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not be tempted, as of old, to make thongs aud moccasins of the beaver; for their deer

are poor, with skins full of worm-holes, whereas beaver leather is very tough and fine.

But in spite of the severe cold winters, that are, in fact, cominon to all the fur

territory, winter is the delightful season for the traders; arounid the

bay it is the only endurable season. The winged pests of which

I have spoken are by no means confined to the tide-soaked

region close to the great inland sea. The whole country is

as wet as that orange of which geographers speak when

they tell us that the water on the earth's surface is

proportioned as if we were to rub a rough orange
with a wet cloth. Up in what we used to

call British America the illustration is
itself illustrated in the countless lakes
of all sizes, the innumerable

snall streams, and the many
great rivers that make
water ways the roads,
as canoes are the
wagons,of the
region. It
is a vast
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paradise for mosqui-
toes, and I have

been hunted out of
fishing and hunting

grounds by them as far south as the bor-

der. The " bull-dog " is a terror reserved

for especial districts. He is the Sioux of

the insect world, as pretty as a warrior in

buckskin and beads, but carrying a red-

hot sword blade, which, when sheathed in
human flesh, will make the victim jump
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