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all religious matters, and to give
equality to all religious faiths. This
!aw provided that the State should
no longer support the clergy, and
that all Church properties should be
transferred to ‘‘ associations cultuel-
les,”” which wére to manage the
properties in accordance with certain
provisions of the law. Furthermore,
applications for permission to hold
church services were to be made to
the police, and it was provided that
if the terms were not complied with
by December 11th, 1906, the churches
should be closed and the property
<onfiscated. The Protestant denomi-
mations speedily complied with these
requirements, but the Catholics, in
«eference to an encyclical issued by
the Pope, refused, and during the
Vear, in the face of much opposition,
inventories of all church properties
were taken by the Governmment. In
the meantime, as a compromise, the
State then offered to grant one year's
respite on condition that the congre-
gations would declare loyalty to the
Government and make the required
applications to the police for per-
mission to hold services ; but the
Pope forbade this, and the crisis was
precipitated. Immediately evictions
took place, not only from the
churches, but from palaces, semi-
naries, convents, etc., priests and
members of religious orders being
turned out by the thousand.

Upon January 11th of this year
the Pope again issued an encyclical,
more clearly defining the position of
the Roman Catholic Church. The
Church, he says, does not desire a
religious war. He has not aban-
doned the ecclesiastical properties,
but the Church cannot accept the or-
ganization imposed on it by the
French Government. She cannot
prevent the spoliation in progress,
but she cannot take advantage of the
proposed cultual associations, which
are ‘‘ contrary to the ecclesiastical
hierarchy given to the Church by the
Divine Founder.’’ In other words,
because they transfer to the Govern-
ment an authority held to belong
only to the Pope as head of the
Church.

On January 22nd the French Cab-
inet approved a bill suppressing the
formality of requiring a declaration
before holding a public meeting ;
hence the churches may now remain
open for public worship. This may
possibly check, somewhat, the exodus
of the evicted priests and nuns who
have been secking refuge as speedily

as may be in foreign lands.
- -

“ SEPARATION " MOVE-
MENT.

It is not a mere coifdcidence that
the English people are making a de-
termined attempt to free national
education [from ecclesiastical control;
that the Emperor of Germany has
dissolved the Reichstag in order to
put an end to the dictation of the
Clerical party in the Reichstag; that
the Spanish Government has in-
augurated a policy which can end
only in the separation of Church and
State in that country ; and that the
French people, with singular unanim-
ity, have registered their determina-
tion that the union between the State
and the churches of all kinds shall
cease, and that education throughout
France, so far as it is possible, shall
be secular. These are different
phases of a movement which began
with the Reformation, and which will
not end until -Church and State are
everywhere entirely dissociated. This
movement may mean, in the inten-
tion of some of its supporters., and
in the apprehension of many of its
opposers, the final separation of re-
ligion and government ; it means, in
the judgment of the Outlook, the
drawing of a hard-and-fast line be-
tween politics and ecclesiasticism. It
means ultimately the freedom of the
Church ; for the attempt of the
Church, in various countries, under
various names, to exercise direct
political control has done more to
put the Church into chains, hamper
its growth, check its influence. and
dry up its power at the source, than
any other single condition which
(‘h‘risfianity has faced since it began
westward march. This move-
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ment, though it may have an anti-
religious appearance, is a manifesta-
tion .of the deeper and broader re-
ligious spirit of modern times, and
will result in a victory for religion,
rather than for secularism. The
Church as an organization, in this
country, as in so many others, has
lingered behind the Church as spiritu-
ally conceived by those of its mem-
bers who in every generation are
leading the way to a larger and
nobler thought of the Incarnation
and of the kingdom oi God among
men.

It is because of this spiritual con-
ception of religion, as opposed to a
purely ecclesiastical conception, that
the majority of Englishmen of many
faiths and crezds are determined that
in English schools the dogma of no
special Church shall be taught. It is
not only the Nonconiormist who is
in revolt against the authority of the
Established Church in English
schools ; it is also a large body of
English Churchmen. When John
Bright, years ago, took a dis-
tinguished American Bishop of the
Episcopal Church into the House of
Lords and semi-humorously shook his
fist at the bench of Bishops, the
American Bishop said to him, ‘‘1
agree with you. They ought not to
be there ; their influence ought to
be exerted in other ways.”” For this
reason, and because the Established
Church is becoming more and more
penetrated with a sense of the im-
possibility of keeping the Church in
organic relation with the Govern-
ment, disestablishment, though it
may be long deferred, will ultimately
come. And it will be welcomed alike
by the sacramentarian who revolts.
as did .the leaders of the Oxford
Movement, from the control of the
Church of God by any group of states-
men, however eminent; by evangelic-
al Churchmen to whom the Church
is above all an organized religious
experience, and by the Board of
Churchmen to whom the Church is a
divine influence, penetrating society
from all sides through spiritual
channels.  When the Church of Eng-
land is detached from the Govern-
ment of England, it will become for
the first time a free Church, and
after a brief period of readjustment
it will secure a spiritual authority
which it has not possessed since the
Reformation.—[Outlook.
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Your Life: What Can God
Make of It?

And the LORD said unto him, What is
that in thine hand ? And he said, a
rod.

Thou shalt take this rod
wherewith thou shalt do
iv. 2, 17.

in taine hand,
signs.—Exod.
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shout -
Lifted afresh he hewed his enemy down,
And saved a great cause that heroic day.
—E. R. Sill.

the cloud, or in it,

and man yelled, and

swords and shields. A
backward,
foes

along the battle’s edge,
“IHad 1 a sword of keener
that

That the king's son

Blunt snapt and fluny it

And and left the

away

And and saw the broken

St. Paul, who delights in a paradox,
cays: '"*When 1 am weak, then am I
strong.”’ If he speaks truly, and if we
also can make the same startling declara-
tion, then we may well refuse to be dis-
couraged, no matter how great the odds
against us may be—with GOD on our side
are sure to win, though the whole
universe might be against us. Want of
faith rather than true humility prompts
us to try to avoid responsibility.

ILet us look for a moment at Moses
He had tried eagerly and impetuously to
his brethren from their terrible
slavery—tried in his own strength, and
had utterly failed. He 1s not willing to
risk a failure, so, when the duty
is placed hitn, instead of going
straight forward, thinking\ only of God's
looks at weak-
ness, and takes refuge in a false humility.

we

free

second
hefore
power, he his own proved
[t is really pride which urges him not to
attempt anyvthing not likely
to make a success of—failure is so humili-
IYirst, he tries to shelter himself
behind the assertion of his own unim-
portance. ‘ Who I?” he asks, as
though anyone can he unimportant when
GOD is one with him in his work. Then
he declares that he is not eloquent, but
slow of speech, and that some other per
found worthy for the
duty of a leader
But such an attempt to shrink from plain
duty  behind apparent humility is
displeasing to God. We read that ° the
the LLORD was kindled against
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chosen ' to work marvellous miracles
deed He often chooses the weakest in-
struments purposely, ‘ that no flesh
should glory in His presence.”” “‘We h,y,
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of tie power may be of God,
and not of us.”” Gideon was forbidden 1,
fight the Midianites with a great army f
only allowed to take 300, .,
that no cne might think that his
power or strength had given him
victory. We see everywhere God's pow.r
working wonders Ly means of comuion
things. “* All flesh is grass,’”’ as we know
but think how wonderful it is that the . |-
most infinite powers of a man’'s min |
should be buiMt up of such material
prive him of necessary food—food which
comes directly or indirectly from the
his  mind will  soon grow
wanderings and powerless. And if God
has also chosen such common things s
water, and bread and wine, to minister to
the life of the spirit, dare we venture to
assert that He cannot use them—as the
rod of Moses was used—to work miracles”
Our Tord’'s parables have shown us that
must call anything ‘' common."
our eyes to the realities
things are but the
shadow. When we talk of g shepherd and
sheep. of wheat and tares, of
ing seed or reaping the harvest of what
we have sown, of darkness and light, how
often we are speaking of spiritual rather
than of material things.

Let us give up measuring our own
powers contrasting them with the
greatness of the work God calls us to do
Moses knew nothing of the wonder-working
power of that rod he held in his hand.
Let us look away from ourselves and up
to God, and then Forward ! and do
the work lle is calling us to do. It may
seem far beyond our powers. What mat-
With God all things are possible.
Moses was no mcre able than any other
man to draw water out of a rock or
cut a path through the sea, and oertninl_y
a lifeless hit of wood was powerless to
work such miracles. But the same God
Who did such mighty works by means of
Moses and his rod, can work wonders
through us too, if we will only trust Him
ourselves unreservedly at Ilis
Complete consecration and un-
trust ' If only God could al-
us, what geeat thiigs
He could do by means of lives ' Let
to win these two things. let us
entirely to His
pray earnestly that He will
make use of us to carry His messages Lo
others. ‘Then let us go forward confident-
Iy, trusting Him to answer prayers.
How fail just because our
become listless and lifeless,
and we don't really expect any answer to
them. A real failure—which is very
different from an outward, apparent fail-
ure-——can almost invariably be traced to
want of real, trustful, determined prayer.
Huskin sayvs. *‘ there is nothing so small
but that we may honor God by asking
His guidance of it, or insult Him by
taking it into our own hands.’’

The miracles is not yet over.
Grod still does mighty works through weak
hands. May 1 one instance. A
short time Bishop Schereschewsky
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