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be made, that no preacher should preach 
thrice mi the name day. .Messrs. Mather, Lawsuits, 
Thutnson, and others, said this was impracticable : 
ns it was absolutely necessary, in most cases, that the 
preacher should preach thrice every Lord’s Day, 
w ithout which the places could not be supplied. Mr. 
W. replied, i; It lilU'l be given up : we shall lose 
,,ur preachers by such excessive labour. 1 1 hey an
swered, “ we h ive all done so, and you, even at a 
very advanced age, have continued to do so.” ‘‘W hat 
1 luve done,” said he, “ is out of the question, my 
l;fe and strength have been under an especial Provi
dence ; besides, I knoxV better than they how to 
preach without injuring myself ; alid no mail can 
preach thrice a day without killing himself sooner 
or later : and the custom shall not be continued.” 
They pressed the point no farther, finding he was de
termined, but they deceived him after all, by altering 
tho minute thus, when it went to the press : “ No 
preacher shall any more preach three times in the 
same day, (to the same congregation.”) By which 
clause the minute was entirely neutralized. He who 
preaches the tidspcl as be ought, must do it with his 
whole strength of body and soul : and he who un
dertakes a labour of this kind thrice every Lord’s 
day, will infallibly shorten his life by it. He win*, 
instead of preaching,talks to the people, merely speaks 
about gooii tilings, or tells a religious story, will never 
injure himself by such an employment. Such a 
person dots not labour in the word and doctrine : 
he tells his tale, and as lie preaches, so his congrega
tion believes, cud sinners ere left as he found them.”

To Me EUtcr of the li'idcyan.

sign” of the initiatory rite of Christianity h And, to locate the 
idea, have a!! the Wesleyan ministers, who have preceded the

Sin. — -; 1 (’lirbli.aii Messenger,” of May 17, in itsodi- 
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fir, y our l eaders know tint baptism by immersion is not the 
general practice of the Wesleyan Body, but onlv of a very 
few of its mini.-'.i rs,w lu have thought it well to meet the pre- 
judic ■. of certain indn iduals. The abox e paragraph, therefore,
....... to slew a want if Christi .n liberality, for liver" is
< \ id; i.tiy in it a threefold charge, not oi:!v against the Wes
ley an ministers, but al<o against all other Christian ministers 
vv lit* do net baptize by immersion.

The first charge prefered is that of ignorance. “We helfbvo 
th it as th • light of fixing trntii shall vontie.ne to shine in liv
en it h, the ..nil />• of Christian men, every where, will come 
to s o' more distinctly the true nature and design of liaptis'iid* 

Here is , 'early a charge of ignorance “ of the true nature 
and design of baptism," preferred against “ Christian, rain."

t'ir. I' ihi- rg.» true r Is tins sdyi t understood liv no 
body of Chri-tiaiis, except our Ifiplist hretliren i are those 
mmivrou.- and i.s-p • -table Christi m bodies.the r.pbcop ilians, 
the 1’reslo !erians, tie; independents, and the Methodists all 
ignorant of the “true nature and design of h.lpnsm: ” Is it pos- 
foi’l'- that, notwithstanding that mass of learning and pi tv 
w.lien they have po-s -sseil nml spread abroad, that tliey still 
luve not le—llig. nee enough to understand the meaning of 
the (i reek v. mal lizu ! ” Is it so ; that although they have
scut their in, , .omits into every part of the earth,and myriads 
bave, through their influence, been turned unto the I-ord,” 
that l hex themselvt- In

one now in Morton, been in a state of ignorance ou the snb- 
j,m-t of baptism : ami are all our members there, and the» 
children, who have been baptized by .-pn,lining, slid “ ipso- 
jnclo” un'jtiplizcl ?

If tie; above paragraph is correctly understood, then an 
nliirmalive must be returned to eaoh cf these questions ; but 
if they be answered in the negative, and it is said, no charge 
of ignorance was intended to lie preferred, then the sentence 
quoted seems to bo unintelligible.

The second charge preferred is c breach of Christ's com
mand. “ And also be led to attach more importance to the 
dutx of obeying the command of our Saviour.”

Sir, this charge insurious. However, leaving other re
ligious bodies to unswer far themselves, from a long acquaint
ance with Methodism, I Leg to say, that the Wesleyan» do 
not consider any command of our Redeemer as of little im
portance. As they believe the was the Great God enshrined ia 
human flesh, so they consider that every command given bjr 
him is of the greatest importance ; and therefore, however 
they may increase in the knowledge and flove of God, yet h 
is not possible for them to attach any “ more importance to 
the duly of obeying” any command of the Saviour, than they 
have done from the commencement of their existence as a re
ligious society.

The fact is, that no person has ever yet found any com
mand of the Saviour for immersion ; and therefore to talk 0^ 
attaching “ more importance to the command of our Sa
viour,” on the subject of immersion, is absurd.

Tho third charge is for not following the examples of immer
sion, said to be found in the Scriptures, “ by adhering to that 
modi of baptism of which alone we have any example in 
the .\>it- Testament.

Now, Sir, us no person lias ever yet found any command 
far immersion, so no portion of tie- Christian world, except 
our baptist brethren, luve over pretended to have found one 
single clear example <■' immersion in the xxlude of the New 
T< statuent. And when our Uupti-t brethren have referred 
us to an instance of w hut they thought was an example of 
imr ci sion, tin- text has never hern svilicioiitl v explicit of 
itself : but a comment of their own was necessary in order to 
mal," it speak their sentiment.

With our Baptist friends we wish not to interf -ro. If they 
liti.ik proper to immers", let them do so ; but lot them not 
arraign the whole Clin .li.m world r.t their tribunal, and ac
cuse all other bo lies with ignorance, and uiiehrisiiauize them, 
be.'-ause tiu-x rej-ct tiio.r comments and explanations, and can- 
net sue it their duty to be immersed.

Sir. we live in a strange world. One body of men comes 
forward and tills us tin-y have received authority to baptize 

nintirri'j ted succession" ft uni the Apc.-tlcs, and that 
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ll no titan ran be a Christian \vhn is not baptized ; and if 
immersion is tile only f uni of Christian baptism, then it fol- 

j I \x s that no person who has not been immersed can lie a 
Christian. Therefore, the whole body of Tpiscopaliaus, 
i’resliy tcriat-.s, Independents, and Methodists, and, in fact, all 
who have not boon baptiz'd Lv immersion, to whom the 
I hi pt in ( l,.,i:ch, in point of n in,her, is a.; a drop in the 
Inn hot, are not Christians. Our gracious Queen is not a 
Christian, bc'-ause she has not been immersed ; the whole 
body of linglidi and Scot:h clergy, as well as the Wesleyan 
mid Independent ministers, are not Christians, because- they 
lux e net been immersed. And as there ..re only four classes 
of nu n upon earth,—Christians, Jews, Mahometans, and 
Heathens,—we might ask, to which class do all persons who 
have not been immersed belong ? It will not he- pretended 
that they are cither Jews or Mahometans ; and if they are 
not Christians, then they must he Heathen, unless we coin a 
new term, and call them scr.ii-Hcxlhcn. If so, then the clergy 
referred to are scmi-Hcathcn ; our Missionary Societies are 
only semi-Christian, and spread abroad only a semi-Chris* 
trinity; and the revival that lias taken place at Horton il 
not ol a genuine char acte r, except with those who have 
been immersed ; nil the others, notwithstanding their repent
ance, faith, and subsequent peace, are only scmi-Christiant, 
because tVv !nv.- no* Veen immersed.


