uenally early aud sudden commencement, on
the present wmter. Both November and }
December have been remarkably ¢old months,
awl the temperatuie of the 20th December ~
20" below zero at. Coronto—is the lowest that |
has been recorded here for many years, !

Lwithin the same period from S1 25 to 31 50,

2. 'l‘HE GANADA FARMER

there was a graiual appreciation in the value
of spring wheat, the price advancing from
$1 15 to 31 40. This was due chietly to the
searcity of the article and the steady demand
for milling purpewes  Fall wheat advanced
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neglected by bug ers. The old crop was
marketed slowly at advancing rates, ranging
from G66¢. to 90c., which lattvr was the pre.
vailing quotation froas the st of April to
the middle of May, when there were pro-
mivos of a proldic yicld, but owing to the

Such has bege the charaeter of the season; | but under the influence of bright harvest | extreme dryness of the season these promises

wd it is somewhat noticeable that uunder!
*:aese cirenmstances the crop rerurns have:
veen so good as we find them,

prospecta a gradual lowering of values took
place vntil the pncn of spring came down to

seem not to have by _uful&lled, and a moderate
crop was the v st This, however, did not

But the same ' <1 {2 in the beginning of Neptember, and lt have much elluet on prices, which have con-

taing has been observed in Britain and other| g remarkable that at the same period &1 12 tinned since harvest to tluctuate between 60c.

countries, and crops have generally suffered | wag ulsa thee ryli ing Goee for fall, notwith. i"‘““ 730,

tar more fromawet season thanfroin one of ex- |

-ussive dryness.  The wheat crop especially
turned out well. Oats, also, very generally
yielded well; while the other cereals, taking |
the country throughout, turned out better'
thau was expected. Hay was, however,
pearly everywhere, a skort crop.  The con.
tinuance of the drought through the fall|
months has had a scrious effect on root crops,
and potatocs and turnips are inmany parts
reported as having yielded much below the
average. The advantages of deep culture
and drainage under these adverse civeum-
stances, have been strikingly exemplified,
bath n resisting the influence of the drought
and obviating those summer frosts which, {
nufore proper drainage was introduced, in-’
weted yearly damage in some Jocalities.
Among the most destructive consequences of
the severe and protracted drought have been
the disastrous dires which have made the
past year memorable, not in Canada ouly,
bat to a far more tragical extent in Michigan
and other North YYestern States.

The ravages of insects on field crops dur-
g the past year have from various reasons
received a marked check. Very little com.
plaint has been heard of the midge, which in
former years has dene such secrious damage
to the wheat, but the Hessian tly scems to
have re-appeared in some localitics. Grave
and well-founded fears were entertained with
regard to the rapid advance of the Colorado
Potato Bectle ; but the injury inflicted,
though severe in somc localities, has been
eomparatively slight. Still, our vigilance
and precaution must not be abandoned.
AN past experience shows that this insect is
one of the mest destructive to which the po-
“ato crop canbeexposed,anditsadvanceissure
and rapid. Happily, its numerous insect
foes seem to have incrcased in a ratio com-
mensurate with its own rapid multiplication,
and perhaps to this circumstance we may
have been greatly indebted for the compara-
tively small amount of damage inflicted.

Passing from this rapid glance at the char-
acter of the scason and the crops to the con.
dition of the market, it may be observed that
the grain trade of Canada during the year
1871 has not been noted for any remarkable
peculiarity. The balance of the wheat crop
of 1870 wis disposed of with ircreasing ad-
vantage to holders, until it was definitcly
agcertained that the new crop of 1871 would
be sufficiently large to afford a considerable

surplus for export. From January to May

stauding the heany nap utations of Western |
Spring, which were called for by the extreme

scarcity of the home product. The new crop g
r of spring wheat did not entirely come up to
the expectations that were formed of it, and
instead of sending prices any further down
than the point above indicated, there was a
slow but sure advance to the end of October,
when our quotations for spring stood at
21 23, and for {all at 31 3t. The fall wheat
crop must be regarded as one of the largest
ever produced in this country, while the
samnple was also superior to anything that
hag been scen for several years. This for.
tunate circnmstance enabled us to export to
the English market the great bulk of the
surplus at good paying prices. The quantity
of white wheat shipped to Englans since the
crop began to offer freely is estimated in:
round numbers at three-quarters of 2 million
bushels, but of spring wheat not more than
50,000 bushels were exported ; and of red,
100,000 bushels.

The market has been generally quiet and
steady during December, closing with a ten-
dency to more moderate prices, in sympathy
with a slight falling off in the English
market.

The trade in barley this year has also been
quict. The balance of the crop of 1870 went
out slowly at moderate prices, which never
exceeded 70c., ranging from 58c. at the begin-
ning of the year to the higher rate towards
the middle of August, when it was generally
anticipated that the light yield of the new
crop, along with its excellent quality, would
ensure higher prices in the American market.
The Americans, however, had a large crop of
their own, and net much inferior in sample
to that of last year. Theopening price (624c.
in car loads) was considered unsatisfactory,
and farmers were long in making up their
minds to accept it, but as it did not improve,
they bad to submit, and at length the re.
ceipts became q\nte liberal, followed by a
slight decline in prices, which recovered
again for about 2 week towards the end of
November, reaching teo 75c., subsiding again
to 65¢. Whilethe delivery of this important
cercal has been liberal, it is considered that
farmers have still on hand a large percentage
of the crop, held in anticipation of higher
rates in the spring.

There is very little of interest to note inre-
gard to coarsc grains, with the exception
that peas were never before effered in smaller

quantitics im this market, or so entirely

Some ar- of opinjion that a large
proportion of the crop has yot to be de-
livered,

Qats have¢ heen generally firm in price and
in active demand, chiefly for local purposes,
From the beginning of January to the middle
of March the price rose from 42c. to 55c.
From that period until harvest the range
tluctuated from 47c. to 52¢.; but when it
wag understood that the crop would be a

. very large onc, the price went down to 34¢.

From the middle of Septemberthere hasbeen
a gradual advance, and quotations at the
close of the year were preliy steady at 43c.
to 44c., with increasing supplies.

The price of hay, though ore of the short-
est crops of the year, has only within the
last two months advanced beyond a moderate
tigure. The scarcity has at length, however,
told on the market, as it must have dene
sooner or later, and $25 per ton has been
paid in Toronto, while still higher prices
have been reached in other places. Good
sleighing will probably for a time again re-
duce the value, but when the bad roads and
busy time of spring are added to the ncarly
exhausted supply in the country, it i3 prob.
able that the price will be still higher.
Straw has, under these circumstances, natur-
ally been secarce and high. Farmers will
learn, perhaps, to value it more than they
have done for feeding purposes. They may
also from the experience of the year learn
the necessity of greater economy in feeding
their stock. The steamer and the straw
cutter will perhaps come into more general
use than herctoiore.

The dairy interest has been affected some-
what by the drought ; but the production of
cheese has notwithstanding been very large,
and thongh prices ruled low during the sum-
mer months, there has been a considerable
advance lately, and the market has been firm
at good paying rates.

A matter very closely affecting the agri-
cultural prosperity of allnew countries is the
extent of immigration; and during the past
year,in spite of the supincness of the Govern.
ment, there have been large accessions to our
population from this source. Tho urgent
need of labourers, and the great importance
of the subject in other respects, have led to
the formation of more than one association
for promoting immigratlon to this country;
and counties, or townships and municipali-
tics, will act wisely if they follow the ex-
ample very generally.



