide
reading in local history, the ex-
perience  acquired in  compiling
hivtorical and gencalogical records,
conscientious exactness, a gift for
clear statement and untitng indus-
try.

Judge Savary gathered together
materials for the niemoirs, com-
bined them in one volume with
the gereral history and that of the
townships. He added & number
of hiographies, and mauy of the

genealegies, and carried the Calnek |

records down to date. He has
gene cadully cver the Acadian
chapters changing nothing, but
adding explanatery passages in
footnotes, supplying deficiencies
and sometimes entering into con-
siderable d1zcussions in appendices
to theearly chapters.
wany historical records that were
not available when Mr. Calnek
wrote, or were not seen by him,
are made a part of the history.

Mr. Calnek passed ratherlightly
over the dispersion of the Acadiang,
and Judge Savary devotes a chapter
of hisown totheevent. The Judge
does not excuse the deportation,
On the contrary he comdemns it,

and in the twenty-two pagesdevoted
to a discussion takes a position
sympathetic toward the Acadian
sufferers and strongly condemn-
atory cf the authoritjes.

In the period of British rule,
Annapolis was for many ycurs the

capital of Acadia. After Halifax
the creation of a day, took the

place so long enjoyed by Port
Royal, Annapolis remained a place

In this way!

tof large influence. Some of the

jmost eminent of the loyalist
immigrants found homes in the
| country. Tt gave to Nova Scotia,

‘1o British Awmericn, and to the

ecmpire sowe distinguised men.
"Among the names which appear

'He hrought to task a judicial 10 the long list of personal records,

are those of Jacob Basly, the fam-

'ous old minister who came to
' Nova fcotia in rags asa refugee
:IF dward How, whose tragic death
"on the banks of the Missiguash is
'a sad chapterin Acadia history:
"General Williams, the hero of Kars
"and lieutenant governor of the
Eprovinco; Haliburton, jurist. leg-
Islator and historian of Nova Scotia
{and the Sam Slick of the world
'General Ruggles: J. W. Johnson,
'the conservative leader, and How’s
great opponent; and the Ritchie
. family, which gave three judges
tto the supreme court of Nova Sco-
tia and one chief justice toNew-
Brunswick and to Canada. These
were not all natives of Annapolis
but they were cither born there or
lived there.

Some of the biographies of the
public men of Annapolis are by
the author, and sowe by Judge
Savary, who modestly claims for
himself only the title of editor.
But the reader has usually the ad-
vantage of knowing to which of the
two he is indebted for the sketch.
The joint labours of author and
editor, or joint authors, as they
might be called,is a notable edi-




