In
Education.
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¥or two hours Dr. Benjamin
Da Costa held the close attention of
a large audience in the !\lonur:ent,
National on Wednesday
while he twas lecturing on “Irishmen
in Education, Past, Present, and Fu-
ture.” The Rev. Martin Callaghan,
P.P., of St. Patrick's, presided, and
the audience included, hesides a large

evening,

number of clergymen, Monsignor Ra-
cicot, Vicar-General of the archdio-
cese being  amongst
Cochrane, the Hon.
Hingston, the Hon. Dr. Guerim,

Hon. Mr. Justice Doherty,

them, Mayor
William

the

Sir

and the

Hon. James McShane, In introducing
the lecturer, ¥ather Callaghan paid
a warm tribute to Dr. Da Costa's
great intellectual ability and to the
noble purposes to which he is devot-
fng his brilliant talents. Alluding to
the position held by Dr. Da Costa
in the intellectual world of the
United States, he said that he occu-
pied the same rank as the late dis-
tinguished Dr. Orestes Brownson and
7. W. Marshal, the gifted author ol
the ‘‘Comedy of Convocation.”

Dn. Da Costa, after paying an elo-
quent tribute to the labors of French
priests in the cause of education in
Canada, and lucidly explaining the
mature of true education, went on to
say, in part: But my theme to-
night is, the Irishman in Education.
Here, indeed, are two themes, and I
might ask,- first, what is the Irish-
But I move the previous ques-
Irish

man?
tion, and I ask, what is the
man not (laughter and cheers) ? Who
can tell us ‘what the Irishman is
not? For how many-sided and inclu-
give is his character wnerever found,
so facile in meeting the requirements
of a situation, showing himself pro-
sperous in hardship, cheerful in ad-
wersity, and always enterprising and
up-to-date. Outside his own land he
is found everywhere. In India we
have seen him wviceroy; in Brazil a
coffee-planter; in Rome hie holds up
the hands of the ‘‘Black Pope”’
(laughter) ; in the Unitcd States he
i a Cardinal, and ready to be an-
other; in China he holds the rank
of a Mandarin; in France he is a
imarshal; in Spain a grandee;in ‘Alaska
he is & Jesuit; in the British Parlia-
ment he is an eloquent orator; while
§n the monastery at Oka, where his
skilled agriculture tdaches the hills
to rejoice, the fields to laugh har-
vests, giving indeea all nature a
voice, the Irishman is a Trappist
and dumb (laughter) ; in Montreal
he is what? I1f there were time one
might say a good deal on that
point—among other things that he
§s a large-hearted Sulpician, a skil-
ful musician, and a noble-souled rec-
tor of St. Patrick’s. (Applause).
Still, whatever else the Irishman is,
and in whatever land he may be
found, he stands the friend and de-
fender of education. (Cheers). It is
this character that we deal with him
now. Iet me observe, however, that
no academic treatment of the subject
fs proposed. The speaker likewise
agrees not to tell you anything new
§n connection with the general theme:
and yet i€ may be well to refresh
memory with a few statements in
‘regard to education.

After dwelling on the importance
of religion in education the lecturer
proceeded:  Religion has been the
keynote of Irish education from the
time of St. Patrick down to our
own day, and must continue to be
the Trish conception in all the days
* to ' come. One thing to be noted,
‘though it is mot always recognized,
is that, from the dawn of Irish his-
tory the Irish have ever appeared as
literary neople. a people with a
i taste and appreciotion. Irish
dates back to a period of

| wan historian Tacitus,
| of the Emperor Trajan, or three

turies before St. Patrick, speaks

Ircland as a country important for
its trade with the continent; and, in.
the year 78, Agricola, the Roman
Governor in Britain, favored an in-
vasion of Ireland as a means of pro-
tecting Britain 1tseli, so powerful
had the Irish become even in fuce of
Roman = armies, They extend-
ed their military operations, even to
the mountains of Switzerland, and
found a bar only in the mighty Alps.
But now there is a strange thing to
relate. When they were in the full
tide of a newly-developed military
power the Trish suddenly witharew
their troops back into Ireland, and
never approached Dritain or the con-
tinent again until, as converts to
the Catholic faith, they went forth,
a peaceful army, to preach the Gos-
pel. This transformation of charac-
ter, if one of the neglected things in

Irish story, is nevertheless most re-
markable, as Protestant historians
testify.

Under the teaching of St. Patrick
o system of education was inaugur-
ated, and schools of learning’sprang

up on -every hand. During his life
Ireland became Christian, and the
Church in lgl-lnnd prepared for an

evangclical invasion of FEurope. The
Irish ambition now was to preach
the Gospel of Christ, in which work
filled with a fiery zeal.

they were
The historican Greene tells us that
St. Patrick “had not been half a

century dead when Irish Christianity
flung itself into battle with the mass
of heathenism which was rolling in
upon the Christian world.” = But we
must recognize this, that all the mis-
gionary zeal shown abroad stood
connected with education, even as at
home. - The school, the Seminary,
was the adjunct of the Church. 'The
first thing done by the Irish was to
fill Britain with missions; which in-
cluded the mission and schools of St.
Columba at Iona. Next the Irish
passed over to the continent. St.
Columbanus went even into Italy,
where he founded the monastery of
Bobbio. Everywhere the Irish led
by him invigdrated the Church,
which had suffered from the demoral-
ization that followed the fall of the
Roman empire. Later, under the
Emperor Charlemagne, Irishmen like
Dicnil and Scotus Erigina were ac-
tive, while the Irish Fergol of Bals-
burg and Moengal, the preceptor of
St. Gall, had noble fcilowers in the
work of education.

In the twelith and thirteenth cen-
turies education went forward on the
continent. -New institutions were
founded in Germany, whose scholars
are now resorting to Ireland for Ccl-
tic study, as it were recognizZing
what Ireland did for their country in
In 1076 an Irishman,
University of

early times.
Marian, founded the
Ratisbon in Germany, whither muany
of the Irish from Ulster went to
teach. In 1189 an Irish monastery,
which meant a school, was founded
in Bulgaria. The Irish also founded
Wurzburg in 1134, and St. Marv atv
Vienna in the year 1200. Thus the
work of the Irish on the contiaent of
Europe. continued during centurics.

1t should also be noticed that fcr

generations students from  Europe
resorted in great numbers to ire
schools of Ireland for their oduca-

tion. Ireland was | practically one
great univgrsity, producing the r-ost
thorough scholars that the world at
that period knew. It was notv, how-
ever, the higher education, schools
for the most favored class, that the
Irish provided. They furnishud eie-
mentary education, schooliag for the
poor, which is something that toe
Catholic Church has everywhere hept
in mind, attending to the wauts of
the common people, notwithstanding
the fact that there are those who
fancy that in the ancient times the
Church neglected popular edutation,
and, indeed, was the foe of putdic
schools. The history of Catholic
education forms an overwhelming re-
ply to all these aspersions.

All this indicates the place of the
Irish in connection with: the inteflec-
tual development of Europe. No
other nation can show any regord of
this kind. It was the scholars of

ve | Trelund who put living blood into |

‘and Mbraries laid waste.
damage was thus done to -

before him & mission of

of learning. But most ou
all were the later penal laws, wiich
rendered the Trish helpless, and  de-
prived them of education. The priest
was made an outlaw, & price — the
price of the head of a wolf —being '
set upon his head; while the school- !
master could do work only =g the
cost of extreme peril.  In  Ireland
thus early the Government raised the
cry, ‘‘the Friars wmust go!'" But this
was mot all. “The schoolmaster must
go.”” And he went. ‘In the time of
Queen Elizabeth Dublin University
was founded in the interests of Pro-
testant England. It was hoped that
Ireland would thus be made §» con-
form to English ideas. Down to the
present time Catholic Ireland has not
been allowed to maintain a umiver-
sity of her own with power to con-
fer degrees. The present national
schools in Irelana are an English
system of schools, on the whole; and
the religious orders, ‘“The Friars,”
are striving calmly to make up the
deficiency as far as possible; while
the steady devotion of the Irish to
the Catholic faith has taught the
Government that the people camaot
be conquered (applxvee), and the
Parliament that ordered the priest
to be hunted and put to death was
at last obliged, two hundred years
afterwards, to vote funds for the es-
tablishment of a college in Ireland
expressly to educate Catholic priests.
(Cheers). Across the border not
long ago there was also a ery of
““The Friars must go,” but it has
not taken two hundred years . to
convince the Government that it
were wiser to decree that the Friars
must stay. (Cheers).

In estimating the volume of work
done for human advancement by the
Irish, all this must be taken into
account. When we make the neces-
sary survey we find that the  same
literary spirit which was generated
in the schools of ancient Ireland has
been reproduced in modern  times,
proving an important part of educa-
tional force. If the sceptic asks,
therefore, what has been done of late
for education by the Irish through
literature, we may point him to the
vast body of Irish literature pro-
duced since the establishment of the
printing press. A volume, however,
would be required to do justice to
this thought, and we can attempt
little more than to suggest it. Leav-
ing out the distinctly learned work
of this period by Irishmen and by
the publication of the ancient Irish
literature, it is found that the poets

alone would prove a most prolific
theme. While the priest in Ireland
wus hunted, and while the scheol-

master was the schoolmaster of the
hedge, the pen was fairly free. In
passing penal faws it escaped the at-
tention of Parliament that literature
might take the place of the learned
teacher; and long before the panal
laws were modified literature was. a
power, shaping thought and forming
minds. The influence of Irish litera-
ture was not confined to Ireland. It
had its best hearing outside of Ire-
Jand, even in England and America,
where it has done much in the work
of ‘shaping culture.

Another real educational power is
found in the splendid object lessons
exhibited to the world in connection
with Irish history. In all ages of
the world no small portion of men’s
best education has been acquired
means of historic events, which un-
fold to the mind the plans of Divine
Providence. The voice of history is
the voice of God. The history of
Ireland is eminently instructive and
educational, alike in the story of its
Catholicity and the narrative of se-.
cular events. One need not observe
how distinctly Irish ‘history is
marked by lights and shadows,
sorrow and joy.

lections,

lesson of heroi¢
tient endu

q

achievement and
It id el t

t speaks by thel

and b (Loud appl
Sir William Hingston, in moving a
vote of thanks to Dr. Da Costa for
his excellent and very learned lec-
ture, alluded with satisfaction to
what he had said n regard to God-
less education. An education which
put the Almighty in the background
was certainly an evil system. He
had read recently of a'trial that
took place in France, where the peo-
ple were experiencing the sad results
of a Godless system of education.
The criminal’s lawyer stated that it
was not the prisoner who was to
blame for his misdeads. It was the
judge and the jury who were guilty,
for they had taken God out of the
education given to the prisoner.

Lawyers were not often right; but
that one certainly was. (Laughter
and applause).

The Hon. Judge Doherty, in sec-

onding the motion, said that it gave
him great pleasure to concur in what
had been said by Sir William Hings-
ton in admiration and appreciation
of the very learned and instructive
lecture to which they had just list-
ened. He had one fault to find with
Dr. Da Costa. He had stated that
he was pot going to say anything

new in connection with his theme;
and yet he had told them a good
deal that was absolutely vew.
(Laughter and applause). They
would all go home that night with

an increased knowledge of the great
part taken by Irishnien in education.
(Cheers).

A large choir, under the
directorship of Professor
who acted as accompanist, and
der the leadership of Mr. G. A, Car-
penter, rendered some excellent se-
which were heartily ap-
plauded, as was also a solo sung in
admirable style by Mr. Carpenter.

musical
Fowler,
un-

Misleading
News

In the

Secular Press.

(By a Subscriber.)

Under the heading ‘‘Eighty Thou-
sand Poles Seek to Join the Episco-
pal Church,”” there appeared in one
of the daily papers of this city re-
cently, a long article from which the
unsuspecting reader would at once
draw the conclusion that the num-
ber of Poles in question had left
Rome yesterday and knockea at' the
gates of London to-day with the re-
quest that they be admitted to the
chureh which Henry VIIL, called into
existence. The article in  question
begins as follows:—

“Eighty thousand Polish Catho-
lics, led by their Bishop in America,
who have renounced allegiance to
the Church of Rome, ask vo be ad-
mitted into the Anglican Communion
of the Pratestant Episcopal
Church.””

Here we have a fair specimen of
the manner in which the Protestant
press of the country tries to mislead
the unwary. Ome would at once
glean from the above that the Poles
in question had left the Catholig
Church en masse, and, headed by

Anglican suthorities for ad-

‘Bishop of his own esf

their = Bishop, had made a petivion |

d Father

This wes juite in place. As ‘the
founder he had the right to be look-

‘ed upon as not only first Bishop,

but first Pope. Having been chosen
by his people to fill the exalted " po-
sition of a bishop, how was he 1o
attain such a dignity? Being now in
schism and not recognized by the
Catholic Church—aglainst the au-
thority of which he had rebelled—he:
could not hope for episcopal conse-
cration at her hands, What is he to

‘do in his endeavor to lay hold on

the mitre? Ah! a thought strikes
his bewildered mind. Yes; he will
apply to a bishop of the Alt Church
of Switzerland, who, ne thinks, pos-
gesses the power necessary t0 Traise
him to the episcopal throme. This
done, he returns to America a full
fledged ““Catholic”” Bishop.

Here, dear readers, is a short
gketch of the life of this so-called
Bishop, who, we are told, left the

Catholic Church, followed by no less
than 80,000 of his flock and asked
admission into the Anglican Commu-
nion.

Needless to say he is not,
never was, a Catholic Bishop,
that his followers are not Catholics
but members of a schismatical, if not
heretical churcn, known as the “In-
dependent Catholic”” Church of Am-
erica. How these benighted people
can be reconciléd to the teachings of
a church which holds such opposite
views wupon all the great  truths
taught by Christ, far surpasses my
imagination. But probably as the
store of- opinions held by the Angli-
can Church on such truths are of
such a vast variety the mew mwem-
bers may be able to come to some
agreement—for it matters little to
the church of Henry what you be-
lieve it you are adverse to the See
of Peter.

It is astonishing how thinking
people in this thinking age will try
to satisfy their consciences with
empty titles, and, knowing that they
cannot enter at the door,: will scale
the wall to gain some notoriety. To
these I say in the words of Leo
XITI. addressed to the well known
Father Ignatius, who was supjosed
to be ordained to priestly orders by
Villate, who on his part, claimed to
be an archbishop of the ‘‘Old Cath-
olic Church’’ of America: ‘“The cowl
does not make the monk.” Despite
the fact that the Catholic Church is
being maligned by the non-Catholic
press of many lands and persecuted
in some way or other the world
over, she is, nevertheless, spreading
far and wide and stands to-day high-
er and more hrilliant than ever. She
is the Church of the Nations— not
of one nation, but of all climes and
all ages. She recognizes none out-
gide her fold, as truth admits not
error, .and all such persecutions only
tend to increase her brilliancy and
enlarge the number of her adher-
ents. F. L.

LOWALTY TO ROME.

It is not every day that we hear
or read a sermon in which the spe-
cief subject of the loyalty of Catho-
lics to the Roman See is treated.
At St. Mary’'s Widnes, England, on
the first Sunday in October, Rev.

Father Day, B.J:, of St. Francis
Xavier, Liverpool, preached & Very

and
and

spoke of the false accusatiol
olic Chureh, +He the

striking sermon on the sub}ect be-
fore us. Naturally Rev. Fa.ﬂwfbly

sacrifice and hazard t,

malntain him in all his rights.

e

The loyalty of the OCatholic t,
Rome is his whole-hearted  attach.
ment to the cause and the spiritua]
prerogatives of the Papacy, The Pa-
pacy for the Catholic is the person
the spiritual authority, and the ad:
ministration through whatever law-
ful channels of the Supreme Pontif
who for the time being sits gy the
Chair of Peter, and rules the Church
as the Vicar of Christ. It is an at-
tachment of conviction and an at-
tachment of sentiment, ana regards
the entire spiritual prerogative of
the rulers of the Church. It s g
conviction of the mind. The Catholic
is convinced that the Bishop of Rome
is the lawful successor of St. Peter
to whom it was said, ‘“‘Feed EI\I-
lambs, feed My sheep,”” and that h;
is imbued with all the: authority of
Christ to govern His Church Lo‘lile
end of time.! Peter and the Pope, to
the Cathglic mind, are one.
in spirit the precincts of the great
Basilica of Rome. Suppose it to he
a solemn festival. The immense
area of the sacred building is throng-
ed with members of every nation un-
der heaven. Through the multitude,
with his hand uplifted in benedic-
tion, is carried the venerable
tiff, while the sound which

from the organ, and the canticle
which is caught up by a thousand
voices and ascends to the lofty cu-
pola is one with the words there
written in letters of gold ‘‘Tu es
Petrus.”” ““Thou art Peter, and on
this rock I will build My Church.”
And to this canticle the thought of
the' heart responds. In the shouts
and clamours of demoustration,
mingling with tears of joy, you may
read the story of passionate ettaca-
ment and old-time loyalty to the
person and the rights of Christ’s re-
preseptative on eanth.

Enter

Pon-
booms

———
Such a scene as this, which is of
no uncommon but rather of frequent
occurrence, is a sufficient object les-
son of the nature of the loyalty
which Catholics of all nations have
for the spiritual fathers of the
household of the faith. These per-
sons of many nations have their
kingg and presidents to govern them
in temporal affairs. But in spiritual

matters they know only Peter and
his authority, which, in whatever
way it is applied to them, W nerher

it be directly by the proclamation
of the Holy Father, or indirectly

through the instrumentality of the
Congregations of the Curia, which
act in his name, will be met with
the fullest reverence and the most
devoted obedience. Such loyalty
knows no practical distinction be-
tween Pope and Curia. It is a

whole-hearted and a whole-souled at-
tachment to the entirety of the spi-
ritual authority and government of
the Bishop of Rome and the suces-
sor of St. Peter. Such also ought

our loyalty to be. What has our
loyalty  been in the past?
It has  been suggested that

our country in the past has not had
this loyalty, either of conviction or

sentiment. I8 this true? No; it is a
falschood. Catholic Fngland was
We are

ever loyal to the Pope.
charged in particular with disloyal-
ty in the period preceding the FPro-
s ““Ref tion’’ and com-
mencing as ulfly,‘ as the era of the

. Conguest. This js absolutely
untrue, and is a false reading of
which originated after the
Reformation of the six-
d which is wrong-
_been the out-

‘the evidence

We are re-
time.
the evi-

| juud, T will again call frc
" work which I have 8o lex
. od. The reader will find
‘4ory both instructive a
g, and 1 make no a
 qutilizing it as an intnoc
b what 1 purpose writing
- jssues.
* " The rhapsodies of Hon
 cited before those of O
§ poth are alike immortal.
q\iered the Greek empire;
L enslaved the intellect of
' the latter borrowed. her
Yet Rome had no -ancien
! Homer and Ossian are t!
gients of the shadowy pi
production’s will ever tri

i time.
: The ITrish bards were d
i three classes—the Fileas,
E prated the strains of wai
gion; the Brehons, wh
| {hemselves to the study
b Ghich they versified and
tle people, after the man
f Ionian bards; and the
i who filled the offices of .
¥ and historian. Almost ev
! stead of importance had
Seanachie, whose duty i
b ging the exploits, and trac
[* alogy, of the family up t
i The ancient Irish felt pr
;dcweut from this monare
. Trish of to-day are as sti
L tached to this idea as w
' ancestors.
No country 'is richer th
in those poetic records w
the early history of afl n
productions of her bardic
are most ample; but they
' dumb oracles to our genel
is no wonder that she we
F such records, for in that
her Kings were the muni
trons of literature. Th
| colleges for the education
bards, whose term of stu
least, seven years. Out ir
wood, beneath the shade
sacred oak, these poetic i
flourished. And when ti
gtudy was completed, the
Ollmah, or doctor, was cc
on the students. Then
forth and sang the war st
<luns, and the dogmas of
versified the proclamation:
law, the axioms of philos
the annals of history; and
genealogies of thelr respe
trons up to Milesius. Suc
. offices of this venerated :
' loged class, * * ®» &
Christianity -superseded
; and though the bards wes
- favor, the character of tk
| was changed. The ' breathi
new lyre were crowned
#weetness of Christian mo
f ‘The hymn of peace super
| 8train of battle.,The Ch
Song under her protectio:
it in her warfare against
'Ith.e most remarkable Irisi
| 8 were poets of a high
L ong whom we may menti
‘ombmus, one of the resto
| Iy Buropean Christianity.
. ¥Tote in the favored lang
g Church; and though, acco
| Bede, the Celtic, the Wels
 tonie, and the Latin lang
L Spoken in Irgland in the
L tury, the strains of thefr s
tlived in the hearts t»m
Palitian js remembered in




