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REFERENDUM questions
Editor, Guide:—Jn response to your 

invitation to readers of The Guide to 
submit their opinions on your referen
dum questions, I venture to give my 
views, as you say that -all opinions, 
either for or against, will be welcome.

1. 1 am in favor of the Initiative and 
Referendum merely to the extent of not 
being opposed... That is to say, while 
thev would trot likely be of any great 
barm, nevertheless, they would not be 
of any particular good. The Recall 
would only be a humbug—and encourage 
the chronic kickers. We would have no 
peace with the Recall in effect.

2. Free Trade with Great Britain 
would be alright if Britain had a tariff 
against foreign nations. Otherwise 
Britain is not in a position to make ,4 
special agreement with us.

3. It would nut be advisable to com
pletely abolish the Canadian tariff, as 
considerable funds are needed to finance 
the affairs of the government. If there 
was no customs tariff, who of your Free- 
Traders would feel like putting up the 
money!

4. 1 am rather suspicious of “Direct 
Land Tax.” How about all the great 
wealth held in stocks, bunds, shares, etc., 
possessed by rich men who own no laud 
at all. flow would you tax the mil
lionaire who owns no land ? Is a bona- 
fide settler to be penalized for taking a 
government homestead and so becoming 
a land-ojjmer?

5 anrO. I am not in favor of a special 
tax on ahjHhirig or anybody. It savors 
too much oT vindictive Socialism.

7, 8 and 9. Yes to each of these.
10. I don’t think “Farmers’ ” or In

dependent candidates would help, mat
ters. Note the small-minded "abuse of 
Secretary F. W. Green by party men, 
because he “left the fold” last year 
and ran as an Independent. A man 
would always be up against that kind of 
spite work.

11. This question looks too much like 
a bid for support of certain elements in 
our politics who are trying to create and 
foster a Separatist or Anti-Imperial sen
timent. We should support the British 
navy to the full extent of our ability. 
Kickers should be honest and go over 
to the enemy.

Yours sincerely,
HAROLD CLIFT.

Bender, Sask.

THE FUNDAMENTAL REFORM
Editor, Guide:—Canada has been the 

goal of many thousands of emigrants 
during the last ten or fifteen years. 
IYoiii almost every European country, 
from Oriental lands, as well as from the 
United States, the tide of emigration 
has turned towards our shores. The 
poor illiterate I'ole or Galician comes, 
hoping that in the new land beyond the 
seas his condition may be bettered. The 
pale clerk in the English counting house 
has for months been saving from his 
scanty salary, that he might pay his pas 
sage to Canada. The Scottish tenant 
farmer sells his small belongings, and 
with his wife and family bids farewell 
to his native glen and his native land, so 
dear to him, but on which he may never 
tread again.

'Miat motive has impelled these people 
to leave their homes and come thousands 
of miles across the sea to become resi
dents of Canada! It is the desire, in
herent in almost every human being, to 
secure a home for him- or her self, to 
occupy a higher social position, to enjoy 
“tore of the comforts of life and to re
ceive a more just return for their labors.

I lie emigration from Europe is due to 
several causes, the most potent of which 
is not over population, as is sometimes, 
Asserted, but is caused by three great 
evils: Land monopoly, despotism, arid 
Militarism. These three form a “sinis- 
)er trinity” which rules the so-called

'-hristian nations” of Europe with a 
r'Jd ot iron, and drives thousands of 
tfieir best citizens to emigrate to foreign 
“'"Is, where greater liberty may be 
enjoyed. How long will this influx of 
immigrants continue? It will continue 
,,r many years to come, and will not 

'case until every acre of our public do- 
B,ain that is of any value has been taken
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up. As the pressure of population in
creases land now considered almost in
accessible, or unfit forcultivation,willhe. 
settled. The public domain of the Unit
ed States is almost all taken up, and 
thousands of the citizens of that coun
try are flocking across the border to 
secure a share of our free land while it 
is vet available.

In Great Britain the land is nearly all 
owned by a few private individuals, the 
land owning class or aristocracy, who 
monopolize the wealth and natural re
sources of the country. They do little 
productive work themselves, but live 
upon the wealth produced by the labor 
of others, which they take in the form 
of rent or other privileges. In Great

The taxation of land values would 
destroy land speculation, for the specu
lator could not afford to pay a high tax 
on his land, he therefore would have 
either to sell to someone who was a pro
ducer, or himself condescend to become 
a producer, that is, either cultivate the 
land, build upon it, or use it in such a 
way that the community would benefit 
t Hereby.

It would be impossible to enumerate 
in this letter all the reforms, both social 
and political, which would lit- effected 
by the introduction id" the Single fax. 
Not only would rural conditions be 
greatly improved, as I have briefly des
cribed, but it would relieve to a large 
extent the congestion and misery which
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Britain land monopoly exists in an ex
treme form, and its evils are more ap
parent owing to the large population 
who have to pay exorbitant rents to the 
landowners for the privilege of living 
upon their native soil. In Canada, un
less economic conditions change, prac 
tically the same condition will be 
brought about. In Western Canada there 
are wealthy individuals and land com 
punies who buy up thousands of acres 
for a mere song. Usually they sell this 
land for much more than they paid for 
it. Sometimes, however, they rent it at 
a high figure to the incoming settler, 
and landlordism, witli its attendant evils, 
arises in our midst.

That land speculation is today one of 
the greatest hindrances to our country’s 
progress is a fact that no one acquainted 
with western conditions will deny. Lands 
m-ar the railroad -and therefore valu
able—are bought up by the speculator, 
ami the settler either lias to pay more 
for his land than it is worth, ornetsc go 
away back into some remote section of 
the country, where, far from a railroad, 
and deprived of social advantages, lie 
lias to undergo many unnecessary hard
ships. Jn this way settlements are 
scattered, anil the settler in hauling his 
grain to the nearest market often has to 
pass by thousands of acres of. valuable

exists in our cities; it would give to tlio 
toiler the fruits of his toil, now wrung 
from him by the landowner in the form 
of rent. With thousands of immigrants 
pouring into our country, and our na
tional domain rapidly becoming occu
pied, the laud problem will soon become 
tin- supremely important one, as it now 
is in older countries. When the Single 
Tax is introduced, as it ultimately will 
be, being based on those .ever trium
phant principles of justice and liberty, 
one of the-great milestones in the march 
of human progress will have been 
reached. At present, the believers in 
the principle of Hie Single Tax arc rapid
ly increasing in numbers. It is one of 
tho reforms most strongly urged by 
those “standard bearers of Democracy” 
the western grain growers.

.1. II. RICHARDS.
Chatc-r, Man.

AGAINST WOMAN SUFFRAGE
Editor, Guide:—As you invito your 

readers to discuss in The Guide the sub
jects of your Referendum, I will try to 
explain in this letter why 1 am inclined 
to vote “nay” on the suffrage question.

Very much has been said and written 
on this subject, but it is still a lively 
issue, as no remedy lias yet been found 
for this contagious disease of the mind
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land, idle and non productive, the prop
erty of the land speculator,

The only effective method of combat
ting the evils of land monopoly and land 
speculation is the taxation of land 
values, usually called the “.Single Tax.” 
The Single Tax, as advocated by Henry 
George and his followers, is briefly this: 
Abolish all taxes except the tax on land, 
and that in proportion to its value, 
which means not only the intrinsic value 
of the land but that value which is due 
to location, which in towns and cities 
almost entirely determines its value. It 
is a tax, not on labor and industry, nor 
the products of labor and industry, but 
on land, on which these are based, and 
without which they could not exist.

now affecting the female portion of hu 
inanity. No satisfactory solution of the 
perplexing problem has yet been pre
sented. Our Creator probably knows 
more of our capabilities than we do our 
selves, ami if we study IDs design it 
might nelp us to a correct conclusion. 
We have been created in two sexes, 1 
presume because we were intended for 
different purposes. We have well de 
fined diversities of temperament and 
intellect, and the world’s work can be 
best carried on by each sex adopting 
the parts for which they are naturally 
better qualified. Each sex has points 
of superiority over the other, and "it 
would be well for both to perceive and 
acknowledge .them. It doesn’t follow

that either sex is inferior because it may 
not be ns well fitted for a class of work 
in which the other excels. It is possible,
I suppose, for one sex to adapt itself in 
a measure to the proper work of the 
other, and we could develop into a race 
of masculine women and effeminate 
men; but, if possible, it is not desirable.

If this much is conceded it is only a 
question as to what is the proper place 
lor each. The proper place for a wo
man is, I believe, where she is most up 
preciated, and where her superior quali
ties van best bo exercised; and for a 
man the same. Let woman keep within 
a sphere where she is respected, admired 
and loved, and she will be safe, sane and 
happy; lot her depart from it and slio 
becomes a flaming scourge, u tormented 
and tormenting spirit.

There are differences of opinion as 
to woman jt qualifications fur exercis
ing the franchise, but this, I contend is 
a judicial function, and man’s reason
ing powers are superior to woman’s; 
therefore leave tho work to him. Tho 
reason man has not made u better show
ing in this field is because partizuuship 
prompts prejudice to ovurridu judgment; 
iiis faculties have not had free play. If 
women entered the arena tho results 
would he still more harmful, as more 
dangerous defects would likely inter
fere with a weaker judgment. Woman, 
of course, lias the individual right to 
vote, us she lias to ride a straddle, chew 
tobacco, swear, or do anything else that 
is unbecoming—IfiiFTii "gaining these 
rights she will have lust her privileges 
and huvo descended from her exulted 
plane. II the toast to “Woman, once 
our superior, now our equal ” ever be
comes in order, lier position will certain
ly not be improved.

It might be even -desirable to allow 
her tho franchise if she were wise en
ough to refrain from using it. But wis
dom is not one of her distinguishing 
qualities, as shown by tho dearth of 
female philosophers.

After all, why should she strive so 
for such a doubtful attainment, when 
“■ • • a mightier power and stronger 

man from his throne has hurled, 
For the hand that rocks the cradle is the 

hand that rules the world.”
F. HOWELL.

Hoissevain, Man.

APPRECIATION
Editor, Guide:—1 would not be with

out The Guide for a good deal. 1 am 
astonished to find that once in a while 
wo find a farmer not satisfied with your 
paper. As for me, 1 don’t see that it 
could be much improved. It is fighting 
the farmers’ buttles must effectively. Wo 
have several farmer’s papers in Canada. 
They show us how to raise big erops, but 
very little how to dispose of them with 
profit. Very often the biggest crop 
filings the least money. What beats mo 
is that the most of the farmers begrudge 
paying a dollar fur your paper, and 
another to join a Grain Growers' As 
eoeiution. Although I am seventy years 
old I have my button as life member of 
the Saskatchewan association. They 
(the farmers; allow themselves to be 
robbed yearly of a couple of hundred 
dollars and dun’t seem to care, just us 
1 heard a politician once say, “because 
wo don’t feel it.” Tho whole world is 
organized against us. If we were wise 
enough to organize too, we could dictate 
to the rest of tho world how much we 
should get for our produce. We could 
bring the rest on their knees if we were 
organized, for we are in the majority. 
What will contribute the most towards 
our freedom is full Direct Legislation 
and Taxai ion of Land V alues to raise 
all revenues, municipal, provincial and 
federal.

O. H. DIT BLONDLV.
Tawatiriaw, zilta.

NOTICE TO 00RREBP0NDENT8 
This Department of The Guide Is msln- 

tamed eepeclally for the purpoe# of pro
viding a.discussion ground for the readers 
where they msy freely exchange view» and 
derive from each other the benedts of e«- 
perlence and helpful euggeetlona. Every 
letter muet be elgned by the name of tbs 
wrltsr, though not necessarily for publica
tion The views of our correspondents are 
not of necessity those of The (Hide.


