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Histoiiv !" id of Aughrim
Besides the historic memories which three hundred and fifty feet 

cling to Athlone and the country 
around it, because of its siege of 
the Willie mite war, there are other 
and scarcely less interesting tradi­
tions which preserve for it a place 
in Irish history. The little village 
of Lissoy, some eight or nine miles

high.

RUINS OF AUGHRIM CASTLE.

An old castle, the ruins of which 
still stand, commanded the narrow 
and difficult pass at the base of the 
hill. The road ran by Kilcommoda-u

Galway. The other pass, or cause­
way, ran through Urachrou connect­
ing with Ballinasloe by way of

north of the town, in the County of i Abbey and the village of the same 
Westmeath, and close to the Long- ; w+hl<* French still call
ford border, is famed as the boy-1 ALhenry, Loughrea and
hood home of Oliver Goldsmith, and 
Lissoy itself is the reputed scorie of
hiq well-known poem, "The Desert- - ■ -5------  ~v --v
rd Village." It is situated in a dis-1 Ey^ourt and tianag-her bridge, «0 
trict notable for quiet pastoral 'vcl1 ,ttS bV * second route with Por- 
.beauty more than for anything, of the 1^esu wcre thc routes by
ntoturesmn or romantic, beyond ,wM°h til« L'1"* army intended to rc- 
what Goldsmith has invedfrd it 'treat m =“*= they were defeated.

. y. 1 (>n one or two ruths or circular
Wltn- ! îmounds, supposed to bo of Danish
THE SCENE OF THE LAST origin, close by and near Aughrim 

GREAT STRUGGLE BETWEEN Castle, St. Ruth is said to have 
THE CATHOLICS AND WIL- Pitched his tent. Several lines of 
LIAM OF ORANGE. white thorn hedge rows growing in

earthen fences provided splendid shel- 
Sonie twenty-one miles to the ter for the Irish infantry, a fact 

southwest of Athlone, and within which St. Ruth was not slow to no- 
five miles of Ballinasloe, is A ugh- tice on his way to Athlone and to 
rim, the scene of the last great take advantage of when forced to 
struggle between the Irish Catholic retreat. These hedge rows provided 
forces and the army of William of admirable natural breastworks for 
Orange, before the siege and Treaty the Irish army, and even his sever- 
of Limerick, and the Sailing of es®*critics admit that St. Ruth left 
Sarsfield and his army to Fiance, nothing possible undone in forming 
The biuve but impetuous and over- his line of battle and preparing his 
confident Frenoh officer, St. Ruth, army for the approaching conflict, 
whose want of caution and error He was evidently determined to 
of judgment at the z^iege of Athlone wipe .out at any oust the unfortun-
had cost the Irish army so dearly 
and giVen victory to William's gene­
ral', Ginokle, regretted his error 
when it was too late. The tradi­
tions still existing in the locality, , 
as well as the records af the time, 
declare that St. Ruth and the gal- f 
Inn t Sorsfield almost came to dead­
ly combat as a result of St- Ruth's ‘ 
criminal blunder in allowing the 
British to enter Athlone. The alter­
cation became so bitter between | 
them that where both should have 
been united in council they were ab­
solutely divided, Sarsfield feeling 
exceedingly angry that the French­
man should have been so 
at a critical 'time.

St. Ruth, on the other hand, was 
chastened considerably by the costly 
reverse which he had met and re­
cognized that to himself alone was ^ ivui; 
due- the British triumph at Athlone.- 01 
The estrangement between himself 
«ml Sarsfield was in no small de-, 
gree responsible for the succeeding 
reverses to the Irish army at Augh­
rim. which at first gave promise of

a'tu incident for which he was re­
sponsible at Athlone. The fueling, 
however, to which his action had 
given rise was the main cause of the 
defeat of the Irish army at Aughrim. 
The Frenchman’s pride having been 
wounded, he conceived the idea of 
Winning the battle by his own bra­
very and military ability alone.

THE FRENCH GENERAL’S PLAN 
OF ACTION.

He posted his army in three divi­
sions, covering a, front of . about

_______ two miles, its right resting on Ura-
negl'igvnt bhree and.its left on Aughrim. The 

center rested on the middle of Kil- 
commodan Hill, between the camp 
and the ltedge rows. Each division 
consisted of a flxmt row of infan­
try and a ivar line of cavalry, two 
of St. Ruth’s field pieces being 

the defence of Aughrim 
Castle, and a battery of three pieces 
jxjsted on the northern Arlojx- of the 
hill, so as to cover the pass to the 
Castle, part of the morass or bog 
in front and the firmer ground be

teint; a magnificent victory for the „ aIlU preveut the British from 
Irish forces, and would have W|PU , forraijng there and threatening the 
out the dmster at Athlone. but j, the lriBh
xvhioh subsequently develolK-d be-j The raimining battery of four 
cause of the death of St. Eu», into pjetog SL ,{tflh pUm.ted on the right

‘ ! to keep the jmss leading to Ura­the utter rout of the Irish army.
St. Hath, on his march from Line- j chrec. Thc ,eeling between himself 
rick to Athlone. a. ^OTt ^me pro-j d Sarsfield was doubtless the 
viously. had singled out the vicinity, for thc Klvnchman posting
of Aughrim as what he regarded as 
■the finest battlefield in Europe, 
and to it he decided to retreat, for 
meeting with the reverse at Athlone, 
he dreaded the anger of Louis of 
France for his negligence, and filled 
with rage and mortification at the 
disaster which had followed, he re­
solved to stake all on a pitched bat­
tle with the British.

SELECTING THE FIELD OF BAT­
TLE.

Tyroonnell, who had marched from 
Limerick to St. Ruth’s assistance, 
protested against St. liuth’s inten­
tion, but St. Ruth would not give 
way and so Tyr Connell marched Lack 
again to Limerick. St. Ruth ga­
thered his army, which numbered, 
di-spite their defeat at Athlone, some 
fifteen thousand foot and two thou­
sand horse and dragoons. The Bri­
tish force numbered nearly twenty- 
five thousand men and a formidable 
force of artillery, while the Irish 
had but nine field pieces. St. Ruth 
marched by way of Milton Pass to­
ward Ballinasloe, which stands -on 
the river Suck, some few miles above 
its confluence with the Shannon, and 
in the County of Galway. His ca­
valry covered the retreat, but he 
was not pursued by the British. He 
posted his army along by the fords 
of Lite Suck, as if he intended to 
fight at Ballinasloe, but his pre­
vious knowledge of the country de­
termined him to select the ground 
near Aughrim for the battle. .

His fatal" blunder at Athlone■ had 
discouraged his Irish soldiers, many 
of w-hom were unwilling to trust 
themselves to his judgement again in 
battfe. But although rash and neg­
ligent at a critical time. St. Rutlh 
was nevertheless a brave soldier, ami 
he had staked everything on the 
fight at Aughrim. He defiled his 
army along the slopes of Kiloommo- 
dan Hill, where he established his 
camp on the eastern side of the 
hill facing toward Gar ball y emdiBel- 
lmasloc. Kilootnmodan at that 
time was very nearly surrounded by 
red bog. On the front, by whichOn the front, by
Glucide the Williemite general, must ^er’8 ablllty for which hie name 
approach, ran a SmaH at ream with throughout Europe.

that brilliant officer on the westerly 
side of the hill, out of view of the 
appro-aching army, and with strict 
orders that Sarsfield was to make 
no move wi thout a -direct order from 
St. Ruth himself. He co-nceived the 
idea, which proved the undoing of 
the Irish army, that he would not 
communicate his plan of battle to 
any of his subordinates generals, his 
intention being that if he wore to 
fall himself the battle would still be 
waged as he had from the first 
planned it should be. His unfortun­
ate mistake in this resect staked 
the fa-te of the struggle and of Ire­
land on the life or death of St. 
Ruth himself. Under h-im. besides 
Sarsfield. were many brave and ca­
pable Irish soldiers, including Colo­
nels Walter and David Burke. Tol- 
worfch. Felix O’Neill. Anthony 
O’Neill. Brigadier-General Henry 
Luttrell. Major-Generals Dorrington. 
H. M. O’Neill, Gordon O’Neill, and 
Lords Bophin. Kilmallack, Galmonv, 
Galway and Clare.

OINCKLE TOO LATE TO CAP­
TURE THE IRISH ARMY.

William’s army, under Ginckle, was 
meantime marching in hot haste from 
Athlone with the object of capturing 
the Irish army under St. Rut/h. His 
advance guard came in sight of the 
Irish army on July 11, 1691, a lit­
tle distance outside of Ballinasloe. 
Ginokle at the head of a formidable 
force of cavalry, rode forward and 
crossed the river Suck by a ford to 
reconnoitre the Irish position. The 
outlook wad not to his liking. As 
soon as thc Irish posts had fallen 
back before his advance and he 
reached the opposite heights, he saw 
through his field glasses less than 
two miles distant the Irish army, 
drawn up in serried lines, standing 
by their guns and ready for the
ft»t. Ruth allowed Ginokle to ad­
vance within a mile of the Irish lines, 
and the trained military eye of the 
Dutchman at once recognized the 
strength of St, Ruth’s position, 
which had been chosen with all the

was renowned throughout Europe 
Ginckle rode hack to camp, called hi a 
officers. Maclday, Talmash. Ruvigmy 

w and others, into a council of war. 
b t aTOi gave as his own opinion that

several branches, which made the 
morass impracticable for horses and 
very difficult for infantry. This sec­
tion is all now meadow land. but.

C el bmj! Ih.mmlve. with e «HW I»

jr.su sïïïï; x.~<a.£r..ïïL «

9-te advance, and at five o'clock in 
the afternoon, after some previous 
skirmishing, the William!tc army 
attempted to force the pass at Ura- 
chree. I11 this they were foiled, the 
Irish army, which had done such 
magnificent work at the battle of 
the Boyne a short time before, 
holding thorn back, although the Bri­
tish forces outnumbered them two to

THE RUSE OF THE IRISH SUC­
CESSFUL.

Ginokle ordered his infantry for­
ward after sounding the intervening 
morass, and threw his forces against 
the Irish center. They were receiv­
ed by the Irish ochicenled behind the 
nearest hedges, and after a sharp 
fight the Irish retreated to the next 
lino of defence, behind the second 
line of hedges. By a repetition of 
these tactics the Irish drew the Wil- 
liamite infantry gradually up Un- 
slope of the hill from the bog, and 
beyond the po-int where they could 
be safely supported by the ‘ William- 
ite ogvalry. The retreat of the Irish 
was so slow ami systematic from 
one hedge row to the next that the 
Willi limites believed the Irish were in 
steady retreat until they suddenly 
found themselves face to face with 
tfie main body of the Irish army, 
who charged them in front and rush­
ed around on their flanks through 
the -oi>on passages or gaps which St. 
Ruth had previously cut in the hedges 
for that purpose.

The result was that the British 
forces were thrown -into utter confu­
sion . They made a rush to get 
back to their own camp, but were 
cut down in the morass and forced 
into a deadly fight by the Irish in­
fantry , while they were endeavoring 
to get back to their own lines. Two 
of their colonels, Earle and Herlx-rt, 
were taken prisoners, Earle being 
again retaken by his own side and 
finally rescued. Further along -the 
Irish line in the direction of Augh­
rim the Wii 1 iainites had a similar 
experience, though their loss there 
was not so severe as it was where 
they got caught in the bog. St. 
Ruth witnessing their discomfiture, 
cried out with the enthusiasm of toi» 
countrymen, "The day is ours, mes 
enfants,’’us he saw the combined Bri­
tish, Hutch, Danish, German and 
Huguenut artillery, accounted the 
best in Europe, flying before the 
Irish charge. That ended the fight­
ing for that night.
THE ORANGEMEN AND THE 

BOYNE.
But Ginckle determined to renew 

the attack at -the earliest |H>ssible 
moflkei The next day was Sunday, 
July 12. It is a somewhat peculiar 
circumstance that the annual cele­
bration of the battle of the Boyia-, 
which is observed even up to this 
day by the Orangemen in Ireland, 
ami elsewhere, is absolutely mis­
placed as to date. While -intending 
to celebrate the battle of the Boyne 
the battle they really celebrate is 
that of Aughrim, which took place 
more than a hundred miles to the 
westward and twelve days later than 
the battle of Llie Boyne, which was 
fought on July 1.

The fighting was renewed at an 
early hour on Sunday morning.Ginc­
kle’s seasoned veterans, most of 
whom had fought the continental 
wars, numbered from twenty-five to 
thirty thousand men, comprising 
seventy regiments, besides his artil­
lery, while the Irish forces did not 
number more than nail as many. 
Ginckle marshaled his army in two 
.lines of battle, thc infantry in the 
front line massed toward the center, 
and the cavalry on the flanks, sup­
ported by his cannon. The Irish 
army, outside of the comparatively 
small number of officers and men on 
sentry duty, assisted at Mass, the 
chaplains of the regiments officiating 
at' the altars.
WILLIAM’S VETERAN GENERALS 

REPULSED.
Suddenly the order to advance was 

given to the British army, and in­
stantly the Irish soldiers rushed to 
their horses and prepared for tbat­
tle. St. Ruth addressed them, call­
ing upon them in the name of t-heir 
country and liberty, and their mili­
tary glory, to conquer or die in the 
fight on which they were entering. 
The British continued to advance 
while the fog from the river for a 
time shut out the two armies from 
sight of each other, until it finally 
rolled away and the armies confront­
ed each other, nothing but the 
stretch of bog between them. The 
Irish shouted their defiance to the 
Will iainites, who in turn shouted 
•back, until it was apparent that the 
fight would be to the death. Ginokle 
manoeuvred towards Urachree so as 
to give his artillery a better chance 
away from the -bog, his first charge 
being made by a Danish troop on an 
Irish picket. They were repulsed, 
however, and one after another— 
Cunningham’s dragoons, Eppinger’s 
cavalry and Lord Portland’s horse, 
nil commanded by the veteran general 
Holztapfel. were driven back by the 
Irish outposts.

LENT.

To Know is to Prevent.—If the 
miners who work in cold water moot 
of the day would rub their feet and 
legs with Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil 
they would escape muscular rheuma­
tism and . render their nether limbs 
proof against the ill effects of ex­
posure to cold. Those setting out 
for mining regions would do well to

Lent, with its sackcloth and ashes, 
with its fast and abstinence, with 
its enchanting wand dispelling all un 
becoming sport and amusements and 
its stem dictum forbidding festivities 
and social gatherings, is now at hand 
Penance is so interwoven in the re­
ligious beliefs of a Christian as to be 
almost an integral part of his being. 
He recognizes the fact that he must 
do penance in order to merit the 
good will of heaven. And how 
beautiful to see the Christian World 
kneeling in penitential garb at the 
feet of God !

I .ent ( from the Anglo-Saxoif lenc- 
ten. which means spring ) signifies 
the fast which takes place just before 
Buster. The Latins call it Quadrage­
sima, by which is meant the 10 days 
through which it runs. The forty 
days were Introduced to commemor­
ate the 40 days’ fast of Christ -in tin- 
desert before He begun His public 
ministry. Christ. however, did 
not institute Lent. neither 
did He order His disciples to 
fast, thoubh at one time He said 
they would fust when the -bride­
groom, meaning Himself, would lie 
taken away from them, it is, there­
fore, not of divine origin. It is purely 
an ecclesiastical institution, but one so 
thoroughly in harmony with t-he spi­
rit of Christianity as to be insepa­
rable from it.

Like many other practices and in­
stitutions of the Church, it has an 
interesting hi Story. She goes I tack so 
far and has passt-d through such 
dnrk nights, whose blackness no hu­
man eye can pierce, and has seen 
Mu- Ix-ginning and end of so much 
that it is impossible to account for 
everything. The Lenten observance is 
one of these: in other words its ori­
gin is lost in the gloom of the past. 
It is certainly a very old practice, 
pro-bably dating back to the times of 
ltoe AiMist les. The Scriptures, how­
ever, make no mention of any fast 
before Easter: but early ecclesiasti­
cal writers refer to it as in existent" 
for generations immediately sucovd- 
ing ihvm It is enough to cite one of 
the Fathers. St. Irenaeus, speaking 
ill the second century of the fast Ie- 
fore EasU-r, and of the many ways 
in which it was observed in differ­
ent parts of the country, says that 
■this diversity of observance was no 
new. thing, but had arisen "long be­
fore i-n a past generation." About 
the same time, we find Tertullian en­
gaged in a discussion: about the same 
su-l fjvct. Tlw-st-r m-feivoces s-huvw the 
very old standing of this sa-Iuti\i> 
institution of t-he Church. Its am­
bus cast about it the sanction of 
ivn-ticiu-ity and impaited to its name 
a divine approval. It was never a 
mere sentiment or theoretical pio- 
1 Misai of discipline. bt was consid­
ered to be binding, as <ve learn in. 1 
the Council of Cungru, held in the 
fourth century. This council enjoins 
upon all Christians the obligation of 
Kvep-mg the Lenten fast ' '-observed by 
the church.’’ it may be supposed, 
100, t-toa-L the great fm-tto u-f tile early 
Christians as well as their belief in 
the efficacy of severe disciplinary 
laws, made their observance of t-toe 
penitential season much more exact­
ing and less sentimental than at jire­
sent. To talk of the Lent of Ter- 
. 11 Ilian’s time is to talk of bread and 
water, sack-cloth and asiies, in the 
fullest sense of tiivir meaning, of 
deep faith and close communion with 
God, such as the world does not 
now Ix-toold. The way it is now 
kept is only a shadow of the old 
time-honored custom.

In primitive times it had no uni­
form duration. There is no allusion 
to the forty days which the Church 
now makes binding. It was only 
after the custom itself was well es­
tablished that the length was pres­
cribed. In the absence of any gene­
ral law to the contrary, each pro­
vince, through its Bishop, determin­
ed the duration of its penitential 
season; but all were agreed in one 
thing, namely, that it should take 
place immediately before Eatfter, or 
the day commemorating the resur­
rection of our Saviour. Hence the 
non-uniformity of length of time 
which springs up in different places. 
The people of same localities fasted 
seven w<feks, of others four weeks, 
and of still others only three. As a 
rule the Greeks kept it seven weeks, 
but excepted Saturdays and Sundays; 
and the Latins generally -kept it six’ 
weeks, but excepted Sunday, a cus­
tom to which they still adhere. St. 
Gregory speaks of Lent as a little 
less than two months, while St. 
Augustine calls it Quadragesima, and 
connects it with the forty days’ fast 
of our Lord, and also with tnet of 
Mosi-e and Elias. In the fifth centu­
ry the northern pa it of Africa, which 
was then flourishing and intensely 
Catholic, all. Egypt, Palestine and 
the West generally, kept it for six 
weeks; but, by excluding Sundays, 
there were left thirty-six fast days. 
Constantinople—whlcn tnee knew 
no religion but the Catholic—and the 
Eastern provinces under its influence 
kept it for seven weeks, but by ex­

cepting both Saturdays and Sundays 
there were left only thirty-five fast 
days.

Along in the seventh centurv. the 
Church, in order to insure uniformity 
and to supply the extra four days, 
so -as to make the fast coincide with 
that of our Lord, nrrocriked thet it 
should begin on the fourth day before 
the first Sunday in Lent, that is, or
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Ash Wednesday. 1 lie whole
vIn.roll nos sv.cliy uulicvvu

Ash
then viu irn\v, »-t ixîto-mtt

Wednesday, 11 ends with 
noly .•Mi-luruay—jus-L forty nays, 
no., mg vli.- . .u-iiuays out. Win 11 1 .-<»-

rel-igi-on Lvaciu s unvin, i«.>. s a not 
1(A)». much l iive an uni va V.oil o-i
VtiiiSL’s conduct/ Aim win 11 lie 
had fasted lar Jorty days uiid forty 
nights, ul'l el wards ne was Hungry.

J he custom of sprinkling ’the l-orf - 
iitad with asilivs oil Ash vVeo-nesuay 
has a somewhat surprising origin 
and in-it-resting history. ,11 i-r.ini- 
tive times asiies were nut piuce<l 1 n 
the heads of every one nidi serin i-iu- 
ately. Dubl.c peiii-tems alone wera 
sprinkled with them. The ceremony 
took sfilace at the church door. Ah 
the ashes fell on the head of the 
jmniten-t. lie heard these words: "Re­
member, man, that thou art dust, 
and back to dust thou shaft return. 
Do penance, that you may possess 
everlasting life!" There was always 
sympathy .for these public sinners, 
and soon their friends came and re­
ceived the ashes with them, -Dut to 
the latter the words, "Do penance," 
etc., were not addressed, as -they 
were not considered sinners. Gradu­
ally the number of sympathizers giv w 
until finally, -in the coursé of time, 
the whole congregation was sprinkl­
ed with ashes, as symbolical of man’s 
origin and last end.

A I
"Dust thou art, to dust rcturncth, j
’Twas not spoken of the soul.” j

We have thus seen that Lent, as |
we W& have it, is an old institu- 1 
tion. It sprang into existence when i 
faith was strong, vvlien religious 
teachings wera thought more of 
than worldly principles of wisdom, j 
•greatness, or renown—when thv 
world was governed by men whom 
all acknowledge to have ibeen immea­
surably our superiors in imitating 
the conduct and following in the 
blessed footsteps of Him whom we 
call Master. The custom which they 
brought into vogue was by no means 
an empty theory, for the betterment. 
of life, but a severe reality. With 
them fasting meant fasting, not a , 
useless desire to give up articles of 
food: abstaining from pleasures 4
meant just as it reads, not domring

sombre looking gown, appearing 
sad on public occasions, or staying 
indoors when there is any possibility , 
of gaining a little credit by so do­
ing. Early Christianity presented 
no sentimentalism, no sham. no 
merely outward appearances. The 
primitive Catholics were in earnest, 
as their divine Master was i-n earn­
est; they believed with Him that 
the way to everlasting life was not 
easy; on the contrary, they believed 
with Him that it was narrow and 
hard to traverse, full of ups and 
downs, fu'l of pit falls and stumbl­
ing blocks, and literally strewn 
with thorns and briars.

It is mgn’s human nature that 
makes it so: and hence to bring by 
the most efficacious means, that na­
ture under control was the motive

at the back of the practice of fast­
ing and abstaining during the Lon- 
icntiil.-. It was. therefore, a tiifio 
hi which the faithful asked God’s 
nw-rev fur Llx-msi-lves and showed it 
in olh.-iK a time in which sinners 
livid greater opportunities of -being 
iv< oneiled to God—a time of mourn­
ing in which nil amune-ments, festivi­
ties and social gatherings were con- 
.videivd to |„. tfme
in which the body was mortified by 
discipline that the soul might be 
stiiMigthened and fortified with vir­
il-. That is what Lent was to the 
’itholics of ages long since gone 

by. and that is its spirit to-day.
I his may he a. dnrk and gloomy pic- 

’( ure of six weeks of the welcome 
the God-given year, with its 

warmth and sunshine, with its 
charms and lieauty, with its recur­
ring seasons of activity auid re|*ose— 
but it is no darker than the spirit 
• >f Christ’s teachings, the universal 
testimony of the early Catholic wri­
ters, and the constant ruling -of the 
Church in every age of her long ex- 
-istenco will warrant us in drawi-ng. 
—Chicago New World.

Skiii Required to Cast a Bell.

Few people know the amount of 
science and skill required to pro­
duce a pu re-toned bell. They forget 
that a boll is a musical instrument, 
as dependent for its tone quality 
u|>on fixed laws us is a piano or 
organ.

A good beal is never an accident— 
no "h-i-t or miss” alloy of oopper and 
tin gives a true, pleasing note.

The best bells, like the best jnanos, 
are made only by those who have 
given a life study to the work. Pro- 
liably that is t-he reason why -bells 
cast by the McShane Bell Foundry 
Co., of Baltimore, Md., ^ear ho high 
a reputation. McShane bells make 
Sunday morning musical, and call 
from factory and school to deilv la­
bor and study in almost every town 
and hamlet.

McShane bells are cast from a 
fixed alloy of New, Superior Oopjier 
and Best Imported Block Tin which 
produces' the depth and richness of 
tone and prolongation of sound 
necewary to a good bell.

But a bell, when cast, is not com­
plete; it must be mounted. Hera, 
again, McShane hens score atminst 
others, the Patent Rotary Yoke be­
ing the best hanging ever devised, 
and by means of which the do Tver 
of cracking is almost entirely avoid-' 
ed.

All McShane bells of 100 wcftHt* 
and upwards, have springs a-tInched 
to priwent the clapper fr<im 
on the hell after striking. Th s. < f 
course, prevents a metallic eonn'1 and : 
Insures full resonance and f>Vre t* -ne.

The McShane foundry turns out 
more bells than a-nv competitor, ow­
ing, no doubt, to their great i 
ority.
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