. .affect

- and being an out-and-out pauper there
{8 a great difference, yet London sup-
One in every
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as there is no model of socialistic govern-
ment in existence by which its success or
failure can be judged. The nearest ap-
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BRIDGING SEYMOUR NARROWS.

ton,” on the subject of bridging Say
mour Narrows.

discussion.

obtained " on the spot. Marcus Smith

who had charge of the exploratory sur-
veys, for the C. P. ‘R. on | this, coast,
though. he makes reference to the great
¢xpense of such an undertaking, pub-
lished' no estimate in his reports. Mr.
us with a
communicatiof on the same subject, but
owing to lack of space it is 'he),dvo'ver
until another issue, when we shall have

C. H. Lugrin_also favors

occasion to refer to it.
__‘._.__—0—-—-—-——— 3 2

LONDON’S POOR. i3

There are 1,300,000 persons 4n TLon-
don who' receive 21 shillings a week
\ or less in wages, and every fourth
These 'are
figures taken from Jack London’s
book, “The People ‘of the Abyss”
commentary on
the results of fifty years of free
It must be borne: in mind
is 21
shillings and “less,” amd the author
reckons five persons to an ordinary
He makes 21 shillings equiv-
is how he
Here is the
lare essential ‘for ‘keeping  the body
' alive, while there is nothing left ‘for

Londoner is a pauper.

It is ~a mournful
trade.

-that the wage i‘eterred to

family.
alent to $5.25, and this
apportions it for food.

: clothing or other expenses:

Vegetables
Coal P

Canada, United King-

casmsm—

An important communication appears
4n another column 'signed ‘‘Homer Hil-

As this is a live topic
at the present time, the appearance of
the: letter: in question is timely, and
will add something substantial to the
It is the first time, so far
_as our knowledge goes,; that. an esti-
mate of ‘the cost has ever been pub-
" lighed and, certainly, the. first estimate’
By a professional man, made from, data

proaech of the true type, as we under-
stand it, are the #ribal organizations
which exist among/many native races.

In other words, civilization in its long
and tortuous course through the ages in
lifting humanity through a series of
scales from the position of cave dwellers,
lands us back as the, highest ideal to be
reached in the simple mode of ;living m
which it found us. ®ocialism - pre-
mises, however, ‘a very great change,
which is internal and innate, and not
external and ornate only. We leave the
first stage ‘animalg, wits instinets a little
above the brute creation which we had
just learned to subjugate in order to
serve our purpgoses, and we come- back
to it angels. We left it on a long jour-
ney, in extremely slow and short grada-
.| tions, around the world in cycles of time
—with gt the outset but the ambitions
of fleshy appetite and fleshy comfort to
- | fulfil; and we return having been trans-
formed in spirit and intellect, ethereal-
‘ized, spiritualized and made anew, We
have the same bodies, the same passions,
the same fleshy instinets, but we have
learned how to eurb them, how to live,
with all faculties cultivated to their fu'lest
capacity, and a highly cultivated sense of
the consideration due-to others in order
that all may bide in peace, prosperity
and perféct happiness. Geué’rations of
men have come and ‘gone, have been
sacrificed in gaining the experience and
the wisdom necessary ‘to make such a
supreme’ existence on earth possible.
This is the teaching, the ‘goal of . true
and ideal ‘Christian secialism. Anything
‘short of that is but an effort to break
bonds, real or.imaginary, without an in-
telliggnt appreciation of the purpose of
attaining™freedom. How many -every-
qu‘ sqcidligts, how many of any one,
would know how to emjoy and how to
put to - use this liberty when - secured?
How many socialists who profess nomi-
nal adherence to the gospel of .socialism,
are true ‘to the spirit of its teachings?
How many are imbued with its true aims
and actuated 'by its unselfish ambi-
tions ? -

Socialists are very much like the ma-
jority of “professing *Christians in that
respect, we fear.  Christianity is' the
most perfect theory of living that has
ever been devised. Its aims are the
purest, its methods the simplest, and its
mandates the easiest to obey, and }et
how many professing’ Christians follow
eéven approximately the injunctions con-
tained: in the 'Sermon ion the Mount?
Premise'a world made of true Christians
and you ‘have a condition of things n
which thére are no wrongs to right, no
grievances to -redress,  no problems to
solve. In fact, so long as the tenets of
Christianity are in existence and rec-
ognized there is no need for socialism.
All the world, the nations, the commun-
‘| ity, the individual, have to do_is to obey
the Golden Rule, and suddenly ‘as - if
{ by magic the evils, of ulife will vanish.

-~ |gave to humanity His simple creed, are

T

But this ig not the whole of the pic-
ture that is painted, nor the worst of

« it.’ ‘Mr. London ‘says—and his figures
are taken from official returns—that
1,800,000 people in London live' on the
poverty line and below it, and another
1,000,000 - live with: one ‘week’s - wages"
between them and pauperism. ‘In all
England and Wales, 18 péer cent. of the

‘ whole population are driven to the
‘i parish for relief, and in London, ac-
~ cording to ‘the ‘statistics of the London
county council, 21 per cent. are driven
Between
being  driven to the parish for relief

to the - parish = for - relfef.

ports 123,000. paupers.
* four in London 'dies on public charity.

* while’ 939 of ‘every 1,000:in the United
8,000,000

simply struggle on the ragged “edge of
. gtarvation, and 20,000,000 more are not
_ comfortable in the simple and, clear

Kingdom die in poverty;

sense of the word.” d

Remarking upon this ghastly record

_ the Toronto Mail and Empire says that
‘one .can understand the ‘terror of the
‘poor at the free traders’ threat-of in-

creaged cost of food should proteétion
- But to & man’ whose | opoly, and all the evils of the' present

be adopted.

- bread is bought by the half loaf, whose
‘butter is bought by the penny worth
and whose coal is bought by the bas-
ket, it should matter little if all these
> - ot
°  commodities were afvanced even. 10
The man:who buys a small
loaf of bread when bread is 9c a large
. loaf pays Ac, and he pays no more
The
_man who buys coal by the scuttle is
probably paying at/the rate of $15 a
ton, so what does it matter. to him
whether the dealer pays $4.50 or $5?
The fact is'that the great masses of
the people ot._Epgland appear to be 80 | 1g
sodden with poverty that no conceiv-
~able change could be for the worse.
The only thing they have to fear is a
continuance of the present state of

per cent.

_ when bread is advanced to 10c.

PLEESAP S
s

affairs. 0 “

: SOCIALISiVI AND CHRISTIANITY.
v e

. The tenets of socialism are very beau-
titul. They contemplate an ideal exist-
‘ence in which the social conditions which
liying shall be ' made’ uniform.

All men and womep will be workers,

equal in’ importance and dignity; all
social distinctions will be abolished and
. all special privileges; 'every: man will

" receive the full benefit of the product of

the labor which he performs; all public

';ﬁtiﬂﬁe&. -such as telephones, telegraphs,

‘railways and tram lines, water and light
. _systems, will be owned in common, and
© all pay alike for and reap alike from the
. benefits; all the staple industries will be
- condueted so' that every laborer will take

R ]

~ out. g,shai'g of the product in proportion
%o what he put in in labor. Government
r would

on such assumed principles
e very simple; but what form it would

take we can only speculate regarding,

=4

we still so far from the.ideals He estab-
lished in His’three years of evangelism?
The answer is the answer to socialism,
and all “isms” that man has promul-
gated. ‘ )

The socialist has, in: his calculations

amelioration of the ills-of humanity, en-
tirely overlopked the factor of human‘in-
stinet itself. He has eliminated from the
ope’rations of his scheme the very thing
that has set at naught the best laid plans
of mice and men since the world began.
Unless you regeperate "the heart, and
make ‘the man anew, if tomorrow social-
ism were realized, immediately the self-
ish instinets of the race would set to
work to.destroy the fabric. Systems.
codes, enactments, theories, all' depend
,{ upon the individual unit- to co-gperate
with them in spirit- to make success.
Laws are only operative when they rep-
sent the wish of the majority to see thefn
enforced, and the nation or community
as a whole binds itself to be bound by
them.  So soon as you set up socialism,
of which the principle of collectivism 'is
the main prop, so soon does insubordin-
ation, selfishness, indolence, ignorance
set to. work to break it down. You abol-
ish the yoke of private ownership,.mon-

gystem to be substituted by the tyranny
of the mass, in which individuality, the
stimulus of success, the spirit of inven-
tion and discovery, and the hope of re-
ward are crushed out. Men are moved
in and out like machines, and you reduee
the whole community to a monotonous
dead level of uniformity, inert and slug-
gish, Human _instinets would at once
revolt againsi.it as opposed -to. nature
and nature’s ways, and we should wit-
ness a revolution and an evolution on
old lines. One of the first observéd in-
stinets of the child is to own something,
to have possession of something which
exclusively its, and to prevent
others from its use., You might as well
try to turn back the hands of the elock
of time as to recodstruct society on a
basis, against which  the infant in
arms is intuitively in rebellion.

The teachings of Christ present this
basic difference to the teachingsy of so-
cialism—that is, political and state so-
cialism—in -that they recognize the hu-
man instinct, which we must believe
God himself planted in man. They rec-
ognize private rights and the rights of
others.” We “are' commanded ‘to render
unto Caesar the things which are Caes-
ar’s. They contemplate not the setting
up of a hard and fast, rigid and mechani-
cal, system .of political rule in-which
every man’s duties are carved out for
him like so many bits of meat at
table; and everything is ‘arranged for
him with mathematical precision of the
squares in a garden,but the building up of
the individual character so that in. time
the whole mass may be leavened. There
ig Toom for the individudl genius, to
which is attached moral responsibility.
Man is essentlally-a free agent, free to
make and unmake his own destiny. The

1.

in .the . 2000- yeaps sinte Christ |

having’in view the complete and perfect

hed

path is laid down wherein/man may by
the exercise of the Christian virtues be
truly-good,  happy and prosperous, or he
may-take the other or any path and ac-
cept the reward of his deeds at the‘end
of ‘his-journey. -There is g rule of con-
duet, which if followed, leads-to a high
goal of.individual and national existence.
The fatge of individuals and of peoples
who have persistently and permanently
viglated it is illustrated.all through the
pages of history. Do unto others as you
would have _ others do  umto you.
Love your neighbor- as -yeurself, means
that you must not only ‘have ‘considera-
tion for his feelings,. and.respect for his
person, -But that' you must-respect his
property and all that is honestly his.
There would be no monopolies or trusts
or dangerous combines -or tyrannica!
government if Christian teaching were
carried out in its-spirit. The’ socialist
mendce is simply the punishment intend-
ed for'the present system haying over-
reached itself in the greedy pursuit of in-
dividuals for more than” their share.
Break it down and it will reassert itself
again. Perhaps'if religion were nearer
the original type and were less conven-
tional and dogmatic this would be a
much better world; but in any event
there is nothing to hope for from setting
up-;another system, which if it should
succeed in its entirety, is ‘opposed ‘in its
structural organization to the cheTished
and ineradi¢cable instincts of humanity as
manifested from all time past. y

CHAMBERLAIN AND BALFOUR.

The triumphant return of Mr. Cham-
berlain, and the Champerlainite candi-
dates -for Birmingham, is the one pleas-
ing -feature of ;the -British elections to
date. His success is not less surprising
than the utter defeat of Mr. Balfour. 1t
means that.for the present at least the
stoek of one has gone up and that of the
‘oth.e.r gone down. This proves that the
Britigh are still a sporty people, and that
when a man takes a decided stand,
fights fair and hits hard they like him.
Chdmberlain is a man. who personally
has few personaf friends, and is by no
means the ordinary type of Englishman.
judged by the best known characteristiés.

n the other hand, Balfour is a most
lovable type of man, combining the’edn-
cational attainments of the man of leis-
ure, the abilities of the statesman, and
the love of *healthful outdoor recreation.
He has shown himself, howerer, to lack
decision in a great vital issue, and to
persist in .office coptrary to the evident
‘t‘emper of the electors. . He has not

played the game” as a Briton under-
stands it and~ Britons have expressed
their opinion of him.

_Chamberlain, on the other hand, re-
signed from office wlhen the government
was still strong and started a-campaign
which he kunew was, for the present;
.hopglesg. {To advocate any form of pro-
tection in Great Britain, but in England
more  particularly, ‘was like' tempting
the gods to'destroy him. But he braved
the political divinities, -and Ajax-like de-
fied their lightning. The Britisher-dear-
1y loves ‘a fighter. It recalls even yet
the memory of bulldogs ' like Drake.
whose ‘traditions have made the Empire.
What has happened?  Balfour, who, for
political reasons would not join his late
¢olleague, whose views he privately fav-
ored and stayed. in. office, was defeated
as leader by the people,. while Chamber-
kiqlgq Jnfinitely, less likablp san, Jas
& oW1 o 5. Whege (ghe e act:

s alone had the opportunity of endors-
ing him without reference to other com-
plications, was victorionsly sustained.
__The results in° Birmingham are highly
significant ‘and can only be interpreted
fn one ‘way, ‘namely, that Mr. Chamber-
lain is the true, leader of the Unionist
party, and that the eelings of the coun-
try in general are not opposed to his
programme, as a superficial consideration
of the results of the elections would
suggest. Balfour -was the recognized
leader of his ‘party, and the electors
could not endorse Chamberlain’s policy
without endorsing Balfour at the same
time, ' In’ Birmingham where Chamber-
lain and Balfotur ‘was tire issue the true
voice of the people was heard. The
résult there is the mest hopeful political
sign in Great Britain-today.

But wé must also be fair to Mr. Bal-
four. . He was premier of Great Britain
and Jeader of a great party. To have
adppted: the policy of Mr. ‘Chamberlain
for which the country was wholly un-
prepared, would have been to bring
about_defeat at.a time when it would
have ,been highly = detrimental to the
country.. By Tremaining .in office ‘at a
pritical period and completing the fore-
ign. relations with the other nations and
greatly strengthened the positien of the
Emgxre. Mr. Balfour did magnificent
service for his country, and has suffered
political martyrdom 4as a consequence.
When the people have settled down 10 a
calm consideration of all the eircum-
stances they will yet do hi justice.
The British, people . are characterist-
ically stupid, hard to convince and slow
to forgive or forget, but at the bottom
they are fair. It is highly improbable
that Mr. Balfour will ever be premier
again; but” he will yet occupy his true
place_in the estimation of the people as
an enlightened statesman. °

THE EFFECTS OF FORESTS.

The réeent forestry econvention held at
Ottawa’in which the Governor-general
and the prime minister took such a;keen
interest, has for that:reason, if .for no
other. attracted  wide attention through-
out Canada, and ‘we may naturally ex-
pect ~to- see good resulte flow from it.
It has taken a long time to impress the
world,” and especially the people of
North America, with the great. import-
ance of. protecting and increasing the
forest resources of the continent. <A vast
amount of waste has occurred as a con-
sequence, ‘and a great opportunity has
been lost .in mot keeping up the ‘timber
supply, as it originally was, which would
have been possible if steps had been
taken -from the very first. This is par-
ticularly true of the United States; but
it is not too late for Canada to com-
mence, while it still has exitensive forest
reserves. Mnch -attention is being paid
to the subject by the United States gov-
ernment, and the several Canadian gov-
ernments are almost sure-to follow-the
example. ? .
portance - ‘of preserving the forests for
reasons ‘other -fhan the 1mere purpose
of ‘maintaining a supply of merchantable
timber. . 'The physical  effeet. on econ-
omic conditions is vastly more important
and far reaching. Mr. E. Stewart, Do-
minion superintendent, of forestry, in a
paper read before the foresty convention
in question, referred'in very stong terms
to this. After giving the statistics of the
land under control of the Dominion, the
Lresult of an estimate, he said:

“The greater. part of .the timber is
growing on land unsuited to agriculture,
either from its high altitudes or high
latitudes.” 1 i

“Deunnde, for instance, the eastern slope
of the Rocky Mountains of its forest
growth, and as sure as result follows
ecause, yon will destroy the great rivers
that have their sources there. You will
destroy the North and South Saskatche-
wan, the Athabasca and the Peace Riv-

ers, and-you will make a desert of our

new we@ter_n provinces. The Ottawa and
Gatineaun rivers ;would be ruined by de-
stroying the forests at their sources,
The removal of the sub-Arctic forest
would make the winters of  Alberta and
Saskatchewan unbearable. :

The same subject has been dealt
with in Forestry and Irrigation for No-
vember by the Rev. Dr. Edward Everett
Hale, ‘who writes in behalf of foreat
reserves in ‘the eastern United States.
He points out the far-reaching influences
of forest destruction, hig conclusions be-
ing wholly in accord with those of Mr.
Stewart, already referred to. In fact,
they affect the whole of the nation. He
says: :

“The farthest state on the Pacific is
injured if the Pennsylvamia railropd be-
tween Philadelphia and Pittsburg is in-
jured; the man whe wears a flannel shirt
in“Montana is injured when the woollen
manufacturer of Lawrence .or Holyoke
is injured. Take that special instance:
the water power of the city of Holyoke
is said to be the second water power in
the United States. The water power of
‘Niagara comes first and the next power
among those developed is the power ‘at
Holyoke. . Is it not absurd to say that
the preservation of that water: power
should be left to the legislation of the
state of New Hampshire, to which the
town of Holyoke does not belong? The
water which drives the mills at Holyoke
comes from 'the forests of New Hamp-
shire: of ‘Massachusetts, and of . Ver-
mont. The paper “and other fabrics
which ars. made ‘at Holyoke go over the
world. Ag 1 said, the ranchmam in
Montana feels an‘injury in Holyoke, and
the nation in whieh that ranchman be-
longs, one might say, owes a debt ‘to
Holyoke. Speaking simply, the whole
matter of water-flow 'is'a national and
not a 'local affair.”

“HAIL ‘BRITISH COLUMBIAL”
AR, :

The Toronto News, under the':above
heading, discussing the probable outcome
of development in western Canada as
affecting, respectively, the status of thie
provinces, thinks the question—as to
whether Ontario, for instance, may some
day be obliged to"surrender its ‘leading
position in Confederation to one of the
western provinces, is rather sentimental
than practically important. It asks’the
gestions whether, after all it is "very
important that Ontario, so long as it is
prosperous  should be overstepped by
some other province in size wealth aqd
population. We are all ‘Canadians, it
remarks, and the ~ prosperity one
i)rovince is the prosperity of the whole.
n

There should be no jealousy
among, provinces on that score. The
only difference it wotil@ make to British
Columbia is the political importance
which’ such a ‘standing would ~give it:
For many years this province has seri-
ously suffered from lack of representa-
tion in proportion to its-extent and re-
sources and contributions to the Domin-
ion, and from the political ,preponder-
ance of Bastern Canada. We have to
recognize the fact that power in _poli-
tics exists in the numbers that can be
controlled, and so long as-human nature
is as itds men will continue to exercise,
even if unconsciously, that-power 1n their
own interests or the interests of the sec-
tion or party which they represent. We
should appeal in-vain to the maritime
proyinces, Quebeé or“Ontario to give up
the representation which they have in
tlie Dominion goverament, or the contro}
of the high offices. belonging to the Su-
préeme eourt benelf or/'the’ railway com-
‘missions ‘or other‘natipnal posts, until
we have members enotgh in the House
of Commons to ‘bick np,our uest.
We shall knock Ui ain, we Afear, at
the sportals of 'thé? Pominion for Tecog:
nition of our: in Tespect to the
claims swe have it forward, until sach
time as numbers eamsbé used as a club:

the News.

this we are in perfect accord with |.

he should tum his attention toOt-
tawa. L7 el ;

CLIMBED DOWN.

Scottish-American,

It was an Ottawa girl of whom ‘the
story is told that she refused to marry a
most devoted lover, who was known among
the commercial gentlemen as a fr spend-
er, untll he had amassed a fortune of
$1,000. _After some expostulation “he ac-
cepted the decree’'and went fo work. About
three months after the avaricious young
lady,’ meeting her lover, asked—*“Well,
Charley, how are you getting along?’ *Oh,
very: well,  indeed,” - Charley returned,
cheerfullyy “I’ve saved seventeen dollars.”
The young lady blushed, and looked down
at the toes of her boots, and stabbed .the
inoffensive earth with the point of her
parasol, “I think,” she said, faintly—*l
think, Charley, that's about’ near enough.”

e e,

BUTTER CHURN.

Butter Is Separated Quickly and With
Ease. i

~ % gt

The process of making butter in a hand
churn. is a tedious operation, but with an
apparatus like the one shown here the
process can be accomplished quickly and
with ease. A Kansas farmer is the in-
ventor, and a glance at the plcture will
be sufficient to convey the basis of the
idea. The body of the churn has a cover
supporting a movable. frame, to which
the operating mechanism is secured. The
mechanism consists of a gear wheel form-
ed integral with an axle and shaft, which
extend dpwn into the body:-of the churn

I
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to within an inch of the bottom. Mount-
ed rigidly on the shaft are horizental:cross-.
‘bars, carrying the vertical paddles or dash-
erss Supported by the frame secured to
the cover s a vertical gear wheel, which
meshes with the horizontal gear wheel,
the former being operated by a handle. Af-
ter the ecream has been piaced in the churn
the handle ‘is ‘moved from right to left,
which imparts motion to the gear -wheels,
the latter rotating the paddles. By -mov-
ing the handle back and: forth through an
are comprising one-half of .a circle, a re-
ciprocating motion is constantly imparted
to the paddies, this motion cauging a great-
er agitation of the cream than would be
caused 'if the paddles were given a contin-
nous rotary motion. The globules are more
completely broken and ‘the ‘butter.separated
quickly and with ease. )

.
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Yever's Y-Z (Wise Head) Disinfectant
Soap Powder is betterthan other powders,
88 it is both soap and disinfectant. 24

_Ancient powers, ‘ﬁlge".aadegxt*l‘ights, or
gmcient - privileges ‘of - any kind, are
toathe to be parted with. Therefore, the)
importance ‘which: our rapid growth ‘de-
notes is that in time matters of which
we now complain will be the sooner ad-
justed, and the causes which stand in the
way of perfect accord between East and
West' will be the ssooner removed. It is
gratifying tq’ note that:the Toronto
Vews. in thid connection, looks to the
Pacific province to oecupy-the principal
place of honor in the federal arena, as
hearken: . p

“I¢'there is any ome'province that bids
fair to rival” Ontarie in population and
wealth it is British Columbia. Its posi-
tion. between the-wheat fields and ranch-
ing lands of - Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and  Alberta, én the one side, and the
Pacific: ocean on the other, is one ot
extraordinary advangtage. So far only its
southern fringe has felt .the Jimpalse of
railway construction. ~But it will not be
long before there are two more railways
crossing the province farther north, and
alsp branches and feeders running north
and south. Then ave may look out for
the developmentof mines, timber and
agricultural lands of great value.

“British Columbia is also the province
that will receive the first advantage
from: the growth of the Pacific and Ori-
ental trade. It is generally expected that
the result of Japanese influence will be
seen in the development of the great
provinees of ‘China.- The population of
that country is so large that a very small
inecrease in the -consumption  of foreign
goods by each individual. will mean a
large inerease in the aggregate.  The
coast cities of the United States are
looking forward with eagerness to the
growth of ' Asiatic trade, and there is
no reason why ‘a large share should not
fall to- the coasi cities of British, Co-
lumbia. This will mean prosperity. for
the proyince -and:prosperity for jall
Canada.”

o
"

The ciirrent issue of the British
Columbia Mining 'Record  contains a
complete review of the mining of the
province ‘f@f the year 1905. A good
deal of the mafter is ‘similar-to that
which appeared in the spegial edition
of the Nelson Daily News, Mr. E
Jacobs, ‘the editor,” having supplied it
for both. There are important addi-
tions, -however, and a careful revi-
sion.. The estimate of the output of
minerals for the year is -placed at
$21,203,000, which 'is, we have every
reason to believe, under  rather than
over the mark. This number will' be
valuable to keep for referemnce on -all
phases of mlmng' for the year just
closed.

L
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That Mr. Smfith Curtis intends to
re-enter politics at an early date is
avident- from the fact that he has
addressed a meeting of  miners at
Ymir and is sendjng out a verbatim
report of the same in poster form.
In his address . Curtis attacks the
government in
language. “Graft,” “corporate influ-
ence” and domination by the C.P.R.
are the crimes which are.laid at -its
door. The document in gquestion. is
much: too long to examine in. detail.
As a specimen statement by which: to
judge of the value of the whole, it is
alleged that “already the C. P. R has
taken nearly 20,000,000 acres of Brit-
fsh Columbia lands.” The - land
grants given - to . the Columbia &
Kootenay, the Columbia & Western
and ‘the British Columbia Southern
amount in all ‘to about 8,000,000 acres.
Only 200,000 acres of this was given to
the C. P. R. The rest of it was ac-
quired by the company -after it had
beén granted to other companiés. We
would suggest that if Mr. Curtis wants
a -suitable text for-a sermon on graft

Lta)&s strongest possible |

A HUMORIST'S PLEA FOR SERI-
{ OUS. READING. - ;.-

-Litern}-y Digest.

“Why do we read?’ asks Mr. Jerome K
Jerome, the well known English humorist;
and he goes on to express regretfully: the
belief that a goodly proportion of mode!
reading  is prompted Dby a desite met ‘to
think. He cites the case of & friend of
his, a rather voracious reader, of whom he
asked, “How many hours per annum d&o
you reckon you waste' reading rubbish?”’
Here iy the answer: “I get through. I
suppose, two- and 2 half hours’ reading a
day. . History, of which I am fond, an ocC-
casional taste of poetry, and say half a
dozen navels a vyear. that are worth the
reading, account for perhaps the odd irty
minutes. For the other two hours 1/have
to fall back on the rubbish.” ‘When Mr.
Jerome remarked virtuously that the result
was, “roughly speaking, a month of wak-
ing hours a year® wasted out of a-short and
uncertain existence,”” his  friend replied,
““When you don’t want to think, you light
a pipe. /1 open a book. It comes to the
same thing.” This attitude toward read-
ing, laments Mr. Jerome, Is very ‘largely
typical. ‘‘Our ancestors brewed themselves
the howl of punch; we subscribe to the cirt
culating library.’! Although Mr. Jerome's
paper, which appears In The Woman's
Home Companion (Fanuary) Ppegins in his
usnal whimsical manner, it develops into
an earnest plea for serious .reading’ and
setious writing. - To quote further:

_ “Books have become the. -modern nar-
catie, China has adopted the opium habit
for -want- of fietion. When China obtains
each week her ‘Great Novel of the Cen-
tury,” her, ‘Most Thrilling Story 'of the
Year,’ her ‘Best Selling Book of the Sea-
son,” the opium den will be no more need-
ed. As in the case of my friend previous-
ly referred to,-,a man addicted to novel
reading is not as a rule much of a smoker

Donf Get Sick lf You
Can Help It!

as prevention Is always better
than Cure., but if you get laid up
remember that for the sick room
the best appliances and the high-
est quality of medicines are the
cheapest in the long run. By deal-
ing at Bowes! Drug Store, You
run no risk of Substitution, -and
get first quality all the time.

Cyrus H. Bowes
98 Government Street
Near Yates Street

A Lady in London, Eng., Writes for Eight Bottles of
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Cucumber

“] brought several bottles ho me with me and would very much like to
enew the quantity’’

PIONEER DRUG STORE, 52 JOHNSON

LOOK OUT FOR THE ELECTRIC SIGN.

Cream

(25¢c. a dottle.)

A soap which does the hard work
-~ for you and costs less than any
really reliable soaps

ROSS
LAUNDRY BAR

. 6 Bars

for 25c¢

Dixi H: Ross & Co.

Independent Grocers

Where You Get Good Things to Eat

or drinker. This may be the better for
his body, but about his mind I am not so
sure.

“The young girl forbiddem_ the saloon
and cafe muddles her brain with books in-
stead of with drink. From the twenty to
fifty new novels a year that she reads it
is doubtful if she 'obtains a single new

»| idea, a single thought worth remembering.

She reads not to think, but to save herself
the trouble of thinking. The book that
could give her any real knowledge of life
would not perhaps be found on shelves of
the circulating library. She reads, one af-
ter another, a monotonous procession of
love stories, where-impossible young men
with nothing else to do in life make im-
possible loye to impossibly perfect young
women,"’ ¥

Our forébears, says Mr. Jerome, read not
to avoid the trouble of thinking, but rather
to enjoy the pleasure of thinking. In ‘this
cennection we read: %

“The ,Elizabethan , dramatists démanded
that their audiences should think . with
them. We tolerate Shakespeare today only
on condition that the poetry shall be hid-
den as much as possible behind the scenery.
The play, ‘Everyman,” for instance, was
not the type of entertainment a business
man would seek in order to forget his trou-
bles. ." . . It is a curious development of
later times, this demand of literature that
she shall be a crooning nurge,swhose busi-
ness it ig*to rock us to sleep:l . . . . «

“In Russia today, where life is still a

.serioys matter, not yet all mogey-making

and money-spending, the author is still re-
garded as the preacher, the leader; his
works are criticized, not because of their
phraseology,  but ‘because of the thought
they contnfn, the help they give to men
a?d“fw.omen faced with the flerce. problem
o et

Literature, Mr. Jerome claims, is essen-
tially an appeal to the intellect, not to the

We are very ‘apt to overlook the im-
emotions. Hence booKs, *‘to be of any
use, any enjoyment even,’”” must demand
thought. He states‘that of all the books
of Stevenson’s that he has read and -en-
joyed, “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” is the
only one that lingers with him. Of them
all, it'is the ome that ‘‘made me to think
‘furiously,’” as the French would say.” Ac~
cording to Mr. Jerome, the author as well
as the reader is a sufferer under present
conditions, He- say! :

y8:

““What I fear is that with .the illions
}ouv' t6-the reading world; who he-
fore sought thel amusenent elsewhere, the
real book will be swamped. At present
the most that an author can do is to write
nine books that.the public is 7villing to
read, in the hope. that as a reward hig
publishers will allow him to write gne hat
he wants to weite, and that a few hun-
dreds here'and there may enjoy reading.
The very young man and woman do, T be-
lieve, read to think. They stand on the
thresheld ‘of . life, the road -stretches In
front of ‘them unknown and. mysterious.
They seize¢ upon books in the hope of learn-
ing something to satisfy = theéir - natural
curlosity. It is-unfortunate that the great
mass of printed matter is only going to
mislead them—give
ideas. ... .,

“For thig is the true work of literature
—that it shall hold a mirror up to Nature
—that 1t shall show us life, the hidden
emotions, the hidden passions. Literature,
if it is golug to be ‘of any use at all' to
future generations, will have to be taken
more- seriously. The canting talk about
‘art for art's sake’ will hive to be forgot-
ten: = An. author exercises too much in-
fluencé upon his readers, especially upon
his youthful readers, to be able to shirk
responsibility. You might as well talk
abont ‘patent medicine for patent medl-
cine’s sake.’, A book either does good or
it does harm. You cannot diverce  liter-
afire from life. A man or woman who
talks alone and in y
in ‘their tems of thousands is mot entifled
to say to himself, ‘I take no resgonslbmty
for thege thoughts I am whispering into
your ear.’” \ ¥

Mr. Jerome concludes with the plea that
“oeeasionally we should be allowed to read
and. write the book that is neither a
‘spellbinder’ nor ‘“‘a soothing syrup,’ but.
merely a serious contribution to human
thought.””
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A FARMERS’ EXCHANGE.

_ Sir—Having noticed in the local columns
of your valuable paper frequent references
to the proposed organization of a farmers’
exchange, which, to use the mildest terms,
are very misleading and inaccurate, permit
me to explain the object of the proposed
exchange, the means by which we hope
to accomplish it, and the progress that has
been made. :
_ Some of the items referred to stated that
the object was to do away. with the middle-
man’s. profit, and that the capital was
already subscribed, neither of which is
correct, as we do mot propose to do a re-
tail business, and have not started to sell
gshares up to the" present time. The real
object’is to organize an exchange to handle
in’ a wholesale way all kinds of local
grown frujts and farm produce.
Naturally - the first . question that
fruit grower and farmer will ask is, Can
you secure -sufficient business to justify
the enterprise? * i
Let us look-into the fruit business. We
find some 60 or 70 fruit growers formed in-
to an assoeiation called The Victoria Fruit
Growers’ Association and Exchange, Ltd.
The combined production of small fruits
alone: will reach, approximately, 150 tons
per annum, besides some six or seven car-
loads ,of plums, prunes, pears, and apples,
which- are shipped to the Northwest, and,
gay, five carloads sold on the 1local
market. -« Most. of this fruit -is handled
at the present time by a comnission house.
#nd tosts the members of the aforesald
Fruit Growers’ Association from 10 to 13
per cent.,. with absolutely no Theck on
sales, or auditimg of the accounts. If we
turn ‘to farm preduce, we find that prices
are always depressed until it passes out of
the hands of the farmer to wealthy dealers
or the speculator, who, through the want
of organization on the part of the farmers,
is able to exact .a double profit, first’ from
the farmer, by depressing prices below the
cost of production, and again by charging
the consumer an inflated. price.
. Qur object, then, Js to bring these two
classes of people, the ‘fruit grower andifar-
mer, together to get them to see that their
juterests ate identical, Our frult season

them - utterly false|
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—AND ALL—
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—SEND FOR—
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E. G. PRIORY}

AND CO., LTD.

'AGR;‘CUL':URAL IMPLEMENTS §

123, GOMERNMENT ST,

; £ W YICTORIAT 10 9615
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- TheSprottShaw.
,BUSINESS

VANCOUVER, ‘B. C.’
336 HASTINGS ST, ‘w.

Offers. a Choice of 2 to 4 Positions

To every ‘graduate. -Students always ln
_Gi'eat Demand.

Commercial, Pitman and Gregg. Short-
hand, Telegraphy, Typewriting (on the six
standard/ makes of machines), and Lan-
guages, taught Dby competent specialists,
R. J. SPROTT, B. A:, Principal- .,

H. A. SCRIVEN, B. A, Vice-Principal.
L. M. ROBERTS, Gregg Shorthand.
H. C. SKINNER. Pitman Shorthand

commences -in June and ends in ©October.
Suppose the fruit growers start' an ex-
change for: handling fruit alone; they
would have nothing to sell six months - in
the year. But if we include farm produce,
we have something to sell all the year
round, and an increased volume of busi-
ness that will materially reduce the cost
of handling.

A good deal of the produce: grown on
the lower Fraser Valley finds its way into
the Vietoria market. There Is glmost all
the produce of the islands and North and
South Saani¢h, with Sooke and. the BE. &
N.: rallway besides. T elleve ‘there is
plenty of business available, and that there
are only two ways of gecuring it; first,
by increasing the ‘capital of the Victoria
Fruait Growers’ Association and HExchange,
Ltd., and having the mame charged to in-
clude farmers; or, secondly, by starting an
independent exchange.

A committee of four were appointed by
the Farmers’ Institute to. wait on the
¥ruit Growers’ Assoclation to discuss the
matter with them. We have written to the
secretary, Mr. Grant, and asked the presi-
dnet, Mr. Brydon, to call % meeting to
jiscuss the matter, but neither of those
gentlemen seems to  think the - subject
worth —considering. However, I think the
members of the Fruit Growers’ Association
will have something to say about that at
the annual meeting. For even these gen-
tlemen with all their wisdom cannotiblock
a discussion of the subject longer than
that.

A. E. GALE,

Pres. Vie. District Farmers’ Institute.
Sl———
POULTRY ‘AND LIVESTOCK

Fuik SALE—Quiet, fresh calved
cow. 100 Moss street:

family
jal6

FOR SALE—Family cow, fresh calved,

and very quiet.  Apply 240 Simcoe street.
ja20

FOR SALE—Four geod oxen used for log-

ging. Moore & Whittington Lumber Co.,

Pleasant street. Phone B1108. ja20

FOR SALE—I have some fine Brown Leg-
horn cockerels for sale, fit t6 win any-
where, from $1 up. Hodgson, Galiano
Island, B. C. jaz1

FOR SALE—2 rezistered COWS,
Quick Bros., Royal Oaks.

ja21
WANTED—TO PURCHASE

Jersey

WANTED-—15 to 23 acres good land, clear-
ed or uncleared, any settled . locality.
Particulars to Box 457 this office.  jaZl

FOR SALE—MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE—Seed wheat; yield this year

over 50 -bushels per acre; $40 per ton
H. Ruckle, Beave# Point, B. C. ja3

. (From Friday's Dail
" Makes Over Hotel.—T
hotel on the corner of Doug
morant street has been t
Mrs, 8. Thomas, late o

dnd the Palace hotel, Nanair

’fNew'HOtel at Winnij

eived from Winnipe

ew Q. P. R. hotel

e course of !
eighteen months will shor
sd and the formal openin
for July first. The building i
the most elaborote in the city
gstimated cost is some two n
dollars.

{ Mr. Grahame's Post.—A note
London states - that T. L. Gra
late of Victoria now holds an imp

¢ on the London Daily Mail.
cent number of the Mail contaid
of musical, art and theatrica

i from his pen, while a letd
ived from him last night state
e has been all through Englan
and on special commission

@ Mail, and that he expected
Sent to the continent on assignmen
the same paper. ;

- Comox Improvements.—Accordi
the Cumberland Enterprise, Wm,
M.P,, for Comox-Atlin, intends
fhat ten thousand dollars be plag
the estimstes for a post office,.¢
pouse and telegraph office for O
land. Two thousdnd dollars was
last session for the purpose of
#shing a site. It is expected thaf
fam Henderson, superintendent g
fainion public works for British (
Bia, will visit the city shortly to
from the number of available si
fered.

Yisitors From Manitoba.—Cap|
Melntosh, of Winnipeg, is at t
iminion. Capt. McIntosh was 0
the promoters of the Crofton tov
During the last two and a half
fie has resided at Winnipeg, whe
has conducted a large real estat
fndss, Capt. Mclntosh is accol
fed by a party of 15 traveling
pleasure in a special car and std
@ver at all the various points
terest. They have been taking
ful observations of thé country axn
delighted with the climate as con
od with that of eastern Canada
Capt. McIntosh says it is regard
i(aanltoba people as the Florida of

a,

Patent Medicines.—The Vand
News-Advertiser in its issue of
day says: “The Vancouver Medie
goeiation has turned its attention 4
zegulating of the saledf patent med i
Dr. Fagan, secretary of the Prov
Board of Health, attended a recent
fhg and referred to the alleged

jsoning in Victoria, giving the res

ig analysis of the patent mediei
nistered -on -that. accasion. . Dy
i1l is aldo takifig & ’deép-int

e subject. He is-of opinion thaf]
adian law-makers might well be &
by, ;British precedent in the mattel
points out that in England the s

roprietary medicine is regulated Y
E)ﬂlg act.”

Nanaimo Fruit Growers.—The
ing of the Fruit Growers at Na
was not the success anticipated,
Nanaimo Free Press says: ‘“The
ing of fruit growers called for t
conneil' chambers 'last night 4
materialize as only one or {w
song turned up. Mr. A. C. Wilso
is a member of the Provincial
Growers association was on han
all information relating to the
tages of forming a branch in N
and he says the fruit growers
distriet ‘are not alive to their o
terest when they display so lif
terest idn this subject. It has nd
decided yet whether there yill
other attempt made fo form an
zation or not. It is’for the frui
ers themselves to say.”

;

Died in Mexico.—The despat
Mexico @nnouncing the death d
Fote, resident engineer of th
Cruz railway, is believed to h
docal interest. The Geo. Fot
tioned is thought to be George
brother of Dr. Foote, of this ¢i
who held the position referred
late Mr. Fote was administrator:
of the Mexican railway, and W
of the most prominent and oldg
dents in Mexico. He was a son
late Rey, Dean Foote of Waterfd
land, and a nephew of the lats
Pemberton. He leaves a W
brother and two sisters to mol
loss, the latter being in Londo|
Dr. Foote of Victoria, has not
formed as yet of his brother’s
but from the particulars’ given
despateh mentioned is quite
that his brother is the man Wk
mise is chronicled.

Tells of Western Progress.
Wilson superintendent of the
Columbia (fiirisiou of the C. P.
graphs, spent yesterday in the ci
ing just: concluded a visit td
points. « Mr. Wilson has just
returned from a trip through th
west territories. He reports gre)
gress all through the prairie
New towns are springing uj
where, and whereas two ye|
along the route of the C. P.
were isolated ranches and fary
the whole country contingent to
way. is settled almost along if
route. With the entrance of th
Trunk\Pacific, and tlie Canadiag
ern railways into the westd
along with,. the C. P. R, Mr.
fay8 that railway men estimate
the next ten years the northwg
tories will have a population
one million people.

Mill Operators’ Plans.—The
harmoeny is. said to exist at prg
tween the Coast and Mountaiy
mills,. A meeting of the ]
Mills has recently been held a
and those who attended from 4
stated that the relations betw
lumber makers on the coast an)
1Il_terior were never so satisfa
Will be remembered some time
the Coast Mills to protect th
from the price cutting in the
to Prairie Province points, w4
Pelled to reduce rough lumber ti
at which the Mountain Mills
Sell at a profit. The Coast mil
the price of the higher grade It
%ﬂm the rduction in the rougl

hey could do this with imp
they did not come into serioug
tition ‘with the interior in th
Krades.




