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carried away by her inordinate ambi-
tion, her oharacter has suffered & gom-
plete transformation. She is now the
seat of Antichrist, Rev. xvii. 9.

Fourth Jdentification: Seated in
this temple, he exhibits himself to men
as if he were God. This does not
mean that he claims superiority over
the fxrue God, but only equelity with
him. Yet this is an assumption suffi-
ciently daring to fill every mind with
gstonishment, and even to lead one to
ask, if it can be possible that any
mortal man can be guilty of such a
blasphemous usurpation. It is ad-
raitted, indeed, that such a claim is
not put forth openly, and in so many
" ~vords, either by Pope or Prelate.
But it is undeniable that the Pope
claims attributen and prerogatives
that belong only to the Divine Being;
nay, according to his own profession,
he is, every day of his life, performing
asts that can be performed only by
the Most High, He avows himself to
be infallible; he maintaing that he
can forgive sins, and send men to
Heaven or to hell as he thinks proper.
He possesses the key of the gate of
Paradise, and can admit or exclude
whomsoever he pleases. He has the
power 1> change laws and ordinances
at hispleasure. DBy his mere decree he
can change tho character ‘of an action,
go that what was unlawful before shall
become fawful, and what was lawful
shall become a sin. In these, and
maany otber ways which I have not
time to mention, he exhibits himself to
the world as if he were God ; he claims
to be next to God himself, & terrestrial
divinity, who holds the destinies of
men in his hand, end can send them
to happiness or misery according to
his sovereign will.

I again appeal o yourself, Christian
reader, whether you can find any per-
-sou, in the whole compass of history,
40 whom these words in the text will

2pply, except the Head of the Roman:

LChurch. It sesms to me that the

Head of that Church has sat here foxr
his picture. He is here photographed
in lineaments that are strikingly true,
and that will never he obliterated,
And the fact, that thie stranse predic.
tion, written in the middle of the first
century, at a time when, humanly
gpeaking, it must have seemed exceed-
ingly improbable, should have been so
remarkably fulfilled, us it is in our day,
in 1876, after the revolntion of eighteen
centuries and a half, must be held to
be & clear proof, that the Apostle Paul,
like other holy inspired men, spoks
and wrote as he was moved by the
Holy Gboat; for no human foresight
fx‘i)x;lclld hr.ve anticipated anything of the

I wish it, however, to be understood,
that I do not refer to the Popes of
Rome, either past or present, in their
persopal characters, but only as the
Heads, or Representatives of the Antis
christian system. In personaicharage
ter they have been very different from
one another ; some vetter, and some
worse. According o universsl report,
the present Pope is one of exemplary
moral charactec; according to thu
testimeny of history, some of his pre-
decessors have been monsters of vico,
But, in their official capacity, they
have all of neocessity, put forth the
samebiasphemousassumptions; claime
ing to be regarded as the Viears of
Christ,—the Vicegerents of God on
earth. It is not an uncommon thing,
in the seriptuves, to taks the name of
an individual, or a city, as the synonym
of a class; as, for axample, Abrahsm,
Moses, Sion, Babylon, ste. Now,
there never was & system in the world
which could be so fairly represented.
by an individual, as the Church of
Rome by its Popes; for there never
was 2 system to which & certain in-
dividual is so indispensable. The
Pcpe is every thing to the Church of
Rome; he is so necessary to her theh
her minigtrations cannot be corried
on without him ; he is head, withoud




