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THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

AN ORIGINAL GIRL,

By Ohristine Faber.

a good woman to have your mistress's
affairs so much at heart—some day she
shall know all about it, Now, about
the funeral of this stranger, Sarah ; of
course, vour mistress may not have told
you her arrangements, but no doubt |
you know them from your ability to |
peer through keyholes, and to listen
outside of doors ; so, the funeral, Sarah,
tell me about that.” |
She feared him now with a mortal
terror, and she tremblingly told, what |
in this instance she had not heard sur- |
reptitiously, but openly
having spoken to the undertaker in hor
presence —the stranger was to be buried
tho next day in the G Cemetery. |
“Phank you, Sarah,” and Her
bland and satisfied, took his departare, |
The next day Mr. Gedding, opening |

CHAPTIR XLIT

The storm brought Rentonville into
great prominence ; reporters of the vari-
ous city papers flocked to the place
like so many vultures, and nothing that
had happoned on  that eventful night
but found itself, not alone in print, hut
in print accompanied by glarving illus-
trations. Every scene of ruin was de-
seribed and reproduced in photograph
was written about the Ono
and interviews

her mistress
a column
tomah Club
with many of the members were graphi-
cally startling aph
relative to the death of the rescued man
in Miss Burram’s
given, and equally the city daily paper which every morn- |
identity, the reporter, in that | ing lay at his plate, found his own
ot the head of an article referring
Rentonville people themselves, orm at Rentonville ; not
property had only his oy Wt the head, but also
well as those ot the end of an alleged interview with
who had been so sorely affrighted at the Miss Burram. e

reception

reported parag ck,

carriage-house were
startling  surmises

as to hi

instance, being young and imaginative,
The

name
to the recont

y those whose 1 oname

' Lo any degree, a

him pertaining to

reception, were in too great o state of | pead with distended eyes, exploding |
excitement either to resent, or even to | some pemark every few moments that

notice very much the audacions menda- | brought a ehorus of questions from  his
morning had left her
» the ill

and

city of many of the published accounts,
ladies who had at
sullering

wife, who on that
first
stion, and from hi

A number of the time

tendod the

room for the Sing

reception  were fated rece son

either from heavy colds, caught by | daughter, but which he did not pause
their exposure to the storm, or from | to take time to answer, When he had
ghock resulting from their fright, most | finished the article his face was red to

of them being confined to bed, and alto- | bursting, and he fairly sputtered, as he

gother a good part of Rentonville felt | threw the paper to his son:

very miserable, “ Read, and see what your sister has
Mrs. Gedaing, suffering from both | done for me by compelling me to make

cold and shock, was, of course, confined
to her bed, and she
plained that it
Barram, and when Rose, 50 her-

self from the exopsure, she could hardly

18 the acquaintance of that woman.'
Young Gedding read aloud:
“Mre. William Gedding, Sr.,
Miss Burram. An int

him throws light on s

moaned and  com

was all owing to Miss hampions
with

1w of the

y hoat view

speak, asked how in the world Miss mystery surrounding that eccentric
Burram could be responsible for the lady.
storm, her mother answered pettishly “Mpr. William Gedding, an estimable

“Don't talk to me!  Mi B
an unluck
do with, that's all

TR E rentleman of Rentonville, in an inter-

woman to have anything to | view ith a reporter made some very

friend, Miss

frank statements about hi

Rose was foreed to be silent.  Her | Burram. He had the c¢lusive honor
father als) seemed to be very much ont | of ¢ rting her in his own private car
of sorts, and not at all disposed to talk | piage to the reception of the Onotomah

of anything pertaining to the
The only ond

kept hi

reception. wife and daughter following
and he testifies in
\

Cluh, his
in othoer
brother; he | glowing

who appeared to have enrria

serenity  was her terms to the remarkable cool

accepted the midst of
cally, but he

saying laughingly,

situation very philosophi ness shown by the lady in the

could not refrain from | the storm—a coolness all the greater

that he hardly blamed house she was

when in her own carria

his mother for feeling as she did about | hrought face to face with a dying man
Miss Burram. Still, his sympathies, | whose identity she knew, but did not
and his curiosity too werearonsed, when | wish to discelose, It is the opinion of

heard, not
Sarah, but
of the othey

all Rentonville
alone through the gossip ol
the accounts given by some

he heard, as Mr. Gedding that was
well and intimately known to his friend,

wmdl that disclosures will be made later

the dying man

eye-witnesses, of the death in  the hich shall electrify all Rentonville.
carringe-house which had so affected | In fact, Mr. Gedding's precise words
“ Miss Rachel”’ were :

Rose was for calling upon Miss Bur- ‘¢ Miss Burram, from being the in-

ram at once, especially when she heard | serutable mystery she has been, must
that her Charge was sick in bed, and | pecome the best known and the most
that the dead man had been taken to

perfectly understood person in Renton-

I ville,”?

where, as Sarah
laid out in the
the door locked upon him

Miss Bui
expresed it, '*he
parlor, with
awaitin’ fer his funcral.”

But Will shook his head at hi
suggestion,

“Your visit,
be decmad

am's house,

was
man could hardly finish
about his
honest, straighttorward father were so
now at

Mrs.

The young
for langhing —the statements
sister's
father's anger,
50 amusing ; but

s 1n Lears @
hat yon have done,”
dismayed
“foreing us to become acquainted with

vhsurd, and his
white heat,
Greddin
sired privacy which Miss Burram would s
rosent ; wait.”” And Rose, tak
ing counsel with Harriet, waited,

An undertaker
the dead man in his habiliments for the
grave, and the physician from the eity
attended Rach
the city came upon the hee

now,"* he said, “* might was

an intrusion apoi e d

he said,
daughter, |

better turning to her

from the eity am ._\-4-4 , what e "

that awlul woman, and now it
of it?"

Rose was in tears
her brother tried to cheer the
sol the two, | the sit

Wso, seeing which,

while reporters from

gloom of
to  his

uation by sugeesting

and failing to get the information they | father to send a eard to the paper
craved, made articles anyhow, with | genying the untrue statements,
amin headings, and luaicrous pen T4 ‘A Sand " Wknstared
vietures of Sarah as she appeared while g T e 7 d 3
pioture o . 5 PR EON 4 Mr. Gedding, t prevent people

ans N [ | "ar "ne o1 One i . 1
answering '|H|1‘1|| tion | Wil soolt thnt Birtie lay, and what will
mons of the bell brought her face to ) tl f 1 ¢
2 . ey think ne
face with ““':l', | bl N He 1 the table without touching
I Sar ! | AT ) ndly
« Ab, Sarah : i PN 1 ig hreakfast, and a moment later they
that, as she thought werself it seemed f : : ’
: - heard him stamping about in his own
as if his words were volled in oil, **u fstad
‘ Y | room like an enraged bull.
visit is to you; I would not disturb
B i N Rt Ve aflidtion. § Rose was so discomfited and
the world : but it is for 1 ko that T1© ished by the ealamitous manned
come ; to put you on you ot SAl vivich all of her plans pertan
t | rie hat she
against the eity reporter Phev. hay reception had miscarried, t ut sh
been to me. but 1 have of 1 abso vl pi cnough to angn abou
N J | © weral we fro s Bur
lutely to see them ; they have b | the tut 1 vhau'w from M Bu
to Mr. Notner and M Geeddi ; and, | *® doo
strange 1 vy, | und and - these It w \ ar funeral enough-—a
goentlemen have the ory 3 tately hearse h nodding plumes and
No iy 1 hoy wWen I hi followed by one car
thom ) i ( nted to —M durram’s ¢ 1, in which she
find on l a | M ) | \
movem Lrom tim | « R 11 | wod fron h hexd
for tha o ! ( | \ L on that awlul
the carriage-h ( | 'y vl solean 6 seemod
umph ! pa ! | | ind LW i about he
pre ipoi ! L 1 e pl cian vid
Herrick, had i i f a shock from
doad n ident sl ed; and that her youth
“ There wa “ o h I ry hér through,
b, . al oredd | | ) qu .
somewha wroed | 1 \
. 1 ) ( 1 Wil wnde in he
she nly we 1
LV | "WwWn
Mr. Goddi M G f ;
tot i 1 N :
{ | | ! ‘ 0 \ ed, she
ol t « d Miss R (B Lnd .
( 1 Ly
N ( ‘ \
| i r ofor
’ 1ou A 1 |
. - noan u <ind of vy, tha
] he 10 | \ | (
e . Miss B W ded h Sara
din '
g the eare of he L he
N do ( 3
{ 1 i nha
Geddit Mes, Geddi | . : :
? i | S
woent i roear 4
A ) fi 1 - involuntary
\n li Ra L true " | Pily, and I al
that she | d wl b
! : % ( 1St 1 d OV to the
\ | ed, an N
( bhe ri SCCIing  expr
he carricd I »
! R e sion n \ or a 101 \
1O i ( !
lool \ wdoe M Burr hiver: i
laid | v hed g ‘
» W | | { Ve a
root 3
“ do dea wi 4
And ‘
“An \ 11
that \LISW ) ‘ t i Rachel
ploasa [ \ \ | whene
Won | { W » | he |
ve i | | ra Wl n tl cha
and 1 Y wod M | v 1ld oturn
| i 1a ) ched th imd the 1UATY)
how 1 i \ | arri d the road to the oat
her 1 | ears flowing all t tinme |
‘ \ i i : s iy $ ) id to herself,
Wi Bu y be b  that way, and Mis
Bt ) ld ‘ achel t loved him, lying the way
her she to send him word ¢
“And ( l TR \ ther ca \ 1o
voery IR g from 1 wille v oear
sarah was hall ¢ryin ( 1 he thed wmee, and fro |
kne nott what fron h Wtemp o | itary occupant  did ne
force hor int me admission dead had been deposited, and Miss Bur
“He wasn like | I could seo, wm had  driven wpidly away. Then
Mr. Herrviek, and I don't know why he | Herrick eame forward, surveying with ’
should be like her. vocomplacent smile  Miss  Burram's
“ There, th, don't be so con- | burial vault |
cerned ; your frankness with me is not | I'here were two grave beside  the |

s
| a
| goingfto do you any harm, and you are | one just made, and the whole was sur-

| that gave Miss

TANUARY 4, 1902,

in the hall, almost as soon as Sarah ad-
rounded by a simple iron railing. mitted him.

No monument marked the place, but She bowed in her cold way and mo-
on the four posts of the railing was cut | tioned him to precede her up the flight
in the stone the name Burram, of stairs that led to the room where

The next day the Rentonville Times | Rachel wi At the head of the stairs
had in full the article of the city paper
which had excited Mr., Gedding's
choler, and also a two-columned article

door of the apartment. There, with |
her hand on the knob, she turned and 1
of its own wherein a full deseription of | spoke for the first time : !
the funeral, and even of the burial plot, “There is a young soul within that |
was g n; also an account of the |is in need of some ministration, 1
strange illness of Miss Burram's Charge, | thought of you because she heard you |
nning with the swoon in which she l preach onee in your own church on a |

|

[

was carried to the house by Notner, | Christmas Day. [ do not know if she |
and covertly insinuating that that | has any religion, and I have not sent for |
gentleman was connected  with  the | you to give her yours. 1 ask you alome
mysterious and possibly undesirable | to use the influence which men of your

have with suffering
5 | hearts ; she is young, and she is inno- |
answered the with a | will be susceptible—rouse |
announcement of the writer, ’ her from her griof."” |
he might be, and a scathing She opened the door for him, closing
rebuke to the vieious imagination which | it upon him when he well within,
could devise malicious attacks | and going herself to her own roon.
upon the private life of a lady. His Below stairs Sarah was opening her
answer also contained an utter scouting | soul to Mrs, McElvain : |
of the interview with  Mr. “ May I never be burned nor drowned |
Gedding, and an eulogioum upon that | alive, but it Father Hammond ; | :
gentleman's character, from which the | let him in myself, and there was Miss
writer of the interview referred to | Burram ready to receive him; she
was earnestly desired to draw a | marched him upstairs ahead of her
salutary lesson. All of which the | without a word. What is Miss Burram |
refused to publish, but which | coming to ?"’ ‘
duly appeared in double-leaded type on But Mrs. McElvain did not take her |
the front page of the other Rentonville | usual interest in Sarah’s information
paper. her own anxiety about her son, daily
Mr. Gedding, Sr., saw becoming greater, prevented her from |
the happy effect of Z iving much thought to anythi
normal frame of As she had said that morning in re-
Mr. Notner several de- | sponse to Hardman, who never failed to
estimation, In his im- | inquire if she had news :
read it aloud for It is over a month sinee his vessel
his family, and Mrs, Gedding instantly | was due, and never a trace of him."
erenity, and she de Not having the name of the vessel, nor
Mr. Notner was *‘a lovely | the name of the captain, nor anything
more than that it bound
from some port in Africa to New York,
her information was too scant to enable
her even
Father Hammond was a long time with
Rachel ; but to Miss Burram in her
own room battling with the specters of

events that were happening under the | cloth are said to
eyes of Rentonvill

Notner

vigorous

attack cent she

whoever

was

such

reported

was

Times
|
|
|

it, and it had
him at |
mind,

restori

g else. |

once to his
while it raised
grees in his

mense satisfaction he

recovered  he
clared that

man.' vessel

‘A publie
aid her
with a misehievous twink!

wias a
benefactor, T eall him,"’
m, looking over at his sister

to search for more.

in his eyes ;
she was smiling, the first smile she had
I night, and in
rith her mother

worn since the fatef

secret she quite agreed

that Mr. Notner was 1 man.,'' | of the past, it scemed bhrief—so brief,
that when she heard something like a
CHAPTER XLIII, call she thought it must be faney.

There, however, was Father Hammond,

I'he vessel that had gone to pieces on ot into the all: standing 3

front of Miss Burram's

when she

the beach in

the door of the room he had just I
door was found to be the Norah Melton, - :
inpes-bullt ship salling from Bome and from which came the sound of p
v clipper-built P iling . ful sobbing. He waited till Miss Bur-
v with a cargo of Indian dru bam-= S Y g
. .| ram came quite up to him, then he said
hoo, and spices, and bound for New . ;
‘ A A very gently, but with an emphasis that
York ; she had left Bombay early in made the words linger in her memory :
. , ade the words aer er M :
May, being due in New York some

¢ A o e spoken to that voung, suffer
time about the middle of August, and I have spoken e

she had been manned by five sailors be-
She carried

captain’s

ing soul as you have desired me to do ;

she is erying, as you hear, and I think
her tears will do her good. 1
that you remove the order which pro-
hibits her from speaking to your coach-
ma As you had put no bar upon her
confidence to me —a confidence which 1
shall sacredly maintain—I did not re
strain her when I won her sulliciently
to give me her little history—all that
she herself knows of it—all thatshe her-
self knows of the man whose death has
8o near to breaking her heart.
That is all, Miss Buarram.” He
To bowed, |

“ 1 thank you,"” she said, and while

side the captain.
The
given as Ringwort.
mation the newspapers a
duly published.
Herrick set himself to work to get the
names of the sailors who must have per
ished. He put himself in direct com-
munication with the authorities at
bay, but only to find that nothing more
than the vessel's name and tonnage and
the name of the captain had been regis-
tered there. The vessel
Bombay from Cairo to

no ll?l\‘
suggest
name was

sengers.
Thus muech infor-
rtained and |

Bom-

come

had come to

Africa

(fairo Herrick wrote, but only to re- s i A hall 1
e 40T LS TR L T e 6 e iy he withdrew through the hall, she
ORI, AR TRRAY VW B e v SR R touched the ball for Sarah to attend

destroyed many of the shipping records, | R
¢ v { him to thejdoor.
wmong  them presumably that of the | |"n'h»>]\‘1«-‘|l'~ the
“ Norah Melton.” | ki had 1 2d

Disappointed, but not discouraged, he
suddenly thought of writing to Mrs.

faon T -
been able to shed, h L
she wept till from sheer exhaustion she

Hubrey an aceount of the strange oceur-

the storm, and |

could weep ne more, and Miss Burram,
inclosing eopies of the paper in which |

entering on tiptoe, did not disturb her. |
such full aecounts has been published.

Rachel was able at length to sit up.
She looked a very ghost of her former | to come to the dining-room, just as she
self, she was so white and thin ; but it saw through the windows
was the peculiar expression of her eyes | the glistening bay ; it nearly produced

Burram the most anxi- | another and before the next

ety —it was so piercing intense, as if | meal the dining-room was changed to a
he soul behind it was frantically striv- | part of the house where the windows
iz for something which constantly | did not look nor did
eluded it wnd she spoke so little Rachel go back to her own room—the
never unless she spoken to, room she occupied up to that fateful
had a | night—all that might need was

Miss Burram guest-chamber now en-
Rachel was thinking of her. The girl noted

ses but she was still too sore

fiest she had
1

como at

rences on the night of

CHAPTER XLIV.

I'he first time that Rachel was able
"||“"|'1'1l \kwl'

swoon,

upon the water ;

wis when

she low tone that
pitiful gentlenessabout it.

ondered what

during her

swered in S G
bronght to the
tirely given to

silence—was it | these chan

perpetual

always of Tom ? Tom, the memory of | and suffering to feel about them as she
whose last look never leave her | might have done at another time.
thought She had  become But when for the first time she was

Id, cold rim, vepellant self again | able to go withHut doors, and Miss Bur-
) Rachel.  To Rachel, when | ram oompanied ) drawing with
he sj he voice was s hanged entle foreo her arm within her own,
wind soft, that Sarah, hear it, often | her gait to Rachel’'s some
atarted, and she s obliged to assure | v uncertain steps, the latter
self that it was her mistress 10 | was cion f the dawning of a feel- |
ke, ing she had never before experienced
Miss ram denied herself to all | for Miss Burram mething more akin
callors, 13 ob il to the polite | to affection than mere cold gratitude
nessae { th who sought to form | could be, and she looked into Miss Bur-
i acquaincance on the strength of the | ram's facs and smiled. It was the first
( y recoption as she had been to the | time sie had smiled in all those weeks,

importunities of the reporters ; e did | and it was sach a pitiful little smile,
not even read the paper perhaps from | showing so clearly the aching heart be-
yme  instinetive fear that some one | hind it that it brought a momentary
might have guessed and published the | color to the lady's cheeks.

‘uth—and she commanded Sarah to de- | Miss Burram led the way, Rachel
sist when that woman fain would have | hardly noticing whither so long as it
spoken of what all Rentonville was talk- | did not lead to the heach—she conld not
ing about. | 1 gone there ; nowhere within sight

Ract not seem to notice that | of the cruel sea. At 1 h her com
Mis l when speaking to her, | panion stopped, a little distance from
softened | mes and her manner, | the earria house.

Sheactod i1l tones and all nlvlmwwj T thought,'”’ she said softly, ‘it
were alike to her ; as if the only object | might do you good to speak to Jim as

f her existence now was todo what she | you used to do, but perhaps you would

rather not
died."”

y do and be silent.
I'he city phy

go to the place where—he |

ician shook his head a |

lit Wt this protracted silence. | “ Rachel shivered a little and turned
“ Something must  be done to rouse | even whiter than she was ; then she
er,” he said in an aside to Miss Bur- | said tremulous

ram under her present mental strain, | ** If yon please, Miss Burram, I
if no relief comes her mind may go.”’ | would like to speak toJim; I wonld like to
Miss Buarram shivered, and when the | ask him about " but the next word
physician went shie sent Sarah for Hard- | would not come out.
man. “ T understand,’” said the lady, and
He came, looking sad and anxious, as | she led the way again,
he had looked since that dreadful night The door of the carriage-house was
when | had Miss Rachel borne | wide open ; from its threshold Rachel
way in the arms of Notner ;: not a day | could see the very spot where Tom had
that he had not ingquired many times | lain, and all the horror and all the |
hout sinee, and Sarah, in her syn bereavement of that night were again
pathy for him, always triod to give him | upon her : but this time it took the
the most encou news., form of relieving tears tears that
Miss Burram n the moment he | streamed silently, but pitifully, down
ontered her presence : | her checks.  Hardman who was in the
“Will  this Father Hammond of | stable, came at Miss Burram's call.
yours come to see my Charge, Miss | T have brought Miss Rachel to
Rachel, if T send for him 2’ { speak to you, Jm—to speak to you as |
Hardman' urprise was so great he | she used to do—and I shall leave her |

could only stammer : with you a little while.”

“ I think so, ma’am.” She turned away walking toward the
“ Then go for him at onee." | beaeh, and IHardman, divided between |
Pather Hammond's surprise was no [ amazement at her action, delight that ‘

less than Hardman's, but he responded | her prohibition had been removed, and
immediately, and Miss Burram wmet him | compassion for Miss Rachel, seemed to |

he paused, allowing her the lead to the | cheeks as he broug

seribed everything
| rescue,

- | greater

be unable to do anything but stare from
her retreating form to the weeping
girl, and back again, till Rachel's voice
saying with a fresh flood of tearsy ** Oh!
Jim " broke the spell.  His own eyes
were moist then, and tears ran down his
ht the chair she used
to sit in,  Without a word, for every-
thing he wanted to say seemed to stick
in his throat, he assisted hep

to seat

herself, and then he waited while aht"

wept.,

Father Hammond had been wise in
his advice to Miss Burram to withdraw
her prohibition with regard to Hard-
man. It was the very best medicine
possible for poor, suflering Rachel, and
had it been administered in the begin-

ning of her bereavement the symptoms |

which had so alarmed the
would not have developed.  Hardman of
all people in the world, was the one
to comfort her, and while she sobbad
with heart-breaking abandon
pertaining to the
it was an outllow of grief that
did mueh to restore her to her normal
health and strength. He told her also
ol the funeral, the burial in the cemetery
with Miss Burram's dead, and Rachel,
feeling that to be a part of the kindly
change in Miss Burram's conduct to
herself, was conscious that the feeling
akin to affection which she had expe
meed that morning, was  becoming
greater  because Miss  Bur-
ram had been kind in a measure to Tom,
having taken his dead body to her own
house, and having buried him with her
dead. It never occurred to her as it
had oecurred to nearly every one else
in Rentonville, that Miss Burram had
private reasons of her own for giving
“Tom " decent burial ; and between
her sobs she told of the comfort Father
Hammond had given her—the hereaftor
in which he told her she might

meet Tom if she lived a good life here,
and if she tried to bear patiently her

physician

as he de-

hone to

great sorrow now—that Tom  himself
might even know more surely than he

could know when he was alive and ah-
sent from her, the el made to
be good as she had promised him to be,
and that he would be happy accordin
ly. She lingered in the telling of all
that, showing how deep an
words had

how they were shaping her thoughts and

wis she

impression

the clergyman's made, and

feclings.

¢ And sometimes, Jim,"" lowering her
voi so that he had to stoop to hear,
“since Father Hammond told me all

that, it seems as if Tom were beside me
for a moment—I ecan't tell yon what
makes me think so, but I feel it, I feel
i5.”

after that, and Hard
then suddenly she
and

She was silent
man was silent also ;
straightened up in her c¢hair
leaned towards him.

‘L Jim, I feel that he knows
ve him; oh, Jim ! Jim
could before he
what she intended to do, she had caught
one of his hard, knotty hands between
her own white slender ones, and she was
it to her lips.

He drew it away, stammering :

‘* Oh, Miss Rachel, don't
so much—I didn't doanything but what
was my duty to do."”

Miss Barram returning, found her
Charge much better than when she had
left her; there was a different smile upon

you tried

to sa betore he

resist, aware of

was

pressi

thank me

1 1 thi Y dho 4 f hop
her lips even through the traces ol ber

tears, and her voice had almost its old
tone. She put her arm through Miss
Burram’s with a confiding touch such
as she had never given before, and
which brought again a momentary color
to the lady's cheeks,

For hours that n

t after Rachel had

gone to sleep, Miss Burram paced the
floor of her own private sitting-room.
‘“ Does he know 7'’ she id to herself
as she paused once in her walk, ** and

if he does, why this silence ? He has
been ready on every other ocecasion t
inform me ; why has

warn, censure

he done neither since his death ; and
Rachel s il 1 believed i
her, an wer, and |/ | her

bah ! love ! it is the devil's alehemy to

turn to bitterness every one who ever
trusted it ; and she will be no better
than the others. [ feared she might
die, and then all opportunity for me

once I would thought

wanted no

would have gone
that, well—I

but noy

opportunity

God ! what is

the mean-
this change ? Is Rachel

3 1 ? work
ing it—Rachel, whom they thrust upon

She paced the room again, nervously
opening and shutting the fingers of her
hands that hung by her
walked, her eyes fell
ledger that contained the accounts of
124 lssex She
before it and smiled grimly :

sides 3 as she

upon an open

street. stopped short

My pest bole,” she said aloud,
“ that is what he called it : it is no
worse pest hole than there is here,’

““ here where the
corpses ol blighted trust and wrong af
fection lie, still unburied

have sprung the sources of

striking her breast,
from them
the pest hole
and he has dared to dictate

hie deplores

to me what I shall do with Rachel

with the tenants of that pest hole——with
my property here—he !"" shezlaughed, a
short, savage, bitter laugh ; * bhut 1

have flung his dictates in his face—my
pest hole shall remain till the authori
ties, or pestilence razes it, 1|
which—and Rachel ! better this
afternoon, much she does not
need the change of air I thought togive
her ; bah ! how I hate, loathe mvself for
the weakness of thinking of it for a
moment—you are a good strengthener,’’
he open ledger, ** when [
when I am  softened by
Rachel, you remind me, you bring me
back."’

care not
she is

hetter ;

addressing

forget, or

TO BE CONTINUED.

How a Sprain Does Hurt !

Bt it isn't the piin alone tha® is droaded,
jnat think of tho loss of timo and waiges
Sprains without number have been cured by
rubhing Palgon’s Narvilina well into the vores
of the skin surrounding the joints No matter
whnther it i3 a sprained wrist, ankls, knee or
back jusy try Nerviline on it, and sco how

quickly it will cure. Thera i3 only one lini
m-n5 that can bs depended upon to cure
sp-aing, s'rains and swellings, and that is

Polson’s Nerviline, Largs bottle 25 conts,

BRONCHIAL AFFECTIONS, coughs and colds
all quickly curead by Pyny-Balsam. 1t hasno
equal, Aects promptly. soothes, heals and
cures.  Manufactured by the proprictors of
Perry Davis' Pain-Killer.

NERvVOUS troubles are cured by Hood's Sar
saparilla, which enriches and purifics the
blood. It is the best medicine for nervous
PEOPLE.

[ by the heading of this lette

FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH.

What the Gitt of Faith Brought to
One Convert,

Catholic Columbian,

Winchester, Mass., Christmas, 1901,

This is the third time that | wm ad-
dressing you in a publie, formal man-
ner, on the important subjeet indicated
. First, it
was “‘thirty years," then “forty years,”
which you kindly published in tract
form.  Now, by the great mercy and
goodness of Almighty God, it is ** fifty
years' in the Church, because the
teast of the Conversion of St. Paul, the
anniversary of my reception into the
Church fifty years ago, is now near at
hand. I am not ambitious of notoriety:
I am a very humble member of the com-
munity. But after fifty years’ blessed
experience in the Church I am so thor-
oughly convinced of and so deeply im-
pressed with the absolute truth and
transcendent importance of the Catho-
lie religion that I cannot resist the im-
pulse to make one more appeal to my
old friends, if, perchanee, there should
be any living, and to give my public
and emphatie testimony for the benefit
especially of any

honest seekers after
truth who may honor me with a perusal
of this letter and who may be hesitating
as to whether they should, or can safely
join the Catholie Charch,

I have that there
always are a number of persons who
have

oceasion to know
favorable cireum-
more or less intimate ac
with the Church and
strongly inelined in that
who, through lingering influence of the
old Protestant prejudice, are for the
want ol personal experience, arel ed to
hesitate

been led by
stances to a
quaintance are

direction, bat

a decided
0 influenced by a

about taking
1

step.

They are vague

and undefined dread lest if they should
commit themselves, they might be dis
wppointed and find that the Chureh was
not what it elaims to be and what, in

fact, it must be acknowledged that ie

seems to be, even to a partial obscrver
from outside. I have a at sympathy
for that class of persons, for, unfor-
tunately, I was in their ranks, once, my
self, I confess now, with deep sorrow

and shame, that even after 1 was pretty
mvinceed of the trash of
‘atholie Church I hes-
ly-dallied, and put }
until I ran the most

risk ot i.mmg my s«

thoroughly ¢
the claims of t
tated and di
matter ofl
nent

nothin

It

he infinite

long-suffering

mere) o
Almighty

and for

saved me,

patience

God that

earance ot

I'rue, the obstacles that opposed my

taking a decided stand were very great.
These were the interesting d affee
tionate relations of pastor wit a de-

which would have to be

1

voted people,
sundered, the determined opposition of
elatives and

riends, especially my

woman  of
and who de-

i
n-law, who
strong, decided
clared that if [ became a
would never threshold, and
was  det

was a
character

Catholie, she
Cross  our
when she found 1

rmined, was

put to bed with a severe paroxy of
grief and mortification. Then there
was the loss of income and the neces
tv o Sy vt tha sntdae of 5

a living for my family, the darkness
ind uncertainty of the futuee, and the
losing of caste in the eommunity where
I lived., But all this should not have
had .the weight of a feather in the scale,
and at heart I knew it.

After all it was, as T supposed, on my
deathbed that my eyes fully
opened to my supreme folly and danger.
The good Lord spared my life, and as
soon as I was able to walk to the (
to the
Rev. Father Borgess, afterwards
of Detroit, my

l

become a

were

‘ath-

liec church I made known pastor,

shop
my duty
The announce-

desire to do

and Catholic.

ment of my mversion, of made

course,

v great sensation in L COrres

town and
pondent of a Cleveland
the world that

paper informed
I made my wile a formal

d!
proposal of separation, assigning as a

reason that I designed **taking orders
Romish Chuareh
and that when she would not eonsent 1
proposed a tri st with the
suspected design of surreptitiously con
ing her to a convent.”' A Baj
minister, Rev. M

friend of mine,

of priesthood in the

p to the E

Randall, a ver;

was kind enough to Natly

contradict the whole story which was
concocted in the wddled brain of the
writer.

Procrastination is said to be the thief
of time—it is certainly the thief of
souls, Who can tell how souls
have been lost through putti ff the

day of decision to a more convenient

geason ?
Long experience has taught me that

reasoning, especially

th the ** almost
" is of very little use. Such

vill often thrash over the

}H' St
persons straw
till the in-

structor becomes discouraged. He an-

eaching

of certain Catholie

rs the objections

ill they
tions.

1 thousand times ;

v recur to the same old objec-
What such persons need is prayer
sincere, earnest licht and
them to see the truth
clearly, to accept it in the love of it
wnd to follow it in spite of all obstacles,
even to the sacrifice of all earthlvy
and the sundering of the most
endearing ties of kindred and frindship.
Hesitaney is too often more a matter of
the will than of the anderstanding and
judgment.

prayer or
to enable

gods

There are plenty of reasons lying on
the very surface which should he sufli-
cient to convince any thoughtful, un-
prejudiced person that if there be any
truth in Christianity at all the uhl‘,
original Clatholic Church
true home and exponent,
ism, as a veligion, is
out. Tts

must be its
First, Pro-
well nigh
tendency is  mani-

played
festly to the liconse of free thought,
skepticism and infidelity.

The muss of
are  daily
Bible as a divine
Thus the very foundation
of their faith is being undermined and
they are all at sea without chart or
compass to guide them. They can ab-
solutely offer no relief to the honest,
earnest secker after truth, in doubt as
towhat to believe,  There is no author-
itative tribunal among them to decide
auestions of faith and morals,
11{On the other hand there isa very de-
cided tendency among thoughtful, re-
ligiously ineclined persons to return to
the doetrine and practice of the Catho

Protestants have lost, or
faith in the

revelation,

losing,

PO S
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lic Church, What is the high
ritualistic movement which insis
salling itself Catholie discards
nounces Protestantism, teach
Catholie doetrine but the Po
premacy and adopts all Cathol
tices, even pretending  to  sa;
which, for three hundred ye:
have insisted was a ** blasphemo
and dangerous deceit?’ —what, |
is all this but an open, public
sign that the so-called reforma
a failure, that |'l'n'4‘\ll.lnll\‘|l i
sion.and the teaching ol the (
Church alone is true? The d
the supremacy of the Pope is
ruse to justily their remainin
they are instead of acknowledgi
fault and returning to the hoso
holy niother from whom the anc
unnecessarily and so ruthlessly )
and upon whom the traditional
ices of education lead tiiem to 1

suspicion and distrust,

But [ firmly believe that the
ists are doing an important wol
three thousand clergymen ol
lish Establishment and the co
increasing mumber in this cow
sympathize with this
teaching a great deal of Cat
trine and practice to a multi
Catholic priests could never

movem

As time goes on the confusion
tradiction of relizions  opin
teaching which prevails amor
and not le among Rituali
others, without the possibility

mining what to
them of the nece
fallible  tribunal
This they can fine

Church

believe, will

placed the Chair er to
bunal of final resort in all que
faith and morals. They will

that the fact of a divine 1

necessarily implies an infa

preter to assure us of its real
Ix"‘l\ salvation i wend 1 1
lieving certain truth viiiel
revealed it 1 bsurd, o1

face

of i to suppose that

leave it to every man's pr
ment nine for hin
those trut I o
temporal affair to have a

Court, can 1 1

why we shoul
in spiritual thing

When our frie
ize this importa
induced to ea
claim to supremacy ol the e
St. Peter in the See of Rom
do they will be surprised at
whelming strength ol :
from both Seripture and tr
well as from reas md co
And, then, if by the grace of
are enabled to malke heir
and return to the loving bho
dear d Church 1
wedi Wb | [ (

e ‘ ] M
n el ( !

| e m J h e
wind perilous Vg LV
safe and pleasant harh
find the clve 1A
they ney ! i ¢}

I ha hoeen ¢ rs a (
I have never « d
beauties and attra ns in t
to the pres lay. i
Chureh 161 e ol b
alone posses wlerstand
cates the science of the Sain

e
deluded  mt

after somet

craving for
life under th
Scienee, the
such like, «
wequainted w
fl‘l['l of the C
be surprised
pirations and
more than
Church is
She is a true
her capacious and loving
rich and the poor meet
The poor,

tog

common footir
find a home
nowhere else to be
this fact T
'Yl}' ‘

and sympathy
found,

To illustrate
hore a circumstance ol
heretofore published, but v
ago. About the time when
was first directed to the ¢l
Catholie Church I had oecas
New Orleans, and I natura
myself of every favorable
to find out all 1 could
Church. Among other
visited tha Cathedral on a |
there 1 was surprised to
mense crowd of a miscellal
actor of which a consideral
was made up of ecreoles, col
and nationalities.
were crowded, all were on i
venerable old negroes with
devouatly joining in the wo
noticed that the colored s
the same with their
even went to Holy Commu
same sanctuary rail.  The
a deep impression upon
¢ This,”’ I said, * is true (
Heve is a practical illnstrat
olic unity and the spirit
apd divine charity inculea
Lord. Here rich and poc
meet tocether for the Lord
them all.  Let my portion
true people of God."”

various

Another incident
vas ofliciating as rector ol
which has here
lished but which, perhaps,
peating as an illustration
surdity of any Protestant d
presuming to call itself
was officiating one Sunda;
Chureh, the rector heing te
ent. Atthat timel was quite

oceury

ind accustomed to ri the
the claim that we were tru
not. Roman, you know.

after  the service [ 1

the vestibule when T was

three Irislhimen who had ap
arrived from a journey
proached me respectiully,
hats, when one asked:
ence, is this the Catholic ¢
stinctively and without

flection I replied: ‘‘ No, n
this is not the Catholic
see ‘that tower over ther
houses—that is the Catho




