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har!y healthy climate, and capable of yielding- support to a nume-

“rous population ; thus forming an internal means ot defence to

the District, and indeed to- the Province in general, by having a
Militia Force so situated as to be able to assemble at any point of -
defence - cither on the St Lawrence or Ottawa, without fear of a
premature attack from an invading foe :—and with the advantage
of having in their rear a cultivated “Country abounding with sup-
plies; and the features of that Country, to those acquamted with it,
offering strong defensible positions at every league.. '

Should the communication’ across the Country between Three
Rivers and Grenville be carried into effect,.it would be necessary
that lateral Roads should likewise be opened, communicating with
the Towns and Villages.on the St. Lawrence and Ottawa.

Doubtless many Roads might be found already existing between © conveyance was by land,” and consequently any,we had attempg

the Settlementsand the Routedaid : down, which could be render—

“ed passable for any description of vehicle'at a moderate expence. -

» How far'to the north and north west the caltivable land extends, .
it is difficult to' state: precxaely, mformatlon dlﬁered 50. wxdely

the Country, we should be inclined.to believe it ‘did not generally
average more than 15 ‘miles north'of the line we traversed, “vary-
ing accordmg to-the dip of the Mountain Range. <+

Undoubtedly the soil -does become so:extremely. poor -as:the .

" p.‘- DL

" height:of land is approached, as to. preclude the:possibility. of im-

mediate settlement ; nevertheless the probable line where the.
‘cultivable land ‘terminates is not-known, and. the: only means of . -

-ascertaining.this lmportant point”.would: be to'examine  minutely

the "Country: existing between the two ‘Routes explored by the
party, :md bounded ‘east and “west by the St.: Maume and Aux -

Probably all the mformatton desxred- conld be. 1scertamed ‘were

an exploring lxpedition: fitted out- to: ascend :the-River. Ottawa, -

and ;thence: :by 'such"Route as'they. ‘could discover: to: reachi.the
River. aux Lievres;; ‘making frequent Jaterak-excursions north and -

south,ii‘as would-:terd .to. attain:the - objects’ of i- the Expcdmon. .

To accomplish:this purposé it would.be' necessary to devote,"if not .

the- whole, : ceftainly the.greater portion .of :the :summer- to the -

expedition ;.and if a provisional sum was: iplaced at'the: dtsposal of .
such Commtssxoners as-were. appomted to-conduct the -businéss, -
that: they night not feel it. necessary to-restrict: the expedition”to

“time, I am of opinion,”that the whole of ‘the -cultivable parts of

whatis:termed . thc‘bt.,Maunce 'Country, “west ‘o that' River,
' ey:if; equu‘ed

- ‘Besides these advantages,. it:is probable thatithe sources‘of “the |

‘ 1arger Rivers: deschargmg through this District into : ‘the St Law-

‘rence.andOttawa’ would be ‘ascertained 3/ and as it’is reported by
the Indians that the: large. Lakes. giving rise-tos these:Rivers,’ ap-
proxtmale ‘each. other, much ‘uveeful’ mtormatxon relative to.a water
-communication ; between the :two. Rivers: St,"Mauirice “and; “Aux

Lievres at-a point nearer ‘the ciltivible lands than the Route pur- ey

Lsued by.the expedltlon in. 1829, might be dxscovered
- ‘With respect to! ObjCCtS of Natural History, it: must be. évident to

The St. MaurlceAaml OttawauExplormg .Expedttron

V.

the Commxss:oners, that the Dxplorers ‘had not the means of o -

veying any quantlty into_the Settlements. In Mmeralogy ,
fine specimens of graphtte sphene and. saplite and calcareous spar" !
were preserved and Jodged -in the Quebec Society of Natutal Hi
“tory.. The Rocks met withir: sits (with theexception of. the
calcareous spar,) were clueﬂy varieties of sienite, resembhng those
-procured farther northward in: the same ' sttrlct he
Syear. . ..o i ee ) P
-In Botany, the season was too far. advanced to aﬁ'ord the .Oppor
tunity of throwing much light on that mtere,tmg branch of scien
nor were the forest trees.of a varnety to’ reqmre more notice- hemg‘
‘taken of ‘them, than. has already. been done in'the: Journa
‘Entomology we were,likewise -prevented: from . preserving’ spe
mens worthy. the attention of the Naturalist, as the only meang'

to convey to. the Settlements \vould haye been entlrely destroye

account wrth the Commxssroners appon ted for

Postabe of LEttel'a 4t sundry. ttmes,
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. Paid Thomas Cary & Co. per, account
Paid 8. H. Wilcocke, per: account,
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