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-Roport of Provincial Faim Commission:
To_the Hon. Protinéial Secrelary.
Sty -
"~ Tho undersigned Commissioners
-appointed -by -Ilis Excellency the Lieut.-Gov.
of Ontario in_Council to “inquire and report
with reference: to_the Government Farm near
the Town. of:Gielph, and especially in regard
to all matters proper.to be considered in order
-with:a due regard to economy, toadapt the said
Farih and.-the_ managenient and control thereof,
-t0_tho purposes-of a model and experimental
ijix‘n}, and insuch.manner as may conduce to
the greatest possible benefit of the agricultural
interests of-the-Trovince,” have the- honor to
report that thiey have given the impottant mat-
térs “entrusted-to.them their most careful at-
tention, and have agreed unanimously -to the
following:Report.

"The Comiinissioners, in all their deliberations,
have endeavoured to keep steadily in view that
thie. great- objéet souglit to bo attained by the
establishinent’ of this Institution is the -al-
Yancement™ of _practieal Agriculture in the
Province. They have sought to keep-before
them the existing position of: this great indus.

-trial. intercst in-Canada, and to ascertain in
What mainer-the-Guelph Farm can best be
‘naade conducive to the extension among us of
4-higher and -inore profitalle eystem of hus-
bandry. They-have had-careful regard -to the
- character and results of the Agricultural Colleges
_éstablished in othier countries—and while an
“ticipating the enlargement of the scopo of the
School. and the elevation of its scientific-cur-

riculum;-frum year 2o year, under the guidance |

of expericnice,. they have endeavoured to avord
-the error, of <erifiving the practical to the theo
retical; inta which so many-eimitar Institutions
-have unhappily fullen, and to place its opera
tivns (at tlic outst at any rate), on a stiictly
practzcal basss,
The Commissioners, it will be observed, have
-récominended-that the knawledge necessary for
adwmission {0 the School <hall be at first merely
that "which, under oir Schoul Law, every boy
mus} pussess in-passing from a-Common School
intoza Iigh Schoul of the-Province ; and that-
“by giving cachToirnship Counc:l in Ontario in
turn the nomination-of a competent pupil for
admission, a wide spread inter st in the surcess
-of-the Schogl-is sought to be quickly created.
The agricultural -intercst greatly surpasses
all the othier industrial interests of Ontario in
magnitude and importance. Its sueeessful pro-
seeuition- gives life -and tone to all classes of
business 3 and a--had: crop, here as elsewhere,
entails:stagnant- inarkets and mnnetary strin
gency. Iy no -othet way conld the prosperity
-of-our ceuntry e so vitstly -and mapidly in-
~reased, as by the-genceral adoption of an im-
‘peoved- systent of farnung. It has Teen esti-
mated that the eash difference in value between
a good crop and-a-bad crop in Canada exceeds
7.y millions of dollars per annum,—but this
s falls far short of the enlianced cash gains
which'could be aunya.ly realized from thureugh
drundge, “improved- tilage, skillful mananng,
-and the g «zeml improvement of our Herds and
Flocks,
‘Lhie -undersigned -entertain the strong con.
-viction that the Gueluh School of Agriculture,

if officiontly conducted, may be made eminent-
ly condiicive to the promotion of thesa most
desirable ends—and they thoroughly Dbelieve
that the amount of public money necessary to
its proper cstablishiment will boabundamly and
quickly repaid by tho stimulus given to this
chief industiy of our land,

The Commissioners have deemed it mast
convenient to submit their coclusions in the
form of separate propositions, as follows :—

1, That the name of the Institution should be
¢ The Ontario Schoul of Agriculture and Eapent
mental Farm.” ;

2, That tho objecls of the Institution should
be: Fust, To give a thorough nustery of the
practice and theory of Iushandry to young men
of the Province engaged in Agrienltural and
Horticultural pursuits, or intending to engage m
such. And, Sccond, 'L'vconduct eaperiments tend-
ing to tho selution of guestions of material interest
to the Agriculturists of the Province, and puldish
tho reanlts from time to time.

3. That a carefully prepared Desizn of the

Farm-and Establislunents, as they ought to Le
when the Institution is in tall operation, should
Lo prepared with all speed by one or two compe-
tent pardes, in coujun tion with the Priucipal
That this design should provide fur buildings of
a plain and substantial character fur all the pue-
poses of-the Institution, and wake ample alluw
ance for their easy enlargement from time to time
as required.
" 4, That the existing Duildings on the fatm
should be utilized for present purposes ;"but an
the event of their-Leing founid unsuitablo for the
eflistent and econointcal prosecution of _the daily
work of the -farm, they should gradually Le re-
placed by others constructed on the principles set
forth herein, and formmirg part of the systematic
plan lieremn_recommended. 7

.5 That the Farm should be separated mto fivg

distinet departments, namely,
(1:) The Ficld Department,
(2.) The Horticultural Department.
(3.) The Live Stock Department,
(4.) The Poultry, Bird and Bee Departuzent,

and, .

(8.) Thé Mechanical Department—including
Carpenter, Blacksnuth, Wayggon; Har-
ness and Pamt Shops.

6. That the plan of- the Farm should provide
for a clear separativn between these departments
of farm-worh ; and that i Jucating cach depart-
ment due regand should be hiad i the ste selected
to the speaal-switabality of the-suil, convenience
of nceess, and the compactnessand tasteful appear.
ance of the establishuent as a whole: o

7: That all the Buildings on the firm should
he model builitiags, so far as their adaptability to
tho purposes fur which they.are constructed is
concerned ;-and that, while due regard should be
shown to tho-demands of artistic-taste_in the
design and-site of cach ercetion, yet the chief
aim ought to be to have all the buildings in
simplicity of style, complotencss of arrangement,
sohidity of construction, dramage; ventilativn-and
cconomy of - labour, .models worthy of imitation
by tho farmers of the -Province, and attainable
at a cost within their reach.

8. That the laying out of the ficlds, the-system
of drainage, the construction of internal roads
and bridges, the planting of shade and ornamental
trees, the- growing of hedges, -the - erection of
fences and bridges, and all other permancent-iin-
provements on the farm, should bo carried out on
a gradually developed system; and in such a
manner as to exhibnt and test the comparative
values of thic most_approved modes of exccuting
these several works, and to test the cost and con-
venienco and durabulity of thé different  new
appliances-from timo to time recommended-for
adoption on the Farms of the Provinee.

. 9. That the permanent principal nulding on the
farm should be the Boarding-livuse for- thoe pugnls.
It should be ereeted in the plan, substantial style
sutable for the-purpuso to whichat is to be ap-
plied. 1t should-be three storics in height;- with
ccilings not less than cleven feet high,-and wamn:
cd_throughout - by stean, or heated -air from- a;
{uroace, supplied throughout with gas, and thor.,
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oughly ventilated on tho most approved plan, It
should be 240 feet long by 80 feet wide. The
ground-floor should be devoted to the necessary
class-rooms, dining-room, sitfing-rooms,  store-
rooms, and the private apartiments of the Rector,
The other two stories should have -no permanent
division walls, but alony the sides of each story
shoald run vanges of sleeping-rooms for thoe pupits
10212 feot cach, and formed by wooden partitions,
seven foot kigh, with a passage of cight feet wido
vitean the entire length of the building be-
tween the ranges,  That there should be a water
cistern constricted m an - elevated part of the
bl bing, large cucugh to furiush o coustant and
suflic ent supp'y of fresh water for the establigh-
ment, and to give sceunity against damage by fire;
Unat 1n each sleepng-rooin thete should be two
single belds, and not mure than two pupils.

10. That there should be a buldmgattached to
the sud Buarding-honse, ard having one passago
connecting it therewath, for the Kitchen, Wash-
ing-house, Laundry, Cellavs, Store-closets, and
uther appurtenatces ol the Hlouse-keeper’s depart-
meat.  That it should also contain a private
stiting-room-and bud-toom for the house-heeper,
and bed-rovts for hier assistants. And that in
ulus buddings the furiece for heating the man
wbiee should Lo wiiized for the purpuses of
co hunig, wa-lutiy andlicating, of fuul}j practivablo
and economiceal, i

11; Thatthere shiould also he abuilding attached
to the mam ediscey contanung a suilicent supply

of baths for the use of the pupils, and, if possible,
a swimming-bath, “That water-closets should also
be erected m tins building, and a room where
each of the pupils should-clean his work-shoes in
the minrmng, and on-returnme -from work, ex-
vhange them for house-shues beiure proceedmg to
the sitting-rovms: -

12. Tht there shoullhe erected on convenient
sites npon the-farm, s parate residences -for-the
Prineipal, the Iorticultural Direetor-and tho
Jive Stock Director ; with switable accommoda-
tion in cach for-a fanuly, and outhouses-and
#anlens attached.  That the public approach to
these residences should, if possible, be distinet
from the approaches to the-farn buddings, with
which they should only be connceted by a-private
passage. - ) o

13. ‘I'hat in the Horlicultural D. partment,—if
we seleet it to give a specinien of details—pro-
v.son should be made as follows

(«t) That there shuuld be-a vegetablo _garden
m which should be grown a {ull _assortment of
vegetables, and m wlach_the quabites of duffer-
ent vatcues may be tesied as vewision anses, and
their excellencies er deficiencies determined.

(1) That there should bea fruit gardeh in which
a full -assortment of small fruis shouid Le grown
and new varzeties may be tested.

{v) That there should be a vineyard of-hardy
arapes, wherem varieus methods of trammyg and
priung may be exempliticd, varietses tested, and
thar value ascertamed.

() That there should be an orchard in which »
large vanety of apple, pear, plum, and cherry
trees should be grown, that the scholars may be
mado fanuliar with the appearance and quality_of
the several sorts, theiv peculiar habits of gr with,
their adaptation to this clunate and proper modes
of culture, and that new varieties may be tested.

() That there should be a nursery in which the
propagation of fruit and ornamental trees and
plants, -and the opurations of grafting, Ludding,
layering, pruning, &c., may be taught and per-
formed, ]

(f; That there should be alawn, in which tho
principles of rural adurnment can be QXQlllilliﬁC(l
m the grouping of trees and shrabs, tho kying
out of walhs and planting of flowers, .

() -That there should be greenhouses in which
the art of cultivating plants under glass may lo
acqured, induding the methols adanted tu the
propagativn and_growih of cach varidty, and in
which the principles of- erecting, haating, and
ventilating plant huuses may be exempliticd and
taught, . L.

(1) That -there shonld be vineries in- which
exotic “grapes aro -grown under glass,-and tho
mothods of cultivaticn withior withvut artiGeial



