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The Catholic.

From the ‘Lablet.
FREEMASONRY.
DECREES OY 111E POPES.

bir,—The letter of the Archbishop of
Tuam, and strictares from your pen, which
have appeared in the last number of the
‘I anter, must have created some misgive!
wgs in the minds of those members ofllle‘
Catholic Chureh  who have associated |
themselves with Masonic instututions,  Not|
a few lave been indaced to take that un-,
vnatded step, as much by a spuit of idle
cutiosity us by the specious srguments

ment X{L, by apostolical letters, datedjof socular princes. And lastly, because
A. D. 1738,in the eighth year of his Pon-|all good and wise men hear of the oxistence
tificate, addressed to all the Faithful, and | of such socioties with pain, and regard
commenciog ‘fn Eminenti’ has, for ever, | members of them as depraved and immor.
condemned and prohibited certain socic- tal characters.

ties, conventicles, assemblios, &c., com-| * To no person shall it bo lawful to ine
Iy culled De Liberi Muratory, des Francs (tinge or daringly oppose this our constitu.
Macons, at that time widelys diffused  tion. Ifuny dare so tu do, he will have
through scme countries and daily increas- . thereby in-wred the indignation of the Al
ing ; commanding all the Faithful,——undcr:mighly Gud, and of his blessed Apostles
pain of excommunication ipso facto, and;SS. Peter and Paul

1o be incurred without any futther promul- * Datum Rom apud Sanctam Mariam
gation, from which none can Le absolved,’  Mojorem, A. D. 173}, Lontificatus
save in articulo mortis, by any other than|  nostri anno undecimo.”

and importuningsTof the abettors of those
peruicious societies.  Amongst them ae
1o be found many well-disposed men, who
would have shrunk from such associations
had they plainly before them the opinions
of the Church, or the decrees of her vene-
rable Pomifis.

Ouly a few years have elapsed since
that Lighly-gitted man and examplary WS
Catholic, Mr. O'Connel!, having learaed, Here Benedict X1V, inserts, at full
how much the Church reprobated such;lengthy the decree of Clement XIL., a
conventicles, publicly disclaimed any con- | ¢ocument which will 1epay an attentive
nexion with Masonic societies. perusal ; and thus continues—

the Roman Pomiff for the time being j—
that no person dare, or presume to enter
suck socicties, or propagale, cherish, re.
ccive, conceal, be enrolied in them, or to
join, or be prescntyor athericise, as is more
fully and clearly contained in the afore-

 said letters, the eno. of which is as fol-
o 37

Lliave strong motives for thinking that, | ** But lest it may be said that we omit-

[In addition to the above document, for
'nhich we have to thank an unknown cor-
respondent, a distinguished ecclesiastic
has enabled us to present our 1eaders with
a correct copy of the Decrees of His pre-
sent 1loliness touching Freemasonry 3
which the Vicars Apostolic of England
are understood to have recently communi-
cated to their cleray, for the purpose of
ibeing enforced here. The [talics occur
in the original printed copy now befose
us.]

Decrees of the Ioly Scc Apostolic touchs
ing the Socicty of Freemasons.

like O"Coneell, many young men in Engs ted anything which could extinguish cal-| pMost Bressep FATHER,

tand and Ireland have been unconsciously | umy, or silence the tongues of thoso who
seduced, if notinto a formal, at least a'gainsiy the truth, wo determined, having
nmaterial violation of the law of the Church, {first consulied some of our ,venerable
and tumbers of lnghly respectable Cathol.c brothers,Cardinals of theSacred College,to

Ecclesiastical penalties have been by
+many Roman Poniffs, miposed on such
.persons as may have joined the so-called

~

Socicty of Freemasons, and taken an oath

amies,under *ous 1 I av cfirm.by ituti .
famdies,under erroncous impressions,have  oncfiri,by these presents,itheconstitution of of secrecy asto what passes at their mect-

wedicectly comributed to cherish the Mas our pucdecessor, as we now confiim,
scnis institutions.

1 shull not here siop to discuss the pru- shall have perpetusl force and efficacy.
dence uud wisdom which induced cur Holy
Pentgis—ihie ever-wakeful senunels and
guardiaus of the purity of our morals—to
prcuounce the awful sentence of excom-
wmun.cation against all who «aid, cherish,
supparts or Yecome members of Masonict
lodges. The argumcnls.ndduccd in ¥ourifost how much danger must result 1o the
Izt print have, Mr. Editor, abundanly {urity of the faith of Catholics. Secondly,
wstifizd the severity of thus censure. Who-!yecause of the close and impenetrable
exer will tahe the trouble of looking nar-'yong of cecrecy, by which whatever oc-

N .y I I o o o . . . -

nowly into "the history of Frcemusonrs cursin such meetings is concealed, mak-

Uor the last century in America and the 500 (heseby the words whieh Ciecilivs
M . - . . o A .

vatious kingdoms of Europe, will unllesx\(!

£We have been induced to this amongst
e many other scrious reasons recited in
the constitmtion containing the aforesaid
censure.  Iirstly, because men of every
sect and persuasion find casy admission
into these societies, from which it is manis

Nutalis  addressed, on a very different
watingly subscribe to the wisdom, “l‘id"suhjccl, to Muutius Falix, very applica-
«wuwded the successors of §t. Peter in theirlple 10 them, ¢ Flonesta semper publico
candemnation of such instiutions. l“':guadcnl, scelera seereta sunt, ==t Honest

squrec with a hunx!;lc.hopc “l“" many qvocations court the light, deeds of dark-
well-disposed men willlike O'Connell,be!, s 2ate 112 Thirdly, because of an

mduced to retrace their steps, and ALY | oath by which they bind thomselves to ins
others may be preserved from such W"’,wolahfc silence : as if they could, when
tauination, Ibeg, Mr. Editor, sou will syiorromated by the lawful nuthorities, be
gnd room in your journal—at once ‘h".cxcmplcd, by the plea of any such pro-

strengthen, renew, will, and deczee that it

ings.
A doubt has arisen, whether those who,
ialthough repenting of their oaths, yo
persist in holding themsclves out as true
members of the same Society, whether by
communicating with other adherents of
the sect, or by attending their meetings, or
by any ather means. socvery—can lawfully
be admitted by a confessor to the Sacra-
ments of Penance, or of the Most floly
Eucharist?  Svme pricsts there are who
‘do so admit them.  Wherefore,~—that a
surc guide may be affyrded unto Confes-
sors,~—it is wow asked, whether, in any
Part soceer of the world, while the custom
of exacting oaths continues to prevail
,among that sect, a Confessor may lawfully
{or validly grant Sacramental Absalulion,
{10 men belonging to the Society of Free-
masons, {incorporated under and mutually
ibound by tho obligations of an oath of
'sccrecy ). bafore they absolutely and posi-

ttively abandon for cocr, the aforesaid

| condemned Society ?

Lampion 3 Sender of Cutholi A . . It is asked, what ought the Coniessor to
champion and defender of Cutholic mar-2 sy op cath, from making such disclo-, 3 ! gl

PR H loeree > i .
aliy—to the fullowing decree of Pope syres as would lead to the discovery of

Lendedict. NIV, The O”S')"-" ““" el conduct in theso assemblies, that may be
. H . HH ¢ A s ot 5 ) . ..
found in the edition of that Pope’s ** Se-5aimical 1o the interests of religion, the

Ject Constitntions,” published at Venice
1734
¢ B-xeptctus Eriscorus SErves Servo-
z2uM D,
+ AD PEBIFLIUAM REIMEMCRIAM.

constitution, or the laws of the realn!
Fourthly, because it is well known that
such socicties arc as much opposed to the
spirit of the civil as the ceclesiastical law,
as, by the civil law, all socicties which
have not the sanction of Government, are
strictly prohibited.
dects, Xit, 22de Collegiis ¢t Corporibus
allicitis = also the Episile of C. Plinius
Cwciliss, whn says, *By my edict,
conformity with the

«Jystand grave motives mducing us
tiiereto, we have deeaned it futing o
siengthen, and by ihe additional weigit
of our authonty, confirm, not only such
provident laws and constuutions of our
prr.ducessors, the Roman Pontiffs, which
trave been aupatted, by lapse of time or
desuetude, but even tho. e which are now in
force and have been secently in vigour
Qur predecessor, of happy memory, Cles

Vide lib, 17, Pan-

commands of the
Emperor, all socictivs, which have not the
sancuaon of the Prnce, are ualawful)!
Fufthly, because, a1 this day, such socic-
iies are proscribed by the ordininances

1

To this petition the Sacted Congrega-
ton of the Holy Office, on the Sih July,
1837, made answer, * That, in the case
as put, it is not lawful to grant it.”
I But since a doubt hath arisen, whether
1those words, “not lascful to grant it’” in~
clude also in the case supposed the invali-
duty of absolution, the Sacred Congregati-
cn 1s requested, that itdeign to declare the
matter.  Which, &ec.

\WVednesday, 27 June, 1836

At a General Congregarion of the Holy
Roman and Universal Inquisition, held in
the Convent of S. Maria super Mincrvam,
before the Most Eminent and Reverend
Doctors, Cardinals of the Holy Roman

Church, and general Inquisitors against
heretical perverseness, the same Most

Eminent'and Reverend Doctors have de-
clared that, in accordanco with the Cons
stitutions Apostolic, the question must be
angwered in the affirmative.

T'he samo date and day.

Our Most Idoly Lord Gregory XVI, by
Divine Providence Sovereign Pomiff—at
the usual audience granted to the Most
Ravorend Father Commissary General of
tho Holy Oftice,—hath ratified the deci-
sions of the Most Eminent persons aboves
mentioned.

{Tho Scal)

ANGELO ARGENTI,
Notary to the Holy Roman and Universal
Inquisition.

From the N. Y, Freemans Journal,
FREEMASONRY,

On the first and second pages of this
day’s paper are given some documonts
touching this instiition, for which we ask
the attention of every reader. We have
judged it right to give them the publicity
which the wide circulation of the Jognxar
will afford them, not only on account of
their intrinsic interest as referring to a sect
which at one time possessed an influence
and ancxtent almostunbounded, and which
i3 still far from being wholly extinct,—but
because they have an important bearing
upon kindred institutions,—confraternities
and ‘fellowships,—of more recent origin,
and more vigorous cxistenice. 1t is well
that catholics should know that their church
has uniformiy reprobated & anathematized
Secret Sacieties, and pronounced alt those
who knowingly become membess of them,
or wilfully remain so, ipso facto, by that
very act, shut out of her pale, that is to
say, cxcommunicated 3 and that all,
whether Cathalics or Sectarians,should be
aware that the Civil Power, fully recogs
nizing, and imitating, (as it oftes does,)ihe
wisdom of the Church’s discipline, has not
only discountenanced, but frequently sup-
pressed by the most summary measures,
al] associations of a sccrel nature.

The statcments in the anticle, on our
firs1 page, quoted from the T'ablet of Jan-
vary 7th, however startling they may ap-
pear, and however new they may be, to
most readers, are nevertheless quite true,
and we are glad 1o be abl: 10 adduce in
confirmation of then, the testimony of no
less a man the Frederick Schiegel.  This
writer, whosc mental powers,and profound
insightinto the science of human govern~
meat, have rarely beencqualled, and hard-
ly if ever, surpassed, alludes to the subject
in his geeat work, « The Philosophy of
History.”  After speaking of the surpris-
ing rapidity with which the most brilliant
victorics were achieved by the armies of
Infidel France, in her wars during and af-
ter the revolution—under the Directory &
the Consulate—Ee attributes them mainly
1o the prevalence of Freemasonry throughs
out Europe at the time.  The instiwtioa
attained its full developement in France,
amid the horrors of the day, and under the
shadow of the bloody guillotine ; and the:
French armies were, in fact, inmense
Masonic Lodges.  The ties of Masonry
were too strong for the loyalty and patriot-
ismof the Masons smong the opposing
forces. Treachery followed, and Yn casy

uiumph too often crowned the Ficcmaron



