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province of the other without-dctriment to both. Whecn they do, lot us
.observe the confusion tihat ensues in our Order.

As a inatter of business one inason accommodate. anoticr, anid with-
-out taking legitinate preCaution to protect himself, expects to 1101(l bis
brother to bis word and bond of fhith by private menus well known to
.both. The contract to pay is not falIilled, aid the moncy-lender insists
on the bond. Thero is no way of exceuting it but by riding the poor
brother to death with the whip of charges and specifications and the
spur of mnasonic oblig-ationis. There is neither business nor masonry in
this usage, yet iL is often applied and pir.sued to the extreme penalty
-mnasonic dCath. Who is more to blame, the proseuting witness or
the victim ? The firmuer lias nothing to substantiate his claim in the
courts, and luider the laws made and provided fbr tle adjustiment of
sucl business, and he therefore appeals to tle Lodge as a sort of col-
lecting englie, or a private, patent money-press, which he uses to cor-
rect lus own istakes, a1nd possibly to cnrich himself. If the flesh-and-
blood bond bc satisfied by the payient of a certain amnount or moncy
all is w-ell ; the debtor is a good iason ; if iot, the epless bamikrupt
is east, beyond the pale ofthie B'otiteriood. 'hie case represcuited may
he au extreme one. It is, nevertheless,givel as ai illustrationi of what
too often happens in Lodges, and for the purpose of warning nasons
against such gross inconsistencies. Monmey is tle linge upon whieb
such a trial turns, and the money consideration decides it. A trial in
.a Ltodge of nasons should bc ibunded in and condueted upon mnasoniC
principles, aid the only case in which a monley considerationî canl
tilmately appear il a masonie trial is in debts and dues, taking the
attituide of wronginmg anid defrauudinîg the Lode itself. Tlhis hias nothing
to .o with business. Refising to pay dues is a violation of a compact
which the Lode inakes with every iciimber, upon which rests many of
his privileges as a1 mason, and the very existelce ofthe Lodge itselfa
an inlstrumnent br tlle accomplish ment ofgood. Such cases are especially
provided 1;r hy our masonic laws.

No mason is excusable for violatinig his word, or betraying a trust,
reposed Il him by a brother, or any other person. IC should be liheld
strictly accountable for his Cts acordinîg to our moral standard, and
not by tlie worlds money-guage. On tli other liand, masons cannot
be too carefmul not to expose a brother to the danger of forfeiting his
word bv seeming to do him a fanvor in a time of ieed and imposing 'on-
ditions which he may be unable to perform, lius inflicting upon him
irreparable injury and disgrace. Liave coliecting debts to agents, con-
stables and courts. Lot business be strictly business, and mnasonry
romain purely masonry, and do not mingle the incongruous elemcnts
Of the two, to make one subservo the purposes of the other. Grant
business accommodations only at thoir par value and dipenso mnasoic
charity frely. Pursue this straightforward course, and the. lodges will.
be spared an infimitudo of trouble in conducting trials of a character
ihat should never comle before them.-Gouley's Frcemason.

TIHCOUGITS FOR TEMPL.ARS.

Sir Tohn D. Vincil, G. C. of Missouri, tlus addresses the Fra(crs of
that State:

" Hlow fares the Order in -Missouri?' 'What of the night' may be
-questions with which you should challenge your official Wttchmien,'


