
PREFACE

hT iS scarcely nccessary to offer an apologvy for intrud-
ing ùpon puiblic notice the contents -of the following, pages.
Whoever rescues from, the ruin of years the prirnaries of
his coun'try does -his nation a perpetual service.

The things herein written have been the products of
enthusqasm-the off spring of -delight. The romance o!
the things lias become -more and miore real as the com-
pilation lias proceeded, until -the -%vriter lias become seized
of .the conviction that other people should be afforded the
privilege of slîari;îg in a delighlt which they could not
buit appreciate. Thiere lias been no desire to, parade either
a person or a famiily, «ibut tie conviction lias grown that'
tlirougelî thle agency of -a family, ai-d in its scattered hieir-
looms, there werc conserved invaluable germs o! national
life, and tliat matters of nmore than common importance
foughlt to be put into soi-e, tangible forni, capable of pre-
servation for the beiiefit of fture historians.

At Mtines, dilring the writiiîg of Canadian ]îistory and
biocrapliv, somne indiviclual characters have been given
spccial proiiiueiic e w'itlîout niuchi detail .regardiiig tlîeir
environmient;, tlîe effect îîîay be the perpetuation in the
nationial consciouSness of a naine and the celebration of
the virtues o! a .person, wk~hout crlviing sufficient: credit
to thiose who were tic special creators o! opportunities
for suicli persoiîs. And the consequences to our own times
may be cisastrous, as the resuit is, on the -one hand to


