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CHAPTER XXXI.

Mr. Derrington bent over his notes
with some embarrassment. Whatever
Ms opinton was, it was evident that he
would have had some difficulty in ex-
amining Barbara, who sat quletly
waiting. If he could have guessed what
anguish, what an agony of fear and
anxiety throbbed in the girl's heart,
perhaps his hesitation would have

‘ been lessened; but naught of her mis-

ery was visible In the lovely marhle-
like face, and the coroner, who had
®ne danced with Lord Elsdale’s niece
&t a public ball at Stourton, felt very
mervous, and embarrassed as he raised
hts eyes from his notes and looked
@eross at her.

“You were acquainted with the de-
Ceased gentleman, Miss Hatton?” he
began; while Mr. Bryvant, seated near
the corner, wondered if there had been
anything but the merest acquaintance
between this beautiful girl and bhis
dead brother.

Barbara inclined her head In the af-
firmative,

“You met him?” said Mr. Derrington
In a tone of interrogation.

‘T met him here,” Barbara answ ered,
firmly and quiet'y.

*You did not know him before meet-
Ing him at Darley Hall?”

“I did not.”

“Had you ever seen him previous to
that time?”

“Yes, I had seen him.”

“May 1 ask where?"’

“At Stourton. He was acting there.”

“But you had not spoken to him at
that time?”

There was a scarcely perceptible
nesitation bhefore she answered.

“I had spoken to him,” che replied.
I was leaving a house 28 he entered

» and he offered to call my carriage

me. I decliined.”

“Oh, then, all that passed was the
ordinary courtesy of a gentieman to a
ady.”

“That was all.”

“Did you recognize him when vou
€ame to Darley or did he recall the eir-
cumstance to you?”

“1 recoznized him.
him on the stage.”

“Did you see mich of him during
the time he was here, just before his
death?”

Barbara's face quivered faintly.

“A- good deal,” she answered
firmmness.

“How was that?”

“I had rather a prominent part in
the play we were going to act, and he
was the stage manager.”

‘Yes. of course; therez were re-
anrsa}s and so on; but vou would not

alone with him on such ocecasions.
id you
versations with

ever have any private con-
him?”

“Yes,” answered Barbara steadily,
Although her lips were parched and
her heart was throbbing to suffocation.

“On more than one occasion?”

“On more than one occasion.”

; "Did the conversation relate to the
Play?”
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I had a'sy seen

with

" There can be no more terrible ordeal
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than to be obliged to answer certain
questions in regard to her private illg,
even when thoge questions are asked
by her family physician, and many

-

_ //é E 4@;/4;'”:

continue to suffer rather than to submit
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emale disease.
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Heve?” the ecoroner sald, glancing
round the roem. ‘“But I have his de-
position here. He says half an hour.
Was it longer?””

“I do not know.”

- “You changed your dress without as-
sistance?”’

“Yes. My maid was not in the room
and I did not wait to summon her.”

“Half an hour is not a long space of
time in which to arrange an elaborate
tollet, I supposge?”

“I generally require more than dou-
ble that period,” sald Barbara, with a
little assumntion of her old haughty,
manner, which seemed al-

watched her keenly.

“Then it is almost an impossibility
that you should have been in the
grounds hefore golng up to change

{ your dress?” said the coroner, with a

“It did not.” |

“Can you tell me to what it related?
You must pardon the apparent intrus-
iveness of the question, Miss Hat'on, |
but my duty is imperative.”

‘““He spoke to me on an entirely nri-|
vate matter,” the girl replied, raising!
her eyes frankly to Mr. Derrington’s. |
“It concerned ourselves alone.”

Some of those present exchang:1i
swift, uneasy glances. Lord Elsdale
moved forward hurriedly to Barbara's:
side; but che turned to him at once, |
and with a faint sweet smile made a
little gesture entreating silence, and!
slipped her hand into his.

“Yourselves alone?” questioned Mr.
Derrington, in some embarrassment.
“You must forgive me if I cannot be]
satisfied with that answer, Miss Hat-
ton. I understand, from evidence
by some of the members of ‘he house-
hold, that you were constantly in the|
soclety of Mr. Bryant, and that on one
occasion you were in the grounds with |
him alone.” |

“That is so,” said Barbara, a
gleam of apprehension stealing for the
first time into her ewves.

Is that true?”
“It is quite true.”

him alone.

“That on the very evening bzfore hiz
ai

death he was alone with you for
considerable time in the gallery ealled |
‘my lady’'s corridor.” Is that als) cor-
rect?”

“Quite ceorrect,”” Barbara answered
faintly, the terror which had been
slowly creeping over her increasing.

“Then are we to conclude that
were on rather Intimate terms?”

“No,” Barbara answered, masiering

vou i

her emotion only by a strong effort of |

self-control, ““we were not on intimate
terms, Mr. Derrington; but an un-
lucky chance had put Mr. Walter Bry-

ant in possession of a secret of mine, |

one occasion he

its exposure.”

than
with

and on more
ihreatened me

It was a strange, sudden, daring ad- |

mission, and the girl's lips were color-
less as she uttered the words. All eyes
in the room were fixed upon her at that
supreme moment, some in_curiosity,

some in surprise, a few in compassion; |

but she only saw Lord Elsdale's face
bending over her as he sald something
in a low tone something which
caused Ler lirs to part in a faint sor-
rowful smile her eyes looked up-
ward into his.

“He threatened you?”
Mr. Derrington; while Antony Bryant

as

rose suddenly to his feet with an angry |

flush on his face, brought there by the
sudden knowledge of his dead brother's
unimanliness.

“Yes,” Barbara answered calmly.

“Then you did not wish the secrat
to be known?”’ said Mr. Derrington.

“It was a secret,” the girl repiied,
with another faint smile.

“Which would have harmed
it had teen made public?”’

“Yes,” Barbara answered: then sud-
denly the significance which her hear-
ers would give to her words seemed 19
strike her; she began to tremble ex-|
ceedingly, and she sunk back in her |
chair, staring helplessly at the cor-|
oner’s grave disturbed face, and her
breath coming In quick, hurried
gasps, \

In intense alarm Tord Elsdale bent
over her, while Mrs. Fairfax dre\\‘!
near, but almost immediately the girl|
rallied and sat erect again. [

“Thank you,” those near her heard !
her in faint but steady tones, “I|
am not faint—I need nothing.”

“May I trespass upon yvour attention
for a moment, s8ir?” Lerd Elsdale said
suddenly, addressing the coroner with |
his usual urbane courtesy. “The secret
to which my adopted daughter alludes
is quite a family matter, of no inter-
est to anyone Dbut ourselves, My
daughter feared that. if it were made
public, it would cause me much annoy-
ance, therefore she tried to induce Mr
Walter Bryant to keeyp- silent. Lord |
Cheveley will, T dare say, certify to
the truth of my assertion.”

“There is no need, my lord,” Mr.Der-
rington answered courteously, “I will-!
ingly accept your explanation; still, if
Miss Hatton has sufficiently recovered |
to answer them, there are a few ulhf:l‘i
questions I must trouble her with.”

There was a moment's silenice, then!
Barbara sald, a low ‘tone, but quite
steadily:

if

you

cay

L4

in

“I am at your service, Mr. Derrine-
ton ™ :
He looked across at her with quick
keen eyes; subtle change had
come over her face, which, slight as 1
wasg, gtruck him; she afraid, hel
thouzht of the questions he
was about to put to her.
“Was the Interview
corridor,” the last
Bryant?”
“It<was.”
second’'s

some

was

suddenly,
in

had

‘imy lady’s
you with Mr.
she answered,
hesitation.

“You saw him again, of course?”’

“Oh, yves, 1 saw him during the play |
and after it.” |

“Did you see him
changed his clothes?”

*No.™

“Did vo

“Yean”

‘“You
Keith,

“Yes,
her lips
“went
air.”

“Lord Keith Jeft you there?”

‘“Yes,”” she sald with quivering lips—
the mention of Everard Keith's name |
had touched her to the quick. !

“You did not remain there?”

“No; I went up to my rooms, and
changed the dress I had been wearing,
and came down again.”

‘“What made you
B e :

“The gown I w s wearing was not a
ball dress, ,and I thought I should pre-
fer to to wear one.”

‘“How long altogether were you ab-
sent from the ball-room?”

‘“I—I do not know.” -

without a

after he had

u leave the ballrgom?”
danced, 1 belleve, with Tord .
and then left the ballroom?” |
I felt faint, and we’'—ah, how
quivered over that “we''— |
into the oak hall for fresher |

change

-~

your

T
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“Lord Kelith ls Fot present, I be-

wi

i room, a stillness as of death.
{ Mr. Derrington broke it,

| tators, an expression of surprise
, beared on many faces.

ivint

questioned .

L a

| and his colleagues

! the time

| sort of trunk line.
[ ure
| stronger

| Government

’uslng every influence to induce

slight expression of rellef on his face.

. “But, notwithstanding iis absurdity, I

must put the question to you, Miss

| Hatton. Were you fn the grounds on

the nigzht
death?”
She glanced over at him with a wild,

of the—of Mr. Bryant's

| hunted look in her eyes—a lcok which
. made his next words sound

like an
apology.

“I must ask you,” he said gently,his

, own face pale as he looked at her.

“Yes,” she answered faintly.
There was a sudden stillness in the
When
he appeared
to speak with an effort.

“Did you go to meet the deceasad?”’

“I did not.”

A sigh of relief broke from the spec-
ap-

“Did you hear anything while
were in the grounds?”

“Nothing.”

‘““No volces, no report?”

“Nothing,” she replied, shuddering,
as she remembered the awful still-

you

.., | DESS,
That on another you drove out with !

‘“You are sure?”

“I am certain.”

“How long were you in the grounds,
Miss Hatton?”

“A few minutes, I think.”

“And that you were in the neighbor-

| hood of the sprot where the body was
‘ found we have most vositive proof,”
| sald one of the jurvmen sternly. “Did
you

see anyone there?”
The girl's dazed eyes were turned
upon his face for a moment, then they

anxlious countenance.
“Must I answer?”
“if you please,”
huskily.
“I saw no one,” she said, after an
almost imperceptible pause.
‘“No one?”
“No one.”

she asked.
he replied, a

Her voice was growing weaker; her
faiiing taken.

strength so sorely tried, was
her; she was Leginning to find it dif-
ficult to keep her attention fixed on

trifle

MURDER OF YOUNG
FARMER CHARGED

'Dead Man’s Wife and a Hired
Man Upder Arrest.

BODY EXHUMED BY POLICE

{Vi:cera of Henry Allen of Lang-
i downe Forwarded to Toronto

;: for Analysis.

|

| Brockville, May 3.—The litle village
f’of Lansdowne, a few stations west of
:Brockvllle, on the Grand Trunk Rail-
;way, is in a ferment of excitement
i over what appears on the surface as a
i murder sensation. There has been a
current rumor for some time that the
.late Henry Allen, a comparatively
! young farmer, residing about a quarter
of a mile from Lansdowne, who died

{about five months ago, came to his
death by foul play, and on Sunday it
reached a climax, when an information
{was lodged before H. C. Mulvaugh.
'J.P., to that effect. The county crown
'altorney was at once notified, and the
coroner. Dr. J. M. Shaw, acting under .
instructions, had the body exhumed
' vesterday, and the viscera removed,
| for an analytical examination. The in- !
| formation sworn to against Mrs. Allen.
| wife of the deceased, was that the
‘complainant had just cause and reason
i to suspect that within the period of
flve months Allen came to his death
! by poison unlawfully administered by
his wife. Information was also sworp '
to against one Wm. O’Connor, impli- i
cating him in a similar manner. Con-
' stable Plunkett, of Rockport, arrested
O’Connor, and brought him to Lans-
downe. Later on Mrs. Allen was taken
into custody, and there being no lock-
up in the village, both prisoners were
kept at the Stewart House under the
eye of the constables. Coroner Shaw

i 5 ook redimin ; steps i 3
moved away and rested on the coroner’s then took the prediminary steps in the

; matter of holding an inquest, empanel-
ling a jury, which was informed of the
"action of the crown in having the
. body exhumed. They instructed Dr.
Shaw to proceed to Toronto with the
viscera to have an analysis of its con-
i tents made by the provinelal authori-
ties, and an adjournment was made to
await the result, no evidence being
! In the event of any suspicion
, of poisoning the prisoners will be
brought before the coroner’s inquest

the examination; her power of thought and the investigation proceeded with.

was deserting her; only

seemed to be clear to her—she must came to Leeds County from the
was che had gone to:country about 15 years ago.

not say who it

| meet on that terrible night. The cor-
' oner looked at her with deep compas-
. slon.

one thing | :ilen was a hard-working farmer, who

old
He was
remployed on the farm of David Cope-
!land, and there met his wife, Mar-
garet Rlanche, an orphan girl from

“Miss Hatton,” he said, “it will be' Scotland, who had been adopted inte

wisest to conceal nothing from us.The | the Copeland family.
dress that vou wore that evening has |
betrayed that you were in the grounds | couple rented the Copeland farm

—the edges of the skirts are stained

| with moisture, a bit of the lace trim-
i ming was found on a branch

the
spot
discovered;

in
fmmediate neightorhood of the
where the bedy was

stain as if it had

against the damp ground. The pre-

sumption is that you knelt upon it. |

May I keg of you, for your own sake,
to be perfectly frank with us now.
and to tell us who the person was
whom you met in the shrubbery yon-
der?”’

To be Continued.

WINNIPEG 10 THE BAY

[ore Talk About That Proposed New
Railway Route.

Roblin

are giving much
the Bay
Railway question and a further declar-

Winnipeg, May 2.—Premier

consideration to Hudson's

ation may be expected from the Gov-
ernment in the course of a few days.

This information comes from a
friend of the administration. The
local house may be dissolved about
of the announcement, the
Government playing the Hudson's Bay
Railroad as its trump card.

The surprise card which Mr. Roblin
has up his sleeve is said to be the

! proposed route of the line to {he bay.

At present the
from a point a
westerly border
then north.
This would not give to Manitoba =
single mile of additional railway,
the Dauphin road would serve as a
The politicians fig-
would be a much
have the line run-

projected
few miles
of the

is
the
and

route
from
province

as

it
1o

that
card

out

| ning to the bay alimost due north from

Winnipeg.

In line with this
ment is considering
of adopting a route between Lake
Winnipeg and I.ake Manitoba. The
route would probably lie east of Lake
St. Martin, crossing the Dauphin

view the Govern-
the advisability

i River, which empties into L.ake Win-
'mpeg, at Sturgeon Bay, and. continu-
ing north, cross the Saskatchewan at

Grand Rapids.

By the adoption of this route there
would be a considerable saving in dis-
tance and the Hudson's Bay line

{ broper would run almost directly north
{ and south across the entire provinee,
{ excepting 60

miles between Winni-
preg and the boundary. It would also
be a direct outlet for products from
the American side and, the report

' adds, might Be joined to the J. J. Hin

system.

It is not yet settled whether the
will back Mackenzie &
Mann, as has been the past policy, or
adopt government ownership and op-
eration in its true sense.

Private promoters are sald to be

the

After their mar-
Vears since. the
and
fworked it up to the time of Allen's
! death. They had no children.
| O'Connor, who is the son of anp

riage, some eight
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It was then that the man behind
the gun and the lantern asked:

“Are you a Mason?"

“I am,” replied Mr. Gale, blinking In
the dazzling light, adding with as much
dignity as his recumbent position in
bed would permit:

‘“‘Are you a Mason?”

“I am,” replied the burglar.

‘“What!"” exclaimed Mrs. Gale, her
astonishment overcoming her terror.
“You a Mason and a burglar?”

The unconscious brutality of Mrs.
ale's direct question discomfited the
intruder. Every action betrayed him
a3 a beaten man. 'The superb confi-
dence in his own powers exhibited
when he first entered the room was
gone,.

Fe hung his head. His lips trem-
‘bled. His werds, when they came, were
broken and uttered hesitatingly.

“Yes—Madam. It—is—true.
Mason and a—a"'———

“Come! My money is in my coat
pocket there. Take it and get out,” in-
terrupted Mr. Gale.

I ama

stranger, shaking

| Eseott Township farimer, is an un-

a/ married man of about 32 years of age. I'ﬂs —— "Oﬂ soky. Suey [h(;. r
shawl which vou had worn also bears For two Years previous and up to theithe m(:ne;.\too. 1 want nothing from
becn pressed time of Allen's death he was employed ;& Prother Mason.

on the farm, and his alleged relations
with the female prisoner are thought
. to account for his arrest charged with
| complicity.

! Both prisoners take their arrest cool-
I'y. Tonight Crown Atiorney Brown
i had heard nothing further in the case.
; The deceased suffered from a Iinger-
IMng illness for a year or more prior to
idemh. and his case was said to be an
ailment of the stomach.

BURGLAK QUITS JOB

Discovers Victim Was a Mason and
f Refuses Cash.

1
{

New York, — *“Are
Mason?”

This query, uttered with ail the giad
surprise of a child who has found a.
lost treasure, rang out in the bedroom
of an {imposing three-story brown-
stone house at No. 137 Bainbridge
street, Brooklyn, occupied by George
E. Gale, his wife and two children.

The hour was 5 a.m.

A few moments before, the question-
er, a handsome, well-knit burglar of
an improved Raflles type, had entered
the house at the rear and rather un-
pleasantly had attracted the attention
of Mr. and Mrs. Gale toward himself
with the conventional tools of his trade
—a dark lantern and a revolver.

An interesting conversation between
Mr. Gale. his wife, and the gentleman-
ly intruder, conducted in well-m yduiat-
ed tones, relative to the transfer of
certain properties belonging to the
Gales, had preceded the thrilling mo-
ment at which this narrative opens.
Mr. Gale had just begged to be allowed
to keep a ring he was wearing, because
it a Masonic design and had
greater sentimental than intrinsic
value.

“Let keep it, won't you?”
urged. “It is a Masonic ring.
do you no good.”

May 3. you a

bore

me

he
It can
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Find a child with dimples
and chubby arms and legs
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see onc that needs Scott's
Emulsion. Your doctor will
no doubt tell you the child is
fat-starved—its food is not
nourishing it. >

Nothing helps these thin,
pale children like Scott’s

! spent

I that

“No,” repiled the
ring and

With a Bison Hot Water Furnace in the basement,
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practically self-cleaning.

In most furnaces the water jackets are eonstan(ly
covered with soot and ashes, requiring constant cleaning to
enable the fire to heat the water —a dirty job.

Th.e Bison has more good heating
* points than all other heaters combined.

THE H. R. IVES CO. LIMITED,
MONTREAL.
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But will you give
! me your word as a Master Mason that
neither you nor your wife will get up
until I have been gone from the house
five minutes?”

The pledge was made, and with a
quiet, “I beg your pardon for all the
trouble I have caused you,” the unhid-
den guest was gone.

In telllng the story yesterday, Mrs.
(iale insisted her burglar was a “per-
fect. gentleman.”

The ‘‘gentleman” evidently thought
twice over his good resolution. On his
way out he took silver and ivories to
the value of $150, and exchanged hat
and coat with Mr. Gale.

*“The man came in during tte thun-
der storny,” said Mr. Gale, “and
a most determined sort of a burglar
until I told him I was a Mason. I am.
however, loathe to believe he is a
member of my lodge. He certainly
made a wonderful change of front
when he saw the ring and his ques-
tions and replies were properly made,
according to lodge rules.”

ANTARLTIC EXPEDITION

was

Corsets that hold their shape

1 1 o) { ctvle
Will Seek to Learn Whether Graham and give ease with uly-(?
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Pay what you darc pay for even a custom-
made corset, and your money buys no more than
if a fraction of it bought a D & A corset. Be
your corset demands mever so fastidious, never so
hard to meet fully—the D & A corset will surely
content your body and your purse,—why? you
cannot know ull you look at the corset itself,—

de-

New York, May 3. — Three, if not
four, expeditions are expected to be in
the Antarctic area again within the |
next eighteen months. 'The six expe-
ditions, from Capt. Gerlache, of Bel-
gium, to Dr. Charcot, of France, that
the past few years in the far
south discovered new lands and pene-
trated far inside of one long stretch of
coast, but failed to ascertain whether
thess Jands are all kbound together,
forming a continent.

Capt. Scott made his way up the
gentle ice siope for 300 miles into the
interior of Victoria Land, but was not
able after all to show whether he had
marched into a continental mass
only a large island. Every expedition
is goingz to this field hcpes to
shed light on the question of the south-
ern continent.

The problem is to be attacked on
the American side of the Antarctic by
Lieut. Michael Barne, of the Discovery, j
who is preparing to go to Graham i
Land, about €00 miles south of South
America. Explorers have been up and
down the east and west shores of Gra-
ham Land, and what thev have found
of It is abcut 450 miles long and froin
60 to 100 miles wide, but it widens rap-
idly toward the south; they do not
know yet whather it ig a large island
or a promontory.

If, as some of the students of the
Antarctic problem conjecture, the ex-
tent of land in the south polar regions
is about 8,500,000 square miles, these
lands are about as large as the United

how ? you will krow once you wear this ma
for-you corset. Your best local store can show
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last and greatest problem of geography
to te solved in the twentieth century. |

The statement has, been published
several times recently that no im‘esti—i
gations are now in progress in the;
Antarctic. This is slightly inaccurate.
The Argentine Government just
established a meteorological and mag-
netic station at Wandel Island, far
gouth on the west coast of Graham|
Land. So the Antarctic regons are at
present not entirely deserted by ex-
plorers.
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Wire fencing is now made con-
tinuous rol!ls instead of in

wires

AILSA CRAIG—Can a man, who

Galvanized
has a gravel pit in his bush o

intersections, fed

heretofore.
on his

Government to pledge its credit under Emulsmn,

the guise of public ownership, but
several of their following in the House
have told the Government that $20,-
000,000 is about enough backing for
Mackenzie & Mann.
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For swinging a monkey round his
head by its tall George Brown, a show-
men, was sentenced to 28 days’ impri-
sonment in Liverpool, .
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It contains the
very element of fat they need.
It supplies them with a per-
fect and quickly digested

mul-

sion brings dimples ard

States, including Alaska. Human cur-
fosity will never be satisfied till the
whole extent of the land is laid down
on the maps, and all geographers know
now that for the next twenty years this
fleld will te the scene of the largesti
exploratory activity.

It is strange that the mysterious
south land which long before the dis-
covery of America was marked on the

nte, Oat.

a

maps as Terra Australis, should be the

-

farm, prevent the pathmaster or other

township officer or servant from draw-
ing gravel from his pit if they are
undermining shade trees, and if so,
can he get pald for theose trees.
Answer—The township have power
to pass a bylaw teo take the gravel,
and the compensation to the owner
for the price or damage is to be fixed
by arbitration If not agreed upen by
the township amd the owner.

The In-

reels, are wielded by means of smal

transformers,

PAINS DISAPPEAR BEFORE IT.-Nw
one rnced suffer pain when they 4ave
available Dr. Thomas' Eclectric Ol " It
not in the house when required it can be
procured at the nearest store, as all mer-
chants keep it for sale. Rheumatism and
all bodily pains disappear when it is ap-
plied, and should they at any time return
experience teaches the user of the Oil
bow to deal with them,




