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)‘:ugene ()' coast northeast of Bayeux had been com-

pletely smashed; the 352d division advised
the army at'1:35 p. m. that the Allied assault
had been “hurled back into the sea”—only
at Colleville was™ fighting still under way,
with the Germans counterattacking.

The army reported in turn fo group head-
quarters, at 4:20, that the outlook was re-
assuring and the forces on hand adequate.
At 3 p. m., General von Runstedt transmitted
the command that the Allied bridgehead
chould be wiped out that evening. He re-
ceived back word that it might take a little
longer, but that all measures were set for
counterattack.

The Germans had not made allowance for
two things: First, the extraordinary technical
equipment and artificial harbors that per-
mitted the landing army to be supplied. At
the end of D-Day the Germans apparently
had no inkling of the scale of landings on
Omaha Beach.

Second, the Germans discovered, too
late, when they tried to move up Panzer
and other divisions from all over France, the
degree to which they had been immobilized
by air attack.

When Hitler, on June 6, received word of
the invasion, he was about to appear at a
reception near Salzburg of the new Hun-
garian Prime Minister. He entered the meet-
ing with radiant face and announced, “It’s
begun at last.”” He was confident counter-
attacks by June 13 would wipe out any
beachheads.

The Allied air effort upset all German
plans. Motor transport could move only at
night; on June 15, the Second Panzer Divi-
sion, that should have been rushed long
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hecause it is printed by the Government. It
is called “Omaha Beachhead” and is lavishly
compiled by the Historical Division of the
War Department. It is bound in paper, pro-
fusely illustrated, and has magnificent un-
folding maps, giving a daily and at times
almost hourly account of the great “D-Day”
landing in Normandy. It does not cover,
except indirectly, the British phase of the
landing, nor the parallel American “Utah
Beach,” which will be made the subject of
a later study.

“Omaha” Beach was where the fiercest
fighting occurred, and where, in effect, the
length of the European phase of the war was
largely determined. The book costs $1.50, and

if you send a check to the Government |
Printing Office here in Washington, the Gov~ |

ernment will send you the book, postage free.

Those who make a hobby of studying the -|

battles of the Civil War were never provided

with anything like the material which the |
War Department has now compiled for the |

great D-Day adventure, surely one of the
most romantic stories in all history. At the
end of each chapter there is a compilation of
what the Germans were thinking, taken
from captured documents and interrogated
officers. What strikes one now is the casual
manner in which the enemy accepted the
attack, his failure to comprehend its threat,
or to appreciate its size,

The enemy had “been aware of the im-
pending Allied invasion since the late win-
ter.” Hitler, as contrasted to the High Com-

mand, had figured out where it would occur, |
As the result of his views, the area was re- |
inforced in May. Enemy radio intercepts on |
| since across France by train, was still drib-

the afternoon of June 5 led the High Com-

mand to expect an invasion next morning. |

They did not deem it necessary to inform
local commanders in France, since they re-
garded their state of preparedness as suffi-
cient without further notice.

Not until 9 a. m, did enemy GHQ hear from

| local corps commanders that heavy Jandings

-

from the sea had taken place from 7:15 on,
though they were kept informed of earlier

bling in under its own power. The average
life of a motor in a Panther tank is 500
miles, and the enemy noted mournfully how
the effectiveness of arriving units was low=
ered by their long overland trip under their
own power, Also, there was that item of
gasoline,

The brave men on Omaha Beach took most
of the fighting, and this is their story,
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