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Bee-keeping in _Scoilan;i.

DarinGg a recent vigit to Glasgow, | wag attne ted
by a magnificent display of top boses of virgin honey
in the window of Nr. Walker of Buchanan Stivet. On
entering the shop I 2aw about sixty octazonal haxes
ench containing from 11 Ibs. to 30 1hs of the tinewt
virgin honey comb 1 had ever seen. There was not
a single coll of pollen or bee-bread visible in any one
of the hoxes : and in excellence of color and regular-

ity of comb I never saw the boxes cqualled  They
ull came from the Ayrshire district, and were worked
on octagonal bives made of balfnch pine, These
hives are made in separate boxes for the purpo-e of
being storificd over one another.  Each box contains
about 800 cubic inches § two coustitutes a hive in win-
ter, but in the spring in order 1o prevent swarming, !
another box is added below, nud somuetimes even four
are superposed.  When the white clover comes into
bloom, the loQ for receiving the virgin honey i pat l
on, and Mr, Walker’s exhibition shows witly what |
offect.  § was shown two top boxes taken sucressively |
from one hive, a third being pactially fillesd. 1t must
he borne in mind that the Ayrshire hee-tnasters are
about the most skilled practical workers in the king- !
dom. They have no toolish prejudice for the ohl-
fashioned moth-breeding straw skep : they know from
experience that hives made of wood unly half an inch}
thick, will enable their hees to stand the winter, if |
they have plenty of food stored for their support. Nor
raust the genial and equable character of the district
be overlooked. Ayrshire, us <hown by 1ecent mete-)
orological returns, is more free from wetsand of a )
more uniform summer temperature, than auy ether
part of Soetland, circumstances that would tell '
strongly on the honey lmrvest. W B Teqener o

"applied for, and whick will shortly be introduced te

| Why ig it that bees will not abways work and it
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to keep up animal heat, and even then often peris
fermn cold and from fee collecting in the combs fr-
the congealing of the breath of the hees, which cana
excape, especially in moet of the Juses wow in use |
To weet thege diffienlties something 1x needed ; and |
1 bave a3 I think suceeded in averconing them, by
meaus of a Combined Moveable-comb Bee Palace and
Bee Hive; for which Letters Patent have been

to the public .
{ here subjein nn answer to * Question for Bee-
Keepers,” on page 8% of the Canans Fanuen. viz:

the hoxes placed on the top of heehivea?™ The
quistion is hardly definite enongh 10 admit of an
vxact reply, since the reason why bees will not work
in satme hoxes on one hive may not he reasen why
bees will not work in others. [ will therefore give
seteral teasons why bees will not work in boxew.
There may be suflicient room for all the boney in the
Bady of the hive. and there nre varions causes for
thi«" There may be n Iack of heat in the hoxes
<ametimes the passage to the boxes is too small, aml
the workers are unwilling to enter when loaded. It
sllowed to finish work in a box, and cap over the
vells befure it s rermoved they will seldom enter
anethier, thanhing their worl, has cnded abte
IH THOMAS
Brooklin, C W April 12, 1x0)
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Old-fashioned Bee Management.

Tor the Exlites of Tiir Covap Vi,

S, —Of al) the topics <o ably tro wed in your valu-
abls jonrnal, the subject of practical e Keeping is the
one most congenial to my taste, and 1 think that no
conntry is better titted than Canada 1y bring bee-
keeping to the greatezt perfection. and to obtain a
farge sotarn for the time and money invested, have
atndied the habits of heeg apd experimerted in order
to tind out the best mode of making them profitable
for the Tast forty years g0 that m) Views are foundedd
upon actaal practic: T am altagethes fn favour ot
the swatimnyg system, that j¢, putting swarms into
proper-sized wives adupted to their namber, the sea-
~son of the rear, and other considerations. and my
mode of getting the boney i by killing the bees, |
hnow that there are many who think this uiterly
absard, and liken it to killing the goose that layed
the golden ¢, butininy opinion it ia not su. There

London Field.. Pare plenty of hives that are not worth killing, but are
D T T — excellent for km-pin;i : others again '.;n- ton gomllam]
i heavy, und untit for keeping, and with the latter there
t R Y
efects n Bee Management. care often other reasons for Killing, such ax hav.
To the Editor of THE Caxany Fanyen : : ing too old a queen, & This systenr is nothing new,

. . N i bat is the oldest, and a8 far a2 I have ever seen, the
Smm—Having for some time devoted much atten- | most profitable, Protecting the bevs hy heehonses,
tion to the nature, habits and wants, uf the honey hee, | patent hives, and other plans of recent otigin, me all

I fiod the present syatem of hee-Keeping. in Canada, | very tine to look upon but are they as conducive to
very defective 8o far us [ have heew able 10 lc-.m\.t

Not only i3 there great ignorance with regard to
the nature and habits of the hee, but the present
systewn of management, especially winfer management,
and the use of defective and awkward hives has led
many persons to conclude that hee-keeping is an un-
profitable business,—a certain failure.—~True, some
have met with comparative success but it huas heen
attended with considerable lahonr and attention :
more than many are able to devote thereto.  That uz

hetter syatem of bee-keeping be adopted, it i3 neces-
sary firat, that the people hecome cducated in regard
to the nature and habits of the bee s secondly that |
better bives be obtained, hives such as give the apia-
rian_perfect control of the hees, hee-comh, &e ; and
thirdly that a winter management he adopted. one
which will enable the apiarian to overcome the difii-
culties which are experieaced in this co'd elimate
As tothe education of the people. the Canatn Fansen
offers a medium through which it may easily be done.
As regards the hives, none will ensure the end desj-
red, but those containing movable-comb-frames, of
which several are already intraduced into Canada.
As regards winter management the plan spoken of on
page 87, Caxaps FaRMER for April Ist. IR61, involves
the correct principle : hut then, every bee-keeper has
notan “old house ™ in which hie does not himself live,
and if he“has, It requires that the hives he all removed
from their stands in the fall, and replaced again in
the spring. Yet the principle is correct. Keeping
bees too warm, as in & cellar, creates uneaginess,
causing them to consume honey, to the loss of the
aplarian, and often to their own destruction by gener-
ating disease ; also, the comb is liable to monld and
become worthless. While on the other hand if kept
too cold as when exposed unprotected from the sud-
don cbanges and extreme ¢old of our Canadian win-

mdgment to know how to take or withhold than in

honey-making as the simple and cheaper mode? |
say no!  Take, for example, a bee-house or patent
hive, in which we will suppose the bees to hase been
wi  red over: they will get strong and amass n
large amount of honey 1f some of this is tahen
away, soun may he actually robhing the hive of what
it will require.  If in a pateat bive, whilst the boves
are full of honey, the other main part of the hive is
full of young hateh, which prevents the hees putting
any store there. and hefore they are all ont the sca-
sont is over. You have taken away the honey, and
they hayve nothing huat empty eells. §don’t <ay ihis
i3 the case alwayg, but it requres a great deal more

the other way, and even if it may suceeed, as only
one queen can hein any hive, the whole is dependent
on her living.  You have no change of queens in the
latter method, anless <he dies, aud of this taukes place
in winter the whole eolony will dwindle away. Of
course, the small hives are subject to some casualties,
but by caretelly Keeping hives that have young
gqueens, they ave not 8o liable, and even if »ome die
vou are almost ccstain of average sucees<,  Yon will
iave one to kill and two to keep over. The second
year you commence with two to one of the bee-honse
Keepers or on the patent hive plan

Hamilton, March 1hh, 1864, 3B

Nore sy Eo. Caovapy Farver, -Our corte<pondent
is rather sweeping in his condemnation of patent
hives aud modera plans of hee-keeping. No doubt
there have heen many worthless hives  which, by
ample advertiging aud other means, have heen wade
to sell, but have not fulfilied the promiscs of the sel-
lers or the expectations of the buyer:  But it is
hardly just to condemn them all  We know no good

reason why there i ta be no advancee in practieal hee

i " -
tera, shey ave ollige At conannre wote beltey it order ‘ Koo puirg. vel ohy tes old methods are t be always

purwed We certainly regard the moreable-comb
principle of making hives as a great improvement,
nor do we thin' our fiiend has made out & very
strong ase againgt the Hyxes, We are inclined to
think that if . e were to give a really good modern
hive a fair trial he would not argue for the obsolete
practice of killing the bees for their honey.

-~ A4 Pe=b -

How the Bees have Wintered.

Too the Eelitor of Tue Cazava Fanues.

Sm~=The past winter has been unusually e2vere
for bees. Spell of warm weathier have been suc-
ceeded by periods of intense cold.  The consequence
hax becn that of twenty or thisty apiaries which 1
have visited in South Oaford and Norfolk during the
past fortnight, only two or three have escaped with-
vut losg, Most unfortunate have been the patrons of
& * patent”” hive which was vended throngh this partof
the Province rome {wo or three years since, Of these,
sume who had last full a stoek of 20 to 40 families,
find themaelves this spring almost without any. The
nutably bad success of this hive causes it to merit
degeription, a8 an illustration of what a bive should
1l be <~ Three hoxes—ench containing ahout 1,000
eubit juehes or one half of what Quinby says a hive
should contain in lat. 422 - are arcanged upon one
stand, with a space hetween them of say 2 inches.
small tubes of wood or tin communicating between
them for the pagsage of the bees,  The consequence
of this arrangement i<, that while in warm weather,
when the bees are lively, they can make their way to
any part of the hive, and will probably fill twa or
three of the hoxes, as soon as cold weather ap
proaches, they follow their natural instinet and clus
ter into one of them for warmth, and atter devouring
its contents, die of starvation, with an abundanee of
honey frost-loched in the other apartments.

The only prerzon wsing these hives that I have
vivitedd who eseaped without Joss, i3 Mr. R, Williams,
just south of Mount Elgin, and his bees were in « tearn:
dry evilar, only heing brought out once during some
fine day about midwinter, to allow a discharge of
ac aamulated fivcex.  Mr. Schell of this place has
wintered some 30 or 10 <tock suceessfully in the open
air, but his hive i3 compact in its form, and thus
cconomizes heat, and places food within reach at nl}
times,

Ingersoll, April 8, 1564,

Gorrespondents,

Drvon Carrse.—Jobn Laing, of Puslinch, wishes
those who have Imd experience with Devons, to give
their opinion of them through our columns, and par-
ticularly to state their dairy qualitics.

Peressian Hynrin Crovni—H. C. T. A, enquires,
- could you inform me where Perennial Hybrid Clover
1~ 10 be bad, and at what price.”

Axx—J. Fleming & Co., of this city, have it for
sale ut 20 cents per pound.

ReLes oF MEAwWrREMENT ExgUired For.— A corres-
pondent asks: How is hay in the hay or stack
measured > Also, ©* The length, breadth, and depth
of wheat in a grarary being given, how do you cal-
enlate the number of bushels**

Wetaniing CaTree 5y Messens.—We have reeeived
a mumber of communications on this subject, discuss.
ing the methods which have already appeared in our
cohmins, and propounding siew ones. 1tis impossible
for all to appear just now, and in the meantime, we
must  adjourn the debate.”

AGRICLLTURAL PAPERS v Nova Scotia axp New
Bresswick.—* George Young,” of Ormstown. C. E,,
i3 informed that the Colonial Furmer, published at
Fredericton, N.DB., is the only Agricultural paper in
existence, 8o far as w» kuow, in the Eastern Provin-
ces mentioned by him. Ut is an excellent periodical
of its clngs,

How 1o Lav Draixs 1N QUICRSAND.~—A correspon-
dent asks, * What sort of draiu will euit best{n quick-
sand, where it will run in us fast as you dig it out?

The stream of water running from it would £} a
three-inch drain tile. There is a good fall. Will
those who have had experience in making suchdrains,
pleage give the resulta in Tur Cavans Farurr?™



