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state of Masonic feeling, that the in- ’lution of 29th ..Tlily, 1818, capcelled

vasion of ‘the prerogative of Grand
Lodge-—as some thought fi to express
it—Dby the alteration of the Table of
Precedence, was likely to be a theme
for discussion, if not for dissension,
for some considerable time fo come.
Most gratifying, "therefore, must it
have been to all wel-wishers of our
.grand Institution,” when it was
snnounced by the Right Hon. the
Earl of Carnarvon, the Pro Grand
Master, that he had been in con-
ference with the Most Worshipful the
Grand Master on several oceasions
during the last few days, and that he
was desired to say the G. M. did not
desire to make any change that would
not be acceptable to the Craft. The
Pro G. Master further stated, that
His Royal Highness had since learned
that the changes had not met with
that general assent he had been led to
expect. He was also aware that a
guestion had been raised whether the
Grand Master had even the power to
alter the precedence, not of existing,
but of future Grand Officers. The
power which the Prince of Wales—
acting under advice—had exercised,
was precisely that whichall successive
Gvrand Masters, from the Duke of
Sussex, had exercised without Grand
Licdge questioning it. By directionof
the Prince of Wales, inquiry had been
made on the subject, and the result
was to make it clear that the practice
had been somewhat conflicting; at one
time the Grand Master, and atanother
Grand Lodge, had conferred rank on
brethren, and fixed their status in
Grand Lodge. In the Book of Con-
stitutions framed in 1815, .shortly
after the Union- of the two Grand
Lodges, Grand Lodge took power fo
propose to the Grand Master three
names for each of the offices of Grand
Chaplain, Grand Treasurer, and
Grand Sword Bearer, for selection
therefrom by him, the Grand Mdster
having “the absolute right to sefect
the other nine Grand Officers. This,
however, wag found not to work satis-
factorily, and Grand Lodge, by réso-

{he ‘arrangement, and the "Grand
Masier took power to appoint to all
the Grand Offices except the Grand
T'reasurer, and this was embodied in
the Book of Constitations which was
published in 1819. BSince then the
Grand Masster had so appointed hig
Grand O%ceors, and had fixed and
altered their status on more than one
occagion, without comvlaint, let, or
hindrance on the part of Giand Lodge.
I might, therefore, be concluded, for
the fact proved itself, that the Grand
Master had done %hig, and had con-
timied to do it, with the sanction and
approvel of Grand Lodge, and the
custom had, in this as in many other
cases, made the law, though that law
had not been recorded, as it ought to
have been.

“On the other hand, Grand Lodge
had every now and again, by specific
resolution, conferred rank and station
on different brethren. In September,
1862, it resolved to make the Presi-
dent of the Board of General Pur-
poses a Grand 8ﬁicer; this he was nob
before, and his status was then fized.
The Pro Grand Master assured the
members of Grand Lodge, His Royal
Highness had but one end in view,
that was to promote the interests of
Grand Lodge. ~Again, in June, 1881,
it ereated the appointment of Deputy
Director of Ceremonies, and the Firsf
and Second Grand Sta-dard Bearers.
The Grand Master and Grand Lodge
had af different times exercised con-
current authority in ‘the matter. He
exercised his powers and used his pre-
rogative in the name and for the sake
of the Grand Liodge, and on & question
such as this .there cculd arise uo
difference between the Grand Master
and Grand Lodge. Grand Lodge was
naturally jealous of its privileges, a!}d
m wghﬁ,ld ba ggﬁm Watha,bchm thm

: ose privileges than the
Grand %ia.ster‘ The great end end
aim of the Prince of Wales in the
position of Grand Master, conforred
apon him by and over this ahclent,
honorable, and mogtuseful instifution,



