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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

SCHOLARS’ NOTES.

(From the International ILessons for 1881, by
Lidwin W. Fice, as issued by American Sunday
School Union.)

JAN. 2] e [B. C. 5.

ZACHARIAS AND ELIZABETH.

Luke 1:35-17.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY VS, 11-14.

5. There was in the days of Herod, the king of
Judea, a certain priest named Zag:hm‘ms. of t,he‘
course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters

| of Aaron, and her name was kKlizabeth.

- 0, 3 re both righteous before God,
w:)\.l lﬁ !,1{,?11111;1\(;13,11‘;‘;:‘200 nmandments and ordinan-
ces of the Lord blame ess.‘d = Ao

y I no child, because O -
l;:t'h%\,/i;is El:&i‘vl:}‘:‘iﬂd they both were now well
stricken in years. i S

ame to pass thal while he exect
t,lﬁ.: }ﬁli]él:,'{&%lrgse t‘ae}”)ore God in the order of his
course,

9. And according to the custom of the priest’s
office, his lot was to burn incense when he went
into the temple of the Lord.

10. And the whole multitude of the people
were praying at the time of incense.

11. And there appeared unto him an angel of
the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense.

12, 'And when Zacharias saw him, he was
troubled and fear fell upon him,

13. But the angel said unto him, Fear not,
Zacharias.: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife
Klizabeth ghall bear thee a son, and thou shalt
call his name Jolin.

14. And thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and
many shall rejoice at his virch.

15. IFor he shall be great in the sight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong
drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost, even from hig mother’s womb,

16, And many of the children of Israel shall he
turn to the Lord their God.

17. And he shall go before him in the spirit and
power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers
tothe ehildren, and the disobedient to the wis-~
dom ofthe just; to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord.
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And they were both righteous before
God, walking in all the commaadments
and ordinances of the Lord blameless,—
Luke 1: 6,
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CENTRAL TRUTIIL
The prayer of the upright is God’s delight,
e O AR RS S PR LR SRR RS B
CONNECTED HisTorY,~—Luke’s Preface, vs, 1-4,

REVIEW QUESTIONS,—W hat Important event
do you rememberin the life of Abraham ?—In
the life of Isanc?—In the life of Jacob ?—In the
lite of Joseph ? — ffow was lsaac a fype of
Christ 2—=Joseph ?

NOTES.—HErop, surnamed the (GGREAT, son
of Antipater an Idumgean general, a wicked
tyrannical ruler, reigned in Judaa about 87 years
and died B. C. 4.~JUDXA, the southern portion
ol Palestine. 1t included one-half of the entire
territory of the Holy Lund.—Z.\(_'n,\nL\s, a priest
ofiiciating in the temple.—~ABIA, the Abjiah of
1 Chron, 24: 10, and a descendant of Aaron.—
AARON, brother of Moses, and the first high
priest.—ELIZABETI,a plous shd devoted woman,
mother of John the H:lpllst.—l’lnli:STH, descen-
dunts of Aaron and his sons, and et apoart to
minister in the temple.~ALTAR OF INCENSE,
8ee “Dally Rouulngs."~—'1‘EMPLE, rebuilt by
Herod the Great, and occupied a portion of the
Haram area, which is about 500 cubils of 16
inches, or 670 feet square.

To THE ScHOLAR.—Find out all you ean about
Liuke, the aathor of this Gospel. Read about the
building and dedieation of the (emple by Solo-
mon, and the second temple by Zerubbabel.
Study carefully and prayerfully.

EXPLANATIONS,

LEssoNn Torrcs. — (L) A RIGHTEOUS Home.
(11) A SoN PromIseDp, (IIl) HIS GREATNESS
ForEroLD.

L. A RIGHTEOUS MAN AND WIFE.—(5-10.)
DAYS oF HEROD, in the closing years of his
relgn; KING OF JUD&EA, .subject to Ceesar;
PRIEST, a man set apart for service in the tem-
ple; COURSE OF ABIA, one of the twenty-four
courses, mto which the house of priests was
divided; DAUGUTERS, descendants; WALKING,
obeying; ORDINANCES, laws; WELL STRICKEN,
aged ; EXECUTED, performed his priestly daties :
ORDER, “the priests for each day of the week were
selected from the ‘course’ by lot.” — Whedon :
see 1 Chron, 21: 1-19 § INCENSE, see Exod. 80 : 54-38
TEMPLE, Herod's temple, see “Notes” ; MULTI-
UK, probably on the Sabbath when the people
had assembled for worship; wiTHouT, in the
court.

I, A SON PROMISED.—(11-14.) APPEARED,
Zacharias saw (he angel; ANGEIL, U)‘lbrlel, v, 19,
seo also Dan. 8: 16; 93415 Luke 1: 26, 27; RIGHT
sIDE, place of honer; troubled, filled with awe;
FEAR FELL, Gideon, Jud. 6: 11-24, and Manoah,
Jua. 13: 1-23, gave themselves up fer dead at the
appearauce of angels; FEAR NOT, ‘‘blameless”
men need not fear, though confronted by angels;
A 80N, for which Zacha:ias had prayed; Jouw,
the Baplist; MANY SHALT REJOICE, fulfilled in
ver. 8¢

111, H1S GREATNESS FORETOLD.—(15-17.)
GREAT. see * Daily Readings;” NEITHER, NOR,
John was to be a Nazarite, see Num. 6, and com-
pare with Rom. 12: 6; STRONG DRINK, all exhil-
arating drinks besides wine; even from, child-
ren may be covseerated to God before their
birth, 1 Sam. 1:11; MANY SHALL HE TURN, see
Matt. 3: 5, 6; GO BEFORE, see *‘ Daily Readings;
KLIAs, Elijah the Tishbite; FATHERS, CHILD-
RIBN, *a reconcillation shall take place byc-t‘ween
the holy olden time and the present.”—Whedon.

PorinTsro Norice.—1. Why are the blameless
ople honored of God ? 2. How does (;50<l meet
108 people in the sanctuary? 3. Why . is old age
made happy by a life of faith? 4. Give proofs
that God gem‘s and answers prayers? 6. Give

proof texts showing that angels are the friends
of God’s friends.

LESSON 11

THE SONG OF MARY.
Luke 1: 46-55.
COMMIT TO MEMORY VS, 46-55.

46. And Mary said,

47. My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

48. For he hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden: for, behold from henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed.

49. For W& that is mighty hath done to me
great things; and holy is nis name.

50. And his mercy is on them that fear him
from generation to generation,

51. He hath shewed sirength with his arm; he
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts,

52, He hath put down the mighty from their
seats, and exalted them of low degree.

53. He hath filled the hungry with good things;
and the rich he hath sent empty away.

54, He hath holpen his servant Israel, in re-
membrance of his mercy ;

55. As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham,
and to his seed for ever.

JAN. 9.] {B. C. 4.

GOLDEN TEXT.

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my
spirit hath rejoicéd in God my Saviour.—
Luke 1: 46, 47,
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CENTRAL TRUTH.
The Lord remembers his covenant.

e,

CONNECTED HISTORY.—Zacharias asks for a
sign; is struck dumb ; the annunciation to Mary ;
she Is promised a son whose name should be
Jesus; Mary’s visit to Elizabeth; the benediction
of Elizabeth; the song of Mary, which is the
subject of our lesson. -

REVIEW QUESTIONS.—When did the events
of the last lesson occeur?—To whom did the
angel appear ?2—-Who was his wife ?—What kind
of people were they ?—What imporiant person-
age was promised ?—How was John deseribed ?

NOTES.—The song of Mary has been called
the Magnifieat, from the first word of the Latin
version. ‘1t 1s divisible into three parts: 1. Re-
cognition of God’s grace to her humility; 2. Re-
cognition that God ever exalts the lowly; 8.So
God shall exalt his humble Israel.”—W hedon,
“This most excellent hymn is dictated by a
spirit ravished with the most sprightly devotion
imaginable ; devotion full of ardent love and
thankfulness, hearty joy tempered with submis-
sive reverence.”—Dr, Barrow. MARY, exalted,
the mother ot Jesus and wife of Joseph., It
supposed by some that the genealogical table of
Luke is the line from which Mary descended,
Nothing defiunite is known of Mary until she 1s
introduced to us as the Virgin of Nazareth to
whom the angel Gabriel was sent, (Luke 13 26-27)
after this we see her at the house of Elizabeth:
at Bethlehem; in Egypt; Jerusalem ; Cana,
Capernaum ; at the eross; and at the gathering
for prayer in Jerusalem (Actsl:14), The Bible
nowhere exalts her asthe object of worship.—
ISRAEL, here means God’s chosen people. —
ABRAHAM, the father of the faithful, the “friend
of God” ; son of Terah and father of Isaac.

To THE SOHOLAR.—Read the song of Moses in
Exod. 15: 1-19; and the song or prayer of Hannah
in 1 Sam. 2: 1-10.

EXPLANATIONS.

LessoNn Torics, —(I.) Gon’s GOODNESS TO
MAry. (ll.) Gopn’s MERCY TO THE LOWLY.
(11L) Gop’s PROMISE 10 BE FULFILLED.

1.(46-49.)—~MARY S8ATD,see what Deborah,Jud. 5,
Hannah, 28am. 2: 1-10, and David, Ps. 103, said ;
MY S80UL, my heart, my very heing; MAGNIFY,
exalt, praise; M¥ SAVIOUR, God was her Saviour,
praise for farsonul benefits comes first; Low
ESTATE, not humility but condition, she wasa
subject and not a princess in the eyes of the
world, God is not a respector of persons, ‘‘he
f‘l_vetb grace unto the lowly ”; 1IENCEFORTH,

ereafter ; ALL GENERATIONS, all ages ; BLESSED,
happy but not worshipped.

11—(50-68:) HE THAT 1S MIGHTY, God; HOLY 18
HI1S NAME, worthy of and entitled alsne to all the
praise; HIS MERCY, see Ps. 108: 17; SHEWED
STRENGTL, in the overthrow of wrong and the
triumph of the right; HATI, has, does and will ;
SCATTERED, the promised Jesus shall possess the
whole earth ; IMAGINATION, deul?gs, Flo,ns, con-
spiracies; MIGHTY, literally *rulers from their
thrones, ” a reference primarily perhaps to
He:ﬂd ) LOW DEGREE, the meek shall inherit the
earth.

111, PROMISE FULFILLED.—(54, 65.) HoL-
PEN, helped; SERVANT, people; IN REMEM-
BRANCE, in proof of his mercy ; FATHERS,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, ete. ; SEED, children, de-
scendants.

PoIixtg 10 Norice.—I. What in the lesson
suggests that the coming of Jesug is; 1. The ex-
altation of the lowly ? 2. The putting down ofthe
mighty ? 8. Thesat sfying of the hungry ? 4. The
leaving empty of those who r. ard themselves
as spiritually rich ?—(Lange.) Il., Where in the
lessons is it shown that God is gracious, power-

reasons have L

for praising God ?
offereth praise b -

glorifieth me.”

——
NOTICE.

Subscribers to this paper will find the
date their subseription terminates printed
after the name. ’lphose whose subseriptions
expire at the end of the present month will
please have the remittances mailed in time

i

Tue CrLus RaTEs for the “MessuNGER,”
when sent to one address, are as follows :—
1 copy, 30c ; 10 copies, $2.50 ; 25 copies, $6 ;
50 copies, $11.50 ; 100 copies, $22 ; 1,000
copies, $200. JoBN DoveALn & Son, Pub-

1V. “ Whoso

lishers, Montreal.

ful, holy, merciful, just and faithful? 111, What ”

121,

A few weeks ago it appeared as if the
NorrHERN MESSENGER would not enjoy the
prosperity of last year—as if the present sea-
son was to be one ofrest rather than progress.
But the later indications are very much more
encouraging. Our workers have begun work
in earnest and the natural results are begin-
ning to be seen. The subscriptions now are
coming in even more rapidly than at this
time last year. We sincerely hope that this
great progress will not be short lived, but
that it will continue until the present SIXYY
thousand subscribers be increased to eighty.
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THF WEEKLY WITNESS.

Everybody should take the WEEkLY
WirNess. Itsagricultural column conducted
by the Rev. W. F. Clarke is invaluable to
farmers, as also is the agricultural Letter
Box containing questions and answers on
topies relating to the farm. The veterinary
column, conducted by D. McEachran, F. R. C.
V. 8., Principal of the Montreal Veterinary
College, and Dominion Inspector of Live
Stock, is of great value toowners of horses
and cattle. There is also a Poultry Depart-
ment, containing questions and answers on
all matters conccminﬁ' Eoultry, and a Legal
Department, in whic egal advice is given
on all knotty and simple subjects to those
subscribers who ask for it. But above all,

the general reading matteris valuable, TLe
price is $1.10.

—— s
WORK FOR THE HOLIDAYS.

During the holiday season, while all our
young readers are disengaged, they have the
very best opportunity of the year to assist
in increasing the circulation of their friend
the NORTHERN MESSENGER. They
receive visits at home and they pay visits to
their friends, many of whom” would be de-
lighted to take this paper.  We trust to our
roung workers for a good record from the
1oliday season.
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Eprprs’s CocoA.—GRATEFUL -~ AND CoMm-
FORTING.—* By a thorough knowledge of
the natural laws which govern the operations
of digestion and nutrition, and by a careful
application of the fine properties of well-
selected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our
breakfast tables with a dcﬂcatvly flavored
beverage which may save us many heavy
doctor’s bills. It is by the judicious use of
such articles of diet that a constitution may
be gradually built up until strong enough to
resist every tendency to disease. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around wus
ready to attack wherever there is a weak
voint. We may escape many a fatal shaft
L keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
bf;od and a properly nourished frame.”—
Cwil Service Gazette.—Sold only in packets
labelled—“ James Erps & Co., Homeepathic
Chemists, London, Eng. ”—Also makers of
Epps’s Chocolate Essence forafternoon use,

NEW YORK WITNESS PUBLICATIONS

NEW YORK WEEKLY WITNESS :

Single copy 4¢, or $1.50 a year, or eight months
for a dollar.” Club of five for a yeaﬁgr. $6 ; Club
of eleven for a year, $12, if sent without any
diminution. The WITNESS is almost the only
paper that reports the progress of the INDEPEN-
DENT CATHOLIC CHURCH,

Nore.—As a special effort to double the Wit-
NESS subscription 1jst, we offer the rivilege to
each present subscriber when renew ng his own
COpy to order another for a new subscriber, and
both will be sent segamtely for a year for $2.
Any old friend of the WITNESS can have the
same privilege.

& SABBATH READING :
weekly eight-page religious paper, lc a copy,
or 50c a years” Parcels of one hundred for 75¢, or
twenty-five for 20e, will be sent as samples,
either all of one-number, or assorted. This
paper has more choice reading matter for the
money than any other we know.

GEMS OF POETRY :

A weekly eight-page aper, filled with the
cholcest poetry we can select ; 2¢ a copy, or 75c a
year. A club of three for $2, or ten tor $6. The first
volume, extendlngefrom 1st June to end ot 1380,
31 numbers, will sent for 40c, and any one
who subscribed for the first six numbers or more
can have the whole volume by remitting the
differenee between what he formerly paid and
40 cents.

All the above prices include postage, and
sample coples will be sent free on application,

JOHN DOUGALL & (0.,
No. 7 Frankfort st., New York.

A GREAT CENT'S WORTH.

From 10 to 100 sample copies of the NORTH-
ERN MESSENGER AND SABBATH-SCHOOL CoM-
PANION (assorted numbers) will be sent free
to any Sunday-school making application
through one of its otficials by Postal Card, or in
other manner ; the number 1o be asked for cor-
relslpoxlmdlng 1o the number of tamilies in the
school.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Montreal.

THE NEW PRIZE LIST

FOR
Canada and the United States.

Our new prize list we believe to be the most
attractive we have yet offered, containing as it
does, not only several of the most, popular prizes
of previous years, but numerous equally attrac-
tive new ones as well.

Those persons subseribing to the WEEKLY
WITNESS through our prize workers get the
WITNESS and premium Picture for $L85—that
1;1, $L.10 for the WITNESS and 25 cents for the

cture.

THE LLOYD COMBINATION PEN.

Anv person sending us ONE new subseription
to the WEEKLY WITNESS, at $1.10, or FIVE
new subscriptions to the NOKIHERN MESSEN-
GER, at 30 cents each, will receive a LLOYD
COMBINATION PEN CASE, with pen, pencil,
penknife and rubber all complete,

POCKET LAMP AND MATCH CASE.

For ONE new subscrl&tlou to the WEEKLY
WITNESS, at $1.10,0r FIVE new subscriptions to
the NORTHERN MESSENGER, at 30 cents each,we
will send a useful POCKET LAMP and MATCH
SAKFE combined. Thisisa handy little inven-
tion, and burns oil or fluid with a clear; steady
flame, but is so small and compact and well
made that it can be carried in the pocket with-
out inconvenience and danger of leakage.

BYRN’S POCKET PHOTOSCOPE.

For ONE new subscription to the WEEKLY
WITNESS, at $1.10, or FIVE new subscriptions
Lo the NORTHERN MESSENGER, at 30 cents each,
wewill send A BY RN POCKET PHOTOSCOPE.
Itis a very useful magnifying glass for detect-
ing shoddy in ecloth, foreign substances in
wounds, flaws in metals ; for examining insects,
flowers and plants, and for deciphering writing
and examining grain, ete. It is mounted in

leather.
POUKET BIBLE.

For TWO new nubscrlrumm to the WEEKLY
WITNESS, at $L.10, or TEN new subseriptions
Lo the NORTHERN MESSENG ER, at 30 cents each‘
we will send a handsome POCKET BIBLE
with Mapsand Psalms.

DRESS AND HEALTH.

To any person sending us 1T'WO new subserip«
tions to the WERKLY ITNESS, at $1.10 each,
or ELGHT new subseriptions to the NORTHERN
MESSENGER, at 30 cents each, will receive a
copy of DRESS AND HEALTH (mew and en-
larged edition of 1880).

METALAPHONE,

For TWO new subscriptions tothe WEEKLY
WITNESS, at $1.10 each, or TEN new subserip-
tionstothe NORTHERN MESSENGER, at 30 cents
each, we will send a METALAPHONE, or
“ METALLIC PIANO.” This is an interest-
ing musical instrument, by which ehildren ard
young people may be both interested and
Instructed. Those with a musical ear will have
nodifficulty in picking out many easy tunes
from it.

A POCKET TELESCOPE.

For FOUR new subscriptions to the WEEKLY
WITNEss, at $1.10 each, or SIXTEEN new sub-
scriptions to the NORTHERN M ESSENGER, at 30
cents each, we will send A POCKET TELE-
SUOPE, a very valuable article to farmers and

others. By it a farmer can lay adistant field at
his feet.

THE EVER READY POCKET KNIFE.

Any person sending us FOUR new subserip
tions to the WEEKLY WITNESS, st $1.10, or
FIFTEEN new subscriptions to the NORTHERN
MESSENGER, at §0 cents each, will receive the
EVER READY POCKET KNIFE, which is
a double-bladed knife, with, in nddluon; serew
driver, a hook for cleaning out horses’ hoofs
or other uses, nut-cracker, punch, bodkin,
gimlet and tweezers, truly, a pocket full of

tools.
For Canada Only.

A SANTA CLAUS DOLL.

Any person sending us FOUR DOLLARS in
new subcriptions to the WITNEss publications
av full prices will receive a beautiful SANTA
CLAUS DOLL with a charming face, hair and
eyes, and ear-rings in her ears.

AN 1881 DOLL. :

Any person who sends us THREE DOLLARS
in new subscriptions to the WirTNEss fubllca-
tions at full prices will receive an 188 DOLL,
smaller than the above, but very pretty indeed.

A HANDSOME PHOTOGRAPH ALBUDM.

For FOITR DOLLARS in new subscriptions
to the WITNESS publications at full prices, we
will send a handsome BOOK ALBUM, contain-
ing room ford8 Photographs. These Albums are
very much admired, and will make a very fine
present for papa or mamma.

AN EASEL ALBUM.

For FOUR DOLLARS in new subseriptions to
the WITNESS publications at full prices, we wik
send & LEATHER BOUND PHOTOGF APH
ALBUM in an easel. These Albun s a!ways
have given satisfaction to our prize workers,

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Montreal,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and publj
on the 1st and 15th of every gmuth. atnNoI:??il&!Llﬂ
7 Bonaventure street, Montreal, by John Dougall
:Lngojx,hcm;ggse(tlhof) fohth Dougall, of New York,
ohn ath Do £
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