
The Catholie.

Froin lie T.lîict. nient XI., by posoical letters, dated of secut ar pitinces. Attd lastly, because E
F. t E E M A S ON ]a T. A. D. 1738,in the eighth year of his Pon- ail good and wise men lear of the existence ct

DEcnr.Es ai inE PoPEs. tifucate, nadressed to ail te Faithful, and of such societies with pain, and regard sti

bir,-The letter of the Arcibishop Of commenîcing 'In Euinenti' lins, for ever, menbers of them as depraved and immor• an

Tuamiu, andrai strictumes fromt your peu, which conîdemned and prohibited certain socie. talt characters.

hate appeared in the last number of the ties, conventicles, assemiblies, &c., com- " To no persan shall ie lawful to in.
'I Ai.er, must have creatîd sonme misgiv- ly called De Liberi Murators, des Francs fringe or daringly oppose tiis our constitu- D

i-s un tit! iinds oftiose menbers ofltse iMacons, ut that tino widely. diffused tion. If any dare so tu do, he vill hava ti

Chureh who have associatel through sceme countries and daily increas- thereby inl-.ared the indignation of the AI. R
. . . ing ; comanding aill the Faitiful,-under migity GJd, and of lis blessed Apostles thth.emselves wahll Miasome institutions. Not

pain of excommunication ipso facto, and SS. Peter and Paul. si
a few have be1n iidced to take hat un- to bc iicurred without nny fut ther promul- II Datun Romm apud Sanctam Mariam m

!'ar dst, au s muIch ayu sp irit ofide gation, fromt wlich notie cati be absolved, Majorem, A. 1). 1751, Iomnfcatus
cuiosity a Ily thIlle specious arguments save in articulo miortis, by any other than nostri anno undecino."
awl impo tulmgsiof thi abettors of those tue loman Pontiff for the tigne being ;- [li addition to the above document, for N
l.cruicious socities. Amnngst them me thai no person darc, or presume to enter 1l hich we have to thank an unknown cor-
tc, bc found any well-disposed men, %vio such societies, tir propagate, cherish, re, respondent, a distinguishîed ecclesiastic
wuid have siurîunîk from such associ .us ceive, conceal, be cnrolled in them, or Io has enabled us lt present our acaders withl
had they lily bore t te opinions join, or bc prescntor otheru'ise, as is more a correct copy of the Decrees of lis pre-
ofli te Churchi lore decres of hier vene- fully and clearly contained in the afore- sent îioliness touching Freemîasonry ;
rAble Pon fe. u , said letters, the teno. of vlicli is as fo. w'ich the Vicars Apostolic of England d

On1Y la few years have elapsed since lus.'> are understood ta have recently communi. t
that highly-eired man anderts, exam ' . cated ta tleir cIergy, for the purpose of t

Catlolic, Ir. O'Connell, havinig leared flre XIV. being enforce her. The Italics ocfu j
iow inuchs the Church reprobatrd sucl lengthi, the decree of Clement XIL, al inthe origial printed copy now before w
conventicles, plublicly disclaiumied any con- document whichi will repar ac attentive u.
nexion witlh Masonic socielies. perusai; nd thus continues- Decrees ofthe Holy Sec Apostolic touch, tl

have strong motives for thinkuug ahat, I ut test it may be saidtht we Omit- ing the Society ofFreemasons.
lie O'Com.ell, mlany, young men in Eng ted anythig whiclh could extinguish cal-, MosT BLcssED FATIER, a
an:d and Ireland have beenî unîconsciousl 1ut , or silence the tongues of thoso who 1  Ecclesiastical penalties have been by i

seduced, if nti hnto a formal, at least n 'gains ,v the trutli, wo determined, having Many Roman Pontiffs, imposed on s.ch b
muaterial violation of lie law of tlie Church, tfirst consulied sole of our .venerable persons as may have joined thoe s-called Il
an&d nunibers oilughly respectable Cathol.c brothers,Cardinals of tleSacredCollege,to Society of Frmas osead taken sancath a

amhndererr oneous impressions,hav onefirm.by thseeseprcsents,ticonstitution of of secrecy as ta what passes at tleir mee- a
indiictly contributed to cherish ile .\a, our piedecessor, as we now confia , i . t

c ijntiitudins. trengtien, reunew, will, and decrce that it
I shail no: lihre stop ta discuss te pru- slIl have perietuail force and eficacy . A doubt lias arisen, fhether thoso huo, 1

drie.-ze aîd wisdnî %% iich iîiduced eur 1101v' 0loui rceeia ai Ihi ~s, yet
der. i d i sdom bic h i nduce s eîiu re l o i "W e have b en indiced o tias a oin gst persist in holding the mîseivcs out as truc

Pe s--the ever-nkzefuil senitels and te naiy oilier serious reasons s ecited in memlbers of the saune Society, whether by
guardaus of tlie lurity of our morals-to thc coisîtitution containing the aforcsaid comsmuîîicating wiîi otiier adlierents af
percnoulce Ile au fut acntelcc of excom- censure. Firstly, because men of every the seci, or by attending their meetings, or
m:n;s.calion agaiist ail hiso aid, cherish,iseci anud persuasion find easye admission l n er inans. s>ccr,-can lawfully

,or ecomc meciers of Masoiic tinto these societies, fron wichit lis mn bey aditted by a confessor to the Sacra-

lgvs. '"re arguments adduced mà your fest low iîmuch danger inust resuit to the Mnents af Pence, or oi the Most Iloiy
l 1:s p.inut have, Mr. Editor, abundantly purity of the faith of Catliolics. Secondly, Eucharis ? Saie priests thera arc who
ustied the1 severity ofthous censure. stuo- becau e of the close and inpenîetrable do so admit tm. Wlerefore,-thlat a
îer will take ihe trouble af looking nîar- bond of secrecy, by which whatever oc- sure gitid..u mv lie a(frled unto Confes-

niouiV into the hi:story of Lrcenasonry curs in such meetings is conicealed, mak- sors,-it is now asked, whether, in any
ior ahe fast century in Anicsîca and t ing therebyi the words wlhih Cecilius Part soccer of the world, while t custom
vazrlus kisgdomis of Europe, wil unlhes Natalis addressed, on a very differci: or exacting oaths cntinucîvis tu prevail

Atogly subscribe to the wisdon, wdhich subject to M Falix, very applica- among ahat sect, a Cotiessor may lawfulya:dthe successos of St. Peter n ii tiher ble to them, 'Iionesta semper publico or validlygrantSacramentaIA&solution,
secrctaygan Sacraintnta Absoltion,conjdeinatron of such institutions. In- guadenit, scelera secrelt sut,- 1oncst t e eogn oth oit fFe-

sp.ude willh a humble hople thait many' avocaiions court the light, decds of dark- .r
well-disposed n will,like O'Connell, e ness haîc it.' Thirdly, because ai an Masons, b.incorporated anier and autuay

induîuced to retrace thcir stepis, and iary oath by which they bind thomselves to ine' bsod by tre obligations of an oath o-

o:hIers iay le p:eserved fron such con- vlable silence: as if thy could, cabslcly and osi-

t-.minationl, I beg, Mr. Editor, you wiiterrogated by the lawiul uhlioriies, e ively abandon for cocr, the aforesaid

gr.romin ii our j - once the :h ,eaif any such i pro- condemned Society ?
gne rtins ia d)Ou r aist C.11- atîOic Ia exe mpued, lIt pea s cl a d co- 1: is asked, what ouîght ie Confessor to

mise or oash, fromt making such d dclo
ally-eo tihllowiig decree of Pope sures as vould lead to tIe discovery of Ta titis petition the Sacted Congrcga-
.,leridedict xiv. l'hie original Witt be conduct in tlese assembhes, hiat ay bctoh
found in the edition of tht PopC's " Sc- inimical to lite interests of religion, Ilhe 1 3io7 oile iwY Oife , n hie 5ithe July,
lect Constitutions," published at Venice constitution, or tie laws of tie reai! as put, iis not lawfuc r o garant if." .s
17S. Pourthly, because it is vell known that But sinco a doubt hath arisen, whethîer
" B-:EDtc"Ts EPstort:asSRt'.S Srivo- such, societics aire as muCh opposed Io the 1those vards, "not lawful togrant il," ie,

at*u Dri, ¶spirit of Ithe civil as Ihe ecclesiastical law, cuide aisa in the case suupposed tihe invali-
An tNiUt FEl aiEstenit. j as, b the civil law, ail societues vihichl daty of absolution, the Sacred Congregati-

"Just and grave motives nducmig us, have nlot the sanction of (ovcrnient, are en as rcquested, that it deign to declarc the

thereto, we have deced il ftung tu strictily prohibited. Vide lib. 17. Pan- manter. Which, dc.

striengthenu, cnd by Ihe additional weight decs, It.22de Collegiis et Corporibus Wednesday, 27 June, 183S.
of <,. authuontv, conufirm, naut onlhy such illicilis: also the Epistle of C. Plinius At a Genezal Congregarion of the Holy
piovdett laws and constitutions of our CScilius, whuo says, ' By my edici, in Roman and Universal Inquisition, heh} in

patk.dcessors, Ile Roman Pontiffs, whichu conformitv wil th* commands of the the Convent of S. Maria super Minervam,
have been iuuunarted, by lapse of tinc or Emperur, alu socieuies, which have not thîe before the Most Eminuent and Reverend

desuetude, but even tho. e whichi are now in sancaon cf the Psilice, are unilawful: Doctors, Cardinals of the 1loly Roman

force and have been recently in vigour. Pifthly, because, at titis day, such socie- Church, and general Inquisitors against
O0r predecessor, of happy memory, Cie, sies are proscribed by the ordinxnances hicretical perversenîess, ahie same Most

minent'and Reverend Doctor ave de-
ared that, in accordance with the Cont
itulions Apostolic, the question must be
swored in the affirmative.

The sane date and duy.
Our Most Iloly Lord Gregory XVI, by
iviine Providence Sovereign Pontiff-at
a usual audience granted ta the Most
evorend Father Commruissary Geieral of
elloly Oflico,-u-th ratified the deci-
ons of the Most Emiment persons above-
entioned.
(The Seat)

ANoEl,o A aroNTI,
otary ta the Holy Romain and Universal

Inquisition.

Fron lie N. Y. Freemans Journal.
FREEMASONRY.

On the first and second pages of this
ay's paper are given some docuionts
ouching this institution, for which we ask
he attention ofevery reader. Wc have
udged it right to give them the publicity
hlicit the wide circulation of the JounAL

wili aflord tien, not only on account of
heir intrinsic interest as referring ta a scet
which at one time possessed an influence
nd an extent almostunbounded, and which
s still far fromsî being wholly extinct,-but
ecause ihey have an important bearing
pon kindred insîittitions,-confraiternities
nid 'fellowshipis,-of more recent origin,
nd more vigarous existence. It is wiell
hat catholics should knov ahat thueir clhturch:
has uniformly reprobated & anatheiatized
Secret Societies, and pronounced ait thuse
whio knowingly beconue menbeis of thei,
or wilfully remain sO, ipso facto, by that
very aic, shut out of her pale, tihat is to
say, exconmunicatcd ; and that ail,
whiethier Cathîîhcs or Sectarians,should b
aware tit the Civil Power, fuilv recog%
nizing, and imitat ing, (s il oftcn does,)îihe
wisdoi of the Church's discipline, las not
only discountenanced, but frequently sui-
pressed by the most suninary mîîeasures,.
i associations ofa secret nature.

The stateients iun the article, on our
fir.ei page, quoted from uthe Tablet of Jan-
cary 7th, however stnrtling they may ap-
pear, and however neir they may bo, to-
niost readters, are nievertlieless qui:e true,
and we are glad ta be able ta adduce in
confirnntion of athen, the testimony of no-
lcss a mac the Frederick Schilegel. This
vriter, whose mental povers, and profound
insight into the science of human govern -
aient, have rarcly bren equalled, and hard-

ly if ever, surpassed, alludes 10 the subject
in his great vork, " The Philosophy of
llistory." Afier speakingoftihe surpris-
ing rapidity wiih whici tihe most brilliant
victories vere -.chieved by the armies o
Inridel France, ina her wars during and af-
ter tue tevolution-undcr the Directory &
the Consulate-he attributes ilim mainly
ta thie prevalence of Fremasonry thîrough-
out Europe at the time. The institution
attained ils full developement in France,
acmid the hoarrors of the day, and under the
shathow of the bloody guillotine ; and the
French armies wore, in fact, itmense
Masonic Lodges. The ties of Mîsonry
were toa strong for the loyaity and patriot-
ism of the b1asons among the opposing
for ces. Treachery followed, andgn easy
tuiumiph too ofrti crowned the Ftemarton


