The, Author's PREFACE.

firf2 of the land and inbabitants, as being the objet and [ubje of their
endeavours; and I have been forced 10 be more diffufe in it, than I
would have been abous a place already known to the world by any hiftory

or relations made of it.  For this reafon, I have employ'd fix books in .
the defcription of the land, and the valorous flerce difpofition of its
inhabitants, that the force and efficacy of the divine grace might fbine ou?’?ﬂ ,
the more in the beginnings of the comverfions of that untractable nation, |
mentioned in my two laft books, which are almoft as comprehenfive.

as my fix firft, which were divided into fo many, only to anfwer the
diverfity of matter which they contain. : |

. Thus I have informed my reader of this work, in which be will find
variesy of entersainment. Some things will anfer the curiofity of thofe

who delight in knowing natural caufes; others will be moved and incited

to valiant altions by the examples-of thofe performed here, Thofe
likewife, who love biftorical relations, will be pleafed, fince here is an
epitome of the difcovery of the beft part of the Indies, according to rhe
order of times, and perfons concerned in the conquefls and difcoveries

of fo many kingdoms 5 and, laftly, the pious difpofision of devous minds
will be elevated to praife God foribe fignal favours, which the
queen of "heaven bas beflowed on the kingdom of Chile in particular ;

and adore the Lord of all things, for baving in little more than one
censury made his name knovn, and bis wor[bip introduced among fo many
heathen nations, cven to bring the untamed and powerful Araucano’s

upon their knees to him, after fo many years flubborn refifting the en-
trance of the Gofpel. I cannor defire my Reader to exprefs any acknows
ledgements for this work of mine, becaufe I do not judge it deferves fo
great a reward ; but I hope he may, with indulgence, excufe its faults,

and make me fome allowance for the little helps 1 bave had in writing.

I have endeavoured to pleafe all 5 but, particularly, to fbew how the
kingdom of Chrift may be advanced in that new world, if the apoftolical
zeal of the evangelical workmen will employ itfelf in this great harveft

of fo extended a gemtilifm and new chriftianity. ‘

»

To the READER..

HE firft fix books being the only ones that contain the
hiftorical and natural accounts, they alone are tranflated ;-
and {fome chapters even out of them omitted, for their tedious

qurﬂitious narratives. :
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