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NORTH CARING FOR NEGROES
OF GREAT MIGRATION

Gradually, as Experience Grows, Col-
ored Labor is Given Responsible
Work

(By Llewellyn Smith)

According to Phil H. Brown, Com-
missioner of Concilliation, United
States Department of Labor, 478,700,
or nearly half a million, Negro mi-
grants forsook their abodes and oc-
cupations and drifted to the teeming
industrial centres of the North dur-
ing the period beginning September
1, 1922 and ending August 31, 1923.

In an analysis of the 478,700 tutal,
¢ommissioner Brown, who is one of
the few colored government officials
at Washington, is careful to point out
that of Negro migrants for the period
noted, Alabama yielded 90,000; Ark-
ansas, 5,000; Florida, 90,000; Georgia,
120,600; Kentucky, 2,600; Louisiana,
15,000; Mississippi, 82,600; North
Carolina, 25,000; OKklahoma, 1,000; S.
Carolina, 25,000; Tennessee, 10,000;
Texas, 2,000; and Virginia, 100,000.

It will be rememwered that during
the period of the war the efodus of
Negro migratory labor approximated
400,000, While some of the men,
with the coming of the winter season,
drifted back South, the bulk of them
remained. A glance at the mush-
room growth of the ‘“black belts” of
Chicago, New York, Pittsburg, Hart-
ford, Detroit, Cleveland, is conclus-
ive proof of thisg) jin spite off the
South’s “shameless wooing of the de-
parting Abyssinians.”

“Not since the Children of Israel
crassed the Red Sea,” said Commis-
sioner Brown, ‘“has the world seen
such a cataclysmic sweep of human
folk from oneu part of the country
to the other.”

Without endeavouring to get ot the
basic causes of the migration, which
are multitudinous, it is measonably
certain that hy coming North the Ne.-
gI_‘O did not leave his problem behind
him, but brought, literally brought a
stranger, fiercer, more complex one,
the solution of which lies in the hands

; of frow:mi»thinking leaders of both

the white and the Negro races.

Housing a Grave Problem
Innumerable problems, such as that
of housing, of finding a job, of adjust-
g himself to hig new environment,

b 1Ust be reckoned with. Agricul-

tural workers for the most part, one
@ readily conceive from a purely
Industria) standpoint, of the problems
that mugt of necessity arise out of

:u“tll&tion where skill and experi-
knce and 2 modicum of technical
oWledge of industry and the life
th—at 1R Qe

syoonymous with it are en-

Offxiii;n i?‘f}‘r‘»’iev? with the writer, an
WAl v "” Washington remarked, “It
S \Sr: j\'(,‘H to help the Negro to
b th;tor»tvlﬂ but you must not for-

¢' You cannot convert a cotton
“aboy . steel worker overnight.”
adiustm; Ul'ﬁ. problem of industrial
i lonent,» there is the larger, more
Taces, ,Y0L~ th relations between the
als gy Odf Second A\(enue radic-
solidar.tcontmuously harping on the
: y of black and white work-

Ingme 2
istg h:v It is said that the Social-
egroe gone so far as to subsidize

Magazine in New York which

——

is doing its utmost to bring white and
black workingmen together. Fortun-
ately. or unfortunately, the magazine
in question, from its lofty messianic
pedestal, is not, and cannot possibly
be read by the Negro working class.
It is too glamorously intellectual, too
obviously and characteristically a re-
hash, without regard to the Negro’s
condition or particular needs, of the
Marxian theories of the scarlet jour-
nals. ~

In other words, while it is conceiv-
able for a Negro poet or scholar, out
of the moaning void, to rise up, and
sound a discordant note in defense
of the spiritual liberties of the black
man, the bulk of the Negro people,
for a long time to come, must re-
sfgn themselves to the soil, to the
accumulation of wealth and proper-
ty and the development of a living
standard approximating that of the
white man. This is an elemental
fact that most Negro leaders are not
willing to face.

With the oncoming of the blacks to
the cities of the North, the need for
work of this nature is becoming more
and more acute. There is one or-
ganization, however, that is bravely
blazing the trail along this line. That
organization is the National Urban
League for Social Service among Ne-
groes.

The Uuban League was founded
twelve years ago by Mrs. William H.
Baldwin, a white woman. Its aim
was to help adjust the Negro migrant
from the South to the conditions con-
fronting him in the North. With a
budget of $2,600 to 'start out with,
its first executive secretary was Mr.
Eugene Kinckle Jomes, a colored
graduate of Virginia Union Univers-
ity, and a former teacher in the high
schools of New York City.

At first the Urban League concern-
ed itself chiefly with finding the new
migrants jobs. It brought to the
attention of Northerr employers the
vast reservoir of Negro labor that
was then coming North. (Nagro
labor was migrating at the rate of
20,000 a year.) All it'asked was ‘“not
alms, but opportunity.” It opened
hitherto closed doors to skilled and
unskilled Negro labor. Gradually its
scope widened. It discovered that
after it had found the migrant a job
it was expected to do something about
finding him a suitable place live and
to furnish advice and counsel with
regard to such basic things as health,
child welfare, thrift, recreation, racial
co-operation, and so on,

(To be concluded)

SAY IT WITH MUSIC

(By The Associated Negro Press)

Kingston, N.C., Jan.—When the or-
chestra in a colored theatre here fell
through the floor the audience refus-
ed to accept it as an excuse for dis-
pensing with music. Piano, traps,
other instruments and their players
piled up in the basement. The piano
fell right side up. The gallery howl-
ed for music with its movies. The
piano player stepped into the breach.
The basement was flooded with rain,
but he donned boots, secured a chair,
and “sailed in.” His first tune was
“Sailing, Sailing, Over the Bounding
Main.”

This Is A Deep One.
“Yes, I've got to hurry. I'm going
down to the bank.”
“Be sure you don’t fall in.”

When in Toronto dine at the

GATEWAY CAFE :

Open Day and Night

403 Queen St.

W. M. DORSEY, Proprieror J. COATES, Manager
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USE GAS :

Modern Gas Ranges from $30.00
$4 Down and $4 a Month

Connections Free

CITY GAS CO. OF LONDON

Commercial Department
213 DUNDAS STREET PHONE 835
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‘ The Charm of a
Well-equipped Kitchen
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The ambition of every bride and every woman of good taste is to ;
surround herself with those things that flatter her discernment and He
wise foresight. In her kitchen there is more evidence than elsewhere i
of a desire to bring into an otherwise drab atmosphere the color e
that helps to brighten and cheer. And so we find in the selecting z
of cooking utensils, women of discretion choose attractive and dis- X
tinctive Enameled Ware. Greater evidence of her good judgment »e
will be found in her choice of :_'
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MClarys

Enameled Cooking. Utensils
as the finest examples of flint-like, glassy surface articles.

So wondrously easy to clean with merely a rub from a damp cloth.
A finish that always stays delightfully fresh looking. A surface that
remains untouched by fruit acids. Altogether something that does
not dim with age nor lose its effectiveness.

For every woman, whose object is to create an atmosphere of charm
amidst the surroundings of a workaday world, we earnestly recom-
mend the purchase of these fine McClary’s Enameled Cooking
Utensils.
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M<Clarys

London, Toronto, Montreal Winnipeg, Vancauver,
St. John, N.B.,, Hamilton, Calgary, Saskatoon, Edmonton
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Subscribe Now for the
“Dawn of Tomorrow”
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