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@ mind ; and, as it tells the story better
than I could do, I will repeat it verba-
tim,

‘¢ [ put up my fervent prayers to the
gods to send us relief,” the Kmperor
wrote ; * but the gods were deaf.
knew there weremany Christians in the
army, and, all other means failing, I
ealled them around me, and ¢« mmanded

their God in our be-
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self should be lost did I venture to pene
trate too far into its mysterious involu-

tem has been the sedative that saved
me irom all agitation of mind,
sidious entanglements in the meshes of |

tered.

“It is a labyrinth!” exclaimed

fabian, with a smile strangely unlike

“a labyrinth in which I my-

ions. But, swhile the pursuit has had
ts own peculiar interest, I’yrrho’s sys-

and in- |

he sophistical beliefs I have encoun-

Sacred indeed, my Nemesius, |

vemarkable things my lebrew friend
related to me concerning the founding
of the kingdom of Judea—the glory of
its theocracy, the wisdom of its judges,
the splendor of the great Temple at
Jerusalem, where their Supreme Deity |
held converse with the high-priests; ol | RAISING THE VERY DEAD T0 ‘
the warlike and undaunted character of
the people; and, overshadowing all,
supporting, defending all, the Omnipo
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and presc
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than political wisdom ; and, notwith-
stunding, if [ remember, many Chris-
tians soffered under his reign,” replied
Nemosias.,

« Whatever his motive, the wisdom
was in the act. Yes : the fires of wrath
were again kindled through the vio
lence of his colleague in the Empire
Verus ; and being the last of the five
good emperors, his son Commodus re-
newed the bloody work, which has been
going on, with little cessation, ever
since,’” Fabian answered, as he inhaled
the fragrance of a handful of violets he
had plucked from an interstico in the
root of the old tree against which he
leaned, then tossed them away.

¢ It has always been the poliey of
Rome not to interfere with the national
religion of any of the peoples she con-
¢qaers, but the Christians were merely
a seet in Judea, where they originated.
There they were suspected, and not |
tolerated ; for then, and ever since, |
wherever they may be, they have prac-
tised their rites in and have
acted like conspirators united by a
terrible oath to accomplish a distinet
purpose, It is known that they pre-
diet the overthrow of the gods, threat-
en the Roman power with destruetion,
and proclaim their allegiance to a King
Who, they claim, will bring the whole
His sceptre. They are
wonder-workers : I have seen strange
things myself ; but it is weoll known that
they are versed in the deepest myster-

secrot,

carth under

over all else; and that is, the religious
aspect of the world, which is governed
by two antagonistic systems—the first
polytheistie, powerful, extensive, :nnd\
swaying the greater part of mankind ;
the second a small minority, consisting
of Jews and Christians, who acknowl-
edge and adore only one Supreme God,
Whom they assert to be the Creator of
all things.

“This small antithetical element,”
Fabian went on, ** might be despised as
a contemptible foe too weak to do mis-
chief, were it not for certain remark-
able predietions of divine inspiration—in
the truth of which they implicitly be-
lieve—ol a great, mysterious Power
that will one day arise amoug them,
Who will not only overthrow and destroy
the ancient order of things, but bring
the whole world under Iis dominion., 1
had always known in a vague way, from
gleaning among old volumes, that some
sach predictions have existed from the \

remotest times ; but our modern con-
quests, which have brought us in nearer |
relations with the Jews, and the Christ-
ians who are derived from them, have
revived these dimly foreshadowed ‘
propheeios in a more definite manner ;
and [ resolved to make an effort to as-
certain if they were founded on super-
stitious illusions, or owed their origin
to the secret theurgic schools in Egypt,
or to a theosophy more exaited but
dimly understood. I considered that
the time devoted to the elucidation of

ies of magic, and practise their arts to

delude the people,” said Nemesius,

firmly convinced ol the truth of all he
\

charges
“and

gome of the
replied Fabian ;

“ Those are

against them,

there may be a shadow of truth in
them. All creeds have a mysterious,
psoteric language,

that, from their point ol

view, are too sacred for the profane
oye. Dut it has s ymoetimes occurred to
me that the very fuct of the Rowan Fm-

government, will
the diffusion of
)

pire, and its unity ol
factor in

for, as

bo a yreat

Christianity ; some one-—wh

to have faith in his own convic

o0

tions--asserts, it is not only a compuls
nwy emblage of polytheistic nations,
but its construction is particularly fav
ywable to the proselyting system of

Christianity, in affording it a vast and
compact united opera
tions against polytheism, which it is
rosolved  to  supersede and destroy.
I'his, 1 must confess, gives to the sup
posed designs of the new sect an im-
portanco out of all proportion to ox-
isting facts.

 However, my Nemesius,”" Fabian
went on, ** [ speak only as an impartial
observer. 1 have studied without
adopting the opinions of tho systems
taught by various philosophers of note,
being espeeially attracted by those who
inculeated belief in a great First
Cause, a Supreme God, such as Thales,
Plato, and Socrates declared in sub-
lime sentences. But a belief, to be
perfect, must be consisted and coher-
ent ; and I should have been carried
away by their grand conceptions had
{ not obsorved, in time, that they did
not give a supreme worship to this
Supreme Deity of Whom they wrote
such golden sentonces, but still offered
prayer and gacrifice to the gods.
When I read the last grand utterances
of Soerates, it was with bated breath ;
every faculty of my mind was elevated
40 his own divine heights, until, hold-
ing the poisoned cup to his lips, he
said, as with his last breath : * Sacri-
Ace for me a black cock to Jsculapius.’
It was like a falling star—a bright trail
of splendor across the heavens— then
darkness !

‘ After

surface for its

that I determined to dis-

by which they veil \
|

surb my mind no more wWith abstract

peace of the world and the higher in-
terests of mankind, would be well spent,
and my thirst for intormation be also
gratified. I might fall
aspirations—I counted on that—bunt I

knew I should gain much that was in-

teresting by the way.

“In pursuit of my object, I went to
Judea, bearing a letter of introduction
from a mutual friend to the Roman
Governor at Jerusalem, which explained |
that I was in of information ve- l
lating to theancient history of the coun-
try, which would be greatly |:u'|\i(.\iml§
by an acquaintance with some Hebrew
of learning. 1 most cordially re-
coived and treated with elegant hos-
pitality by the Governor, who intro
duced me to an edile, a learned Jew
one of the few who held oftice under the
imperial authority. With a natural
doubt of the purpose of my inquiries,
knowing me to be a Roman ol rank, he
was at first, although courteous, very
reserved ; but placed in my hands some
historie serolls written by one Flavius
Josephus (a Jewish prince of the As-
monmwan family), in which he said I
would find matters of interest connected
with my researches.

“ Later on, seomingly convinced that
I had nothing sinister in view, the edile
unbent, disclosing, as through the open
door of a shrine, the deathless glow of
a sacred passion for his faith. He told
mo many wonderful things concerning
the omnipotence of the Supreme God of
his belief in behalf of His people Israel
—as he expressed it — meaning the
Jows. He related with dramatic olo
quence how this Almighty One had
scourged Egypt with frightful plagues
for the deliverance of Israel from tho
oppressive tyranny of Menothus, fourth
king of the nineteenth dynasty, (The
Pharaoh) who held them in a captivity
as degrading as it was cruel; and how
at length, under the guidance of a
divinely apvointed leader—one Moses,
an Bgyptian Jew —— he opened a
path through the Red Sea, by which
they escaped, dry shod, towards the
land their God had promised them;
while Menethus and his army of char-
ijots and hovsemen, in hot pursuit,
dashed into the abyss, supposing it to
he as safe for them as for the Israelites,

short ot my

question of such grave import to lhn"
|

quest

was

country ; ‘but only for a time.

Nemesis ; for from that time began then
national misfortunes ending in defeats,
captivity in Babylon, and their dis-
persion. ‘
prosperity under great kings, a period |
of warlike achievements under a great \

Two or three intervals of

general, Judas Maceabeus, raised their
hopes of yet making Judea the ruler of
nations : but theirdecadence had begun
and their,God, although He did not with-
draw Himself from them, interposed no
more miracles, but leit them to their
own

story—their conquest, begun by Pom- | he was the only son of his mother.
pey, ended in their final subjection by | she
Titus.

devices, until—we all know the

“¢Our God had not abandoned us

forever,’ said my friend, after dwell-

calamities of his
He is
the same yesterday, to-day, and forever
and His word never fails. From the
becinning He has promised us One,
Whom, when the time of our sorrow is
accomplished, He will send for the
redemption and glory of Israel.” He
spoke in low, sad tones, his eyes half
closed, and as if forgetful of my pres-
ence.

“This was the touchstone I was in
search of, and I quickly, perhaps
abruptly, asked:

¢ Are there no signs indicated by
which the time of the coming of this
Kxpeeted One may be known?’

¢ Phe time approaches as foretold,’
he briefly answered.

“¢Some say He
peared,’ I suggested.

“ But a leaden reserve closed his lips.
[ saw that he was deeply disturbed,
and when he epoke again, it was to ask
me some question quite foreign to the
subject. After conversing a little
while, I rose to take leave, and thanked
him most cordially for the information
he had imparted in our several inter-
views. I did not see him again, al-
though I went to his house, where 1
learned that he had been called away
from Jerusalem on oflicial business.
Leaving Jerusalem, I journeyed up to
Syria, spent a few days at \ntioeh,
visited Daphne, that old Elysium of the
sonses and passions, where | sought the
Oracle of Apollo, once so famous, but
which, like all the other oracles, has
has been dumb these many years.

“ Leaving Antioch,”  continued
Fabian, **I travelled leisurely in ad-
vance of my retinue, intending to em-
bark at Laodicea, and return to Rome
vin Cyprus and Brundusium. The soft
Syrian air, full of the resinous odors of
cedar and pine, the mountain roads
hordered with wild roses and oleanders,
interspersed with tall white lilies, im-
parted a delicious sensation of repose
favorabln to reflection, and my thoughts
involuntarily reverted to the theme
which had taken such strong possession
of my imagination. I then remembered
that in my conversation with Laban,
of Jerusalem, while he dwelt much
and eloquently on the omnipotence
of his God, and the glories of
Israel, he had made no reference
whatever to the One known as the
¢ Desired of Nations,’ until our flual
conference, as I have related—a reserve
I could not then understand.

 However, I had heard rumors that
the sacred books of the Hebrews con-
tained many distinet predictions relat-
ing to One of royal lineage, Who would
be born of & Virgiu for the regeneration
and glory of mankind, over whom He
would reign ; and that even the time of
His appearance had been computed by
their seers from the remotest days.
But while this had been undoubtedly
their hope and their boast, which the
darkest fate can not extinguish, the
potentates and powers of the world, re-
membering the wonderful manifestations

ing briefly on the

has already ap-

expecting to overtake and reduce them

of their Oumnipotent God in their

every valley. The dust that made the
bod! the living is going down in
every river to the sea. The air is filled
with human suffering. The earth is |
damp with human tears. And little
human feet are stained with graveyard
dust. And men are almost tired of
digging graves for other men. And it
is no use whitening sepulchres, for we
cannot keep away from the dead.

And as Jesus was entering into a
certain city cailed Naim, the dead body
of a young man was brought out.

s of

And
was a widow. Nothing could be
more simple, and at the same time more
artistic, than the Secripture story of
that sad event.
St. Luke was an artist.
that he wrote may well be thought his

masterpiece. If any other man but

such a one were writing of the raising
of the widow's son we might expect
something elaborate. He would tell us
about the sadness of it all. He would
try to prove, perhaps, that it was sad.,

We might expeet him to bring in
flowers, and trees, and singing birds.
We might expect him to put in a back-

ground of some kind or other. We
might expect him to make a picture of
it. And all the world would only see
the artist and his picture. And they
would forget the one and only thing of
any consequence. The dead body of a
young man was brought oat. And he
was the only son of his mother. And
she was a widow. There is no need of
a background for a picture of death.
Kven tbe thing itsell cannot be de-
seribed. Tho words of St. Luke are so
simple that there is no need of any ex

planation. There was only one thing
worth seeing,and he saw it. And that
one thing was the dead body of her
son, and the mother following it to the
grave.

We can go back a few days, if we
wish. We cansee the nights and days
of watching and anxiety. We can see
the farewell kiss from a mother’s lips,
and the last caress of a mother's hand.
Weo can see the last, sad look of recogni-
tion in the eyes of both. The time is
quickly coming. They know it. They
feel it. The time has come. The
eyes are still looking. But they can-
not see even see a mother. The
soul is gone from the lifeless
body. The presence is departed from
the temple. But still she sits in
silent worship, waiting there. ‘' Your
dead shall rise again.’”” ** I know it, in
the judgment on the last day."”” But
Oh !' It is such a long and weary wait-
ing. And there is no one of her own
blood to speak the word ot comfort. If
Jesus Christ of Nazareth were only
passing by ! She did not wish Him to
raise her dead before the time appoint-
ed. But it would be such a sweet and
lasting consolation to hear Him speak
the word of hope. What a perfect
type of Christian motherhood ! Chris-
tian motherhood, the synonym for pati-
ence ! Christian motherhood, the
synonym for resignation ! Waiting
there beside her dead ! Waiting there
in silence! Waiting there like so
many mothers before her time, and
since ! Waiting, as the Mother of
Jesus waited, when the dead body of
her Son was hanging on the cross ! Is
it any wonder that even then, when He
was still so. e distance off, thinking of
the servant of the centurion at Caper-
naum, our Divine Redeemer saw the
lonely mother sitting there in grief,
beside her dead ? Oh! If she had
only known it ! To think that He was
coming, after restoring the servant of
an officer in the imperial army! To
think that He was coming, even then,
to raise the very dead to life in answer
to the silent grief of a mother among
His own people |  And now the multi-
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Tradition tells us that |
The gospel | dearest earthly

i

their religion? Did it | of bring

practice of ¢ men and women back 1

make her cry out in the face ot her | to the sacrament 1€ "
Creator: **Thou art unkind, O God."” | when a great shock is ber y
Did it destroy her faith in the - | nervous system. Therea \on
mighty or in His Only-Begotten Son | nothing is produetive of 3
Oh, no. It was like the visitation later | to the moral system than t! k
on of the same grief in the home of | of death. How many a man w
Mary and Martha. You remember that | that it was the death of a favored child

splendid scene, as Wwe have it in the | that brought him back to his
Seriptures, And what were the effects | Perhaps you can recall this story of a
of her bereavement on the mind and | conversion to the Catholie faith There
heart of the poor, widowed mother ? | was a certain man, and his only child
Did she find fault with the wisdom of | was a little girl, who becar
the Almighty? To do so would be an | with Lier wmother. The wmotl

|

|

|

offence almost punishable with de th | and the heart of the father was
among her people. And there is every | tered against (God, as if He meant to
reason to believe that her attitude was | be unkind, and against the Chureh, as
far from blasphemous. She lost her | if it were responsible. Then the ild

[

friend; and it only | took sick. The friends watched v
brought her nearer to her heavenly | her with anxiety, fearing that uer
Friend., She lost her support and|death would mean the utter destruc-
strength ; and it only made her more | tion of his faith. Day by day the 1

dependent upon the kind providence ot
God. ** Consider the lilies of the field."”
“Not one sparrow falls from Heaven
that your Father is not mindfal of.”
‘i And if God doth so clothe the grass
of the field which is to-day, and to-
morrow is cast into the fire, how much
more you, Oh, you of little faith?"’
These and others of the watchwords of
the faithful were ringing in her ears.
She was consoled with these reflections.
Did her trouble turn her heart away
from our Divine Redeemer, Who was

i ity for a

grew worse ; and then she passed aw
And now began the dreadi 1 lif
loneliness for the father. And
this very loneliness that made k
the company of the dead chi
knew that she was not dead tc
spirit. He told his grief to her.

the death of her mother, many a
had he seen her steal away

charch; and there, before the I
Sacrament, in which she had suc

cere faith, he knew that she had found
the mother once again. It must have
d a surprise to his friends to
going there, and kneel

A Sin-

working miracles in the vi
stranger and a Koman, while her son | see
was dying? N it only gave her a
yet more wonderful faith in the kind-
ness and in the power and in the mercy | heart before. Why did he go there?
of the Saviour. And then, think of the | Because the soul of his little dead
reward for the hope she had in the hour | child was there. She was keeping ¢ m-
of darkness and confusion! To 1 1g and the saints be-

LYoot

him
before the altar of that God againsb

Whom he had been so bitter in Ris

have
aave

s} ¢}
pany wilh the a

Him come and say to her: *‘ Weep | fore the throne of Jesus Christ, the
not!" Why, death was only a small | comforter of the afilicted. There Wwis
price to pay for such a privilege! What | no place in the world where he felt
did our Divine Redeemer do? He gave | himself so near to his Creator a! d ab
her a yet more firm faith in the resur- | the same time so near to the ch no
rection. He raised the very dead to |loved so well. There was a read n-
life to show His interest in her. Is it | version from hardness and bitterness of
any wonder that Ilis fame went out | heart to faith and love. And the little
through all that country? Is it any | dead child did it. How many 2 1

wonder that His fame has lasted even

has been steadied in his deter

ﬂll’tll now ? to do right by the gentle presst a
The lesson taught us in this gospel is | little hand? How many 2 man has
one needed in our time. There were | been led through what might otherwise
two processions there outside the gates | be a life of sorrow to the peace of deatit

of the city when the dead body of the
young man was being brought out and
the Lord of Life was coming in. There
are two processions in so many places.

by the spirit of a little one dej arted !
There is one of the doctrines of 1€
spirit, that we Catholies believe
Down through all the history of the

0.

There are those who dread the very | Jewish people as the race of God, and
thought of death ; and yet they have to { dJown through all the history of the
follow in its train. There are those | Catholic Church comes that beautiful
who will not think of death, and who | two-fold doctrine of the resurrection of

go about their daily business as if it | the dead and the communion of saints.

were never going to come to them. | And it is all so beautifully contained
But sooner or later they must join | and expressed in the story of the rais-
the others in that sad and ever | ing of the widow's son. What encour-
lengthening procession. The only | agement! And after all, that is tho
h:)pe that we can have, going out from véry thing most people need. Half the
Nnil}l, is that Jesus Christ may meet us | world are suffering from diseourage
coming in. No other hand can touch cast down, overcome. And by

ment, :
nothing so much as by the thought ©
death. Why will we not draw more
near to Christ? Why will we not study
His life in the simple story of His won-
derful deeds? * Young man, I sa¥ "‘;
thee, arise. And he that was dead 83
up and began to gpeak., And He gave
him to his mother."

the dead without defilement. No other
voice can call the spirit back. No
other power can put an end to death,
and bring about the resurrection. *‘1I
am the Resurrection and the Life, "
says Jesus Christ. * He that be-
lieveth in Me, though he be dead, shall
live ; and everyone who liveth and be-
Ym\'eth in Me shall never die.’’ There
is nothing that is more needed than
faith in His divinity. That faith in
Christ, both God and man, must be the
firm foundation of our hope. There He
is a man with all the sympathy and

—

My God and.my all.
Another word that will g0 f
Francis' ‘‘Deus meus et omnia.

ar is Sb

kindness of a perfect man. There He | Father, yes Brother, yes SP0 o
is, the everlasting and the all-powerful | Yes—my “All'" and for ever! We ask
God, showing His supreme dominion Avoid the occasions of sin. . e‘.\.;lf
over life and death. ** Weep not, for I, | ourseives the question: *' DO :‘.".m‘tl
the Saviour of the world, have a human | love Him, love Him with 4“"1“;1; will
heart. And I can understand your |love ? How can I know thist ly if we
suffering. And if there is anything in help us to answer ourselves t1-11f"0(»11tr‘.-

wateh the last half of our act U

My power to do for you, it shall be whay we saye
b

done, "' ** Arise, young man, I say to

tion and gsee if we mean
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