THE OANADA SOHOOL JOURNAL.

267

his subject, National Education. Ho said ho belioved in education be.
causo hobelieved in tho dignity and destiny of man, He repudiated tho
doctrine of Evolution, which teaches that man is only o fow removes
from the brute creation, for if such could be established and if the dis.
tinction i3 only ono of degreo and not of essential differenco of kind, then
there is no claim upon which we can baso the doctrine of National Educa.
tion. But wo are inclined to think differently by our researches.in tho
Divino word ; 8 man_bears in mind tho lessons taught at s mother's
knee, lessons as old as tho :everlasting hills, telling of his origin,
his inheritance and his ond,  The superiority of man is seen in the his-
tory of intellectual pro-eminence, the mind of man is set in judgment
by tho universe. Mann walks ercet and lifts his forehead to the stars, and
his hope pierces far boyond the stars, Man cannot attain his true des.
tiny, oxcept in society, which as o Divincinstitution, lays onhim the duty
of self-sacrifice, and_asks_him to take up his position as his brother’s
keeper. Upon this principlo we base the edifice of education,
which is the bringing out in all their barmony, the powers and
energies of the mind, and society cannot escape the responsibility of aid-
ing the object of educotion so far as it may bo provided. If the Church
were in a position to take up the matter, it would be their legitimate work,
but as they are not, the State should provide an opportunity for educat.'
ing those whoso abilities fit them for it. The great object tho ed-
ucator should have in view is to develop the mental power of the
nation in all ifs grandour, and to make men good citizens. It may
be thought the duty of the State in this respect nced go no
farther than tc affora & _good primary education, but it is requisite
they should do more, for when peorle occupy a high social position, they
should bo educated to know how to grace that position. Therais no
single industrial art in which education is not of advantage; if a manis
to be a shoemaker, education will make him a better workman, eto. The
lecturer contrasted this country with uncivilized Africa, and showed how
the superiority and power of mental energy asserted its sway in the im-
provement and development of industry and science. He praised the
cfforts made by Scotland in the education of her people, many of whom
went directly from the sIl;aﬁSh school into the Umversity, and returned to
be teachers of the parish school. Thus it is if you want & man to man-
age a_workishop, or a ruler togovern an empire, youmay go to the
Scotchman (applause). In Germany, the system of education is most
cffective, for the nation has thereby become oue of the greatest in the
world, and her progress in science and art indicated the wisdom of those
who ostablished state education. In Ireland the.fair faces and warm
hearts of that precious * gem set in the sea,” beam and throb with the
brightness and integrity arising from National Education. He honoured
the Irish peasant for making a sacrifi. . that his family may be educated.
They are sent fcrth to every land, and take with them the bendfits of
mental culture they receive at home. With many, however, their native
genius is so great that they do not require any education at all (laughter).
It is sometimes said that it is not fair to agk the masses to make pro.
vision for educating the higher classes, but he was glad to say that he
always found the wealthy men of Picton ready to honour men asmen
shoald do, and te give of their wealth to further the canuse. He considered
the son of the agriculturalist should be fitted to take his place in the high.
est ranks if his ability enabled him to do so. An objection was made that
the result of all this education would boe that after a time there would be,
no * hewers of wood and drawers of water,” like the party in New York,
who said that the girls were getting such a fine educati iat present, that
shortly there would be no servants (laughter), He (Dr. McLellan) often
had oppertunities of raixing with some of these high ciass grumblers, and
he found, generally speaking, that a great meed of education existed
among themselves. He related some anecdotes to bear out these remarks,
which caused much laughter; and -in conclusion, urged the teachers to
faithful duty, to the cultivation of high principles in their pupils; to teach
them not to despise the industrial arts, ggt to improve their minds so as
.to improve mechanical skill, and to become benefactors to generations
yet to be born. Mr. W. Ross moved a vote of thanks to Dr. McLellan for
bis brilliant lecture, which animated the audience by the pathos and elo-,

quence with which'it was delivered. He hoped the Doctor would often |

favor them with his presence.  The vote was seconded by Mr. Platt, and
carried enthusiastically. The meeting. then-adjourned. Second Day.—
A very large number of teuchers assembled at the morning session. Mr.
Rothwell gave an interesting lecture on the Railways of Ontario,i llustrat-
ing his subject by a map drawn with chalk on the blackboard. He an.-
swered somo questions relative to the value of the subjectas a school

exercise. Mr. W. K. Bowerman exemplified the principles of measare- |

menf of angles, after which -Dr. McLéllan, by request, took up Algebra,
and showed some handy methods of solving problems which are not to
be found in the text-books. 1 the afternoon the officers were clected as
follows :—President,. G. D. Platt, B, A.; 1st Vice-President, B. Rothwell;
2nd Vico-President, F2. B. Mastin ; Sec-Treasurer, Jokn Kinney. Auditors,
John Wilson, R.M. White. Exccutive Committes, W. K. Bowerman,
Blakely, A. T. Platt, J. H. Dulmedge, D. Clapp, H. M., Faul, 8.B, Netliery,
Mr, Nethery gave o most interesting and instructive acconnt of his. visit
to the Islands of the Pacific. Dr. McLellan then, gave an address to tho
teachers, marked by.tho sound practical ability which {s hischaracteristic.
On the motion of Mr..W. T.. Kinney, a cordial vote of :thanks was passed
toDr, McLellan for his invaluable services at the Convention. Next

meoting of the' Association to bo determined by tho ex-commutteo.
Adjourned.

REVIEWS.

EnMENTARY Lessons 18 Enovsu.—Teachers' Edition. Boston: Ginn
& Heath, 80 cents.  Tho scholar’s edition of this book has alrcady been
noticed in tho Journal.  The book before us is intended for the teacher’s
uso, and wehavenohesitation inranking it as onoof thomost valuable books
for teachers which wo have seen. The preliminary discussion of the prin-
ciples of oral teaching is admirable—worth more, in fact, than many of
the cxponsive manuals of method. The book contains ths text of the
children’s book ontire, and, in addition, plans for devoloping the lessons
of the text ; observation lessons, dictation and text oxercises, questions of
oral and written reviews, materials for composition exercises ; plans for
conducting picture lessons, &o. Teachers who find ** Grammar the dullest
of all subjects,” would find every page of this book a revelation to them.

Crass Booxk or MexTat Arrraseric.—London: John Walker & Co.
This is a small manual which gives capital suggestions as to the method
of teaching Mental Arithmetic, and a large eollection of examples for men-
tal working, Mental Arithmetic is too ofton regarded as an ezercise of
thought rather than practice. Wo are glad to seethat Mr. Marwood gives
only examples which exercise the calculating or computing faculties, with-
out troubling the reasoning powers. This is true Mental Arithmetic.

Morrart's Brier History oF THE WORLD ; By JaMES MURRAY. Price
Two Pence. This is a small primer about the size of the First Reading
primer, contains a'brief sketch of Mathematical Geography, and fully as
much as should L. taught in Public Schools concerning the physical geo-
graphy of the Continents and tbe British Empire and dependencics.

Tiue ScuooL-MASTER or THE NINETRENTH CENTURY. Translated from
the German. New York . Daniel Slote € Co. This work is & phlosoph-
cal development of objective teaching, chiefly with a view to the natural
growth of themid, and the cultivation of language. It consists of a serics
of lessons, or rather of suggestive outlines of lessons on common thinga.
There is more gold in it than in a bushel of the ordinary books an object
lessons, but it may take a third reading to find it. Each part must be
taken in connection with the whole before its full value can be secen.

InLosTrATED ScnooL Spearen aNp Reaper. Written by A. K. Isbister,
M. A, LL.B. London: Longmans, Green & Co, Thisisamost valuable
book. Tts general aim ig to teach, not merely a few specially gifted pupils,
but all, to read well, and also to speak well, With this as hus object, the
author gives first a brief, but exceptionally clear and comprehensive ex-
planation of the principles of elocution. This is followed by a number of
exercises marked for emphasis and expression, and a very large collection
of the mostelegant selections tobe found in theEnglish language. There
is also & capital chapter on gesture, with several pieces marked for appro-
priate action, The book concludes with extracts from foreign languages,
Greek, Latin, French, German.  Tho best feature of the book is the sim-
plicity of its theoretical parts. The suthor’s intention has clearly been
to make his subject plain; not to lead his readers to think elocution a
mysterious something, only to be comprehended by a favored few.

Tue Exexents or Epucation. C. W. Bardeen & Co., Syracuse, 15 cents.
This is oneof Bardeen's Schoolroom Classies. It is a paper read before
the Alumni State Normal School, by Mr. Chaxles J. Buell, one of thelead-
ing High School Principals of Eastern New York. Heis evidentlyaclear-
headed, earnest teacler.

MAGAZINES.

TR ATLANTIO MoNTHLY for Novembor bogin ,- with tho first instalmont of
*“Tho Portrait of a Liady,” by Henry James, Jr. Tho sceno of this, as of many
other novols by thesame author, is 1aid in England, but the principal cherne-
tors are American. It promises well. ** His Best” is a complste, well-told story.
Mr. Richard Grant White contributes “ Letters and Notes from England.” The
eighth chapter of the very mto:rostmg “ Reminisconces of Washington,” deals
with tho adminlstration of President Tyler. “A.True Republic” is a review
of a work of that name written by Mr. Stickney, whoso views as to the noxicus-
ness of pexty axe vory much the same as those of tho *Bystander.” ‘[he
remeining contents.axe: . Tho Jew’s Gift,” & poem by T. B. Aldrich; “The
8ill: Industry in America” ; * Storms of. Antumn,” s poem ; tke third.part-of
-tho “Intimato Lifo of & NobleGerman Family ”; “The Futuro of Weather Fore-

telling”; “A Slooping City,”; a posm; *Philosophy and Apples,” by G, P.
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