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THE JUBILEE FAMINE IN INDIA.
Tu the Bloor Street Baptist Chwrch :

There wna & besutiful
feature common to most of the Jubilee celebraticons

My peEar Feriow Workeis,

throughout Indis that was eminontly fitting and prac
“wal, the feoding and clothing of the poor. In Madras
iy, vut of a population of 400,000, vver 40,000, or one
tenth, were fed aud clothed in hunor of the dny. Hery
in Cocanada, out of a population of about 50,000, some
.k} wore fed in the stresta.  The sight of 5,000 poor
peaple being fed in long lines om the open road way, hy
husy waiters rushing here and thore with pots full of
taled rice, from which they dip ample ladlefuls on 1o
the vutspread leaves of the emnciated, vxpectunt, wnd
for the titne contented participants, is memorable indeed.
Mon, women and children, what a medley ! what a noise’
what a smell ! That evoning, ns we were following the
ol phiant with the Queen’s portrait fastened to the front
-f the gnudy howdah, aud a Union Jack lgsting over all,
w a torchlight procession of 10,000 luyg}'{mtivu subjects,
I nsked & leading lawyer of the town, who was walking
wt wy side, if many who were tot really deserving had
not probably come in for a feed. ‘0, sir!"” he an
awored, ** what man who is ot in great need would mit
i tho dust of the roadway and eat like u common beg
That is the test.
that all who are in famine soup-kitchens are in dire dis

unr 1 There is nothing surer thau
tress, or they would not be there.

During the past ten.days, an alacminy break has o
curred in the regular course of the monsnou rams, iuter
spersed with a succession of tiercoly hot duys, in which
We
The
The rico mar

the thermometer stoud up to 1067 in the shade
Jave had no such heat during this hut season.
vffect upon thy peeple has been direful.
ket haa been very panicy. In many of the awaller vil
lages, where the supply of rice is limited, the merchants
huve clused their shops till they see whether the rus will
continue or not. The poor, wha have heen comng from
the drier districts in the north end of the Presidency.
Ineger or smaller numbers over since the fnmine set an,
wre now pouring into town tn straggling, hopeless, help
lews crowds, They lie under the trees by the rondmde,
nid waylay the passer by with piteous cries for help,
cwphusizing their words widh loud blows from the open
haud on their shrunken stownchs.

Dr Swmith writes as follows ' T'hings aro very binck
indeed at present.  Yollamanchili and Naruapatnam have
The Cellector, or
Giovernor as he may well be called, states that the neat
thiree munths will be the worst we have had yet, evenaf
we got our long-expected rains, If the rains fml, the
otliciale look for & woree calamity than that of 1877
P'ouple are beginning to oruwd into the famine kiwhens

boen declared resnl famine districts.

now being established in various centres. There are
n.lreag; six famine kitchens, with an attendance of at
least 1,000 each. Many people ure wandering nimleasly
sbout. To prevent this, & regular systcw of relief has
boou ostablished.  This district 18 now divided into
groups of 30 villages each, under inspectors, whose duty
it is to visit each village ouce a week and czamine into
cases of distress. At present, only thoss incapacitated
from work by age, sickncus ur defurmity, will be relieved,
Many able-bodied persons are starviug for lack of work.
Since last Christmas [ have had about 20, and since
Mareh about 30 people empluyed in bresking stone at
Yellamanchili.  This stone is being gradually sold at a
slight loss, and the monvy ia reinvested i the work,  In
thia way a considersble number, mostly Christians, have
been relisved.  Wu feel bound to help Christinng first,
then heathen as (ar as the funds will porant.  As raius
have not properly fallen. the planting of rice has beon
delayed, und the furmers have employed very little out-
side help.

The next threv weeks wall decide the fate of the com-
“Ig yel\r.

Before leaving for Coonoor, n few months since, 1
thought that people could not get more emaciated, and
still live.  But during the last few days I have seen liv-
g skeletons.  Ask the friends to increase their piving,

The villagers havoe st last come to realize and confess
that this s 4 vmtation of God. They listen with greater
mterest thau ever to the praaching of the Gospel,  Pray
that, in this opportunify of God's power o this land,
mau’s extrewmity of physical need may bocomne the suurce
of spiritual fulness to Lhis people.”

Mr. Walker showed me sesterday two articles of food
uow used by many of his Christisng ns » menns of sub-
sislonce. It is the
This 18 made into a
porridge, which is abou! as palatable to these people na a
course it boiled corn cobs. It louks for all in the world
Mr. Walker wmd it turned his
The other
food is the lower of  wild lily that grows w stinking and
nuasmatic mudholes,

A sample of vne of them I encluse.
ground kernel of the mangoo fruit.

like s ntuch prey mud.
atomach whaon ho tried to taste a bit of it.

Some of them aro trying a courso
in rice-bran. Kven a cuw will not eat that in good times.

A poor man who was found dying ou the rosdside, was
taken in by Mrs. Walker, who did everything in her
power to save his life He could
Before be died,
they found out his village and caste, so as to inform his
frionds ; thoen they took the puor wasted budy out and
conmitted it to the potters’ field, s short distance from
the bungalow.

. but it was too Iate.

uat swallow,  Ho could hardly speak.

We are receiving very few candidates for baptism.
Many sre applying for the ordinance. We receive only
such a8 we have known long and well, and of whose con-
version we have no doubta.



