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somewhat from ours, published Jast week :—
Quebec Office, $125,000; North British and Mer-
cantile, $5,000; Pheenix, $11,5600 ; London Assur-
-ance Corporation, $1,200 ; Provincial, $12,200 ;
Home Insurance Company, $55,000; Western of
Canafla, £6,100. - We are also informed that the
Joss of the above Company will be at least $9,200.
Liverpool, London and Globe, $15,000. The
same paper says that the fire originated in
the premises of a Mr. Lortie, baker, and had been
burning half an hour before the alarm was rang.

Had the fire brigade received prompt notice they

could have checked the fire befure it conld have
communieated with the buildings on the opposite
side of Crown street, which is at least 50 feet wide.
The ery for more wafer was heard from all quart-
ers. Phe Corporation brigades as well as the
voluntary firemen, worked well throughoat, and
with great persistency -and determination, but
their labor was all in vain. It is true a number
of jets were in use at the same time, which con-
siderably diminished the foree of the water. This
however, can not now be urged as an excuse, for
the imperfect, und-next to useless condition of our
fire system for these purposes, and the sooner the
City Couneil take this matter in land, the better
for persons -enjoying ‘real property in this City.
We want for the moment, two good steam fire
engines, available at a moment’s notice. Had
we the use of* two such engines,  the burning of
twa splendid ships could not have ocenrred.

Secarboro’, May 20.—Outbuildings of the widow
of the late Henry Haines were burnt; loss $750;
insured in Beaver Mutgal in full.

Wolfe Island, May 25.—Bam and contents of
Mrs. Craine; loss £300; fully insured in Beaver
Mutual,

Vaughan, May 351.— Outbuildings of Williaia
Devlin, with their contents; insured for 81,500 in
Beaver Mutial.

Carttvright Township, Ont., May 30
John Bruce was burnt; insured.

Markham, May 28.—House of R. A. Gray burnt;
insured for $600 iu Beaver.

—~Myr. A. McDonald, of the Agricultural Mutual,
of London, is now engaged in establishing agen-
cies of -the company in the Provinée of Quebec,
where the Agricultural already does a consider

able business.

The New York Insurance Times devotes two
pages to an exposition of the affairs of the Home
Insurance Company of New Haven. From the
estimate of its assets and labilities, given by the
Times, it appears that more than half the $1,000,-
000 ‘of capital is entirely lost. As the Home does
business in Canada, this statement is of some in-
terest-om this side the lakes,
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MONTREAL FIRE ALARM TELEGRAPH.

’ Jamuary, 1863, the new telegraph
went.into o n. At the same time the Fire
iYepartment was re-organized, the volunteer com-
anies were disbanded, and the number of paid
regulars increased. T consists of
thirty men and officers, one hose-maker and as-
istant. This force is found adequate to do work
effectually for a population of 130,000, which
380 men but imperfectly attempted for thie smaller

mmunity of from 40,000 to 50,000,

I'ifty-six telegraph signal stations, _each con-
taining a . perfect telegraph apparatus working
witomically, are enclosed in a cast iron case or
box, to which the police have acgess by a master
key. The signal boxes are connected with a
Central Officé in the City Hall, whence issne the
signals to the different fire stations. In the event
iceman proceeds to the nearest
signal box, opens the door, pulis a handle, lets
go. The electro-apparates instantly works, . in-
dicating the number of this box in the Central
Office by ringing for say, thirty-four ; one, two,
three ; .one, two, three, four—34, or any other
nurisber as the hox may happen to be. The city

perati
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of a fire the poi
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being §n districts, this signal is instantly com- | saloon, which is fitted with bird-eye maple and
municaded from the Central Office to the different | gold mounting, can pccommodate wveng genonl
the ship

" " . . |
station§ within the Distriet wherd the fire may |

happengto bé, or to more, or to all if necessary. |
In tlhi way,an alarm is completed in from teni
to fiftedn seconds, Bat the sectirng! station men
have their hose reels horsed the instant the alarm
begins, horses being always in harness and men
:\t%mn . * By the time the alarm has struck they
know the exact spot they are to go to. The
numbeg of signal hox stations is neéarly the same
as thatf of the water works hydrants. One can
be fourd in every 250 or 300 yarde. ‘A fire can
scarcelf take place in any part of 'the city that
some !mr:ion of the Fire Department ecaunot

|
|

reach ip the course of two minutes {rom the wo-
ment of alatm. The results of thes¢ improve-
ments-£-high pressure water supply, regular paid
fire poljee, and firc alarm trlegraph—has been the
reduction of the cost of fire insurance fifty per|
cent. he yalue of saving may be further com-
,nl‘rht‘”‘nl by the following dtems : The amount
of property! insured in the city of Montreal is
over I8ty millions of dollars. Assnming it,
howevdy, at that amonunt, the cost of insurance
at 62} feents per $100 is $312, 500, Awd the |
savingf of fifty per cent. is $156,250 augually.
It is ti§ opinion of those who me well ghle to
judge Yhat the fire alarm telegraph alohe  has
doublefl the value of the water works for fire pur-
poses. E And if half three million doHars, the cost |
of tho#e wérks, be set off for this particular ser-
vice the aniount, one and a half x.xi}li-:!h, (1,500,- |
000) inglicates its value,

Thege can be no doubt that a large part of the
savingjon ihsurance is due to the telegraph fire
alarm.§ Add to this the saving due té cessation
of pilf§ring at fires. The loss by pilfering in the
pres i«'r§~ condition of the city was consitlered quite
mln.‘l o that by fire'during the dull season of
tl'«llh'1~l employment.—Montreal Gazrtte,
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(imiﬂ WesTEEN Rarcway. — Traffie for week
ending May 13th, 1870,
l"'.‘wn(_:' TR TN S
Fgeight and Live Stock
\}l]l\ and Sundries.

25,995 58
46,681 28

2319 63
le:I “"l‘t'i]'ta for week $74.996 49
Coresponding week, 1868... 72, 868 33

£2.108 16
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INTERNATIONAL
The Provisioral Direetors

St. FrARCIS AXD MEGANTK
Rannviay Coxpaxy.

'ecan republics previously

of thi§ Company met at Cookshire, o the 25th

May, fwhen the following gentlamen were ap-
pointel officers of the Company .. 1. Pope
M. I'.t' President and Managing 1

Hon. M. S. Sanborn, Vice-President, R. -W.
Henelger, Secly and Treas. businéss Committee:
'he President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasdgrer; and T. S. Morey, Fsqi, to meet at
Sherbgooke.
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Tug Casriax.—This is a seechd addition to
Messr§. Allan's Montreal

Aircetor, 'l")u-;

stean fleet, built and |

enginél on the Clyde,’ during the past fort-night; |

the sglendid steamer ‘‘Scandinavian, ™ built by
Mrs-ri Robert Steele & Co., Greenock, hay ing left
the riger about a fortnight ago. The *“( aspian "
has béen turned out by the London and Glasgow
E. &31. 8. Company, Limited.
rigged steamer 0f~2,650 tons ;

E:‘uu-l?h. 38 feet ; and depth of hold to weather
Her engines, wre inverted

She is a barque-

feet ;
deck, 232 f

W Il.("l

length over all, 360 |

|

|

| joinir

surfadp condensers, with | it liron valve |
motiah, are 400-horse power, the diameter of evli

ndersg being 67 inches, and stroRe of piston 42
inche§. Accommodation has been provided for 64

first-gJass, a number of second-class, and 500
steermire passengers ; the offic ers and crew ]li!‘-'l‘ll:;
excellent berths allotted to them. The main

:

|

at dinner.  The ventilation and beating

is very complete, while every scientilic improve-
ment for the comfort of the passangers and the
stownge of cargo has been introduced.

Tgoxy WeicnT.—The conclading report of the
Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the
expediency of discontinuing the use of teoy
weight within the United Kingdom. has just been
)'uhli;hml. and its abiolition recommended. It has
been n vogue sinee the days of Fdward 1., when
it swcceeded the Tower pound, which had prevailed
from the Conquest, the troy pound, consisting of
twelve ounces of 450 grains, or three-quarters of
an ounce more than the old Tower pound. Troy
is now chiefly used for the precious metals, and
its abolition is recoramended on the ground that,
on thie intended legislation <f the metric system,
and the concurrent:use of avoirdupois which is
to be permitted, it would produce coufusion and
complication were this distinet system to remain
in force. So it Las been resolved that, after a

‘{miml of ten years, the use of troy weights shall

e illegal, and those now making use of them are
to be permitted to substitute either avoirdupois or
met¥ic weights, every facility being afforded them
for this object.

UNIVERSAL STANDARD OF MEASUREMENT,—
According to the Mamorial Diplomnatique Ausirian
Government has just signified its assent to a
proposal of the French Govérnment for an In-

| teimational Commisgion to assemble in Paris in

ordéer to agree upon aicommon standard of measure-
ment for all eciviligsd nations. Already fifteen
Huru{m:n powers have announced their willingness
to take part in the Commission. Even Hngf:ud.
whith hitherto has been disinclined to depart
from old customs, will be rrprcwutnl liy e direct-
ors of the Observatories of Greenwich and Oxford.
The French Government now only awaits replies
from the United States, Brazil, and South Ameri-
to call together the
Commission,

ProrERTY 1IN ONrAR10.—From a Blue Book
recently issued it appears that the number of acres
assessed in Ontano in 1868, was 19,626,902 ;
number of ratepayers 310,114 : assessed value of
real estate’$275,468,129 ; nssessed value of personal
yrupe-ny $24.318,768 ; amount of taxable income

6,578,923 ; amount of arrears of taxes 81,750,059
liabilities of the corporations in debeutures $10,-
247,516 ; the principal amount due to municipal
loan fund $,845,878 ; other liabilities of the cor-
poritions amounted to §1,125,638 ; The amount
of revenue colleeted from taxes within the year,
was £3,151,086 ; The amount raised 1'|ni1|;:ﬂu-
year by loan was $239,665.

Baxk oF Excraxp.—The return for the week
ending May 11th, gives the following results when
comipared with the prev ions week :

Rest £3,118,380. . Increase.

Publie Deposits 8,881, 433. . Inerease.

Other Deyosits..... 16, 338,966... Increase.
On the other sitle of the account :

£8,878
248,827

337,592

Gov't Securities £12,931,691... Increase. £34, 411
Other ~ 18,018,333 Increase. 163,184
Notes unempl'd... 10,290,985.. Increase. 264, 4565

The amount of nptes in eirculation is £23, 444, -
745, being a decrease of £430,210: and the stock
of bullion in both! departments is £19,781,900,
showing a decrease of £66,707 when compared
with the preceding return.

8t. Jonx, N.B.—The stone building known as
Chebucto Warchouse, corner of Bedford Row and
Sackville street, part of the Reynolds estate, was
sold at auction to’ Messrs. Payzant & King for
$10,120. The building on Sackville street, ad-
g the corner; was sold to Messrs. Charles
Graham & Co. for $8,320. The property on Hollis
strect, known as Reynolds’ Const, was sold to Mr.
Henry Peters for §6,280. It is said Mr. Peters
contemplates the erection of a tleatre on the pro-
perty. —St. John (Wohe .




