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Historre-

sd of Aughrim

Besides the historic memories which
cling to  Athlone va'nd‘ the country
around it, because of its siege of
the Williamite war, there are ot‘he_r
and scarcely less interesting tradi-
tions which preserve for it a place
in Irish history. The little v'lll‘_a,ge
of Lissoy, some eight or nine miles
north ¢f the town, in the County of
Westmeath, and close to the Long-
ford border, is famed as Lhe‘ boy-
hood home of Oliver Goldsmith, and
Lissoy itself is the reputed scerie of
his well-known poem, ‘‘The Desert-
ed Village.”' It is situated in a dis-
trict notable for quiet pastoral
beauty more than for anything of the
N or romantic, beyond

icturesque ) > )
l:hnt g‘nldsm'i'bh has. invested it
with. |
THE SCENE OF THE LAST

GREAT STRUGGLE BETWEEN
THE CATHOLICS AND
LIAM OF ORANGE.

Some twenty-one miles to the
southwest of Athlone, and within
five miles of Ballinasloe, is Augh-
rim, the scene of the last great
struggle between the Irish Catholic
forees and the army of William of
Orange, before the siege and Treaty
of Limerick, and the Sailing of
Sarsfield and his army to France.

The brave but impetuous and over-
confident French officer, St. Ruth,
whose want of caution and error

of judgment at the siege of Athlone °

had cost the Irish army so dearly
and given victory to William’s gene-

ral, Ginckle, regretted ‘his error
when it was too late. The m_idi—
tions still existing in the locality,,

as well as the records af the time,
declare that St. Ruth and the gal-
lant Sarsfield almost came to dead-
ly combat as a result of St. Ruth’s

criminal blunder in allowing the
British to enter Athlone. The alter-
cation became .so bitter between

them that where both should have
been united in council they were ab-
solutely divided, Sarsfield feeling
exceedingly angry that the French-
man should have been so negligent
@ critical 'time. ¢

St. Ruth, on the other hand, was
chastened considerably by the costly
reverse which he had met and re-
cognized that to himself alone was
due- the British triumph at Athlone.
The estrangement between himself

at

and Sarsfield was in no small de-
gree responsible for the succeeding
reverses to the Irish army at Augh-
rim, \dxich at first gave promise of

bding a magnificent victory for the

Irish forces, and would have wiped
out the diaster at Athlone, burt,
which subsequently developed, be-

cause of the death of St. Ruth, into
the utter rout of
St
rick to Athlone, a short time pre-
viously, had singled out the vicinity
of Aughrim as what he regarded as
the finest  battlefield in Furope,
and to it he decided to retreat, for
meeting with the reverse at Athlone,
he dreaded the anger of Louis of
France for Ris negligence, and filled
with rage and mortification at the
disaster which had followed, he re-
solved to stake all on a pitohed bat-
tle with the British.

SELECTING THE FIELD OF BAT-
TLE.

Tyreonnell, who -had marched from
Limerick to St. Ruth’s assistance,
protested against St. Ruth’s inten-
tion, but St. Ruth would not give
way and so Tyrconnell marched back
again to Limerick. St. Ruth ga-
thered  his army, which numbered,
despits their defeat at A'thlone, some
fifteen thousand foot and two thou-
sand horse and dragoons. The Bri-
tish force numbered nearly twenty-
five thousand men and a formidable
force of artillery, while the Irish
had but nine field pieces. St. Ruth
marched by way of Milton Pass to-
ward Ballinasloe, which stands ‘on
the viver Suck, some few miles above
its confluence with the Shammnon, and
in the County of Galway. His ca-
valry covered the retreat, but ‘he
wWas not pursued by the British. He
posted his army along by the fords
of the Suck, asif he intended to
fight at Ballinasloe, but his = pre-
vious knowledge of the country de-
termined him  to select the ground
near Aughnim for the battle.

His fatal” bl at Athl y

WIL- Pitched his tent.

. of

the Irish army.!
Ruth, on his march from Lime- |

three hundred and fifty feet high.

RUINS OF AUGHRIM CASTLE.

An old castle, the ruins of which
and difficult pass at the base of the
hill. The road ran by Kilcommodan
Abbey and the village of the same
hame, by which the French still call
‘Uhe battle, to Athenry, Loughrea and
Galway. The other pass, or cause-
Way, ran through Urachree connect-
ing with Ballinasloe by way of
| Eyrecourt and Banagher bridge, as
' well as by a second route with Por-
tumna. These were the routes by
which the Irish army intended to re-
treat in case they were defeated.
On one or two raths or circular
i mounds, supposed to bz of Danish
origin, close by amd near Aughrim
Castle, St. Ruth is said to have
Several lines  of
white thorn hedge rows growing in
earthen fences provided splendid shel-
ter for the lrish infantry, a faot
which St. Ruth was not slow to no-
tice on his way to Athlone and to
take advantage of when forced to
retreat. These hedge rows provided
admirable natural breastworks for
the Irish army, and even his sever-
esticritics admit that St. Ruth left
nothing possible undomne in forming
his line of battle and preparing his
army for Uhe approaching conflict.
He was evidently determined to
wipe out at any ocost the unfortun-
ate incident for which he was re-
spornsible at Athlone The fecling,
however, to which his action had
given rise was the main cause of 'the
defeat of the Irish army at Aughrim.
The Frenchman's pride having been
'\vmuuh-(l. he conceived the idea of
winning the battle by his own bra-
!very and military ability alone

I

THE FRENCH
| or

GENERAL'S PLAN
ACTION.

He posted his army in thiree divi-
sions, covering & front of about
two miles, its right resting on Ura-
chree and its left on Aughrim. The
center rested om the middle of Kil-
commodan Hill, betwéen whe camp
and the hedge rows. Each division
consisted of a front row of infan-
try and a rear line of cavalry, two
St. Ruth's field pieces being
trained for the defence of Aughrim
Castle, and a battery of three picces
posted on the northern Slope of the
hill, so as to cover the pass 'to the
(Castle, part of the morass or bog
in front and the firmer ground - be-
yond, and prevent the Eritish from
forming there and threatening the
left of the irish line.

The remaining battery of four
| pieces SL. Ruth planted on the right
to keep the pass leading to Ura-
! chree. The feeling between himself
land Sarsfield was doubtless the
reason for the Frenchman posting

that brilliant officer on the westerly
side of the hill, out of view of the
approaching army, and with strict
‘orders that Sarsfield was to make
no move without a -direot order from
St. Ruth himself. He conceived 'the
idea, which proved the undoing of
the Irish army, that he would not
communicate his plan of battle to
any of his subordinates generals, his
intention being that if he were to
fall himself the battle would still be
waged as he had from the first
planned it should be. Fis unfortun-
in this respect staked

ate mistake

the fate of the struggle and of Tre-
land on the life or death of St.
Ruth himself. Under him, besides

Sarsfield, were many brave and ca-
pable Trish soldiers, including Colo-

nels Walter and David Burke. Tol-
wiorth. Felix O'Neill, Anthony
O’Neill, Brigadier-General Henry

Tattrell, Major-Generals Dorrington,
H. M. O’Neill, Gordon O’Neill. and
T.ords Bophin, Kilmallack, Galmony,
Galway and Clare.

GINCKLE TO00 LATE TO CAP-
TURE THE IRISH ARMY.

William’s army, under Ginckle, was
meantime marching in hot haste from
Athlone with the object of capturing
the Irish army under St. Ruth. His
advance guard came in sight of’\‘.ihe
Irish army on July 11, 1691, a lit-
tle distance outside of Ballinasloe.
Ginckle at the head of a formidable
force of cavalry, rode forward and

| crossed the river Suck by a ford to

14

yitre the Irish position. The

discouraged his Inish 8, many
of whom were unwilling to trust
themselves to his judgment egain in
battle. But although rash and mneg-
ligent at @ critical ‘time, St. Ruth
was nevertheless a brave soldier, and
everything on  the

by their guns and ready for

outlook wad not to his liking. As
soon as the Irish posts had fallen
back before his advance and . he
reached the opposite heights, he saw
through his field glasses less than
two miles distant the Irish army,
drawn up in serried lines, nandi&g

St Rulh  allowed Ginckle to ad-

vance within a mile of the Trish lines,

onoe I

still stand, commanded the narrow |

mili eye of the

g | tism and.

:qt,c advance, and at five o’clock in
;thc afternoon, after some previous
;s-k'irmishving, the Williamite army
attempted to force the pass et Ura-
| chree. In this they were foiled, the

| Itish army, which had done such
| magnificent work at the battle of
the Boyne a short time before,

holding them back, although the Bni-
tish forces outnumbered them two to

i one.
| THE RUSE OF THE IRISH SUC-
CESSFUL.

Ginckle ordered his infantry for-
ward after sounding the intervening
and threw his forces ag
sh center. They were receiv-
ed by the Ivish ooncealed behind the
mearest hedges, amd after g sharp
fight ‘the Irish retreated to the mext
line of defence, behind the second
line of hedges. By a repetition of
‘these tactics the Irvish drew the Wil-
liamite infantry gradually up the
slope.of the hill from the bog, and
beyond the point where they oould
be safely supported by the William-
ite ogvalry. The retreat of the Irish
was so slow and systematic from
one hedge row to the mext that the
Williamites believed the Irish were in
steady retreat until they suddenly
found ‘themsclves face to face with
the main body of the Irish army,
who charged them in front and rush-
ed around on their flanks through
‘the open passages or gaps which St
Ruth hadpreviously cutin the hedges
for 4hdat purpose

The result was that the British
forces were thrown into utter confu-

sion. They made a rush to get
back to their own camp, but were
cut down in the morass and forced

into a deadly fight by the Ivish in-
fantry, while they were endeavoring
1o get back to their own lines. Two
of their colonels, Earle and Herbert,

were taken prisoners, Earle being
again retaken by his own side and
finally rescued. TFurther along the

Irish line in the dircction of Augh-
rim the Williamites had a similar
xperience, though their loss there
was not so severe as it was where
they got  caught in the bog. St
Ruth witnessing their discomfiture,
cried out with the enthusiasm of hiy
countrymen, ‘“‘The day is ours, mes
enfants, ’as he saw the combined Bri-

tish, Dutch, Danish, German and
Huguenot arciltery, accounted the
best in Iurope, flying before tvhe

Irish charge. That ended the fight-
ing for that night.

THE ORANGEMEN AND THE
BOYNI.
But Ginckle determined to remew

the attack
moment
July 12.

at the earliest possibile
The next day was Sunday,
It is a somewhat peculiar
circumstance that the annual cele-
bration of the balttle of the DBoyne,
which is observed even up to vhis
day by the Oramgemen in Ireland,
and elsewhere, is absolutely mis-
placed as to date. While intending
to celebrate the battle of the Boyne
the battle they really celebrate
that of Aughrim, which took place
more than a hundred miles to the
westward and twelve days later than

is

the battle of the Boyne, which was
fought on July 1.
The fighting was renewed at an

early hour on Sunday morning.Gine-
kle's seasoned  veterans, most o
whom had fought the continental
wars, numbered from twenty-five to
thirty thousand men, comprising
seventy regiments, besides his artil-
lery, while the Irish forces did mnot
number more than half as many
Ginckle marshaled his army in two
lines of battle, the infantry in - the

front line massed toward the center,
and the cavalry on the ilanks, sup-
ported by his cannon. The Irish

army, outside of the comparatively

small number of officers and men on

sentry duty, assisted at Mass, the

chaplains of the regiments officiating

at’ the altars.

WILLIAM'S VETERAN GENERALS
REPULSED.

Suddenly the order to advance was
given Lo Lhe British army, and in-
stantly the Irish soldiers pushed to
their horses and prepared for bat-
tle.  St. Ruth addressed them, call-
ing upon. thein in the name of their
country and liberty, and their mili-
tary glory, to conquer or die in At'hc
fight on which they were entering.
The British continued to advance
while the fog from the river for a
time shut out the two armies from
sight of each other, umtil it finally
rolled away and the armies confromi-

ed each other, mnothing but the
stretch of bog between them. The
Irish shouted their defiance to the

Williamites, who in turn shouted
back, until it was apparent that the
fight would be to the death. Ginckle
manoeuvred towards Urachree so as
o give his artillery a botwr“chamoe
away from the bog, his first charge
being made by a Danish troop onan
Irish picket. They were repulsed,
however, and one after anotzher:—
C ingham’s drag Eppinger's
cavalry and Lord Portland’s horse,
all commanded by the veteran gencral
Holztapfel, were driven back by the
Trish outposts.

To Know is to Prevent.—I{  the
miners who work in cold water most
of the day would rub their feet and
Jegs with Dr. Thomas' Eclectric Oil
they would ese 1

render

LENT.

Lent, with its sackeloth and ashes,
with its fast and abstinence, with
its enchanting wanddispelling all un
becoming sport and amusvments and
its stern dicvum forbidding festivities
and social gatherings, is now at hand
Penance is so interwoven in the re-
ligious beliefs of a Christian as to be
almost an integral part of his being.

He recognizes the fact that he must
do penance in order Lo merit the
good  will of heaven. And  how

beautiful to see the Christian World
kneeling in - penitential garb at the

feet of God!
Lent (from the Anglo-Saxoii lenc-
ten, which means signifies

spring )
the fast which takes place just before
Baster. The Latins call it Quadrage-
sima, by which is meant the 40 days
through which it runs. The forty
days were introduced

Lo commenor-
ate the 10 days’ fast of Christ in the

desert before He began His public
ministry Christ, however, did
not institute Lent, neither
did He order His disciples to
fast, thoubh at one time He said
they would fast when the bride-
groom, meaning  Himself, would be
taken away from them. It is, there-

fore, not of divine origin. 1t is purely
an vcclesiastical institution, but oneso
thoroughly in harmony with the Spr-

rit of Christianity as to be insepa-
rable from it

Like many other practices and in-
stitutions of the Church, it has an

interesving history
far and  has
dark nights,
man eye
the  beginning
that it
everything
one

She goes back so
passed  through such
whose blackness no hu-
pierce, and
and end of
impossible to ace
The Lenten obs
of these: in other words
gin is lost in the gloom of the past
It is certainly a very old practice
probably dating back to the times of
the Aposties. The Seriptures,
ever, no mention of
hut ecclesiasti-
to it
immediately  suceoed-
ing them. It is enough to cite one of
the Fathers. St Irenaeus, speaking
n the second century of the fast le-
fore- Faster; and of the 1aany ways
in which 1t was observed in differ-
ent parts of the says that
this diversity of was 1
thing, but had ariscn ng le
in a past generation.’”’ About
same time, we find Tertullian en-
gaged in a diseussion about the same
suliject Ihiesa reference: w -the
very old o1 thy salutary
mstitution of the Church. Its
has about it the sanction
antiquity and imparted to its name
a divine approval. It was never a
mere sentiment or theoretical
posal of discipline It was
ered to be binding, as sve learn 1
the Council of Cangra, held in  the
fourth century. ‘This council ¢njoins
upen all Christians the obligadion oi
keepinyg the Lenten fast “observed Ly
the Church.””’ It may
100, that the great farth of the early

can has  seen
much
for

ance

S0

is ount

is
its ori

make any
Easter
cal writer
for generations

before early

refer as in existence

ocountry,

observance 0

new,
fore
the

standing
age

cast of

pPro-
consid-

be supposea,

christians as well as their belief  in
the  efficacy of  severe disciplindry
laws,” made their observance of  the

penitential season much more exact-
ing and less sentimental thamn at pre-
sent. To talk of the Lent of Ter-
ullian's time is vo talk of bread and
water, sack-cloth and ashes, in the
fullest sense of their  weaning, of
deep faith and close commnunion with
God, such as the world does not
now behold. The way it is now
kept is only shadow of the old
time-honored custom.

In primitive times it had no uni-
form duration. There is no allusion
to the forty days which the Church
now makes binding. It was only
after the custom itself was well
tablished that the length was pres-
cribed. In the absence of any gene-
ral law to the contrary, cach pro-
vince, through its Bishop, determnin-
¢d the duration of its pemitential
season; but all were agreed in  one
thing, mamely, that it should take
place immediately before Easter, or
the day commemorating the resur-
rection of our Saviour. Hence the
non-uniformity of length of time
which springs up in different places.
The people of some localities fasted
seven wéeks, of others four weeks,
and of still others only three. Asa
rule the Greeks kept it seven weeks,
but excepted Saturdays and Sundays;
and the Latins generally kept it six’
weeks, but excepted Sunday, a cus-
tom to which they still adhere. St.
Gregory speaks of Lent as a little
less than two months, while St.
Augustine calls it Quadragesima, and
connects it with the forty days’ fast
of our Lord, and atso with that of
Mosvs and Elias. In the fifth centu-
ry the northern part of Africa, which
was then flowrishing and intensely
Catholic, all Egypt, Palestine and
the West generally, kept it for six
weeks; but, by excluding Sundays,
thére were left thirty-six fast days.
Constantinople—which them knew
no religion but the Catholic—and the
Eastern provinces under its influence
kept it for seven weeks, but by ex-
cepting both Saturdavs and Sundays
tm%were left only thirty-five fast
days.

a

es-

ked thet

urth day befo n;l n
in Lent, the¥ is, or ture un
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ately Publ.e pendtents aldne  were
sprinkled with tham. The ceremony
Ltouk place at the church door. As |
the ashes fell on the head the
penitent. he heard these words: ' Re-
member, man, that thou art dust,
and back to dust thou shait
Do penance, that you may
everlasting life.”’  There was always
sympathy for these public sinners,
and soon their friends coane and re-
ceived the ashes with thew, ‘but  to
the latter the words, ‘Do penance,’’
ete.,, were not addressed, as they
were not considered sinners, Gradu-
ally the number of sympa TS LI
until finally, in the coursé of time,
the whole congregation was sprinkl-
ed with ashes, as symbolical of man's
origin and last end.

VeSS astues  were

vhe  heads

praced on

of every om

of

return
POSSCSS

“Dust thou art, to dust returneth, 1‘
"T'was not spoken of the soul.” !
i

We have thus seen that Lent, as |
we how have it, is an old institu-,
tion. It sprang into existence when |
faith was strong, when  religious
teachings were thought more of

than worldly principles of = wisdom, |
‘greatness, or renown—when  the
world was governed by men whom

all acknowledge to have been immea-

surably our superiors in imitating
the conduct and following . in the
blessed footsteps of Him whom we

call Master. The custom which they |
brought into vogue was by no means
an empty theory, for the betterment,
of life, but a severe reality. With'
them fasting meant fasting, not a
useless desire to give up articles of
food: abstaining from  pleasures
meant just as it reads, not donming
a sombre looking gown, appearing !
sad on public ocoasions, or staying
indoors when there is any possibility
of gaining a little credit by 8o do-
ing. Early Christianity presented
no sentimentalism, mno sham, no
merely outward appearances. The
primitive Catholics were in earnest,
as their divine Master was in earn-
est; they believed with Him  that
the way to everlasting life was mot

. on the contrary, bhyy ‘believed
with Him that it was pafrow and

to traverse, full of ups  and:

Lot
| testimony of the early Catholic wri-

wt the back of the practice of fas't-
g and abstaining during the Len-
tentide LL was, therefore, a Lime
in which the faithful asked God's
merey for themselves and showed it
Lo others—a time in which sinners
had grecter opportunities of being
conciled to God--u time of mourn-

g in which all amusements, festivi-
ties and social gatherings were

con-
sidered 1o be out of place—a time
inwhich the body was mortified by
discipline that the soul mright be
strengthened and fortified with vir-
tine That is what Lent was to the
Catholies: of ages long since Qone
hy, and that is

g its spirit to-day.
I'his may be a dark and gloomy pic-

ture of six  weeks of  the welcome
vear—the God-given year, with its
varmth and cunshine, with ite

charms and beanty, with ite recur-
ring seasons of activity and repose—
but it is no darker than the spirit
Christ’s teachings, the universal
ters, and the constant ruling of the
Church in every age of her long ex-
istence will warrant us in drawing.
Chicago New World

———

Skill Requiced to Cast a Bell.

Few people know the amount
science and  skill required vo
duce a pure-toned bell.
that a bell is a musical instrument,
a8 dependent  for it tone quality
upon fixed laws as is a piano or
organ.

A good beal is never an uccident—
no "‘hit or miss’’ alloy of copper and
tin gives a true, pleasing note.

The best bells, like the best pianos,
are made only by those who have
given a life study to the work. Pro-
bably that is the reason why bellg
cast by the McShane Bell Foundry
Co., of Baltimore, Md., bear so high
a reputation. McShane  bells make
Sunday morming musical, and call
from factory and school to dailv la-
bor and study in almost every town
and hamlet.

McShane bells are cast from a
fixed alloy of New, Superior Copper
and Best Imported Block Tin which
produces’ the depth and richmess of
tone and prolongation of sound
neceswary to a good bell.

But a bell, when cast, is not com-
plete; it must be mounted. Here,
again, McShane Beus score agwinst.
others, the Patent Rotary Yoke he-
ing the best hanging eyer
and by means of which the da
of cracking is almost entirely avoid<

ed. R

All McShane hells of ' 100
and upwards, have springs
to prevent the elapper

of
pro-
They forget

on the bell after striking.
hiipstons

' inores full re
The




