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their neighbours or defied the law in any way,
and-%o vigorous their growth still appèars that
they claim to have increased their number by

fifty thousand-since the last census in 18go.
Of all their characte ' ristics,' the sincerity Of
t.heirbelief is the most striking. In Ohio,
when one of the preachers of thèse " Smith-

ite " Mormons was conducting me through
the many-storied temple, still standing hugé
and gray oh Kirtland Bluff, he laid his hand
on a pile of copies of tye Book of Mýrmon,

saying solemnly, " Sister, here is the solidest
thing in relig-ïon that you'Il find anywhere."
I bought tUè " esolidest " th ing for fifty cents,.

nd do not advise the same - outlay to
thers. The pF. phet's life is more marvelloùs

and more ins ctive than the book whose
production s its chief triumph. T t it
was an original production seems pro able,

as the recent discovery of the cele ratedT
Spalding manuscriptý and a criticjaý1àmina-
tion of the.evidefice of Mrs. Spal ing, go far
to discredit the popular aècusation of plagia-
rism.

Near Kirtland I visited a-s t-faced oldwAe
lady-not, however, of the'Mormon persua-

sion-ýNrho as' a child had climbed on the
prophet"s knee. " My m'âther alway-S said.,


