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The Cost of Pork Produc-
tion.

The unprecedented price of pork for
the past several months naturally causes
the consumer t_({ question wh(-thgr or not
the rise is legitimately due to increased
cost of production or to |11;ll|||;1||;|_l{«1|)
by the much abused middleman. Ihe
producer himself is frequently uncertain
as to the actual cost of production when
the various factors influencing costs have
been accounted for. Indeed the charges

inst young pigs at six weeks of age,
where the maintcnance of the dam is

perly charged and where present
Fe::i prices apply, where no cheap by-
prodm‘t or refuse i1s ;l\j;nl.'n_l)lv, and par-
ticularly where only one litter per vear
per sow is raised, are greater than many
swine growers suppose.

The following figures are available
from swine breeding operations at the
Experimental l*‘;lrmi, Ottawa, and  else-
where on the Experimental Farm System
and may throw some light on the question,
To arrive at the cost of young pigs the
feeding costs of not only the dam but
also the grandam are necessary. In other
words the full maintenance cost of the
young sow together with her milking
period charges, should be figured to
arrive at the cost of the first litter. For
succeeding litters a pro rata charge for
each individual of the litter, should be
made of feeding and breeding charges
incurred while the sow was carrying and
later suckling the litters up to weaning
time.

Feed cost to raise a gilt to first far-

rowing .. 92837
Breeding charges, cost to feed while

suckling litter 10.00
Total cost of first litter. $38.37
Cost per pig at weaning (7 in a

litter) $ 548

If the cost were figured on the market
value of the young sow the cost of the
litter per pig would be considerably
higher—$8.24.

If sold after raising one litter the sow
might be expected to bring about $35.00
or to nearly pay the total cost of her first
venture,

If retained as a brood sow, bred shortly
after weaning, and subsequently raising
a second litter of seven pigs, the cost per
pig would be in the vicinity of $2.82.

heaverage cost per pig may be safely
figured at $3.00. Seven raised pigs per
sow is a high average, numerous individual
cases to the contrary.
A (;ornparison of Costs Then and Now.

Several years ago at the Ontario
Agricultural College it was estimated
that where al] incidental feeding, main-
tenance and breeding charges were con-
Sidered, young pigs could be raisad to six
weeks at cost of $1.27 each with an
average litter of six and one half pigs.
Mea was charged at the rate of $20 per
ton; skim-milk, $3.00 per ton; and roots,
$2.00. Present day prices would be
$50.00; $4.00 and $3.00, respectively,
at the lowest estimate and would explain
the fact that the foregoing figures are so
much higher than the Guelph findings
which were practically similar to those
shown at the Central Experimental Farm
at that time.

he oSt to produce pork from these
young pigs ugainst which feeding charges
at ‘he~ average rate of $3.00 cach must
b{? levied At sixoweeks of age, will var
:{}dely wWith the methods of Ivmling.

Bgures fron, (he Experimental Farms
";COl‘dh would indicate that four pounds
3' }2:?1" mA the cquivalent in other forms
basic ’IIENIX"“””"] gam would be a safe
w(m\l(.j 1“].‘.(” case of the h_;u‘nn h(‘»g this
$13.00 ‘tn *illl[(l(;.! present feed prices to
the $3.0¢ ;_\}\.. X per pig. :\(l_(lmg'ln this
toa] ff:‘(’div (IR up to weaning time the
to $18 00 '\\\"-ml.k’\i »\\.'nuldilw from $16.00
were \lm(“; \n\l\-;lz\ skim-milk and pasture
$15.00 L dvai able to replace meal,

o Mght be taken as a fair feeding
Charge, -
. While ¢},
1S relatively
armer wh,,

tverage  overhead charge
small in the case of the

capab)] Seebs but a few pigs, it s
Pable of . variation depending
entirely y;y, 2

the itelligent understand-
" concerning the pring iples
ndry. A range of from
f the feeding charges might
'omost cases the lower
i\ be applied.
W estimates include onlg
reeding charges  and are
iabor, (h-,nm ation,  and

"lg U[ lh“ A\- \
Ot swine !
2% to 60
% allowe]
gure niig},,
ae torey
fe?d"“{ dne!

exclugiy

THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE: 609

- CROWN BRAND
CORN /SYRUP

will do more than satisfy

children’s craving for ‘“‘some-
thing sweet” — jt will o
=

overhead charges generally.  The element
ol risk, much in evidence in swine raising
'i\‘”.\nu\'xli'lml

Under proper management there is a
fair profit in hogs. To the consumer and
the prospective swine grower the foregoing
figures, however, would indicate certainhy
that such |lll'filh Are not excessive

\ Scotchman was once at a race meet
g m the Old Country in the company
ot a friend.  Before the races the friend
asked Sandy if he would like to try his
luck

\fter a great deal of explanation and
persuasion, Sandy backed his tancy for
avery smallamount, being in a very down-
hearted mood over the transaction.

Sandy’'s horse won at ten to one, and
the friend  hurried off 1o collect  his
\\Illlllll)\'\

i| supply them with g

H| wholesome food, I

Dealers every.
whcre have

“Crown Syrup” in 2,5,10and 20 pound
tins and “Perfect Seal” Quart Jars,

Write for free Cook Book.
Miscellaneous.

’ THE CANADA STARCH CO, LIMITED, Oyster Shell fof Hens.
MONTREAL. 29 I. Do you consider it necessary to

\When he received his money he turned
to the friend and exclaimed: “Lord
mon, how long has this heen gomng on?"

Questions and Answers.

give hens oyster shell during the summer
I months to keep them laying, when they

- - o 7 ¢t access to everything outdoors?
30 Egg-Incubator $7.50. Incubator and Brooder Combined $9.50 | **" v Everything lltH;K;rl. G.

. R . Ans.—1. 1 ay not be absolutely
Here’s Your Opportunity to Aid Production o i Ty Dot ——

necessary where hens have free range,
~ = 4 : nete veary 1L x
Hatch your own chicks. It costs very little time or money, and is an in. In fact it is not, l_"” it “)‘\l‘\. very little
teresting and profitable business. These wonderful Cycle Hatchers will pay for | to k!'l‘[i a supply in a h()pp(‘l \\:h(‘l‘\‘ lll(f
themselves with the one hatch. One gallon of oil will hatch 50 eggs. hens have access to it at all times. 1f
Get a catalogue on my system of poultry raising. they do not l’('quil‘(‘ it (h(\\' will not take

C. W. COLL[NS’ of the Collins Manufacturing Co. |it; if they do need a little it is there for

415 Symington Ave., TORONTO, ONT. them.

—

Make the Dealer Show You
What the FenceWeighs
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Costs No More '
Than Lighter Fences. \

Its Big WTes j |
Mean More Strength e

Its Heavy Galvanizing
Means Longer Life

| Its Stock-Proof Weave Means Greater Security
| / Its Patented Hinge Joint Means More F lexibility

Buy/ It—And Get More for Your Money |

AMERICA
ORIGINAL AND FEN CE

GENUINE I' &

Agent in Every Town.
The Canadian Steel and Wire Co., Limited

HAMILTON ONT. WINNIPEG, MAN
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