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THE CULTURE OF THE MEL
PROPED. . T
. Foar pﬁndipal things have :tQ be: cqa‘mﬂpwd
- in order to assure success in the culture of the:

 the

le

 melon—the kind of soil, the best'method, the o

' best cut and the best care. A sandy loam soil"

is most favorable. Every means should bn’
- taken to render the gpound suitable, whether
by special manures or.by pe: ar if
ments: in’ order that the grownd ma
all the best fertilizing principles.
l Method of Culture i
The best. method of culture:is thadt. which
makes the plant profit from the solar influen
which facilitates the free circuldtion o the air, ¢
and which makes the. fruit absorb sofar rays.
This method exposes them to the influence of
light. The culture of the melon upoh’ nol
appeals‘to all these conditions in pr rénce”’
any other method. I _recommend, there
hotbeds and windows (sashes) in pre

’

the flat ground. This kind of cultufe assires

a greater quantity of fruit and givés miore

strength to the plants. The ascending d rec-
tion of the sap and the descending direction of
the branches, are the two great factors ‘in, thi
method. L i el sty
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By this method one can get at least /ten ¢

flow
melons a2 mound and even more.’ This is the. -

smallest-number I raise from my motinds gt
erally I have more, If you .cult'.ivatq‘pﬁﬁ 1

plant on a mound, your melons will b}.ﬁj’f"g‘e_t,
but, if the fruit is to be sold, it is far-bettér to .
leave two plants a ‘mound which’ “will. ‘give
twenty melons. On an acre, at a distande of
six feet from, each other, you Have goo ‘motinds.
At twenty melons each mound this will syiefd

X . B ih & agel 4 C
18,000 ‘melons which, ‘at ten cents ..eaf;}f,z w:ll fe‘acg’;

give a revenue of $1,800. - q
In spring as soon as the ground isin

and the weather fatorable, I place my h theds

six feet;apart on the ground, whic wwrell
prepdred in'the fall. 'I%l’;en digor Pty
where the hotbed should be plac 7 11 the
hotbed with the best mould containing twenty
per cent of pigeons’ dung ‘thoroughly ‘mixed
_ with the mould, leaving two or three inehes be-
tween tlie hotbed. and the ground. The front
art of the hotbed should be nine inches high
while' the back twelve® ific

he base of the hotbed should, be

+

d’ 4 L3 d
i ‘the’ ©
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US  togather flowes

T come haek

<when t

a litt

inches and at the top-twentysinches. Each ﬁnne :

 of ‘glass' should measure “fifteen by sixteen
inches. - THe sizé of the hotbed can vary in size
s one wishes, and conseuently that - of the
frames. My "frames are made of omeinch
spruce boards. 4 ey ST
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Now, having miade the'surface of the mould

even in the hotbed, I sow from.ten to fifteen -
melon seeds with proper spacing. . When the
plant has sufficiently grown, I sort the .,I)-l
keeping the best ones, . Then, graddally; I

the ground so as to leave one or-two a.

i Ventilation.

.-~ As soon as the seeds begin to gr.

the window somewhat to allow the

culate through the corners of the box -Emove
the window thus between seven: and- eight-
o’clock in the morning. ‘According ‘s the sun.

_miould ‘o

=%

ifickes. of
arotind th

gives'more heat and as ‘the plant grows; I ntove

the window more and more. SRS R

At night T push the window back 'into its
place about an hour before sunset S0 as to
keep the heat inside the box. - T then cover the

hotbed with a heavy covering. The hotbed ¥

should be surrounded by dirt at least six inches-

thick and two-thirds of the height of the hotbed -

frame. The covering made with empty salt-
bags.should be thick enough so as to presérve

mounds from low temperature, and should be . . P

put on the frame every evening, as soon-as:the
melon seeds are sown, and then taken off after

sunrise. : : e
A Watering o e

We should never water_nor warm- meélon . C g

plants at night, when the nights are cold, bt

in the morning. On the contrary, when'nights

. are warm, we should.water them an. Hour at

Ihavec

I rem

%ﬁn

least before sunrise, then-close the framie and with seed corh

cover it. Rain water heated by the sun is pref:
erable to all waters, because it contains more
fertilizing principles. For want of rain water, -

we can use other waters—but ‘waters ‘Which

have been heated by the sus.

(French word)—a. liquid manure—-and com-
mon water; then, T warm with one-quarter of
purin mixed with three-fourths of water. - My
melons are very aromatic and-juicy. During
the period of the culture of the melon,tlie wat-

- fornid, but
thek
=

.. I water the melon ~plants with" “purin” -

formed,
ment.
fo

ering should be-made so that it may reach the = ' /- .

interior of the mound three or four times, ‘ac-
cording to- the ness of the mound, and to

the temperature of the weather. The warming A

should be done every night or every morning,
according to moisture of the night, because

leaves are the soul of the plant, er in other

words, its pulmonary surface. -
. . Cutting and Pinching ST
- When the ‘melon plant has four leaves and

£ .

the fourth onme is.big like th:fnailaoi‘/a thumb, |

I cut the stem under the th
N round ; yet o

3 _u o
em?e flowei

hes. " The, width of ground around the
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bback in his-herd.  His great.
1] il erfect f ~animal. Thomas
Bates, who: 4130 founded his ‘strain on animals
- mng‘ breeding, sought to get milking

S well ‘as'a fine beef type, and great

W up ‘between the. Booth and: Bates

&Sy ok - : L
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. - POINTS OF THE SHORTHORN

e

The t pe ‘of Sh'qffﬁofn we are dealing with

e ed it T gep here is ,that for ‘the production ‘of beef, as dis-

tinct from: the purely milking strains, and-the
aim of the breeders is tb'/gct an animal with a
- good constitution,. well“covered with. nicely-
marbled- flesh, and carrying as much-as pos-
sible* on, those parts which: fetch the highest
prices in the butchers”shops. Y
... Mr. John Thornton, who for years was the
chief salésmdn’ of stud Shorthorns in England,

> thus sets: forth their points:

© - metrical proportions; and by its great bulk on

n_small quantities can be

" “The - breed is distinguished by .its sym-

a-comparatively. sniall frame, the offal being
. very Tighit. and the-limbs small and fine. The
head “is expressive, being rather hard across
 the ‘forehead, tapering gracefully below the

the year, when they will fetch ~ €Y€$ 1o dn open nostril; and fine flesh-colored

hod :

; - usuallyshort, ,
& " with-a graceful downward ciirl and are of a-

r must be perféctly
ling. of water may

‘to_time, ‘though

sdlphate of potish-

potash should be used, as

¢ supplied, nitrate: of soda
to'amMoniasalis. - As:aritle, how-
needed, éspecially if potatoes

“turned under clover ‘sod,

rogen -equal to about fifteen

manlre. per acre. As pota-

fianure, this clover particu-

its ther ‘it has another beneficidl
£ .an’ that * its: fetrhentation produces .a
‘reac intheisoil which\ has a
ab.—Canadian Hor-

OF FLOWERS TO LIGHT' A

‘ ‘wondetiul ‘is the .promise just made
byiMr: :Edward ‘Weston; the well knawnsen-
ginger, days  Scikrice Siftings, - It is the inven-
- tibpcof light  without -heat. .“It is riot ‘Prac-
: elyet 498 ; “itiss merely strange:” In
ty-behind heavy-shades ohjects

5,

the fight of the future. The light

e-that can ‘be painted’

lcausing it to glow in its own
lors and Fiving otit a fuminous mist of light
y wilich it is:easy to read. To have instead
{.a"la,;iig?oi'.;:d"etgttic droﬂp.;pr.chigdegier-a vase

gdra”
;

1l flowers in the corner glowing with light
utficient “only _tHeniselves

! cle.room. Wol a
‘inthe nfagi¢ wheel of m dern lifel””: ‘Mr. Niko-
1d-Tesl %ﬂrﬂ?ﬁh%tﬁﬁ invention. .

d be:a wonderfyl turn

with the niew pale.light that is

muzzle.. “The eyes.are bright, prominent, and
of.a partictilarly placid, sweet expression, the
colintenance being remarkably gentle. The

- horns are by comparison with other breeds un-
ey spring well from the head

créamy-white or yellowish color, the ears be-
ing-fine, erect and hairy:: The neck should be
" moderately thick (muscglar in the male), and
set straight-and well'info'tlie' shoulders. These
when viewed in front are-wide, showing: thick-

1€ s through the heart; the breast coming well

forward; and the forelegs stranding short and
~ wide-apart..  The back among: the ‘higher bred
animals is remarkably broad:and flat, the tibs

- 'should ' be soft and well covered. The hind-

- _quarters are long and wéll filled in, the tail be-

ing cut square upon thém. The thighs meet
-low down, forming the full and deep twist: The
flank should: be deep’so‘as partially to. cover
the udder, which should not-be too large, but
“placed forward, the teats being well formed,
.« square set, and of a medium size.  The-hind
legs should be very shost,-and. stand - wide and
“quite square to_ the ground. The_%eneral ap-
pearance;should - show . outlines. -he. whole
* Body: is_well ‘covered with long: soft-hair, there
{requently being «a 'fine. .uridercoat, -and: this
hairiis 6f 'a most pleasing’ variety’of eglor, ffom
-a.Soft creamiy white: to-a full, "deep red. :Oc-
: .,éiis‘ib_haﬂyf‘fh’e'a?fﬁmal is. red and -white,’ the
white bemng found principallyon the forehead,
uniderneath -the belly, and a.few spots on-the
hindquarters and.legs. “In another group the
body is'nearly white; with the neck and head
* partiglly covered with hair, whilst i a third

- type the:entire body. is most beaatifully vari-

‘egated, of a rich deep, purple ior plum-colored
hue,: ;On touching the beéf-points-the skin is
folind ito .be, soft ‘and mellow, as if lying on'a
soft ‘cushion. ‘In animals.thin in, condition -a
kind of iinner skin.is felt, which is the ‘quality’
or handling of the'great fattening propensities
{9t ‘which the breed is famous.” ‘

PRACTICAL POINTS FOR BEEF

R a——1

. Dealing with_the qualities requisite for
high-class animals; Professor Curtiss, Director
of Jowa = Experimental Station, United States,

- discussed the subject as' follows:

.= *“The first: thing that should be looked to

" is:the genéral. beef formi—low, broad, deep,
smooth, and even, with parallel lines. No

, - wedge shape is. wanted for the block. Next in

importance is a thick, even covefing of the
right kind ‘of ‘meat®in the parts that’give the
high-priced cuts. This is  a, very _important
factor in Beef cattle that is.often overlooked.
The ‘high-priced cuts ‘ate. the ribs and loins,
. and On an avérage’ they sell for about three
_times as miuch per:1b.-as other ‘parts. . Good,
broad, well-covered’ backs and ‘ribs: are absol-

f . utely necessary to a‘good carcase:of beef, and

no othef excellencies,: however great, will‘com-’
‘pensate for the lack-of these essentials. - Itis

re.. . necessary. fo-both breed and ‘feed ‘for thick-
&

The. result was
beef:SHorthorn
th of which have

1S ester sheep. ‘and

ow, by )udicious;;setgctioq
proved. types ‘could. be ‘es-
rom that time the. im%rdé;mg;nt

als has’
g

“neds in. these parts,: add mere: thickness and
-substance ‘here. are’ not<all. Animals that are
* Soft and-patchy, or hard and. rolled on the back
are stiréd to give .defective, and ‘gbjectionable

- cartases, even:though’ they ‘are thick; and they
also cut'up Wwith correspondingly greater waste.
Then, in-addition: to; seeing the.general’ beef ;
form:and make up, together with good: backs,
‘Tibs;and’loins, there is a certain quality, char-
acter, style afid “finish:that constitite am im-
portantfactor inidetermining . the ' valte of
beef cattle. One of the, first indications of this

: 1is to ‘be -found inctheé skin ‘and coat. A good

feeding ‘animal-should -haveid: ‘soft,’ mellow '

" touch, ahd-a fine'but thick and heavy coat, A
~harsh, -unyielding “skin ‘is’ an indication of a
sluggish circulation, and low digestive powers.
The character and. finish exemplified” by a .
clear, profninent, yet placid cye, ‘clean-cut fea-
‘tures, fine horn and cléan, firm bone, all go
to indicate’ gaod?és,diﬁ&’quality, and a capacity
to take-on.:a finish of the highest excellence,
and; cotisequently, to "command ~top - prices.
Cross boned; rough ‘animals are ‘almost invari-

- ably slow feeders, and hard to finish properly.
- ably slo : rop

Above aj} it. is. necessary to. have vigor .and

e -constitution.. We find evidences of these in a

wide forehead, a. prominent brisket; broad

. chest; U1l head; girth, and general'robust ap-

at ~pearance;. and without them the other excel-

n . lence wil

ice will not have. its, highest significance.”

. “L'wish go:call attention by way of empha-

. Sis_to the necessity of having the right “kind
gf cattle to ensure a profit. {There isnot'a very

SRS e e e

barrel like,.spring well‘out of it andwith little-
space. between them and: the-hip-bones;-which *

great difference in the rate of gain or the num-
« ber of Ibs. of increase in weight from a given
quantity of feed that will be made by a repre-
sentative of the best beef breeds and a genuine
scrub, Jersey. or Holstein steer. This is a fact
that practical_breeders and improvers of live
stock were slow to accept at first. In fact, they
did not accept it until it was repeatedly demon-
strated, and some will not concede it yet; but

the. evidence 'is constantly accumulating, and .

it is useless to ignore the facts, Take, as an
illustration, two steers fed at the Iowa Experi-
mental Station; one is a Jersey and the other
.a Hereford.  While they were in the feed lot
the Jersey made a gain.of 2 1b. a day for nine
months, and the Hereford 2.03 for fourteen
months. There was practically no difference
in the rate and cost of gain. But, the interest-
ing’ part of the comparison came later. The
Jersey took on flesh rapidly, and was exceed-
ingly neat and well finished, and was as good
as it is possible to make a Jersey steer. Yet,
when he went to market he had to sell for $2.-
T2:1-2 cents per 100 1bs. bélow the top quota-
tions, while the Hereford went 10 cents per
100 1b. above the top prices for any other cat-
tle on the market. ll-)3ut you may say that this
was: partly prejudice, and I used to think so,
but since I have followed the cattle through
the feed lot and to market and on to the block
and carefuly ascertained all the facts for sev-
ceral years, T have changed my mihd. I will
show. you where the difference was in those
two steers. The Jersey belongs to a breed that
has been developed for centuries for the specific
purpose of making butter—that is putting the
produce” of its feed into the milk pail. They
are rough, angular and bony, and when you
fatten them, as You can do, they do not put
.the fat into the tissues of high-priced cuts of
steaks and roasts on their backs. This Jersey
steer;’had 190 Ib. of what is termed Ioose or
internal tallew, and 55 Ib. of suet on.a 763 1b.
carcase; that is’ 32.1 per cent of that steer’s
carcase was tallow. Tallow was at that time
worth 4 cents a Ib., while the best loin cuts
were worth 19 cents wholesale, And besides
that, t‘h1§ steer only dressed 57.5 per cent of
beef, while the Hereford dressed 67.5 per cent.
Then-the Hereford only had 95 1b. of tallow
and 38 Ib. of suet on an 888 Ib. carcase—
equivalent to 15 per cent. And besides the
sgnkmg difference in percentage of meat in
high-priced cuts; the meat of -the Jersey was
very much inferior to that of the Hereford.
The Jersey steer went on accumulating fat
around his paunch and internal organs to the
extent of nearlyone-third of his body weight,
while lie had not enough meat_on his back o
decently cover his bones. There is reason why
rough cattle do not sell. When a steer is put
into the feed lot to fatten it is all right to
know ‘whether he is makin

the beef type.and has not the characteristices
of ‘a' beef animai bred into him he will - fall

A he mark. Feed alone does not make
the high- selling product.
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POINTS ON POULTRY

. Provide plenty of shade for your stock dur-
ing the summer months.

Place the water fountain in a cool, seclude.
spot, and replenish the supply .twice daily.

A few grains of permanganate of potas
placed in the water will act most beneficiail
on the healtl_l o_f the stock, for it purifies ar
keeps the-drinking fountain sweet and clear

Use plenty of disinfectants. Insect pes -
are. specially vigorous during the hot weathe:
and need all the repressive measures that can
possibly be taken to keep them in check, other-
wise they take a considerable time to get rid of.

Never feed on inferior or damaged foods
because they are obtainable at a_ cheap figure.
If you want good results from your stock, feed
on;the best, it is'really the cheapest it the long
run.  This applies equally to fowls,: pigeons,
cage birds, or dogs; they are nome of them
equal to the task of converting bad food into
good. eggs, flesh, or stamina.

It will often be noticed that after the first
feather growth on a chicken, they appear to
flag, which’is merely the rest that the system
is; called upon to undertake after the severe ef-
fort -of throwing out the first plumage, and
need not. be taken as an indicafion of disease.
However, a little more stimulating food at this
period will assist materially in aiding the
youngsters to recoup their strength.

Many poultry fanciers. are not acquainted
with the fact that if an egg is sat on overnight
and removed the next day, the germ succumbs
and the egg becomes rotten. This is often put
down to infertility. 4

O
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WINGLESS CHICKEN EVOLVED

e

Chicken wings will disappear ‘from bills of
fare when the newr wingless chicken, raiscs
by Mr. W. A. Bertram, of Illinois,” hecame
common, says Science Siftings. He has found
that .wings decrease the value of chickens in
cities and towns by making their confinement
in yards more difficult. ‘He conceived the idea
of crossing common ‘breeds with Wyandottes
and the barred Rocks, whose wings are smaller
in proportion to their weight than. those of
other chickens. . After several seasons he has
produced a fowl which hds only a few pin-
feathers where Nature meant witigs to be, and
which cannot jump a fence higher than. two
feet." It will be easier,- Mr. Bertram says, to
fatten chickens -which - do not. reduce their
weight by. the exertion of flying. This will
compensate, by putting more flesh on drum-
sticks.and wishbones, for the ultimate atrophy
and disappearancq of the wings. ; X
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