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ibo they 'set foth frot Mesopotannia, a littie biorde of Bak tribes, oit their
or- 10i1g JOurnel etaed theY carried w iti titeit both the early elements of

Akkadien iciencoe and the words and puhriases of the Akkadiar, language.
ng They reaclied China with letters, aiitronoiny, and arts ready made, alla

>le,. they have done littia mince but live on the traditions of their fer-western
tes ancestors. The trutii is, for tha enstern lieinisîdîare nt leat, there is
in, but ona ei'-iizationi, wbkc i began iii Egypt and tia Euphrates Valley,

,ny sprea inii 'tle directionî, eîatward to Persia, India, and China, or
Brs westward to Asîa Miiior, (;ieece, Itaiy, naid the Atlanitic.

is Evert tha Cluinese language turns out, on axanuination, to ha just the
;h- opposite of mî bat îti i îvestigaturs thotigbt it. Eider j1hilologists took
tce it for grantcd tliet primitive tolîgue8 ni ust have beeni monosyliabie ;and
ýse mince Chinese is iniiiosyib :bie, they ragarded it, somawliat illogicaliy, as
-th theretore primîitive. But Týrrien de Lacouperie and D)ouglas hava shown,
ha on tha coiîtrary, tduit Cinatai is raiy Akkadien by origin, and that it

i was once pulysyilabie, like in )st othar languagas. Its words hava been
ha shortanad by wear aLnd tour, or by tîtat faniiiiar process which turns
on omnibus inito "bud," phuotograph into " photo,' and bicy cle into - bika."
Ur It consitt of words said ' for short," iika the commoît abbreviation of
h- William itîto Bll, Richard into Lick, or Titeodora into Thao ;or rather,
in it bas suifa c-d by that imiperceptib'a phonatie change whîich bas reducad
is elei<titytii' to - amis,'' scîntijsissinns to iiiititi, and Aethalthryth to Aw-

dry. Iu tact, it turns out that Cluinase, instcad of baing oua of the most
u- primitive of languages, is rahy ona of tha most woru and dagradad. In
Y. place of «" psycholog.y," it would coutenît usaitf with 1)8y, whiie tel or pho
:)u would dIo (luty for " telepluona."
he In this case, the diffusion of a languaga and a culture is by simple
Iy migration, as in the wali-known instances of Tyr@ and Carthage, Greac-
in and Sicily, Eîîgiand and America. Iu other casas, the diffusion is rathar
ce by couquest, as in the equally weil-kuown instances of Alaxander's suc-
St cessors, the Roman Empira, aud tha Arabs in North Africa and Syria.
a- Greek, Latin, and Arabie, with thjair accompanying arts, bacame natu-
le ralizad among tha subject peopias. Most often, it is tha couquerors who
)y thus imposa their languaga on the conquered : wa need go no furthar
ff afield than Wales or Irelaud, whare the procesa is iucomplate, sud Coru -

w alI, whara it reachad its termination a century ago. But somatimes it
ýn is the conquarad wlîo absorb and assimulata the conquarors: the Normaus

seem to have beau good bauds at titus losiug thair ideutity wharaver they
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