"PHE CHILDREN’S AID SOCIETY
W ITS TASK
(Continued from Issue of Nov. 10.)

The legal machinery deseribed above
B not merely provided in case of some
Possible need. These conditions actually
‘gxist throughout the province, even
within the limits of this town. Perhaps a
Yew statistics may help to bring out the
magnitude of the problem. The Superin-
fendent, Mr. Blois, reports that in 1921,
81 children (were) delivered to theGare
©f the Superinendent under the Act; 41
schildren placed in foster-homes; 4 child-
¥en returfied to parents;, 206 cases
Snvestigated; 1500 interviews with
#eople seeking advice and assistance re-
m children; 500 visits to foster-

* Also,”99 children delivered to
the Chlldren s Aid Societies under the
Act; 65 children placed in fosw-homa

“The number of cases investigated

and the number of interviews hed are

Examination of the books of Mr. Her-
Tert Stairs, agent of the Children’s Aid
Society of King’s County, shows that in
#he calendar year 1921, the Province

; the muni-
«ipality of King’s County paid for board
and clothing of children in temporary
®Momes $1755.27, and for expenses of
“apprehension and detention, and court
dees $87.90; and in part payment of the
‘agent salary (the remainder coming from
4Annapolis and West Hants, Mr. Stairs
Wcting as agent for those counties also)

$500.00. The figures coveﬁng traveling
experises, etc. for the calendar year are
not available, but for the fiscal year
covered by the report of Mr. C. A. Pat-
riquin, Secretary-Treasurer, the expendi-
tures were $370.62. If we may assume
that this last item, covering large-
1y the same period, is practically equiva-
lent to the true figure for the calendar
year, we have for this one county during
the vear 1921, an expense of $3489.35
for the care of neglected-children. The
percapita expense is not very great, but
the total amount would make a very wel-
come addition to the income of the pub-
lic schools. The second item is larger than
that paid by any other municipality, given,
$1755.27 from the municipality, town, or
city for the fiscal year énding September
h, 1921. Even the city of Halifax paid
only $1491.54. Cape Breton County paid
165315, It seems justifiable to bespeak
a thoughtful consideration of the causes
of the conditions which the Children’s
Aid Societies are endeavoring to correct.
In 2 considerable proportion of the
cases @ealt with by the Society, child-
ren have to be cared for because the mo-
- | ther is forced, through death, illness or
orther misfortune of the father, fometimes
bgau.ne deserted by the father, to leave
the home to earn a living. Occasionally
children are left entirely alone in the
world. Society must, of course, always be
prepared to give such children a home,
It is now universally recongnized that a
home with a private family is best. The
services of the Society are often of great
value to mothers, and are very essential
in caring for orphans, These cases, how-
ever, do not often constitute a very dif-
ficult social problem. There are always good
people ready to wicome to their homessuch
children as the two shown here with Mr.
Stairs.
This total does not include payments
for maintenance of delinquent children

sent to reformatory instifutions.

-

“Unfortunately, a large proportion of
the cases are not so promising, Children
bave to be removed from their homes be-
cause of cruelty, filth, degrading moral
eonditions, stc. E.G., one baby wds taken

Phis company of Girl Guides of Trinity
Hall, Halifax has just performed a not-
mble action which attests their talent in
many ways.

The entire company with

by the local Society because the mother
was in the habit of kicking it about the
floor when it crept in her way. Mrs,
Ber| Putnam, agent for the Children’y
Soaety of.New (‘hlgow. in her re.

port for 1921 (Ninth Annual Report, etc.

pngeZS)mvu.unon(omuu,tufol
lowing

“A terrible case of cruelty was repon.-
ed and investigated: .g;y
mother was punishing her Step-childre
a little girl and two little boys, by hold-
ing the tips of their fingers on the hot
stove until they were blistered. The g rl
dnd an older brother told me the story at
school ‘when™I interviewed them, but
when I visited the home the step-mother
denied it pnd called the children in and
asked thém who had burned their fingers.
In evident fear they said they had done
it themselves, So many rumors and such
indignation were abroad among . the
neighbors that she Wassummoned to ap-
pear with the children, She failed fo come
but her husband came without the child-
ren. . The Judge charged: him with a
warning to his' wife and futher investi-
gauonwamadebythel’ruklentj D.
McMillan, but he found, the neighbors
were reticent, evidently unwilling to be
mixed up in the affair. We think she
has been more careful since, however,”
As an example of filth, we may cite
another case from the records ef the
local Sodely. The father of-the family
in_question’ went ‘over wi,h Expedi-
tionary Forges, luving the wife and

children, who receivéd the usual allow-
ance from the government. On his re-

and five | the bpinion of the  Jutige have been or

turn, the man found his family living in
a state that we shall not attempt to des-

cribe, 1t is enfugh to say that no fammier ) ~
would permit his hogs to ‘efidure the
hke

*

e fathés - secured employment in a
lumbercamp, but was discharged be-
cause he had become infested with ver-
min in the "home”’ to whieh ne had re-
turned m the war, Heé Bppealed to the
Society, and four of the children were
taken by M, Stairs The accompanying
picture shows their condition upon arrival
atthe court. The baby was ‘entiely nak-
ed when taken from the house, Otherwise,
this picture accurately represents their
home life. All these children are now

living in good homes, and will become
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attains the age of sixteen years,” was pro- Such. bill should be passed as scon as
posed at the last session, but'not passed.

useful citizens.

It is hardly necessary to argue that
immorality on the part of parents is con-
ductive to juvenile delinquency. = The
Society has frequéntly found it neces-
sary to remove children on this acgount;
and has even had to care for little girls
who have béen assaulted by their own
fathers. The laws déaling with such.cases,
and with seduction and rape, are ade-
quate, but it has repeatedly been found
difficult to secure conviction, ‘“Crimes
against young girls are altogether, too fre-
quent, and the fact'that too many hard-
ened villains have = escaped without
punishment, does not tend to reduce the |,
number of such cases. It is understood
that evidence in-crimes like these is
hard .to obtain, but there should be no
dipositon to spare-thé guilty party.”
(from the Report for 1915 of the Super-
intendent of Neglected Children.for Al-
berta, Mr. A. M. McDonaid)

For the closely related prob‘lem of
illegitimacy, there is’at present no ‘ade’|
quate provision. * An excellent bill, re-
requiring the father 'to pay media!’nd
other expenses of the niother “‘diiring
the three months next X the
birth of the child, at the birth and dur-
ifg such period after the birth as may in

be necessdry in connection’ with, or as a| |
consequence of, the birth of such: ¢hild,” |
“etc., and to contribute” towards the
mainténance of the child until the child
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its juniors in five rehearsals learned the
“Song of Empire” and “Hurrah,
Hurrah ‘Britannia”, with its dramatic
thorus, sowell that after a group of them
sang at the Heraldric Display Ceremonies
wof the College of Arms of Canada at the
Wictoria Art School, they were requested
1o repeat the same in full ranks at the
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