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chould be made, that no preacher should preach |
thricc on the same day. Messrs. Mather, I’.;\\'s()lxs,
"Thomson, anl cthers, said this wus impracticable :
us it was ubsolutely necessary, in most cases, that the
preacher should preach thrice cvery Lord’s Day,
without which the places could not be suppiied. M.
W. rephied, It wust be given up @ we .f!{:lll loze
cur preachers by such excessive labour.” I'hey an-
swered, © we have all doue so, and you, even uta
very advanced age, hiave continued to do s0.” “What
1 have done,?’ said he, s out of the question, my
Jife and strength have been under an especial Provi-
dence ; besides, 1 know better than they how to
preach without injuring myself ; wnd no man can
preach thrice a day without killing himsclf sooner
or luter : and the custom shall not be continued.”’
‘I'hey pressed the point no farther, finding he was de-
termined, but they deceived him after all, by altering
the minute thus, when it went to the press : ** No
preacher shall any more preach threc times in the
same day, (to the same congregation.””) By which
clause the minute was entirely neutralized. He who
preaches the Gospel as be ought, must do it with his
whole strength of body and soul : and he who un-
dertakes a labour of this kind thrice every Lord’s
day, will infallibly shorten his life by it. He whe,
instead of preaching,talks to the people,merely speaks
about gooid things, or tellsa religious story, will never
injure himselt’ by such an employment. Such a
person does not labour in the word and doctrine :
he tells his tale, and as he preaches, so his congrega-
tion believes, end sinners ure left as be found them.”
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To the Elitcr of the 1i'eleyan,

Srn,—Th ¢ Christizn Messenger,”” of May 17, o its ¢di-
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sign’? of the initiatory rite of Christianity > Ard, to locate the
idea, bave a'l the Weslevan ministers, who have preceded the
oue now in Horten, been inastate of ignorance on the sube
Ject of baptisu and are ol our nu'm'f,vrs. there, and theje
children, who have been bapticed by spriniing, stiil ¢ ipg,
Jacto wnbaplizel 7

If the ubove parasraph is correctly understood, then ag
aliirmative must be returned to each cf these «questions ; bug
if they be answered in the negative, and It 1s said, no charge
of iznorance was intended to be prefericd, then the sentence
quoicd scems to be unintelligible,

The second charge preferred is o breach of Christ’s coms
mand. ~ ** And also be led to attach more imporlance to the
duty of obeying the ccrvmand of onr Saviour.™

Sir, this charge is_serious.  However, lcaving other re-
ligious bodies to unswer for themselves, froin a long acquaint-
ance with Methodism, 1 lLieg to say, that the Wesleyans do
not consider any command of our Redeemer as of little im-
portance. As they believe the was the Great God enshrined in
human flesh, so they consider that every command given by
him is of the greatest importance ; and therefore, however
they may increase in the knowledge and love of God, yet it
is not possible for them to attach any ‘ more importance to
the duty of obeying”® any command of the Saviour, than they
have done {rom the commencement of their existence as a re-
ligious society.

The fact is; that no person has ever vet found any com?
mand of the Saviour for tmmersion ; and therefore to talk o
attaching *¢ more hmportance to the command of our Sa-
viour,”’ on the subject of immersion, s absurd.

The third charge 1s for not foilowing the examples of immer-
sion, said to be found in the Scriptures, ¢ by adhering to that
mode of baptism of which alone we have any exumple in
the JYew Testament.

Now, Sir, us no person has ever yet found any commaid

{ for emmersion, <o no portion of the Christian world, except

our Laptist brethren, hive cver pretended to have found one
sinele clear example of nniersion in the whole of the New
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toral, whea s;oahaar of the revival in Horton, lius the tel- i Pootiment, Aud whon our Baptist brethien have referred

lowing paragraph

o We understand that our Methodist brethren, invovera!in-
stances during the presentreliziovs exotementy heve wdiedgs-
terod the crdsnnce of Lepaan by nnersion to thase o
bodd been cowly convertad, and who sovaht cdmission 1o their
Churehes,

“AWe bebieve that, asthe ight of Diviae trutleshadl coninme
to st mthe earthy tie minds off Christian men, every where,
wil come to secwore distinetiy th troe vatge and desizn
of the ordwanre of bapiism, and also be o o aitteh oo
podanee L the duty of obeying the conumrnd of our Na-
vicar,—-by adhiestir o that mode of beoptiam of which o'one
webve any exampire in the New Testenent. We theretuie
cannot but teel peculiar pleasare at all tunes, when we bear
o pemtent believers bemg inmersedd vpon a proiession of
thew taith in Christ, to whatever Lody of professing diseiples
Giey iy s costquentiyv poin themseives.™

Sizyyourrenders know that baptism by damersion isnot the
gencral practice of the Wesloyan Pody, but enly of a very
few of s minstorsw by have thowgit i well 1o meet the pr\e.-
Judicosof cortrinindividuada, The above paragiaph, thercfore,
Feems to show wowant of Christian Lierality, For there iy
evetoniiy ot a theoelold charge, not ontv agdinst the Wes.
oo tanisters, but also ageinst all other Christian ininisters
who do nat baptize by unmersion.

The first clinrge prefered isthat of iznorance. <We helteve
thet as the Bight of Pivine truth shall continne 19 <hine in the
cartly, the .on's of Christian rica, every where, will cone
to =e more distinet!y the trae nature and [h‘sign of bapusm.’

Fere i Ooarly wocharge of tonorance ¢ of the true nnture
and design of haptism, " preferred aeuinst ¢ Christian mon.”’

Sircsadns eliorgotree 2 Is thos sel oot understood by o
bodv of Chnistiaus, oveent our Baptist brethren 2 are thos:
numerous and vospetuble Christim hodies the Fonscopalians,
the Preshyiermns, the Independents. and the Metho Jists all
prnorant of the “true natere and desiga of baptise ™ s it pos-
sible that, notwithstanding  that niiss of learning and pioty
waththey have po-sessed and spread abroad, that they still

es to an instance of what they (heught was an exawple of
imrcrsion, the text has never heen sviiciontly erplicit of
itsell” s bt 2 comment of their own wes necessary in order to
make it speak their sentinent.

VVith our Raptist friends we wish not to interfera.  If they
thizk proper to bumerse, let them do so : but let them not
woiadgn tae wihwie Chiridim world ot their tribunal. and ac-
! cuseull other bodies with ignorance, and unchrisiivnize them,
[ berause they repeetther cormeats and eaplanatiois, and cin-
net see i theie duty 1o Le bersed.

Sircwe live inoa etrange world. One body of mien comes
i forward snd tells us thiey have reeeived authority to baptize
by Cunizderreted suceession™ fiom the Apcﬂics, and that
i nene others have way right 1o wdwinister the ordinance :
i anothier coices forward and tells vs thess prewended succes-
eors of 1 Aposties have themscelves never been baptized.
Mo wonder inudels deride.

If no mun ean be 2 Christian whe i3 not Prjtized 5 and if
immersihn is the oaly D of Christiatn baptisin, then it fol-
liws that no person who has not Leen imrniersed can be a
Christian.  Theretore, the whole body of Episcopaliaus,
Preshyterians, Independents, and Methodists, and, in fact, all
who huve not Leen baptized Ly immersion, to whom the
Bapticn CLodeh, du point of wanber, is o a drop in the
buciet, are ndt Christians.  Our gracious Queen is not a
Clristian, heeguse she has not been immersed 5 the whole
Lody of Enslish and Seots ) clergy, as well as the Wesleyan
and Independent ministers, are vot Christians, because they
hreve met been immersed. And as there wre only four classes
of men upon carth,—Christians, Jows, Mahometans, an
Hesthens,—we might ask, to which clizs do all persons who
have net been fmuersed belong 2 1t will not be prulcudcd
that they are cither Jews or Muhometars ; and if they are
not Ciristians, then they must be Ieuthen, unless we coin 3
new term, and call them semi-He:then. I o, then the clergy
referred to are semi-Heathen ; our Misssionary Socicties are
only seud-Chyistian, and spread abroad only ‘a sem i—L'hrif-

Veove o .
have not aptelliconee 1 $ U 3 1nd i
z cnough to understand the meaning of tizaity ; and the revival that has tzken place at lorton 13

the Greels \'.01..1 S Deptizo?? Is it so; that although they hiave
senttheir s Sonanesinto every part of the earth,and myriads
. 0 1 ! 1 v. Sr *
have, throngh their iatluence, been turned unto the Lerd,”
that they themnselve: have vor 1o learn the *¢ gatnre and do-

not of a genuine characler, cxcept with those who have
been immersed ; all the others, notwithstanding their repent-
auce, faith, and subsequent peace, are only semi-Christians,
Lecause thev bave no* heen imnzersed,

These consequen
principles eypressc
weapht be institod o
) g R | i
Lot ho vindieated,
pained.

1lints, May 23,
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