LTHOUGH throughout the wide world
at present there is scarcely a military
force under arms;, the battalions of
the nations and- their commanders
are in a greater or less degree always
ready for active service. A study of

the leaders of some of these forces is .not with-
out interest. In Great Britain there are such
conspicuous figures as Kitchener, French, Lyt-
tleton and a host of others fresh from the fields
of war. In Germany the Emperor himself and
Count von Moltke are recognized for dash and
skill in military matters, while in ‘the United
States there are still such veterans in service as
Lieut.-General MacArthur and Chief of Staff
General James Franklin Bell.

Major-General Sir John Denton Pinkstone
French, as Inspector-General, is one of the
three big men ‘of the British army today; the
others are General Sir Neville Gerald Lyttleton,
Chief of Staff, and, of course, Kitchener of
Khartoum, who commands the forces in India.
Of the three French is the “baby” in years; the
hero of Khartoum tops him by two and his
Chief of Staff by four years.

French was. trained in the cavalry., He was
recognized by his associates as a good cavalry
leader years before his country ever heard much
of him; and he probably would have languished
in some low grade and without fame had not
war fortunately come along and given him his
chance to make good in the eyes of the public
and gain official distinction and.advancement.
In war he was extremely popular with the rank
and file, and his soldiers fought about as much
for Hrench as they did for the government, so
great was their devotion to their leader.

French has a record of picturesque deeds
personally performed in the Boer country One
of his war stunts was his escape from Lady-
smith on the last train that left that town before
it was beleaguered.  He undertook the task of
carrying to safety -a batch of exceedingly im-
portant papers and documents. These he se-
creted in a crevice in the compartment of the
car he occupied, crawled under the seat, and
in these cramped quarters traveled to safety uh-
der a veritable hail of ‘Boer bullets, many .of
which splintered the woodwork: of the car and
bored the upholstery of ‘the seat below which
French lay. Because of his fighting ability, he
was the idol of the British- public during the
war, and his strategy so won the admiration of
Dewet that he pronounced French the'only gen-
eral on the' British side’of the'bloody comtro-
versy. . e e R R ¥

. "When'he was a youth"Frenach'longed to:take

orders, and on Sundays he would put a night-

shirt over his best duds, and in this makeshift
clerical’ garb “preach”: to'his congregations of
playmates. Even when he was along in his
’teens French still desired to go with the
. Church, but his father was a naval-officer; he

" planned for his boy to follow in his footsteps,
and the youngster became & naval cadet, serv-
ing several years afloat. This experience turned
French’s thoughts from the Church; but while
it resolved him to follow a fighting careér it cul-
tivated in him no love for thé sea, and, as a re-
sult, French got himself transferred to the
army. = He had been holding his commission

but a short time when he had the compliment

paid him by his colonel of being the smartest
young officer the colonel had ever ¢ome across.
Years later—in fact, ‘only a short time before
the outbreak of the Boer war—French had been
recommended for retirement because his lack
of respect for army tradition and red tape had
caused his superiors untold annoyance. He be-
came Inspector-General of the British army
when the Duke of Cambridge vacated the now
obsolete post of Commander-in-Chief and its
duties - were divided between Lyttleton and
French.

Lyttleton had smelled powder, and been in-
strumental in the making of the odor,-in both
hemispheres, and he has been a fighting man
for over forty years. He aided in putting down
the Fenian raid in Canada, and.for his work

then received a. prized Souvenir or two; He:

fought valiantly at Tel-el-Kebir, Khartoum and
other noted battles in' Egypt and the ‘Soudan.
He was in at the death of the Boer struggle for
independence, and in his time he has held im-
portant posts in India and Ireland, being Com-
mander-in-Chief in the island. Were he.to
wear all his medals and other decbrations won
on the field of battle and through distinguished
service in time of peace, his breast would look
like that of the traditional comic opera general-
issimo.

A brilliant strategist, a strict disciplinarian
and the antithesis of French in-his attitude to-
wards the rank and file, Lyttleton is warmth it-
self when he 'is placed in contrast with Kit-
chener. Still, no other general on the ‘active
list of the British army today can boast of a
more loyal command from rank and file up
through subalterns to his own Chief of‘Staff.
One reason is that his men long ago found in
him a real fighting man; another is that also a
long while ago they learned that Kitehener al-
ways strives to give a square deal even to the
humblest Tommy Atkins under him. There is,
for example, the anecdote of Kitchener and the
sleeping sentry in South Africa. The ordinary
commander would have had the derelict posted

. up for court-martial forthwith. ' Kitchener, in-
stead, found out that the lad, before being sta-
tioned as a picket, had been on duty for twenty-
four hours straight running, and the soldier
who got into trouble with the hero of Khar-
tottm was not the lad but the officer who had
displayed so little judgment-as to assign an
utterly fagged out man to picket duty.
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Full as Kitchener’s career is of stirring
chapters, his most thrilling. experiences befell
him' when he was spying for two years in the
strongholds of Mahdism. This chapter of his
career began shortly after he became a major
in the Egyptian army in 1882, and Kitchener
volunteered for the task of finding out whether
or not the reports that had reached the British
of the phenomenal spread of Mahdism were
true or otherwise. Disguising himself as-an
Arab, he went ‘calmly among the followers. of
the false prophet, in the very heart of the re-
gion. hypnotized: by the Mahdi. - What ‘wotild

have happened to him had his disguise ‘been .

penettated he beheld one day in the death tor-
tures meted outto a captured spy. . But with un-
shakable ‘determination Kitchener kept at his
volunteer task; though .after: he had witnessed
the cruel death of the unfortunate spy he always
had ‘handy a bottle of the guickest acting of all
poisons. ' s -
Of-“course every moment of the-two yedrs
that'he spent tracking the Mahdi was filled with
the greatest danger, yet from his ventute he
returned to European garb ‘with ‘but one: mis-
hap,:and that a scalp wound, the result. of a.

brick ‘thrown at .the “bloomin’ heathen” by a*

British soldier.. - ok
As' commdnder: of the army-in India® Kit-

chener is” having’ things prefty, mich "his own
: % Arth
Empire, and. 10" longer ‘the British .. public - ., .1t
wakes ' up:0” morningstolearn that the. Viceroy. .
e i’el“:at'lr'it ire

way, in"‘that great dependency of +the Britis

and® the ‘cammander  of the  armw: :

again,” as-was the case-whenCurzen kept-Kit+

chener company east of Suez, -~ S
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ers now, in-active -servic

downright real fighting, as.
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when. a.mere boy, as he:
was ‘only-a slim, delicat
tha

given to the world, have much sub
stantial interest, but they do not ap-
pear to place him high among lertet-

“writets, writes John'O’London” in~

T. P’s Weekly. ‘“‘Authors,” wrote
Lowell to a lady, “can’t write letters. - At best
they squeeze out an essay now and then, bury-.

ing every natural sprout in a dry gnd dreary .

‘sand-flood;’ as umlike as possible’ to" the de-
lightful freshets with which your heart over=
flows the paper.” It may. be said .that this
was gallantry, not criticism, But to a m'ﬂe
correspondent Lowell wrote in eéven more em-
phatic terms: ‘“The habits of ‘authorship”are.
fatal to that careless unconsciousness 'that is
the life of a letter.” There is, at least, as:much

to be said against this theory as for it. Author

ship was anything but fatal to good letter
writing in Cowper, Lamb, and Gray; but it
seems to ‘have gone far toiextinguish the nifnor:
accomplishment. in' Johnson, - C%)
G (LA

tailure of the.last-named trio. a¥ Tetters
"The ant of Burns ‘wassone. -his -emof

he wrote well only from a heartboiling

love,, pattiotism, or conviviality.". When' he:

turned from the poketic expression:of his in=

tenser feelings'to put his ordinaty 'self into"
epistolary prose; he'did more thasdismount -
.from Pegasus; he'sank kiiee:deep in ‘dullness;

This i how_the author. of “The. Jolly. Beg-
gars”: excuses himself to-a young tady for de
laying to'Send her a balladu -~ *-»' =02 0

- ¥Im vain Remorse rears her horrent trest,

dr Aallher snakes; beneath the deadly-
eye -atid: laden “hand’ of: Indolence " the:

¢ is charmed into;the torpor of ‘the
the-chink of .2 ruined wall% . < -+ e

The ballad was better than that.

The tiresomeness of Coleridge’s letters is
not surprising if the secret of letter-writing be,
as is often said, to talk with the pen—imply-
ing that you must be a good talker to write a
good letter. Coleridge’s talk was magnificent,
but it was preaching: Johnson could most
likely have written his letters  with genuine
ease, but_for his dread of their getting into
print. Doubtless he bethought him of Pope’s
letters, and Pope’s pranks with them, and

bat, Slunibeting out the rigors-of the:winter:in

shuddered. The practicg of publishing the let- =

ters of deceased persons was then receiving’'a
new impetus; and no man was safe. Arbuth-
not protested that ‘it lent a new terror to
death. ' Johnson, more practical, merely ob-
served (to the regret of posterity), “It has be-
come so much the fashion to publish letters
that I put as'little into ' mine as possible.”
Perhaps he would have put more into them if
he had not seen in Boswell a personfied pos-
tefity at his elbow. By the way, Montaigne,
who had to do his own Boswellizing, declared
that he would have preféerred to have made
private letters the vehicle of his thoughts,
t, less fortunate than Cicero, he had
no Aticus for a correspondent. As it is; Mon-
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Philippines, against the Spaniards and the- Fili-
pino insurrectionists, i+ -

MacArthur lacked abomt:two months of be-
ing. sixteen when Fort Sumter was fired upon.
Nevertheless, he wanted to enlist at once, and
was only dissuaded from doing so by his father’s
promiise: not to‘oppose his turning soldier when
he had.reached his. seventeenth birthday. .In
the meantime he studied .the .tactics' manual,
and so, when he became a member of the 24th
Wisconsin and ofie of its drill masters, he made
a pronounced hit with the rank and file with his
knowledge .of how to execute the drills, and
how to impart it. - Jn fact SO popular was he

. with ‘the men: that they petitioned the Gevernor

Yof .Wisconsin'to make him’ the regiment’s ad-
jutant. LSRR IR T e

.. The petition' .granted, and .the boy armed
_with -a first lieutenant’s -commission, some of
the regiment’s older officers, jealous of his ad-
. vancement .and his popularity with rank and
file, dubbed him a “tin’" 8eldier.. That; how-
ever, was ‘before the,Badgers of the ‘24th re-
ceived their baptism of firg.at Chaplain.Hills, in
Kentucky. In-that clas
posed himself ‘timg

-~ ders, with'the res

" was™over_ his. fighting

"kmowledged: is

“thie her

.

he coming. of
the -fighting=in’

- Manila ten .years ag

- among the.Yankee - dare-devils: whiose "en
. ‘meénts’ with . other g;‘eg%mﬁnts, had. expired; was
.- making-another. reconnaissance; this tiie on

o/

<. Tanil"ankl"in company of four companions, when

serious:wound. of his forty-six.years in the ser-
vice “of his country. This circumstance seems
all the more remarkable when'it is remembered
that. time after time MacArthur had exposed
himself to fire in apparently reckless fashion
while in the performance of duty.

- Chief-of Staff General Jameés Franklin Bell,

who is fifty-six, won his badge of bravery a lit-
tle more than nine years ago, near Porac, in the
Philippines, when “in advarice of his regiment,
he charged seven insurgents with his pistol and
compelled the surrender of the captain and two
privates, under a close fire.from the remaining
insurgents concealed in a bamboo thicket.” So
rutis the official cause of award.
- Arrived in the Philippines’ when the Span-
¢ infds still ‘held “Manila, Bell began to reécon-
noitre. In the course of this work he swam
-out-quite ‘a distance into the bay so that He
mtight find out what the Spanish works looked
like from the rear.” Tn'thie.bay he remairied un-
~til he had matlea minute study of ‘the. works,
““when he'swam and waded back to-térra firma
. andsafety with-knowledge that. was put to good
i use by, 'the army ‘when it attacked and took
) en i ¥ last. August; Almost a
year later ‘Bell,: then colonel of the 36:}th volun-
- teer regiment, which he had .organized from
ee - dare-devils; whose ‘enlist-

¢'/he’ ran dergss: a band ‘of fifty’ insurgents and’
. sent. them tearing heltér-skelfer for the ‘shelter-
oy o AT IR g -‘-‘ .y":‘"‘,.. By A s

*of the waf. ~ At Kaise
wounded,:"but, ia |
>

letters to ourselves.: ., .. st
In everything that concerns letter-writing
_we gre referred back to personal character-and
temperament. * Again . John . Her-'
vousness about the :
sét the indifference ¢
“fo- James ‘Smetha;
wrote .a- private T

six feef 2
ere daintier. . “The
€s’ to-a corréspon-
,on-paper . just what
‘is: over, when you

you-de after the little:

~well, ‘at. any: rate,sthere ‘must be the sty
‘cigar, hind your open J8H¥ heart without fear.of
be ng misunderstood ¥ Wen you. talk. of your-
self, 30 listen, with'#iope, cagérness, for.a. cor-
pondi _,‘g{voice-«i“i' hemselves ;.. .. .. ‘'when

17.» 00 feel ‘that fie ‘Denates” of the Teart
L passin 4r0. between - their
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It wifl "'not "do ;to. ldy
. downl even so specious a law as that he;must
neyerwrite his letters with .an eye to publica-
~tion.- ‘A_man: may- write in this expeefation
without. in the least betraying it—“art summa
‘est- celare -artem’~-and; indeed, it is impos-
‘sible to beligve ‘that many of ‘our fifiest letter-
NTiEers ally alive to the possibility
ing’into 'print. - As for
00¢ f.in a “careless un-
LCORSCIONSHESS O ,: Liowell's - dictum
seems, altogetlier af’ Yet, .oddly enough,
‘this_artlessness: s béen: persistently held up
48 the" secret of ]etﬁ‘.ri-wn'g;g ‘By ‘the.masters
themselves. Cowper, a sane critic, begins one
of his letters with the statement that he has
nothing to say, and then glides into an expo-
sition of ‘his philosophy of letter-writing; how
the wtiter should let his pen run on without
thinking ‘'much about it, like the. tongue in
talking. But this. will * never . explain the
charm of Cowper’s own letters. Sainte-Beuve,
indeed, with his usual acuteness, pointed gut
that in his letters Cowper used astonishing
metaphors, and that he “sustained and pro-
longed strange similes with a slightly punc-
tilious and formal ingenuity.” The truth is
that Cowper wrote letters largely for his own
amusement, and he brought to them literary
intentions only less definite than those which
he fulfilled in his poems. : :

Lowell had the same pretty fancy that the
pen ought to lead the way—the tail wag the
dog. It was the same with Madame Sevigne
—agccording to Madame Sevigne! She tells
her datighter: “I let my pen run on and take.
ifs own way. . . . I commence always with-
out knowing how far I shall go; I know not
whether my letter will be f;tg" ‘or short.”
Here, again, there is room for a not indeli-

.\cate Scepticism, - Madame, we may depend up-
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more than usually worth posting, and that is
all that'need be said. Lowell’s own letters are
a delightful .confutation of his theory; many
of them were clearly written with pains—he
as good-as says so, and the result is orie to
be applauded. He tells a correspondent: “The
longer I live-the more irksome does letter-
writing become to me.” If Lowell was con-
scious of the fatigues of - letter-writing, he
must have been conscious of its joys too. And
why should it have®been otherwise? . Why
need a practiced writer lay aside the. literary
devices he has mastered when he undertakes

to amuse: a friend by post? At the most he -

need only modify them to the minor purpose.
Did Edward FitzGerald smerely let his pen
“run.on” when he wrote as follows to Frederic
Tennyson ?— \

“You know my way of life so well that T
need not describe it to you, as‘it has unders
gone no change since'I saw you. : I. read of
mornings; the same old books over and over
again, having no command of niew ones; walk
with my. great black dog of an afternoon, and

at evening sit with open window, up'to which

China roses climb, with my pipe, while:the
“blackbirds. and thrushes begin to rustle bed-
wards in the garden, and the nightingale to
have the neighborhood to herself. - We have
had such a spring ‘(bating the last ten days)
‘as - would  have  satisfied even you with
warmth. ' And' such: verdurel” White clouds
moving over' the new fledged tops of oak
trees, and acres of grass striving with butter-
cups. - How old to tell of, how new to see!” .

~ “Come,” he says in anothér finely wrought
letter to the same friénd, “I have got more
than two 7deas into this sheet; but I don’t
know if you won’t dislike 'them worse than
mere nothing” - What are these but the pleas-
ing cares of authershiv? . :

The letter-writing art is one with that mys-
tery of the “Familiar Style” on the difficulties
of which Hazlitt wrote so well. - “Nothing re-
quires more precision, and, if I may say so,
more purity of expression; . . . it is not to
take the first word that offers, but the best
word in comnion use; it is not to throw words
together in any combinations we please, but
to follow and avail ourselves of the true idiom
of the language.” These are the literary con-
ditions of good letter-writing, ‘and the literary
man, in so far as he is a master of the familiar
style, is the best letter-writer. :
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EXERCISE FOR SLEEPLESSNESS

. In Health Culture, Dr,"W. Latson men-
tions certain bed exergises to those suffering

from insomnia Here is one: Lying flat on the®

back, raise the’ arms and extend them on a
level with the body., straight out beyond the
head. Now simply take a full breath and
stretch, easily and comfortably, as “though
trying to make the entire body. longer. After
a few ‘moments of . gentle stretching, let the
breath out and relax the muscles. gFliis ‘may
be done three or four times. i S0
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. titioner must be proficient.

part to the fact that his predecessor was unfor
tunate enough to be kicked and badly injurec
at the annual manoeuvres of the army. Vg,
Moltke, at the time, was the Chief of Staff's 5.
sistant, and when his superior was. injured hqa
carried out the manoeuvres so satisfactorily f,
his Emperor that the latter'gave him the coy.
;ti,d promotion, Some of the Count’s enemjes
a

¢ been unkind enough to whisper behing \..

hands that von Moltke’s great stature—le
nearly seven feet in his stockings—has playe(
an important part in his latter day career, apq
they base this statement on their Emperors
well known predilection for men of great heighy,
These same enemies declare that von Moltke,
for the life of him, couldn’t plan a successfyj
campaign. However that may be, it is a fact
that twice the Count implored Wilhelm not 1,
name him as Chief of Staff, since he himsels
felt he was not the right man fér the highly re.
sponsible position. But the Emperor persist.
ed, laughingly remarking that the nephew had
too much of the modesty for which his famouys
uncle was noted. Count Helmuth is, indeed, 3
most' modest man, as the foreign officers who
have met him at the Gérman army manoeuvres
can testify.

As head of the Imperial military cabinet of
the Kaiser, Gen. Count Hurlsen von Hassler
would play an important role should hostilities
break out tomorrow between his country and
another of the great powers. Now three years
past man’s allotted span, the old fellow still
has a lot of fight left in him, despite the fact
that the Franco-Prussian war robbed him of
two. ribs and robust health at the same time,
Since those stirring days the Count has been
deformed and gets about with the aid of a sil-
ver brace.

It was von Haseler who had the honor of
penning up and capturing Louis Napoleon. It
is e who lives like an ascetic, that he may ever
be in shape to take the field at a moment’s no-
tice. It is he who has the reputation of being
the army’s hardest worker and its strictest dis-
ciplinarian. And he it is who has not hesitated
to. stop a soldier in a crowded city street and
make him remove his shoes and socks that his
general may see if his feet are in the cleanly
condition prescribed for them-in the army regu-
lations, He’s somewhat of a tartar, is old Gen-
eral von Haseler; and in his pictures he looks
strikingly like the famous von Moltke. .

~Oku; Oyama, Yamagata, Terauchi, Kuroki
—+these are some:of the. Japanese warriors who
wvould-come to-the front again ‘were their coun-
try to be so unfortunate:as to-engage in war
sometime within the next few months. And
-on:the Russian side the names of 4 lot of gen-
erals who took. part in the conflict with Japan
would again be on the world’s lips. Today-the
Czar himself is ‘the actual as well as the: nom-
inal head of the Russian army; and in"the role
of Commander-in-Chief of an army he prbbably
‘makes the poorest showing of any of his fel-
low-rulers similarly ‘placed; even ' Francis
Joseph, with his weight of years, appearing to
better advantage as head of the ‘Austria-Hun-
gary forces. R =

In Gen. Henri de Lacroix the French army
has a supreije commander who took part in the
campaign of Rome and in the war with Ger-
many, when he saw his only fighting, being
then a sab-leutenant. Gen. Saletta, Chief of
Staff of the Italian army, and with rank next
to that of his King, distinguished himself in
several battles when the kingdom was being
~_formed, and the halo of those old exploits is

still kept above his brow by the Italian nation.
—John S. Harwood in Toronto Globe.
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‘PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE

Professor A. Macalister, Professor 6f Anat-
omy at Cambridge, distributed the prizes in
cornection with the  Medical” Faculty of
King’s College (University of Liondon), in the
Great Hall of the college. ‘His address con-
sisted of a review of the progress of medical
science during the last fifty years, and of the
far-reaching effects of the development of the
Darwinian theory of evolution. In medicine,
as-well as in surgery, he said, we were half
a century ago hardly more than emerging
from mediaevalism. The medical curriculum
had developed year by year, and was simply
a.development of the process of ' evolution.
Anatomy, instead of being the one dominant
subject of study, had to take its place as one
of the five sciences in which the medical prac-
There "was no
other profession in which fundamental know-
ledge of so many sciences was necessary. No
matter how many degrees or diplomas they
might obtain, they could never cease to be
medical students.  His advice to the student
was to see that the foundations of his techni-
cal knowledge were sound, otherwise there
would inevitably be weakness  in ' the super-
structure, Novone man could hope to master
the whole of the sciences, or to come to know
one.science as it ought to' be known. Indeed,
‘in the one science he had been teaching for
the last 48 years it seemed to him that he was
only now beginning to.learn the depth of his
ignorance. Students were perhaps a little too
much spoon-fed by their teachers, and were
allowed to take things for granted without
working them out for themselves. The con-
sequence was that the Kknowledge acquired
made only a transient impression on the mem-
‘ory. ' A course of five years’ study seemed 2
long one to look forward to, but evéry moment
of it was valuable if the student hoped to suc-
ceed in his. profession,
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