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soimewhst from our*, published last week 
Quebec Office, $125,WO; North Britieh end Mer­
cantile, $5,000; Pho-nix, $11,500 ; London Assur­
ance Corjioration, $1,200 ; Provincial, $12,200 ; 
Home Insurance Comjiany, $55,000; Western of 
CanaHa, $6,lo0. We are alao informed that the 
low of the above Company will be at least $9,200. 
Liver]-ool, London and Globe, $15,000. The 
same paper says that the fire originated in 
the premises of a Mr. Lortie, linker, and had been 
burning half an hour before the alarm was rung. 
Had the hre brigade received prompt notfi-e they 
could have checked the fire liefura it eonld have 
communicated with the Imildings on the opposite 
aide of Crown street, which is at least 50 fee%ywide. 
The cry for more water was heard from all quart­
ers. "Plie Corporation brigades as well as the 
voluntary firemen, worked well throughout, and 
with ‘great peraistency and determination, but 
their labor was all in vain. It is true a number 
of jets were in use at the same time, which con­
siderably diminished the force of the water. This 
however, ran not now be urged as an excuse, for 
the imj-erfiet, and-next to. useless eoiniition of onr 
tiie system for these purposes, and the sooner the 
City Council tike thjs matter in liand, the better 
for persons enjoyiqg1 real pro]ierty in this City. 
We want for the moment, two |{oud steam fire 
engines, available at a moments notice. Had 
we the use of two such engines, the burning of 
two splendid ships eonld not have occurred.

Scarboro', May 20.—Outbuildings of the widow 
of the late Henry Haines were burnt; loss $750; 
insured in Beaver Mutual in fulL

Wolfe island, May 25.—Bam and contenta of 
Mrs. Craine; low $300; fully insured in Beaver 
Mutual.

Vaughan, May 31.—Outbuildings of William 
h' vlin, with tlu’ii . c nt'-nfn; heen I fct *l,'."n in 
Beaver Mutual.

Cartkright Township, Out., May 30.—House of 
John Bruce was burnt; insured.

Markham, May 28.—House of R. A. Gray burnt; 
insured for $600' iu Beaver.

—Mr. A. McDonald, of the Agricultural Mutual, 
of Londoe, i« now engaged in establishing agen- 
i-iea of the company in the Province of Quebec, 
where the Agricultural already does a consider­
able business. • '.

—The New York Insurance Time* devotes two 
pages to an exposition of the affairs of the Home 
Insurance Company of New Haven. From the 
estimate of its assets and liabilities, given by the 
Time*, it appears that more than half the $1,000,- 
ofiO'of capital is entirely lost. As the Home docs 
business in Canada, this statement is of some in­
terest-on this side the lakes.

MONTREAL FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH.

On 19th January, 1803, the new telegraph 
, w ent into ojs-raSion. At the same time the Fire 

l>e]i«rtmi‘nt vtaa re-organized, the volunteer com- 
’ |énies were disbanded, and the liumlier of paiil 

n'gulars increased. The present force consists of 
thirty men and officers, one hose-maker and as­
sistant. This force iw found adequate to do work 
effectually for a population of 130,000, which 
380 men but imperfectly attempted fur tin* smaller 
community of from 40,000 to 50,000.

Fifty-six telegraph signal stitioua,. each con­
taining a perfect teligraph apparatus working 

• .-atomically, are enclosed in a cast iron case or 
box, to which the police have acjx-ss by a master 
key. The aigtial boxes are connected with a 
Central Office in the City Hall, whence iaane the 
signala to the different tire stations. In the event 
ut a fire the policeman proceeds to the nearest 
signal box, opens the door," pulls a handle, lets 
go. The electro-apparatus instantly works, in­
dicating the number of this box in the Central 
Office by ringing for say, thirty-four ; one, two, 
three ; one, two, three, four—34, or anv other 
number aa the tax may happen to lie. Ÿhe city

being n districts, this signal is instantly roro-

liegins, 
at ns in

munira cd from the Central Office tin the different 
station within the District,1 wliers the fire may 
hapiieitfto bs, or to mon', or to all if necessary. 
In tiiia way.an alarm ia completed in from ten 
to fiftc n seconds. Bat the sei t i« n*l station men 
have t$eir hose reels horsed the iaetint the alarm 

horses living always ill harre-M and men 
By the time the alarm has «truck they 

know the exact spot they are to go to. The 
numbe of idgnal tax stations is nearly the same 
aa tliat of the water works hvdrafcts. One «un 
be font i in every 25u or 300 yardh. A tire can 
scared take pluie in any part of 'the city that 
some lortieu of the Fire l)e{*rtmcut cannot 
reach i i tin* course of two minute* from the mo­
ment « ' alarm. The results of these improve­
ments- -high pressure water supply, regular paid 
fire pol ce, anil fire alarm tdegt*|ih-—has Imtii the 
reducti in of the cost of fire insurance fifty jier 
cent. Plie traîne of saving may ta further coin- 
prehen led 6v the following-item*,: The amount 
of pro icrty- insured in the city qf Montreal is 
over t Ity millions of dollars. Assuming it, 
howev, r, at that amount, the cost of insurance 
at 624 rants p<'r $100 i* $312.500, Ami the 
saving of fifty per cent, is 3156,250 annually. 
It is tl • ojiinion of those who aie well Ale to 
judge hat the lire alarm telegraph ahi^? has 
donole l the value of the water works for fire pur­
poses. And if half three million tVilInrs, the cost 
of tho: r works, be set off fur this Iwrtivular ser­
vice th s amount, one and a half million-*, (1,500,- 
000) in iicatea its value. - ;

The) r can I* no dunbt that a larÿe part of the 
saving on insurance ia due to the telfgmpli fire 
alarm. Add to this the saving dm- t* cessation 
of ] ilf ring at fires. The loss by pilfering in the 
previoi s condition of the city was considered quite 
equal o that by fire Muring the dull season of 
trade i ad employment.—Montreal Valette.
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t Wkstf.cn Railway.—Traffic for week 
May 13th, 1870.
ssengers..-.......................... 25,995 58
eight and Live Stock.......  46,$81 28
ils snd Sundries.............  2 319 63

Tâtai Receipts for week....... $74,996 49
Circsponding week, 1868... 72,668 33

Increase...... ;...........  12,108 16
St. Fra mis and Meoaxtk: Iktkenatioxal 

Railway Cour any.—The Provisional Directors 
of thil Com pan y met at Cookaliirc, oq the 25th 
May, h'licn the following gentlifnni were ap-

Jiointty officers of tlic Company. J. 11 Pop»-, 
if. P.j President and Managing Uin «tor.. The 
Hon. «J. S. Sanborn, Vice-President. R. W. 

Hcnelèer, See j anil Treas. business Committee: 
The President, Vice-President, Secretary and 
Tree surer, and T. S. Morey, Esq,, to meet at 
Shcrblooke. 1

Ths Caspian.—This is a sets fid addition to 
Messrj. Allan's Montreal steam Sect, built and 
engindd on the Clyde,' during the Jaist fort night; 
the sjlendid steamer “Scandinavian, " built by 
Messra Roliert Steele A Co., Greenock, having left 
the river about a fortnight ago. The “ Caspian " 
has b4*n turned out by the Ixindoa and Glasgow 
E. Ac.’ll. 8. Company, Limiteil. She ia a barque- 
rigged steamer «$*2,660 tons ; length over all, 360 
feet ; freadth, 38 Feet ; and depth of hold to weather 
deck,B2 feet. _Her engines, width an- inverted 
surfa-4- condensers, with patent gridiron valve 
moticii, are 400-borse power, tin* diameter of cyli- 
nderal lieing 67 inches, and stroke of piston 42 
inched. Accommoiiation has I-ecu provided fur 64 
first-($:iss, a number of second-clasi^ and 500 
steerabe passengers ; the office** and crew having 
excellent liertha allotteil to them. The main

saloon, which ia fitted with bird-eye maple and 
gold mounting, can eeconunodate seventy persona 
at dinner. The ventilation and heating of the ship 
ia very complete, while every scientific improve 
ment for the comfort of the passengers and the 
stowage of cargo has been introduced.

T*uT Weight.— The concluding reqiort of the 
Koval Commission appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of iliM-uitinuing the use of troy 
weight within the United Kingdom lia» just lieeii 
published, and its alailition recommended. It haa 
lieen in vogue since the days of -Edward I., when 
it succeeded the Tower |«>ui:d, which had prevailed 
from the Conquest, the troy }iound, consisting of 
twelve ounces of 450 grains, or three-quarters of 
an ounce more than the old Tower pound. Troy 
is now chiefly used fur the pm-mus metals, ami 
its alsdition is n-coiomended on the ground that, 
on th> intendi-d legislation cf the metric system, 
ami the concurrent ; uae of avoinlejiois which ia 
to la- permitted, it Would |in*lnce confusion and 
complication were this distinct system to remain 
in force. So it b«s lieen resolved that, after a 
lN-iiml of ten year*, the use of troy weights shall 
tie illegal, and those now making use of them are 
to be permitted to selwtitute either avoirdupois or 
metiii- weights, every- facility being afforded them 
for tfliis object.

UnIYFISAL STANliAItn up Mpasvp-emixt.-— , 
According to the Manorial Diplomatique Andrian 
Government hia just signified its assent to a 
proposal of the Frtucli Government for an In­
ternational Commission to aaecaiHe in Paria in 
order to agree upon ao-ommon standard of measure­
ment for all eivi!i*d nations. Already fifteen 
European power* hate announced their wfllingiiea* 
to take ]wrt in the Commission. Even England, 
which hitherto has beea disinclined to depart 
from old customs, will b# represented by Uiedirect­
ors of the Observatories of Greenwich and Oxford. 
The French Government now only awaits replie* 
from the United Stales, Brazil, and South Ameri­
can republics previously to call together the 
Commission.

Pfcopskrr LN Ont .veto.--From a Blue Book 
recently issued it appears that the number of acres 
assessed in Ontario in 1868, was 19,626,9021 
numlier of ratepayers 310,114 : aswaaed value of 
real estate"$275,468,129 ; assessed value of jienoual 
property $24.318,768 ; amount of taxable income 
$6,578,923; amount of arrears of taxes $1,750,059 
liabilities of the corporations in debentures $10,- 
247,5f6 ; the prim ipal amount due to municipal 
loon fund $.845,878 ; other liabilities of the cor- 
poratjons amounted to $1,125,638 ; The amount 
of revenue collected front taxes w ithin the year, 
was $3,151,086 ; The amount raised during the 
yea* by loan was $239,665.

Bank up England.—The return for the w.-ek 
ending May 11th, gives the following results when 
coiupnrcd with the previous week :
Rest....,.............. t"8,118,380. .Increase.
Public Deposits .. 8,881,433. .Increase.
( Hher I Act < «its 16,338,966... Increase.

On the other *He of the account:
Gov’t Securities A" 12,981,691... Increase.
Otk.r •« 18,018,333... Increase.
Noies unenqil'd... 10,290,985.. Increase.

The amount of notes in circulation ia l'23,444,- 
74.1, beings decn-ak-of £430,210;. and the’stock 
of bullion in both dejiartments is £19,781,900, 
showing a decrease of £66,707 when mmpared 
with the preceding return.

Br.^Jonx, N.B.-—The stone huihling known a* 
Chelmcto Warehouse, corner of Bnlf.ird Row and 
SadkviUe street, ]»« of the KeynohU estate, was 
sold at auction to Messrs. Payzant & King for 
$10,120. The building on Sackvillc street, ad­
joining tile coraeri was sold to Messrs. Charles 
Graham A Co. for $6,320. The property on Hollis 
■trri-t, known as Reynolds’ Court, was sold to Mr. 
Henry Peter* for $6,280. It is said Mr. Peters 
col templates the erection of a theatre on the pro­
perty.—Sf. John Otohe 1 1
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