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The folluwing are notes of a sermon
Erfe.m d v the Rov. Father Miller, C,
S. v o St Patnek’s Church, Ottawa,

Oth M ¢ . INS4:

S H at o+ beverh uot shall be con-
dewu d.’  Nords aken from the gospel
of »t. w16 chinp., 16 verse

Who spoke thes: woid-, dearly beloved
Chrsoanst Had hey fallen from the

lips ot e wise philosopher, we would
call ‘hem 1o guestion, and pronounce
them prepos eious  “He hat believeth

not -hall he condemued,” or as the Pro-

testa:  Ki o James' version gives it, in
blunt E g ish, *“svall be damned.”
What i+ e meawng of this “shall be

condemued” or *%hall be damned?”
words acerpted hy the whole Christian
wotld, by the willious of Christians, of
believeis, What else ¢o they mean, can
thes we, hur the one thing—shall be
sente ced and condemued to eternal per-
dition? Can you attach to them any
other we wug?  Certamly no other
meant g ~ve that which the one who
spoke thew at fus, and with all His
authoriry, with all His sauctity. And
who 1= 1 1hat spoke these words and had
themr heraded throughout the entire
worl/d ! The eternal Tiuth, Jesus Christ,
true Goi and true Mau; God from the
beginumy, Man from time; united by the

wood, trees, animals, We find that
son, by itself, has never been able to,
never will be able to excogitate a la

own powers, its own innate powers, We
find this to be the case in every nature of
things. So a man cannot transcend his
own powers, his own natural physical
strength by virtue of his own natural
physical strength. Hence if faith is to
save us by bringing us to God and to our
eternal destiny, does it not follow that
the faith thereanto must necessarily be
supernatural § If so, the faith to be
believed must be supernatural, the assent
of the mind to the object must be of a
supernatural order; and the testimony,
the guarantee, upon which my faith rests
must be supernatural, If the object I
accept as true is but a bistorical fact,
why is it a historical fact 7 Because it is
based upon the testimony of history. My
faith therefore partakes of the character
of the testimony, is formed by the testi-
mony. Therefore my faith isa historical
faith, My faith, accepting this as a fact
upon the testimony of history, is a histori-
cal faith. 1If I accept a piece of news on
the testimony ang information of a
friend, my assent of the mind to his
assertion, by asserting it and believing it,

man,
tion to the world of the
faith—the faith to be
was Jesus Christ Himself, ete
truth, true God and true man,

article

the whole Christian law and all Christ
ity, is a downright farce, is a piec
mockery, isa tissue of superstition,

that the Son of God, true God and
man, did come down from heaven to

belief in these doctrines by saying,
that will not believe shall be condemn
If He Himself did, as we believe itt
true, reveal what man had to believe,

sarily to be ﬁreserved among men in

is a omere human faith, because | world. Ifa bodyof legislators or senators
the testimony, the guarantee, there- | enact a law and passa law so that it
unto is a mere human -one, that |becomes law, that body of men, having
of a human being. If, therefore, [ authority and power to do so, intend that

upernatural faith is to save me, is to
save us all, the testimony above all
upon which my faith must be based, and
the guarantee for the truth of the asser-
tion, must necessarily be supernatural.

the law ehould spread throughout
whole domain of their authority, and

one ratute divine, in one Godhead, there-
fore the God Mao, cousrquently eternal
truth, « te nal veracity,  Aud what mean-
ing, jray, did He attach to this terrible
sentener 1 Lasten to the interpretation
whicn the chawpion of the faith, who
himself declares 1hat he received the
mea i g of these words from the lips of
Jesu« Chist inmself that spoke them,
St. Paul tells us, writing to the Hebrews,
chap. 11, v. 6, that “without faith it is
impossible 10 please God.”  The words
therefore as interpreted by St. Paul bhim-
gelf, and which iuterpretation he received
from the fountain-head of truth, of eter-
nal veracity, Je-us Christ the Son of God,
j8 simply this, that if a man does not be-
lieve, it he hath not faith, he is, because
of this waut and ab-ence of faith, doomed,
gentenced, 1o eternal perdition. I am
address ng Christans, I am speaking to
Catholics. Hence I must take forgranted
that you as Christiaus, not to say as Cath-
olics, do acerpt this eternal doctrine, that
faith is necessary unto salvation. 1 am
addressing Catholics above all, therefore
did [ prove to you that faith is necessary
unto salvation, | would be offering an in-
sult to your sense of Christianity, where
one and all would be jusified in rising
and saying, “hold on; do uot proceed any
further 1n abasiug our convictions, for we
firmly believe, as we must if we would be
Christians, vot to say Catholics, that faith
is absolutely necessary unto salvation.”
And so 1t was from the very beginning.
Faith was necessary in the old law, as well
as in the new dispeusstion; in fact, faith
was so necessary that it formed the pri-
mary and esseutial part of religion, the
very basis of religion among the people
of God. Outside of the faith in God,

And how can it be supernatural unless
divine? It follows therefore that divine
faith, and divine faith alone, can save my
soul and willsave my soul. Secondly, the
object of my faith, if it is to be super-
natural and saving, must be divine. The
assent of the mind to the object of faith
must proceed from a divine operatior,
from a divine influence, Thirdly, the
argument upon which my assent of the
mind to the object of faith is based must
be divine. If my faith therefore rests
upon any other foundation save a divine
foundation, it cannot and will not lead
me to God, and therefore will not be
pleasing to God, will therefore not save
me but condemn me. Hence the Church
in her Catholic theology defines faith to
be “a supernatural virtue or gift of God,
by which we believe all that God has re-
vealed and Holy Church proposes to our
belief.” Faith, having three qualities,
three necessary characteristics, first, the
object to be believed, which we call in
Catholic language, in the words of theology,
dogmas or articles of faith : they must
necessarily exist first and foremost, for
how can a man believe if there is nothing
to be believed ? If there is nothing to be
believed, it amounts to nothing else but
imagination or sentiment, The object, if
my faith is to be saving and divine, to be
believed in must necessarily be a divine
object, an object of faith, one therefore
not coming irom man, not having its
origin in the mind of man, in the imagina-
tion of man. No, or else it is not divine,
but an object having its source and its
foundation in God, in the mind of God.
Therefore the objeet of saving faith
must be of divine essence, of
divine character, therefore must be
a revealed truth, must come from

stands to reason,

Why shoufd not

all right and justice, and law-making,
the laws of God? Why should not
faith and the laws of His faith last fo
times, spread and extend throughout
entire world, and have their sanction

Why not? Did not Jesus Christ ¢
down from heaven for the salvation o

certain number of human beings.
forbid !

ber? Did He not say that the

therefore the faith of Christ Jesus,
faith in His revealed doctrines, in
his teachings, was to be saving
all men, consequently if it was to be

unto the consummation of time, unto
end of time, in a word,
nations. It had to extend unto

nations in its veracity,

oneness, in its indivisability .

every other injunction, every other prac-

tice, was but a type, a ceremony, yet

sanctioned by the law of God, of heaven, |
as necessary. Faith, however, was absol-
utely, positively, necessary, and hence
Abraham said that he was justified, not
by ceremony, not by rite, but he was
justified by faith, Hence the patriarchs,
the prophets of old, were aved by faith,
Hence did they also preach the necessity
of faith, If the new dispensation, as St.
Paul tells us, the new law, was to be, not
the destruction or the annihilation of the
old, but the perfection, does it not imme-
diately follow that if faith was, in the old
law, absolutely necessary to please God,
that it would have to be absolutely neces-
sary in the mew law. Accordingly did
the Lord God of heaven and earth make

faith the very foundation of the great
structure of His church, that He designed
by His infinite wisdom, and built by His
powerful arm. Hence did He make the
foundations of His church solid, unwaver-
ing, unflinching, like unto a rock, “and I
shall build my church,” said He, “upon a
rock.” Andso firm was that rock to be, so
indomitable,so unwayering, so unflinching,
that the very gates of hell, the powers of
Satan—Ilet alone the powers of man—shall
not be able to prevail against that church.
Hence St. Chrysostom says that “faith is
the foundation of religion,” And the
Council of Trent inits 111th session, chap.
6, paragraph 6, says that “faith is the root
and the beginning of all justification.”
The whole Christian world believes in
this doctrine, taking faith for the founda-
tion of religion, so that without faith
there can be no such thing as religion.
Well, dearly beloved Christians, what is
this faith,what must it necessarily be ?Faith
in general is the assent of the mind to &
truth made known—revealed. That is
what we understand by faith or belief in
eneral. Hence faith in general must
ave three properties, Itmustin general
be subjective or objective—there must be
an object, a thing to be believed, that is,
presented to the mind—a fact therefore.
Secondly, there must be an assent, a sub-
mission, of the intellect, of the faculty
of believing, to the truth of the existence
of the object of faith. Thirdly, there must
necessarily be an argument, by which and
through which this object of faith or
belief—the fact we believe—is presented to
the mind in believing. These three pro-
perties or characteristics of faith areso
necessary, that without them or without
any one of them faith would be a mere
chimera, there could be no such thing as
faith, as belief. Hence if faith is to save
us, is to bring us to God, and, by bring-
ing us to Ilim,to our supernatural deat_m{,
for which all men are created, certainly
that faith, like all faith, must necessarily
have these three essentially necessary
characteristics.

of the belief to be accepted as true.

But what must be the faith that is to
lead us to God——saving faith? What must
it necessarily be ? Saving faith must ne-
cessarily be supernatural—it stands to
reason, The means must be proportioned
to the end. So for every order of things.
Since the end that is to be reached by
faith unto salvation is necessarily of &
supernatural order, it follows that the
faith that is to save us must necessarily be
supernatural. Nothing can transcend its

There must be an object
to be believed in; there must be that assent
of the mind cn the part of the believer,
and there must be a testimony for the
belief, furnishing the object of belief and
guaranteeing for the truth of the ohject

God, must be sent by God unto man in
this world, must therefore necessarily be
an article of faith, of divine origin. And
that is what we call a dogma. Secondly,
the assent given by the mind to this article
of faith must be of a divine character,
mnust necessarily be of a divine influence
exercised upon the mind. The mind, by
this divine power and influence, must be
enabled to give its consent and its submis-
sion to this revealed truth of God. And
that is what we call the “supernatural
virtue of faith, the gift of God.” No man
can give supernatural faith to himself,
because man cannot go beyond his powers,
Manp is finite; therefore if man is to possess
supernatural faith, that supernatural gift
of faith or divine faith, it must come from
God. Hence the Council of Trent teaches,
and the Church in her theology, that faith
is a virtue infused in holy baptism.
Thirdly, the testimony that furnishes
me with the object of faith, and which
necessarily obliges me to accept that
article of faith, must also, and above all,
and most necessarily, be divine. Therefore
God himself and God alone, must furnish
the objects of faith, authorise, teach them,
communicate them to the world, unto all
men. We therefore understand the reason
why God—in His economy of the world,

laces,

day, Christ to-day, and Christ at al
or he had necessarily to make certain

same, at all times, in all places, and u
all circumstances.
such provisions, which He could do

that self-same organic
necessary authority, with the
sary power, the self-same authority,

by which He established the faith in the
world, faith that was to please God, to
make man to please God, and to lead man
to his supernatural eternal destiny—sent
His only begotten Son Jesus Christ down
into this world as the Redeemer of man-
kind. We now understand why He, this
messenger, this herald of the heavenly
Father, said that He was the light of the
world, that He was the way and the truth,
the light that was to illumine the world
and dispel the darkness that had en-
shrouded the world, the way that was to
lead men, lighted up by this light of the
faith,unto %is eternal supernatural destiny,
and the truth that was to make the light

this he did by establishing a church,

established for the ca.n'yin§out, fo
execution—mind you, at al
people, for all nations, under all cir

that organic body?
teaching body of the church.

dent.

man walking on this way could not, and { T
in the history of the life and actio

would not err, as God, the eternal truth,
could not deceive or be deceived. The
whole Christian world believes in this
advent or coming of the Redeemer, of the
Saviour of mankind into this world.
Deny it, and you deny the fact of the i ]
redemption, deny the fact of redemption, | from my heavenly Father 1 give
and you deny the fact of the justification, | you.” ~He had to do that, He was
and deny the fact of justification, and you
deny all possibility of man’s salvation ; for
how can man be saved without God?
Hence redemption as well as justification
was necessary, and since redem%tion and
justification could not be brought except
by God, it follows that a God.man had
to come down into this world, and to
preach the faith to reveal what man had
to believe unto salvation, and whatman had
to do unto salvation, I need not tell you
that human reason, by its own rational
light, could not invent or excogitate
such things necessary to be believed unto
salvation, for how can anything supernat- 0
ural arise from a natural power, from a fulfil that trust. Hence He said
patural source ? Hence did the pagansof | power is given to me in heaven a
old, seeking by the mere lamp of reason | earth,” because 1 am God.
_a way, amethod of serving thesupreme
being, which supreme being they always
consdered, always regarded to be of a
supernataral order, fall into so many
absurdities and contradictions ;so that the

agan worship amounted radically to
Howmight idolatry. They took for God
what reason itself would and did but
create, as having no_divine nature, no
divine power, and no divine reason, rocks,

and His apostles, He chose twelve

legate to any part of his dominion,

Father sent Him to carry out the d

What power did
power. Consequently if Christ Jes
give the
apostles, they had to receive that
power, and they bad toreceive that

execution of a divine office.  Hen

religion worthy of God and worthy of
The organ, the agent, the messen-
ger which God uul)luyml for the revela-

believed

not, then the whole Christian dispensation,

is a fact, accepted by the Christian world,

world and did reveal to the world what
the world had to believe in order to be
saved, and did exact from all men faith,

belief of God and in Him, this faith or
this object and article of faith had neces-

the law should be respected by all, should
be observed by all, for the welfare of the
community ; and that the law should last
throughout the entire domain so long as
the end 2nd objects, the necessities and cir-
cumstances, that cailed for the law last. It

same principle, that lies at the bottom of

law-giving, hold good for the eternal laws,

their force and power among all men?

men, not as Calvin says:—only for a

Did He not Himself say, that He
came into this world to save all, not only
a few, not only a chosen select num-

dispensation, the new law, should extend | a8
unto all nations and last for all times? 1f

revealed truths, the faith in His word, in

ing for all men, it had to'last, it had to ex-
tend not only to all men but unto all times,

therefore, if
man isto be saved by faith in Christ Jesus,
by believing in Him andin His holy
truths, it follows that His faith was to last
unto the end of time, to extend unto all

in its unity,
in its universality, i itsdivinity. It had to
extend to all nations in its unity, in its
It had to
last and to extend itself unto all natione,
the self-same, one ard the same, unchang-
ing, unaltering, just as its source is un-
changing and unaltering under all circnm-
stances, as well as in all times and in all
If then, the faith of Christ—sav-
ing faith—had to last unto the consumma-
tion of time, had to be extended unto all
nations, and had to remain one and the
same under all circumstances, it follows
that either Christ himself had to remain
in this world and spread the faith unto
all men by teaching unto all men, and to
preserve that faith intact, in all truth, the
self-same as He himself is, Christ {ester-

times,

visions by whichfthe faith would be spread,
preserved and upheld intact, one and the

If he had to make

by establishing and furnishing a corporal
organization, a corporate body of men, if
He could do that by ome only agent and
engine, it was necessary that He should
choose, appoint, authorize and empower
body with the
neces-

the eelf-same power, which He possessed
for the execution of the end for which He
was sent by His Heavenly Father down to
to this‘world. And this is just what the
Lord and Saviour of the world did, for
that was precisely the object and end for
which He had come into tkis world: and

what do we  call that church which He
times, for all

stances, unto the consummation of time—
what do we call that factor or that agency,
We call that the
It is in the
Church what the senate is in the state. It
is in the Church what in Canada would be
the ministers, the members, they having
necessarily at their head a Premier, as
and the way infallibly certain, so that | you call it here, or, in the States, a presi-
He chose these men, as we are told,

our Lord, and the history ot His church

and he called these twelve men apostles,
and He gave to these twelve men power.
“The same power which I have received

pelled to do that just as the Premier of
the Dominion, sending a member as a

ambassador, must necessarily, reasonably,
furnish that legate, that ambassador, with
the necessary power and authority for
negotiating, whatsoever it is. And, there-
fore, did the Lord himself say “As the
Father hath sent me, so I send you.” As
the Father hath sent me! Not only had the

of the heavenly Father upon the earth, the
salvation of mankind ; but as the Father
hath sent also with the necessary power
and authority to carry out that office, to

Therefore the
same power that I Y‘mﬂcﬁ I give to you.
[e possess? Divine

self-sarne power over to the

he say to them, “Go ye therefore and
teach all nations,” and teach all nations ! | Christ,

rea-
and
w, &

“baptising them in the name of the Father
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
“Go ye therefore,”” a divine command
given for the carrying out of a divine
object or office, What isit? “Teach all
nations,”” Teach what ! Teach their own
opinions ; teach their own ideas ; teach
systeme, theories, taken from a book
rnal | all ready-made ; teach the world through
1f | a book or the book whatever you may,
as if the book came from heaven, as if the
ian- | book came from God ? Teach them what 1
e of | What I have written or what you shall

It | write, or what the Spirit of Giod will dic-
tate or inspire you to write! By mo
means, Teach what? “Go and teach all
nations whatsoever I have taught you,”
How ? DBy writing a book ? by writing a
bible? Jesus Christ never wrote one word
of the bible, nor did all the apostles write
all the epistles of the bible, only a few of
ed.” | them. How? By geing about. Whatso-
o be | ever I have taught you, by telling you, by
the | preaching to you. Therefore did St.
>aul say, what I preach is not my own
doctrine ; it is the doctrine that I have re-
the | ceived from the lips, from the mouth, of
eternal truth, Jesus Christ.  “Go ye and
teach all nations’” as I have done, How
did Jesus Christ teach? By the bible?
Did He spread bibles ? Did he institute
the | bible societies, tract societies ? Did He tell
that | His apostles to do so, to spread the bible,
to read the bible ? Prove to methat Christ
ever told the apostles to write the bible?
How did He tell them to spread the Word
of God, to teach the Word of God? By
word of mouth, “And whatsoever 1 have
taught you.” And how were they to
the | preach it { as human beings ? by virtue of
their own authority ? as their own mental
productions ? as their own excogitations?
as something that their minds invent to-
His | day and reject to-morrow, as a something

s of

true
this

“he

and

There was not necessity therefore that
they should make doctrines. These doc-
trines of the church were a settled fact
from the very beginning, The church,
therefore, in defining, by a council, by
her infallible authority, which is divine
and necessary in the church, does not
make a new doctrine, and much less, un
make a doctrine: the church merely
defines, that is enforces, what has heen
a doctrine, believed from the very begin
ning ; what the church always has taught
and what the faithful always have believed;
what at all times and in all places and
under all circumstances was transmitted
by divine approbation, coming from the |
lips of Jesus Christ, communicated to the
ears of the apostles, communicated from
them, by their mouths, unto others, and
thus handed down throangh the unbroken
succession of a heirarchy established by |
Jesus Christ, in an unbroken succession
downwards, always one, always the same,
as Christ is the same yesterday, to-day,
and forever. Prove to me therefore that |
the Catholic church ever, at any period of
her existence, invented, preached, a dogma |
differently from that which Jesus Christ
taught her, and gave to her apostlos to |
teach, then I say, you have suceceded in |
undermining, in overthrowing, the yrand
est structure that ever existed in this
world from the very beginning: that has
withstood the assaults of men of greater
genius, of greater powers, than your ge- |
nius can ever devise. Hence the church,
the teaching body of the church, having
received from Jesus Christ the deposit of
faith—the dogmas, and necessarily with
it the power, the authority to teach, aud |
which power and authority had neces
sarily to be the self-same that Jesus ( ‘hirist
possessed : it follows that the faithful, the |

r all | that can be told to one class of people, to
the | one audience, as divine doctrine, and to
and | another audience as not divine doctrine ?
Whatsoever 1 have taught you, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  What
doesthat mean, in the name of ? It means
in the place of, therefore with the power,
and at the command of.  “I send you as
the Father hath sent me,” by the power of
God, in the place of God, instead of God,
therefore as the ambaseadors of God,
ambassadors of  Christ, as
having power from God, a divine power.
the | Therefore did St. Paul say “Christ speak-
His | eth through me,” the Holy Ghost uses my

mouth for the purpose of teaching you
for | what you have to bcllieve and I have re-
sav- | ceived from Jesus Christ unto your soul’s
salvation.

Hence, denrlf' beloved Christians, these
the | men, the apostles, form what we, reason-
ably and logically call, the teaching body
of the church, and were necessarily to be
the representatives of Jesus Christ, the
vicegerents of the Son of God upon earth,
mind you, in that capacity, and not outside
all | that capacity. If, therefore, these were
chosen, appointed, and empowered, to
fulfil this sublime, glorious, supernatural,
divine office, at the command of God him-
self, certainly, my beloved Christians, it
follows, as Jesus Christ tells us, that they,
speaking nothing else and teaching noth-
ing else but God’s doctrines, had to be,
at the same time, the representatives of
God himself, in that ca];]ucity as apostles
had to be accepted as such, and their word
believed in assuch, Therefore what is the
church of Jesus Christ? It is, as Dr.
Brownson—a great convert to the church
—very strikingly defines it, “the church,”
he ia speaking of the teaching body of the
church—the college of the apostles, “the
church is the personification of Christ
himself, and the doctrines, and the laws, of
the church are the embodiments of (iod’s
own mind, of God’s own will, of God’s
own commandments,”  Therefore the
church is not a human institution, Prove
to me that the church, in her dogmas, in
her dogmatical law, and in her moral
code, is & human invention :—I say down
with the church; the sooner the better!
Prove to me that, if you admit that the
church is necessarily, and must necessarily
be, a divine institution, the different
institutions in the church—the sacra-
ments are human inventions not neces-
sary. for the salvation of a man’s soul,
then that church is not of a_divine char-
acter, is a farce, is an imposition !

The church is human in so far as the
agents whom God chose—the apostles
and their successors, and the faithful who
are to form the hearing body of the church
—are human. The church is human in so
far as the head of the church is & human
being, and therefore possessed of human
frailties and inclinations; he is one of the
faithful. The church is of a human ele-
ment in so far as the material that God
used for the formation of the exterior
body of the church, Granted, yes, cer-
tainly ; and unfortunately only too much
of humanity is in that element. But at
the same time the church is a divine in-
stitution in so far as its organic character
and nature is concerned, necessary for the
carrying out the grand object and end for
which 1t was created. Hence the doc-
tiines of the church, the moral code of
the church, if divine, must necessarily be,
unto man’s salvation, of divine elements,
And here it is precisely that many non-
Catholics make a mistake in judging the

ome

f all

God

new

pro-

uder

but

and

And
r the

cum-

ns of

men,

unto
com-

as an

God, disregarding thereby all dogma

in the church.

institution, necessarily so, If human

esigns

authorized and ~empowered body o

: “All
nd on
my dear people, the apostles and thei

dogma—an article

us did | had to un-make it.

divine
divine
ce did

doctrine,

They were given to the apostle

church. They know not to distinguish
the human element from the divine ele-
ment. They imagine that the church
consists of nothing else but an aggregation
of human beings : having no higher ele-
ment, proceeding, prevailing over them,
actuating them, than a mere human, than
a mere physical, than a mere animal. And
they think religion and faith consists in a
general notion, in a kind of latitud-
inarianism, in a general opinion about
)
the necessity of a corporate organization
The church is a divine

what authority has it, what sanctity?
Well then, it is in ths divinely consti-
tuted, and divinely organized, and divinely

teachers in the church, that Jesus Christ
has entrusted what St. Paul calls “the
deposit of faith”’—the articles of faith—
the dogmas to be believed. Therefore,

successors had no more right to make a
of faith—than they

And consequently,
no Pope, ever 80 learned, ever go enlight-
ened, at the head of a council of hun.
dreds of thousands of bishops, had a right
power necestarily to carry out, for the | to make or to unmake any dogma, any
The doctrines of the church,
the articles of faith came from Jesus

followers of Christ, those who would b [
members of the church of Christ, of the |
one holy saving faith of Christ, have to ‘
believe implicitly, docilly, submissively, |
in every one of these dogmas and doc ‘
trines, the doctrines of Jesus Christ him- |
self. For said the Lord, “As the Father

hath sent me, I send you with the same

power and authority that I possess, “Ile |
that heareth you, heareth me: and he |
that despiseth you, despiseth me, and he ‘
that despiseth me, despiseth Him that sent
me.” 1 would like to know what people
who read the bible say to this! There ‘
fore, as St. Paul teaches, Christ speaketh |
through him. Listening therefore to the |
apostlesis listening to Jesus Christ. Notto |
listen to the teaching of this organic body

of Jesus Christ, is to refuse to listen to
Jesus Christ and Iis doctrines: and to
refuse to listen to the doctrines of Jesus
Christ, which is to despise Him, is to des
pise God himself. “He that despiseth
me, despiseth Him that sent me
Therefore “if any man will not hear the
church, let him be to thee,”—Tle was
speaking to the apostles, let him be to
you apostles, therefore to you who are the
church teaching, “iet him be to thee as a
heathen and a publican,” that is an out

cast, as not a member of the church

Hence if I believe in the bible, if T believe
in christianity, if I believe in the church,
I must necessarily believe that the doc

trines of Jesus Christ cannot bea b ok.
I must seek them by the medium of that
agency which Jesus Christ has appointed
—His apostles. For He has said, “He
that heareth you heareth me.” He did
not say, “He that readeth the bible hear

eth me.,” What then is Catholic faith ll
Catholic faith, as I told you, “faithis a
supernatural virtue or gift of God, by
which we Dbelieve all that God
has revealed and holy chuich proposes to
our belief.” Therefore faith, according
to this definition, must come from Guod,
Those therefore who have not the faith,
and who would have it, the true saving
faith, must pray for it to God, because it
is a gift of God. It is themost precivus of
God’s gifts,. Why! Beeause it is the gift
of gifts, without which nothing can be
pleasing to God. All the great minds of
the United States, of England, of Germany,
who have been converted, and who are
acquisitions to the church, and form the
best of our Catholics, tell us that they
prayed to God that He would lead them
in the right road and give them the true
faith. 'I'herefore Catholics, you who have
received this heavenly boon, should res-

pect it, eteem it, fight and die
for it, as never to contamin
ate it by the breath of heresy, a id much

less of infidelity. It is a gift of
God, it is from God, therefore beyond
our understanding ; therefore a mystery.
And if it were not a mystery, it would
not be an article of faith ; and if not an
article of faith, it could not be accepted.
If by a process of reasoning, by a putting
together of things, we arrive at a certain
conclusion, or by analysis arrive at thein-
consistency, and the contradistion, and
the absurdity, then I say it would not be
an article of faith, because an article of
faith, to be such, of a divine source, must
necessarily go beyond the reach of man’s
understanding, because an article of faith
is not that which I can take cognizance of
by my reason, no, it is an object which 1
must accept by the assent of my judgment
and the submission of my reason,
Therefore why do I accept the doctrine
that Jesus Christ is in the Blessed Sacra-
ment under the appearance of bread?
Because 1 can understand it? Who can
understand it? Who can grasp it? 1f 1
could understand it,if I could understand
that it really is so, it would not be an ob-
ject of faith; it would be an object of
knowledge, of experience.  Therefore,
says St Paul, Faith 1s the foundation
of things that are not seen, but that are to
be hoped for, to be believed in.” Why
do I say that lamp is a Jamp? Decause
I believe it ! Because I know it. How
do I know it? DBy the perception of my
senses, and by the knowledge that I have
of it, by the fact that it iz a lamp, and so
for every other dogma, ‘Therefore faith,
true, supernatural, divine faith, admits of
no doubt, admits of no suspicion, admits
of no cavil, admits of no reasoning, Noj;
the moment the church says, “this is a
dogma, this is an article of faith,” I must
bow my head, ever so stiff, ever so proud,
to that living, moving, guiding, embodied
personification of Christ Jesus, Christ
r | exacting my submission, Christ demand-
ing my obedience, Chirist placing the yoke
of faith upon my neck. I only adoring
my God, my God speaking,
soning, faith, submission, worship, adora-
tion, due to God, to God alone. Sec-

]

f

that” Glod has revealed,

s. | such a dogma,

| exception, I

| wite of the este

my God rea- ‘

ondly, the Catholic Church embraces all
Therefore, if 1
would be a Catholic, a child of the church,
I am not allowed to receive only such and
No; every one without

ras St. James says, “If I
deny o e doctine, T make myself gailty
of all” B 1 doctrine

eeanse ot comes
from the same source, and rests upon the
satne wuthority I'hirdly, what the

chureh p op
Church 1y

v my beliof; beeause the
but Jesus Christ

nothing else

teaching, Jesus Christ guiding, Jesus
Chest jastifying, saving my soul.  Amen.
. o
A BIRIHDAY GREETING AT
(LR ER Y
Chatham, N, B, World, April 10
Diag Sin e young ladies of the

Grudu ting Class of the convent of La
Congregation de Notre Dame, Gloucester
city, gave 4 very pleasing
liti e entertaiment on the evening ol
Thursdy, drtinstant, I'he oceasion was
the natal day of Mrs. K. F, Buarns, the
med and popular repre-
sentative of Gloucester Co,, who is here
presently with her husband, and whose
many acts of kindness to the reverend
sisters of the Congregation of Our Lady,
whose 1 hins at one time or other been
cast in Bathurst and Bathurst Viliage,
and I nll-'cllul) One Who s now ;nnnnngﬂ(,

street, tn this

their teachers here, are not unkuown to
them., Henoo o their desire to make
ackoowledgment ol these  many

kindnesses to the good lady in person;
and the manner they ok of doing so
was in the shape of a literary and musi-
cal entertatoment  and  floral  oflering,
Phe scanee took place i the large Distri-
bution Hall of the convent,  lmmedi-
ately i tront ol the dals was placed an
arm-chair, which was occupted by Murs,
Durns, and ade and around
her were Mr. Buins and other friends,
among your correspondent  was
fortunate enough to find himselt, Where
everything passe L ofl in such an a foir=
able manoer it would be a hard task
to eriticize. 1 cannot help,  however,
thanking the reverend ladies for thewr
Kindness i atlording me the opportinity
of spending oue ol the pleasantest
that it has been my lot to do
for a long 'im wd with your kind
permission | would fam attem,t to con-
vey an idea of 1t to your many  readers,
Ihe following 15 a copy of the programme
of the ocension

“A Birthday Grecting to Our Mother’s

I'riend.”

Congregation de Notre | ame, Ottawa,
Srd Aprily 1884
Instrumental music on 6 pianos,

“A Word of Welcome.”

Voeal Solo—Esmeralda,” Miss Martin,
Reading —“How Happy I'll be,” Miss

Vosburg
Pragment
Lady "
[righ Airs on Harp and Piano.
Realing—*I'he Weaver,” Miss Brannen,
Voenl Medloy—\Niss Brannen,
[nstrnmental music on 4 pianos (6 hands
each) and harp.

e ether

whom

evening

_“The Sentimental  Young

Solo and Chorus

y
Nide

“Look on the Bright
“lowers and Wishes,”

The latter item consisted in a short
address from one of the pupils, breath-
ing the “hearttelt wishes of Furmly and
of Frivnds for many, many happy returns
of the Day,” followed by the presenta
tion of & beautiful bouquet of natural
flowers by little “Lena” Burns to her
mother, and of a beautiful “huttonhole”
by sweet, self-possessed little “(eorgie”
to her father, who, in a few hearty and
well.chosen words, returned thanks to
the charming young ladies and also to
their reverend teachers for the honor
done to Mrs. Burns and through her to
himself. In conversation the good nuns
apologized—as if apology were necessary
—for the paucity of the entertainment,
and alleged that the fact ot the occurrence
of Mrs. Burns’ birthday having only come
to their knowledge, quite accidentally,
within the preceding forty-eight hours,
was the reason that more had not been
done in honor of one upon whom they
evidently look as a generous benefac-
tress. I'hese few hurried lines would be
incomplete were | to omit mentioning
that the concert was “presided” over by
the “rose bud” of the convent, sweet
little “I?et” Dunn (a mite ol about three
years of age), who, perched in her high-
chair on the daig, comported herself with
all the dignity ol a mature young lady. 1
had almost forgotten to say that a beau-
tifully worked fambrequin was also pre-
gented to Mrs. Burns as a souvenir of
her visit to the capital.  Yours truly,

Branyai,
Ottawa, 41th April; 1584,
S —

MR, WILLIAM LOGUE.

We noticed in a late issue an address
and presentation made Mr. William Logue,
ex-Mayor of Onslow, by the public of
Pontiac village. We have now much
pleasure in publishing the address offered
him by the people of Quio, through their
respected Mayor, Joseph Amm, Ksq. The
present consisted of a magunificent silver-
headed cane with suitable engraving

To WM. Loauk, Esq, Quyon,—DEAR
SiR :—Hearing of your intended depar-
ture from among us, we, a few of your
many friends, take this opportunity to
present you with this address and small
present, hoping you will accept them, not
for their intrinsic value, but as a token
of our deep appreciation of your many
excellent qualities,

\ The deep interest that you, asa public
and as a private individual, have taken

\ in the affairs of our town, will not easily
| be forgotten, and while regretting your
“ departure from vur midst, it will be very
gratifying to usif a wider field of enter-
prise and us fulness in your new home be
your lot.

You, and your estimable lady, carry with
| you our good wishes, and we trust that
“ both of you may enjoy many years of
| health and happiness.
| Signed on behalf of your many friends-
Joseph Amm, F. D, Astley, M. D.; Patrick
‘ Clarke, James Kirwan,John A, McAdam,
| C. Turpain,

- coe 3

The “Peter’s Pence” collection in the
diocese of Hartford, Conn,, which was
recently taken up in all the churches
| throughout the diocese, which embraces
the whole State of Connecticut, amounted
to 6,397,

Mrs. Fox, formerly of Auckland, New
Zealand, now of 'Tottenham, near London,
is under instruction preparatory to her
reception into the Catholic Church. She
has been a distinguished Quakevess.
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