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THE IRISH SITUATION.

Now that a most eventful session, 
as far as the Irish Nationalist Par­
ty is concerned, has come to an end, 
and that much speculation is in­
dulged in regarding the pi obable fu­
ture outlook for Ireland and Home 
Rule,.it may not be amiss to reflect 
for a moment . upon the situation. 
The principle subject that occupies 
the attention of all interested in 
Ireland's affairs, is the paving of the 
way for the introduction, next ses- 
siop, of a Bill to reduce the number 
of Irish representatives from one 
hundred to seventy-five. Mr. Cham­
berlain has alrfeady made it very 
clear that such is the intention of 
the Unionist supporters of the pre­
sent Government. We notice that

give one sample of “X’s” keensight­
edness. After passing a few cutting, 
but very stupid comments upon Wil­
liam O'Brien, Dillon, bavitt, T. P. 
O’Connor, and some other Irish re­
presentatives, this dealer in, what 
the “Review of Reviews’’ calls 
“Cameos iir Epigram,” tells us that:

“Mr. Edward Blake, who was im­
ported from Canada will go back 
again some time at the spontaneous 
suggestion of an entire Irish party. 
It was hardly worth while to go so 
for at this late day for an inferior 
imitation of Butt.”

Seven years have passed away, and 
ns yet wc see no indication of “an 
entire Irish party’’ making any 
“spontaneous suggestion” in regard 
to Mr. Blake's retirement. It looks 
to be quite the contrary. From this 
alone Canadians may judge how far

Mr. Redmond is by no means dis-\ at sea the prophets of the “X” class
turbed by any such threat. In fact, 
he has even bid defiance to the 
avowed enemies of Ireland’s cause, 
by telling them that Ireland's fu­
ture prospects depend more upon the 
union and harmony existing in the 
ranks of her representatives than 
upon the actual number of such re­
presentatives. In this he is evidently 
right; for seventy-five united Irish 
members would have more strength 
and weight than would one hundred* 
or one hundred and fifty men, divid­
ed into several hostile sections and 
working at cross-purposes with each

"While this view of the possible si­
tuation may be correct in one way, 
still it does not mean that either 
Mr. Redmond or the Nationalist 
Party is prepared to submit to any 
such proposed reduction

Ii we are rightly informed, or if 
we at all grasp the situation, wc 
understand that the Unionists are 
such merely on account of Home 
Rule, and that the Irish question 
alone sways them in their political 
attitude. It is also a fact that they 
base their opposition to all Ire­
land's demands upon the “ Act of 
Union.” Ireland and her representa­
tives have always repudiated that 
Act; but nevertheless has it been 
made the basis of every refusal of 
justice to the sister island by the 
statesman of England. If, therefore, 
Mr. Chamberlain and company seek 
to have Ireland's affairs governed 
*y the Act of Union entirely, they 
should adhere to the terms of that 
statute in every particular. In Ar­
ticle IV. of the Act of Union wc 
read that “100 Commoners bë the 
number to sit and vote on the part 
of Ireland in the House of Commons 
of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom.” Thus the very act upon 
which they base their action in re­
gard to Ireland forbids the reduc­
tion of Ireland’s representation.

But, after all, there is no imme­
diate danger of any such measure 
being brought in, much less of its 
becoming law. We would not wish 
to attempt any long-range prophe­
sies in regard to the situation of 
Ireland, or of the Irish party, at 
any given time in the future. We 
have found so many prophets to 
have failed during the past quarter 
of a century that we have no ambi­
tion to figure in any such capacity. 
But we can, without ihuch risk, fore­
tell that, of the two results, the ob­
taining of Home Rule is much more 
probable than the reduction of Ire­
land’s representation in the Impe­
rial House.

Of the mistaken prophets of the 
past, one of the most noteworthy, 
was a writer in* the “Fortnightly” 
for June. 1894. This gentleman’s ar- 

1 entitled “The Rhetoricians 
of Ireland,” and it was deemed of 
«officient importance to be quoted 
and commented on in the “Review 
of Reviews.” As the writer merely 

“X.” and as “X” represents

■ I ;

unknown quantity, we cannot these Canadian 
1 standing or claims to to the British ( 
as an authority. But we 

; views were those 
Hole faction in the 

predictions have, one

are when they undertake to shape 
Ireland’s destinies — according to 
their own desires.

A DISCORDANT NOTE.

It would be passing strange if, on 
an occasion such ns the visit of the 
heir-apparent to Canada, our very 
narrow contemporary the “Herald” 
could not find an opportunity of dis­
playing, in a most gratuitous man­
ner, a little of its accustomed big­
otry. Thu presence of Royalty with­
in our Dominion and the deplorable 
event which has cast such a gloom 
over the neighboring Republic, are 
incidents which are highly calculated 
to create a sentiment of harmony 
and mutual sympathy in all the var­
ied elements of our community. At 
such an hour the least discordant 
note grates intensely upon the ear 
and shocks proportionately the spir­
it of the people. Possibly because 
it is incapable of distinguishing it­
self in any more pnVscWorthy man­
ner, the “Herald” has deemed it op­
portune to strike loudly upon the 
old string that has vibrated Itself 
into dissonance long years ago.

We notice that the New York “Tri­
bune's” London correspondent lays 
stress upon the fact that -the Duke 
of Cornwall’s reply to the address 
presented by the Catholic clergy of 
the archdioccse*of Quebec, has been 
considered exceedingly appropriate 
and happy, by the exponents of pub­
lic opinion in England. To fully ap­
preciate the significance of that 
statement we will reproduce a few 
lines from that address, and an ex­
tract from the reply of His Royal 
Highness.

Amongst other appropriate re­
marks the address of the Catholic 
clergy contains the following

“The Church of Quebec, cheerfully 
shares in these joyous sentiments 
and we have much pleasure in com­
ing here in her name to offer to 
your Royal Highness, expressions of 
our respectful homage and to wish 
you a most hearty welcome. In ful­
filling this duty wo remain faithful 
to the traditions of that Church and 
to the true spirit that animates 
her. The history of our/country 
proves that to the Catholic Church 
belongs the honor o^ having forged 
between the English/throne and a 
French-Canadian people, solid bonds 
which neither adve/sity nor bribery 
could sever.

“The Catholic /Church rightfully 
claims the honor- of having brought 
forth and of fettering such senti­
ments of loyalty. Tn the eyes of her 
children, religion and country are 
inseparable, and they demand that 
both be inviolable and respected. 
The tenets and practices of the faith 
constitute the very foundation of 
their patriotism. And when they 
are on the battlefield for the Crown, 
it may be -taken for granted that 
they would not hesitate to shed 
their blood for the integrity of their 
faith. These two sentiments harmon­
ize and complete one another. Both 
inspire great and noble deeds ; both 
deserve respect and command admir­
ation. We are the watchful guar­
dians of that Catholic faith; over 

Catholics so loyal 
Crown Wc exténd our 

pastoral care. That faith inspires 
and in the name of that people, 
come to-day to lay at the feet 

Your Royal Highness the homage 
‘ ‘ ‘ to the li­

se worth-

to the 1 
with which you h 
day on behalf of .
clergy of your diocese,
Laval University.”

• • * • : .-Mr.. A.
’T am glad to acknowledge th# no­

ble part which the Catholic Church 
has played throughout its history. 
The hallowed memorise of the mar­
tyred missionaries are a priceless 
heritage, and in the gteat and-bene­
ficent work of education, and in im­
planting and fostering it, a spirit 
of patriotism and loyalty, it has 
rendered signal service to Canada 
and the Empire.

* * §• • # •
“If the Crown has faithfully and

honorably fulfilled its engagements 
to protect and respect your faith, 
the Catholic Church has amply ful­
filled its obligation not only to 
teach reverence for law and order, 
but to instil a sentiment of loyalty 
and devotion into the hearts of 
those to whom it ministers.”

There could be nothing more pleas­
ant, more satisfactory, more Kill of 
promise for the future than the 
frank and honest spirit evinced in 
this address and the dignified and 
cordial manner in which it was ac­
cepted. There was no room left for 
comment, much less for harsh criti­
cism.

Contrasting the strife that exists 
in South Africa with the harmony 
that obtains in Canada, the “Hçr- 
ald” would like to know if His Roy­
al Highness will be curious enough 
to ask for an explanation of what 
he sees. Then, in a wisdom that is 
certainly wonderful, that organ

“It is to be hoped so, for the one 
furnished' by the address of the 
Catholic hierarchy does not tell the 
whole story. It is true, indeed, that 
the Church authorities by their great 
influence upon the people prevented 
Canada from throwing in its lot 
with the American colonies in the 
war of the Revolution. It is true 
that the same influence was on the 
side of Government in 1887 and lat- 

potent force in smoothing the 
wav for Confederation. But on the 
other hand it has to be conceded 
that the Church offered little oppo­
sition to political conditions which 
at one lime brought on rebellion de­
spite its exertions, and that the pre­
sent satisfaction is due to amelior­
ated conditions which came by the 
exertions of statesmen rather than 
of clerics.”

Apart from the uncalled for ugli­
ness of this comment it is a remark­
able indication of the literary and 
historical calibre of the one who 
penned it. The “address of the Cath­
olic hierarchy does not toll the 
whole Story.” Djd (hç “Herald” ex-

of our faithful attachment • 
lustrions family which you i

pect that address to be an epiton^ 
of Canadian history, Containing 
every detail of past events, of dauflcfi 
and effects, so arranged as to be 
crammed into the compass of a few 
hundred lines? The “Herald” evi­
dently purposed supplying that 
want, when it proceeded to quote a 
sentence from one of Baldwin’s 
speeches, another from one of La- 
fontaine’s statements, and a third, 
from a French writer who gave an 
estimate of Holton. That responsi­
ble government was secured by the 
action of statesmen no person wishes 
to deny; but the fact of such a re­
sult flowing from the patriotic en­
deavors of public-minded men, in no 
way takes from the exactness of 
what the Catholic clergy’s address 
sets forth, nor from the complete­
ness of the Duke’s reply. After ad­
mitting the influence of the Church 
in the preservation of Canada to the 
British Crown at the time of the 
American Revolution, and the loyal­
ty to the Government of th^t same 
influence in 1887, as well as its ef­
forts in paving the way for Con­
federation, this contradictory writer 
says that “the Church offered little 
opposition to political conditions 
which at one time brought on rebel­
lion despite its exertions.” This is 
a point blank contradiction of the 
statement that the Church was on 
the side of the Government in 1887. 
It, is worse; it is a self-contradict­
ory statement. If rebellion was 
brought about “despite the church's 
exertions,” it stands to reason that 
the church must- have done more 
than “offer little opposition.” In 
fact, the whole article is conceived 
in such a narrow spirit and written 
in such a disjointed manner, is con­
cocted upon such a flimsy basis and 
presented in such an uncouth style, 
that it is clear to all who read that 
Its author was simply bent on find­
ing fault with the Catholic clergy, 
even at the expense of loyalty, of 
harmony, of honesty, and ef his­
torical truth.

We have taken the trouble to ex­
pose this mean method of journal­
ism, not so much on account of any 
importance attached to the 
aid’s” eccentric utterances, as 
account of the utility it may be 
unmask its pretended Canadian 
It and to let our readers 
for themselves the character

they muet expect t

-Jig.
HOME AND SCHOOL. - We have 

frequently remarked that men, hold­
ing certain positions, develop a fa- 
culty for explaining their occupa­
tions and of making others feel the 
importance of their functions. While 
there may be a considerable amount 
of benefit to be derived from the Pe­
rusal of such people’s writings, still 
there is a tendency amohgst them to 

«*> dogmatize that the “lay” mind 
is at a considerable disadvantage, 
being naturally unfamiliar with de­
tails which are never explained. 
Without wishing to be at all criti­
cal we might say that this is a fault 
we find with many educationalists 
who undertake to write, or to -lec­
ture upon matters pertaining to pe­
dagogy or to higher instruction. A 
man may be an admirable teacher 
and yet be absolutely incapable of 
explaining his methods or conveying 
his ideas to the general public. In 
fact, it is not always the most 
learned that are the best teachers ; 
nor ore the best teachers always 
persons possessed of extensive eru­
dition. We have been led to make 
these remarks by the reading of an 
article upon "Teaching the Young 
Idea,” from the pen of Dr. William 
T. Harris, Uhitcd States Commis­
sioner of Education. This gentleman, 
who must necessarily have a degree 
of experience beyond the ordinary In 
matters of education, has a very 
good conception of the practical 
utility of kindergarten, and is pf 
the impression that à closer linking 
of the home and the school would 
secure most satisfactory results. 
Again^ he wisely points out that 
songs and games Play important 
parts in directing the young to­
wards real study. While we admire 
Very much the fundamental princi­
ples sought by Dr. Harris to be In­
culcated, still we regret being un­
able to fully grasp all his meaning, 
especially in the exposition of what 
we suppose he intends to/be certain 
general rules. For example, he says :

“The school cannot make itself a 
substitute for the family without in­
jury to the children who are assign­
ed to it. This is in fact the crying 
evil of the orphan asylum,- which 
provides for children who have no 
other home. It offers a school and 
not a home for the child. Within the 
homo the child finds scope for the 
development of his individuality in 
a hundred ways that the school or 
the 'kindergarten cannot permit. For 
the child needs at times to exercise 
his pure caprice and arbitrariness. 
He cannot lç^rp t9 kijow himsçjf 
bè sure of his inborn powers In uh.V 
other way. To be sure this is not 
all, but it is something very import­
ant—nay, essential. The child must 
develop a self of his own, and he can 
never do this unless he exercises his 
own initiative and follows his own 
fancy many hours of the day, unre­
strained by the school or by the 
governess or. by the strict Parent.”

This may be all very true, be well 
based on experience, and have a par­
ticular bearing upon the subject in 
hand; but we confess that it is more 
than we are able to understand, or 
to properly appreciate. Evidently 
the Doctor’s intimate knowledge of 
his subject is jsuch that for lack of 
an equal degree of acquaintance with 
it, we fail to benefit by his learn­
ing or experience. For example, it 
sounds very strange to hear a per­
son speaking about a child leaniing 
to know himself and to be sure of 
his own inborn powers. Such a child 
would be a born philosopher^ and 
one likely to need but very little in­
struction to complete his education. 
A. child who can develop “a seif of 
hie own,” would be capable of rea­
soning from De Cartes! axiom, “cog- 
ito, ergo sum.” We ore not desirous 
of fault-finding; on the contrary, we 
are grateful for all the information 
imparted by such men as Dr. Har­
ris; but we cannot be blamed if we 
fail, at times, to understand tbehi.

INTEMPERATE REMARKS .^“If 
I had been there ! would have blown 
the scoundrel to atoms if I had had 
a pistol,” said Rev. R. H. Naylor, 
presiding elder of the Washington 
Conference of the Methodist Episo- 
pal Church in speaking of the at­
tempt upon the life of President Mc­
Kinley. At the Westminster Presby­
terian Church in New York Rev. 
John Lloyd Lee said : “The only 
way now at hand is to lynch him on 
the spot.” The Rev: Dr. Talmadge 
said : “I wish With all my heart 
that the policemen who arrested 
Caolgosz had, with the butt end of 
that pistol, dashed his life out.”

These expressions, which we find 
reported in the “Catholic Universe,” 
and followed by some very appro­
priate comments, would indicate 
that the reverend gentlemen who 
made use of them are somewhat In-

at least no law-abiding 
Id wish to sco the mur- 

ir of President McKinley receive 
the slightest mercy, or considera­
tion. He has done that which merits 
the severest punishment that the law 
can inflict. Human justice has been 
outraged by his act, and to that 
justice he owes whatever satisfac­
tion his miserable life can afford. 
But it is the law that must punish 
him, not any individual—no matter 
how deeply the latter may feel in the 
matter,. We are in perfect accord 
with our contemporary when it 
gues thus :—

Talk like the foregoing is the 
very essence of anarchy. If it is 
right for one preacher to lynch men 
and another to blow their brains 
out, in what do they differ from 
Czolgosz? If it is right for minis- 
ters.„pf the Gospel to follow the im­
pulse of passion or personal opinion 
in the correction of crime, why is it 
not equally right for anyone else fol­
lowing his personal ideas to go out 
on the highways and do the same ? 
It is evident that these reverend gen­
tlemen know fittlp about moral the­
ology or perhaps care less.”

If the preachers ot^the Gospel give 
vent to such sentiments, regardless 
of the principles that they indicate, 
we cannot be surprised that anarch­
ists have a <ree hand and an open 
field in the Republic. They need but 
quote our Christian teachers as mo­
dels to justify any outrage against 
social order and legalized authority 
that their perverted brains might 
chance to concoct. If men profess to 
imitate the Divine Founder of Chris­
tianity and to preach His doctrines, 
they should learn to conform their 
language and their actions to the 
clear-cut precepts of:the Son of Jus­
tice.

PROTESTANTISM IN ROME.—A 
Roman Catholic correspondent of 
the “Guardian,” has written 
lengthy letter, reproduced in several 
of our exchanges, upon the subject 
of “Protestantism in Rome,” and 
the “Strength of the Proselytizing 
Movement and of the Catholic Per­
sistance to it.” This is a subject 
upon which we would be very glad 
to receive exact information. To a 
certain degree we are at the mercy 
of the correspondents, since they are 
on the ground, have the opportun­
ity of observing at short range the 
current events, and are supposed to 
gupply their respectivç organs with 
fâirfy aëtiurale statements. It would 
be well, however, if such writers as 
the “Guardian’s” correspondent 
were to re-read their copy and re­
arrange their facts. At least, such 
a course would be conducive to a 
better understanding of their letters. 
In the letter before us we read :—

“The ostensible statistics do not 
certainly appear to warrant any 
alarm—thirty years ago there were 
20,000 Protestants in Italy; the 
last census shows 50,000,, and this 
includes the (not inconsiderable) 
number of English and other resi­
dent Protestants. In the 40,000,000 
of the population there are in any 
case not a quarter of a million who 
profess a religion other than the 
Catholic.”

Now this would not indicate any 
alarming advance made by Protest­
antism in Rome, or in Italy. Yet in 
the next paragraph we are told that 
the Society for the Preservation of 
the Faith has, Within three years, 
withdrawn over 2,000 children from 
Protestant influence, and that :—

“The whole population of Rome is 
only 430,000. It will be seen, then, 
that the strides of Protestantism 
have been giant strides. The Socie­
ty for the Preservation of the Faith 
proposes to meet the need in the way 
above indicated; not schools only, 
but recreation grounds, even money 
subsidies, must be provided, while 
Irish, American and English reli­
gious of both sexes have been spe­
cially pressed Into the work, thus 
opposing English-speaking Catholics 
as a bulwark against the ravages of 
their Protestant fellow country­
men.”

He then proceeds to explain that 
the Protestant propaganda is more 
political than religious; a statement 
which is followed by the assertion 
that the Vatican funds are used for 
the restoration of the temporal pow­
er, while Methodist funds are used 
for the propagation of Protestant­
ism. Would any one kindly tells us 
what we are to conclude from all 
these contradictory statements?
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Îltic movement will 
checked by any small ca' 
that kind. Movements either social 
or political are always in their ear­
ly struggles subject to the sarcasm 
and jibes of hostile and sceptical ob­
servers. But if a movement have in 
It a heart of sincerity and earnest­
ness it is not to be killed by ridi­
cule. Certainly this Pan-Celtic move­
ment is very far from being killed 
by the shafts of scorn. The Gaelic 
revival is one of the great and un­
questionable facts of our later days. 
Ten years ago study of the Gaelic 
language and literature was still 
mainly an academic business, and 
the sports and pastiines of the an­
cient race were known only through 
the fixtures of the Gaelic Athletic 
Association. To-day the study of 
Gaelic language and literature is 
part of the ordinary educational 
work of the national schools of the 
country. What seemed at one time to 
be but the harmless fad of a com­
paratively small section of the com­
munity has become an important 
and a cherished part of the daily 
national life. The Pan-Celtic con­
gress should bring home to the 
minds of all Irishmen the great im­
portance of this movement, and the 
fact that it is not confined to a 
country or to a province, but em­
braces the inhabitants of many 
lands. The study of the Gaelic lang­
uage and literature and of all things 
pertaining to the golden days of 
Irish history must receive a very de­
cided stimulus from this representa­
tive and many-sided congress. The 
future of the Gaelic movement seems 
to be assured.”

DUTY OF CATHOLICS.—While the 
conditions here and in England are 
somewhat different, still there is 
much in connection with public life, 
especially as regards Catholics, that 
finds equal application in both 
lands. In this sense do we find that 
a recent article, which Rev. W. F* 
Brown, M.L,S.B., contributed to 
the “Franciscan Annals,” applies to 
our country, and above all to the 
Irish Catholic element in this prov­
ince. In his article the Rev. Father 
seeks to induce Catholics, who have 
the ability and the time, to come for­
ward and offer themselves for elec­
tion to municipal bodies. At all 
events, we take the following extract 
from that contribution, leaving to 
our readers the easy task of judging 
in how far the remarks therein fit 
the situation in which *we find our­
selves placed in ' Canada. Father 
Brown writes !— '

“The public service for the public 
good’* ifl perhaps a somewhat trite 
axiom, but it affirms a very import­
ant truth. No Community can be 
well governed unless men of high 
aims and Upright life undertake the 
work of controlling its affairs. If 
such men hold aloof from public life, 
sooner or later corruption will steal 
into the Council Chamber, and a gen­
eral lowering tone will be the re­
sult. This has been proved times 
without number in recent years, es­
pecially in public bodies which -do 
their work in secret and escape even 
the limited check that a press re­
port can put upon their proceed­
ings.

Secret commissions, jobbery in ap­
pointments, screening backsliders, 
coercing men in authority, are some 
of the disgraceful practices that 
have prevailed in the local author­
ities entrusted with many import­
ant responsibilities. No doubt, while 
human nature remains what it is 
such malpractices will always find 
some place in public bodies, but they 
will be reduced to a very small mini­
mum if men of high principles and 
good life can be induced to take, up 
the burden of public service. Unfor­
tunately, Catholics in many parts of 
the country have shown a marked 
disposition to leave local government 
to others, and in some cases have 
argued that any works not directly 
connected with religion have no 
claim upon Catholic men and wo­
men. I know well that there are 
many works to be undertaken for 
the good of religion which cannot be 
carried on for the want of workè^s, 
and that, as we are a small minor­
ity, we cannot be expected to sacri­
fice our own interests for the wel­
fare of the community jat large. But 
I cannot close my eyes to the fact 
that Catholic interests are bound up 
in many ways with local govern­
ment, and that, even where no such 
interests are involved, it is a mat­
ter of honest administration of the 
powers entrusted by Parliament to 
local authorities.^Besides, in the 
main, the people who are active and 
industrious are the people to whom 
you may turn with confidence when 
work has to be done, and many im­
portant Catholic undertakings owe 
their success in a great measure to 
men and women who are engaged in 
public work. Did anyone ever get a 
prompt reply to an important letter 
from the man who has abundant lei­
sure? So much for general princt-

PAN-CBLTTO 
the 2Qth A 
ous Pan-Cel 
Dublin. The 
Ital had 
the city to the 
grees. It was clear that it 
gathering of the repreeenta 
every branch of the Celtic race, 
fact, the Irish section, 
that this first assembly was 
Ireland, was the
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