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atate of Masonie feeling, thatihe M!-
vasion of 1the prerogative* of Granda
Locdge-as sborne thought fit to express
it-by the à1teration of the Tab1b of
Precedence, was likely to, be a theme
f6Iý discussion, *if not for dissension,
for sorne considerable time to corne.
Most gratifying, *therefoÉe, must it
have been to ail well-wishers of or

.gmtna, institution,, when it was
auýn,,unccd by the Right 'Hon. the
19an of 'Oarnarvon, the Pro Grand
Master, that lie bhad bee4i ini con'-
ference with the Mo at Worshipful the
Grand Master on several occasions
during the last few ds.ys, and that lie
was desired to say the G. M. did not
desire to niake a-ny change that would
not lie accepotable to the Craft. The
Pro G. Master further stated, that
Ris Royal Highness had since learned
that the changes had not met with
that general assent hie had been led to
expect. Re vas aise aware that a
question baid been raised whether the
Grand Master badl even the power to
alter the precedence, not of existing,
but of future Grand Officers. The
power which the Prince of Wales-
acting under advice-had exercised,
was preoisely that which ail successive
Groa Masters, from, the Duke of
sussex, haî exercised without Grand
Lcdge queÉtioning it. By direction.of
the Prince of Wales, inquiry had ben
madle on the subject, and the resuit
was to make it dlean that the practice
lhad been goniewhatct>nficting; at one
tine the Grand Master, and atanother
Grand Lodge, bad conferred zank on
brethren, and fixed their status ini
Grand Lodge. lI the Book of Con-
stitutions franied, in 1815, shoitly
after the Union -of the two Grand
Lodges, Grand Lodge« took power to
propose te, the Grand Master three
ngmnes for eaoh of the offices ol ilz4nâ
Ohàp1in, Grand Treasurer, ana
Cerand Sword Bearer, for selectio'n
tberéfrom by him, ihbe Grand, W-ster
hàving 'thfle absolute riglit to sÈj!c.t
the etheine Grand Officersb This,
howeveri was -fôota not te -worc saris-
faôtorily, ana* Gmaa L4oçle reso.

1 lution of 29th July, 1e88, apeiledl
theai~anemetanai th <rand

Uaster took power to appoint. to ail
thoe Grand Offices except the Grand
I!reaàurer, and this Pas embacdied ini
th~e B3ook of Constitutions w]biih was
pubâished in 1819. Since then the
Grand Mdaster had se appointed bis
Graud. O,'l3rs, 'and bati fixeti and
altered their status on more than one
occasion, withoub cômula.int, let, or
hindrance on the part of Grand Lodge.
It might, therefore, be concluded, for
the fact proved itself, that the Grandl
Master had done, this, and. hati con-
tinneti to do it, with the sanction anti
approval of Grand Lodge, and the
custom had, in this as in many other
cases, madle the law, thougli that law
hadl not W-u<n recoirded, as it ouglit te,
have been.

"On the other banti, Grand Lodge
hati every now andi again, by specifie
nesolution, conferred. rank anai station
on different brethren. In September,
1862, it resolved to make the Presi-
dent of the B ard of General Pur-
poses a Grnda Officer; this lie was not
before, and bis status wvas then fixed.
The Pro Grand Master assureti the
inembers of Grand Lodge, Ris Royal
Higlinegs hati but one end in 'view,
that was te promote the intenests of
Grand ifLoge. -Again, in june, 1881,
it createti the appointnient of Depnty
Director of Ceremonies, aýnd the Fislt
ana Seconci Grand, Sta-id&rd Beaners'.
The Grand Master and Grand Liodge
hai t iferent'tines exerciseti con-
current authority in-tbe matter. He
exercised bis powers anai usea Mus pre-
rogative in the name anai for the sake
of tbe Grand Lotige, anti on a question
sncb as this .there crald, arise no
difference between the Grand Master
anti Grand Loige. Grac Lodge -waà
naturaily jealou's of its privileges, and
no ono woia bq more watchful xi

guadin thsepnivileges than the
Grad Maste.' The, grea4t end =ild
aim of the Prince of Wales in tI4e
position of Gran& Master, cQnforred,

vxon kmn bi, and, ove« this ' ïeut,ùooate a .muefuxs amto


