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An Editor's Idei of Fairitess,
On the 7th of February we rend a paper on " Rob.

bing the Land," before the Dairy Association of the
County of Iluntingdon, P. Q. The following criti.
cism apptated in the Pariner's Advocate for April,
headed, "Our Government and its Confedcrates
"Preach False Doctrines in the Methods of Restor-
"ing the Fertility of the Soi"
To the Editor of the AuvocAr:

SIR,-Prof. Robertson, of the Model Farma, Guelph,
and àir. Shaw, of Hamilton, have recently been
down east, attending " Farmer' Conventions" and
lecturing, the former on the " Model Dairy Cow,'
and the latter on " Robbing the Land." Among the
places visited was Huntin don, P. Q., and I have

een reading the re ort of te meeting there as given
in the Gleaner, publishcd in that town. As both ai
these gentlemen at that meeting, and most hkel at
others also, expressed and reiterated opinions w ich
are erroneous and misleading, I request the use ao
a small space in )out widely circulated journal te
point out to farmers (and the lecturers) where they
are in error.

Air. S., in his paper, nakes some very good points.
He says : " A man who crops continually and ut
back nothing will ?eave his children a farm on which
they cannot make a living. No soif is so rich that it
canno be exhaustied," etc. But when he r oes - te
say that an exhausted farin can be resri, ro fertility
from .its own resources white selling off beef, he
is grievously in error. Y'et, in answer to a quesý
tion, he repeats it thus : " 1 deny that a fae
mer cannot sell off a certain quantitu of produc
without impoverishint hi soif. Th fertility can
even be increased w te doing so." He had dou
bled the fetility of his fam in eight yea, ail the
white exporting beef. Does any one really believe
that a farmer canu take the ha, hrain, roots or what
ever it may b that he rows, te at to cattie, sel
off the beef, puttino back onm the ranute, and by sc
doing increase the frtility of the farm ? The thing iý
absurd. It is true that eatle raising or dairy farmin
wit not rtua down a fa asrm at tht as grain cxowing
but the exhaustion will come 'ust as surel, as not so
rapidly. He confutes himself however, bcause he
sayso: A day is coring for artiffeial manures, bu
there is no use buying the white betr wastin the
manute we have." Now, why mention arti a
minures t ail, if farmers can double the fertiiy o
tboir farms in tight years, a the saie time ex ortm,
beef (and mgit aoney at it, t suppose), as e says

He also says "Artificial manures on ht not to te
used uness the faimer knows what his bis l and
how to apply tnem. Ashes are better than phos-
phates or guano." The first part of this pice of ad
vice is hke that of the fond morther who advised her
boy not to go into the water tilt huaned to swim,
and he mnight as well say that sait is better than
sugar, as say "l ashes are better than phosphates or
guano." How is a fat mer to find out what his land
needs unies by trin different things ? If land needs
ammonia, rooo buhes of ashes per acre would not
su ply a particle of ir, but a small quantity of guano
would.

SUDSCRIDER.
To this somewhat singular production we sent a

reply, accompanied by the following letter:

W. WFLD ESQ., Hamilton, April 15tb, 1887.
Ed. and prop. Farmter's Advocate, London, Ont.

DEAR SIR,-In your issue of April (p. 105), I arm
criticised as I think unfairly and untruthfully, and as
my name and address are distinct1 designated you
wili please allow me to put mysel ' ght m the col.
umas of the Advocate. To that end ave prepared
a short reply which you will find enclosed. 1 have
purposely refrained frot makiog long quotations froi
the attack of i" Subscriber " lest I should trespass on
your space. Truly yours,

Tuos. SinAw.
The reply rend thus .

AN L'NFAIR ACCUSATION, AND UNTRUE.

ED. Farmer': Adz-sate.
DEAR SIR,-In your April number, p. io5, is an

article headed "Our Government and its Cnfe,ler
ates Preach False Doctrines in the Methods of Re

storing: the Fettility of the Soit," aind signed hy Il Sub-
scriber." I believe, sir, yau wilt have the fairness ta
allow nie ta reply, as 1 arn distitictly designated, and
ta inscit the saine in your Mnay Issue ; and wcll knowv.
ing the value of s ace in an sigriculturai monthly, I
wilI promise ta be Cre.

i It is unjust and untrue for IlSubscriber"I ta
charge me with being a Ilconféderate " or the Govern.
ment. It is truc that I rend a paper on IlRobbing
the Land II t the Dairy Convention of the county of
Huntingdon, P. Q., an Fcb. 7'th, 1887, going down
there aIt the way exprcssly for that purpose ; but I
did sa salely on the invitation of the secretary of the
Association. Not a fine passed an tht subject be-
tween the Gavernment af Ontario and myseif, or any
af the officiis thercai, in reicrence ta the reading of
tliis paper or af any of the other papers that 1 rend at
the Farmers' Institutes. In tvery instance I went at
the invitation of the secrctary or president. It is
therefore unfair and untrue ta charge me îvith being
a "lconfederate" of the Gaveimnent, although if it

r were so 1 would flot be astnamed of the connectian.
2 mnext chargea with IlPreaching False

Doctrines in the Methods ai Restoring the Fertility of
the Soit." I dia say that the fertility af land can be
maintained whi'c selling off toam it beef anly or datry
produicts, without any additional enrichetother
than it will itself provide, if judiciously maniged, and
so I still believe. 1 did say th2t in this way I had
doubled the prcducing power ai my awn faim in
eîh )-cars, and cao furnish the eviéence if necessary.
Idid fot say that the fertility afIl "ehausted "flartas

can be restored in ibis lvay, but 1 believe it can, only
*it wilI require a lan2er time. I arn willing ta argue
*this point, Mr. Editor, with IlSubscriber,'" or yaur.
self, or nny other living mian, in the calunins ai yaur
paper, or on nny platfaîm that may be named witbin
n reasonable distance.

1 dia say, as "Subscriber" represents, that the day
for the use ai "artificial manures" is coming, and

*that it was unwîse ta buy these whbite we were allaw-
1 ng aur presenit sources ai enricbment ta waste, and 1
have met with natbing since that in any way alters
tbis opinion. Ail men wjli flot grow beef or dairy
prýoduets, and when those vtho do flot have*first bus-
banded their home resources ai manturial ennichmtient,
it is far better that they should buy artificial manurtes
ta uJply tht lack caused by the seliga tht grain.

I d ot sayitht "ashes are betier" (intrinsically)
«Ithan phosphate or guano," as " Suariber" states.
1 'raid that ashes allawed ta waste on tht faim would
* iv better return for tht tinicly application than

p raed phosphates or guanos. And s0 1 say naw.
Mfy per on this subjeet I read by rcquest at the

annuirl meeting af the Ontario Creamery Association.
This association also rcquesEted of me leave ta publish
it in their ana ual report, so that if IlSubseriber" will
exercise a litile patience lie will know exnctly wbat 1
said;- and, if then, lie or any otber mnan wishes ta cri-
ticise it, I ara ready.

Truly youis, ThiosiAs SH-AWV.
This ]ctter appeared in the .ddvoeate for May', p.

r2, but vwith on.e aI tht niost vital sentences leit out,
as m ill be sec n from aur second letter bctow ; a sen-
ten.cewhich has a qualiiying influtncc on tht whole
]etter. Tht ediior ai the Advecate added a foot note,
which rends :

Out correspondent, ' Subsciiber," did not cail Vau
a " «confedierate" aio tht governiment ; na such word
was uscd iiiis letter. Tht bcadingofitht letter con-
tained the indiettacot, which he did nat write. We
taice tht responsibility of this charge, and shall de-
fend aurselves if necessary. We will give sou limitedl
space ta defend your theories, and we sincerely hrope
yau will succced, for nothing can gve peter stisfac-
tion and profit ta aur readers tia eh knowledge of
as stern af busbandr by which they can maintain

a iccrease the fertilit>' of their sil by returs frorn
Iits awn sources. We welcame short a panted
arguments frat ail quarters, IlSubscriber " itcluded,

Ibut woc ta hien who bandits the question in sucli a
manr as ta attempt ta barnboozle aur re dr; we
shail reserve aur mast caustic pen for bien .

A second reply was sent on tht 16tb May', as be-
low, but which neyer appcared :

AN UN VAIR ACCUSATION AND UNTRUL-
Eorrop. Fariers' Advoafr,

DPAR SIR,-l WaS flot a little surprised ta rend in
yaur cozuments on xny letter in the May numberoi the

Advoeate, hea.ted " An Unfair Accusation and Un.
true," the fuliowing stattnent : " Our correspondent,
" ubscriber, ' did not cal! you a " confederate " of
the government ; no suchi word was used in hisletter.
The heading of the letter contained the indictment,
which he dîd not write. W'e take the responsibility
of this charge, and shall defend ourselves if neces-
sary."

This most singular statement gives a different comn.
plexion to the whole affair. We naturally imained
that we were crssing swords with " Subscriber, ' but
by your own ackn edg ment yout are recenible for
the heading of I" Subscriber's' letter, and it is just
this heading that contains the essence of the charges
of which we complain as " being unfair and untrue."
Vou herein charge us (i) with being a confederate of
the goverrnment and (2) ith preachn false doctrines
in the methods of the restoring fertility of the soil,"
which virtually shifis our contest frot " Subscriber"
to yourself.

Now, Mr. Editor, I do not know exactly What is
in your mind when you use the tera " confederate of
the government," but you evidently apply it in the
sense of a stigma, clearly shown by the tenor of the
article which it heads, and by your linking it with the
term " indictment." The term " confederate " may
mean (a) an aily, (b) united in a common cause, or (c)
formed in alliance. Now, it is impossible that such
can be the relation which any one holds to the
government by undesigned coincidence, for one can-
not be an ally, unite in a common cause, or fora an
alliance, without having previously made certain
stipulations to that cffect. There cannot be an
alliance without krms of the same baving first
existed.

I most emphatically deny that I have ever even
tried to trent with the government as an ally, or at-
tempted to foim any alliance with them. I never
held an office under the government, save that of
overseer of highways along side my own farm, nor
have I receive one cent from the government by way
of consideration for anything that I have ever dont.
I call upon )ou, Mr. Editor, not to "defend your-
self," as you strangtly put it, but to substantiate the
charges which you brin against me, which I hold as
unjust and untrue-it is the part of the accuser to
make good his accusation-that I have been or am a
confederate of the government of Ontario, in any othez
sense than in the main being in sympathy with it.

We will reserve the detfence of " our theories," to
which you refer, to another issue, as your space was.
so taxed last issue that you cmitted the closing para-
graph of our letter, which we regard as the most im-
portant sentence in it, havin a qualifying influence
on ail she rest. It rends us: My paper on this
subject I rend by rcquest at the annual meeting of the
Ontario Creamery Association. This associa ionalso
rcquested of me leave to publish it in their annual re.
port, so that if "Subscriber " will exercise a little
patience he will know exactly what I said, and if,
then, he or any other man wishes to criticize it, I am
ready.

* telieve, sir, you will have the faiiness to publish
my cortmunicatiur.s on this subject in fuît, and I
promise you I will make then short. In justice to
myself I ask it, and for the honor of editoria fairnes.'.
A grave charge is brought against me in the columns
of ypur paper, and I appeal to your honor as a
journalist and as a man to give me that opartunity
of defending myself wh'ch you yourself would desire
if placed in my position. Truly yours,

THos. SHAW.
Hamilton, x6th May, 1887.
This second reply was accorrpanied by a letter

which rends thus:

W. WF.D EsQ., Hamilton, May 16th, 1887.

Ed. and prop. Farmer's Ad*cate, London, Ont.
DE-AR SIR,-Please find enclosed a second paper

from me defending myseIf in reference to the attack
made upon me b" "Subscriber" in the Advocate for
April. Please oblige by publishing this paper in the
June issue. My last tetter was only publiabed in part.
This must have been unknown to you, as I cannot
believe that you would be so unfairas to allow a seri-
ous charge to be brought ngainst*me in your paper and
then garble my letters of defence. I will not believe this
unless forced to. I trust, therefore, that this letter
and aIl succeeding ones that you receive from me on
the subjeât may be pùblislied in full in the Advocate.
Strike my statements as bard as you please, but give
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